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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Friday 9th February

Wednesday 23rd March 

Wednesday  27th April 

Wednesday 25th May 

Wednesday 22nd June 

Wednesday 27th July

Wednesday 24th August

Wednesday 21st September

Wednesday 26th October

Wednesday 23rd November

Thursday 15th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.

CEO Updat e

Firstly welcome to another year, I trust that all concerned had 
a very enjoyable festive period. I got back to work on the 4th of 
January 2022 after my break. On the 6th of January 
representatives from the Shires of Carnarvon and Ashburton 
undertook a site visit of the proposed Hastings route. Although 
there is a lot of work to do to make the route into a type 3 
sustainable road I was surprised by the overall condition of the 
roads. The majority of the work in the first instance will need 
to be done in the Shire of Carnarvon with some re-sheeting in 
the Ashburton section. On the evening of the 6th of January I 
was advised that there were fires in the Woodleigh/Meedo and 
Winderie areas. These fires quickly grew and spread with 
Winderie Homestead coming under threat. DFES officially took 
control of the fires on the 7th of January and a lot of resources 
were brought in to assist with cutting fire breaks and back 
burning. Sean, Thomas and I assisted DFES with some of the 
on-the-ground work along with THEM Earthmoving who 
provided graders and operators to help with the firefighting 
efforts. Personally I would like to thank Sean for his efforts as 
he was all over this event working through the weekends and 
cutting his annual leave short. Once again we need to 
recognise the efforts of Waddy providing us with aerial 
surveillance.

Corporat e Services Updat e

The Corporate team have returned to work after a much 
needed break, ready to face new adventures in 2022! We were 
not left disappointed as we came back to fires, fires and more 
fires! These recent events have certainly kept staff on their 
toes, particularly Sean, John, Thomas and Cherie who along 
with many volunteers worked tirelessly with officers from DFES 
to keep the fires under control. We recognise the efforts of 
everyone involved and would like to say a huge ?thank you? to 
all of these great people who helped to keep our community 
safe!! Well done!

With the first half of the financial year behind us we look 
forward to consolidating projects leading into the final half of 
2021/22. We will also start preparing work on our draft budget 
for 22/23 as well as the interim financial audit that we have 
tentatively scheduled in the April/May period.
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The CRC are happy to announce the successful delivery of the Annual 
Gascoyne Junction Community Christmas Event for another consecutive year. 
The 2021 event was held on the 16th December at the pavilion, hosted to a 
large crowd of local residents, extended community members and visitors 
alike.

Back by popular demand was Santa, who casually cruised in on a fire truck 
and stopped by to visit all the kids ? he also handed out heaps of Christmas 
presents, which of course was the highlight of the night!

Whilst the event was a success and everyone who came enjoyed the night, it is 
important to note that this event would not be possible without the absolute 
dedication of Shire staff and the kind generosity of our sponsors. We would 
like to extend a massive thank you to all of our sponsors and volunteers as 
your continued support of this community event is not only greatly 
appreciated but is a true testament of community spirit!

Works and Services Repor t

Another year has begun and we have hit the ground running. I would firstly 
like to thank Sean Walker for filling in for me while I enjoyed some much 
needed leave with my family. Sean did a great job dealing with the fires within 
the shire and ensuring we were ready to fire up for 2022. This has given Sean a 
good insight the role as Works Manager.

The works crew have mobilised to Landor to begin the 5km new seal project. 
We will begin prepping the subgrade and importing the new base course this 
month. I met with the Burringurrah Community in December and they have 
given us their support to carry out the works on both Landor Meekatharra 
Road and Landor Mount Augustus Road. Once the new seal is complete we 
have approximately 4km of resheeting to do on Landor Mount Augustus Road.

Our maintenance graders have completed grading the Carnarvon Shire?s 
section of the Pimbee Road. This has been a long time coming and has been 
welcomed by our residents and pastoralists in that area. We hope that this is 
the start of an ongoing initiative with the Carnarvon Shire when required.

It looks like 2022 will be another very busy year and we are looking forward to 
the challenges that lay ahead.

CO
UN

CI
L N

EW
S



6

GP

CLINIC

AT

CRC

The return of a regular Gascoyne Junction Doctor 's 
Clinic at the Gascoyne Junction CRC is getting closer 
with a tentative first visit on Tuesday April 5. We know 
this is a service that has been missed and it is 
wonderful to be able to offer it again. 

We are in the process of setting up the appointment 
and booking schedule and will advise the community as 
soon as this process is confirmed.  

Can we ask that if you intend to take advantage of this 
service to give us a call at the CRC on 9943 0988 by 
Wednesday March 9.  We would like to know if you 
would intend to make use of the April visit or would use 
the  service in the future or on a regular basis.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This article was originally published in the Northern Guardian 

on Wednesday March 31, 1999.

bl ast  f r om 
t he past t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   

ar t icl es on news and event s in t he upper  
gascoyne. 
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Say G'Day To...

George McTaggart

Full nam e: George McTaggart                           Nicknam e: Georgie Porgie

Place of  bir t h: Geraldton                                   Favour it e food: Spaghetti

Favour it e anim al: Iguana                                  Foot y t eam : Ramblers

Favour it e Pet :  Eddie the Sausage Dog           Favour it e Colour : GREEN

Who is your  hero?  Eddie the Sausage Dog

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne?   The River & the Library

What  would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne?  A pool connected to a waterslide

If  you were t he head of  t he house at  hom e for  one day what  ru le would you m ake:

No paying for ice cream
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Dongara Cancelled.  Rescheduling in Gascoyne Junct ion. 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH  

ADVENTURES IN CARDBOARD BY  ELEANOR FORD

A spaceship? A pair of butterfly wings or even a dinosaur? 

Anything?s possible with cardboard!

Unleash your families imagination and enjoy endless hours of 

creative fun with the wonderful craft projects that all start with 

the humble cardboard box. Adventures in Cardboard features 

16 upcycled craft projects for the entire family to create and 

play!

TO THE SEA BY NIKKI CRUTCHLEY 

Keep a secret. Tell a lie. Protect the family. At all costs.

A compulsively readable suspense thriller which will keep you 
guessing and reading up until late into the night.

Iluka has been the only home that 18-year-old Ana has ever 
known. The beautiful wild pine plantation overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean where her grandfather builds furniture, her aunt runs an 
artists' retreat and her uncle tends the land, is paradise, a private 
idyll safe from the outside world.

But the place holds a violent secret and when a stranger arrives, 
Ana will need to make a choice: to protect everything - and 
everyone - she holds dear or tell the truth and destroy it all.
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Met hod

Arrange your rocket leaves, and sliced orange, blood orange, and 

lime, over a salad dish. I sliced the rind off my citrus fruits to create a 

hexagonal effect. Add avocado cubes and feta, and sprinkle over 

some mint leaves.

For the champagne dressing, combine the vinegar, garlic, lemon 

juice, and olive oil. Add salt to taste.

Pour your dressing over the salad just before serving.

Source: www.derbyandpower.com

Ingredient s

For  t he Salad

Rocket leaves

Blood orange

Orange

Lime

Avocado

Goats feta

Mint leaves

For  t he Cham pagne 
Dressing

1/3 cup Champagne vinegar

1 Clove garlic, crushed

2 tsp Lemon juice

¼ cup Olive oil

Salt to taste

Cit rus Salad w it h Cham pagne Dressing
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St rawber ry Cheesecake Tar t

Ingredient s

For  t he Crust

1 1/3 cups plain flour

¼ cup caster sugar

½ tsp salt

150g melted butter

For  t he Fil l ing

½ cup thickened cream

500g cream cheese

½ cup caster sugar

1 lemon, juiced

1tsp vanilla essence

For  t he Topping

Approx. 15 strawberries, 

thinly sliced

3 tbsp strawberry jam

2 tsp water

 

Met hod

1. Heat oven to 180 Celsius. Combine all ingredients for the crust, 

and mix until they form a dough. Press into the base and up the 

sides of your tart tin. Use a fork to prick holes across the base of 

your crust, then bake for 20-30 minutes, or until golden. Allow to 

cool.

2. Using a hand mixer, beat together all ingredients for the filling. 

Pour over cooled crust.

3. Layer strawberry slices over the top of the cream cheese filling. 

Add jam and water to a small bowl and warm in a microwave for 

20 seconds. Stir to combine, then brush the jam glaze over the 

strawberry layer.

4. Refrigerate for two hours before serving.

Source: www.derbyandpower.com 
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APRIL

3 Mitchell Hoseason-Smith
8 Bridie Walker

11 Riley McKeough
15 Katelyn Wright

MAY

3 Dylan Hoseason - Smith

9 Kevan "Pronto" Brand

18 Betty Fletcher

27 Barney McTaggart

MARCH

2 Karen Coffin

6 Genevieve Robinson

9 Thomas Fletcher

16 Andre Omotosho

20 Georgie Hammarquist

23 David Hammarquist

30 Di Kempton
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GASCOYNE DASH
The 2022 Gassy Dash will return to Gascoyne Junction on Saturday April 30 and Sunday 
May 1.  This year the committee is trying to put together a Junction Crew to assist with 
race operations whilst in town.  Roles include waving the flag at the finish line on 
Saturday and the start line on Sunday.  Also needing assistance on the first aid station 
and as local hosts pointing out where to camp, find facilit ies and the way to the evening's 
entertainment.  If you can help  you can  register your interest by visiting the Gassy Dash 
official webpage at www.gasdash.com/volunteer. 

MOVIE NIGHT AT THE PAVILION
FRIDAY MARCH 18

Grab a bean bag or a chair, pack a picnic dinner or your 
favourite movie snacks for a special double screening.

The evening starts at 6pm with a special family movie.  
Those attending will get to choose on the night from our 
special selection.  Children must be supervised.  

At 7.30pm a later session for the grown ups with a 
selection of movies on offer to chose.  

All COVID measures will be in place.   

For more details or to RSVP contact the CRC. 
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Our first official book club meeting will be held on the first 
Tuesday in April.  Join us at the CRC in person or via Zoom 
to spend some time chatting about the book of the month.   
From 6.45pm we will gather, bring a plate of food and your 
favourite drink.  

To register email Ainsley and she will send you through how 
to log in and download the first book.  
tcdo@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au or call 9943 0988.   

LAST CALL FOR BOOK CLUB MEMBERS

SHIRE PRESIDENT DON HAMMARQUIST FEATURED AS

BUSH LEGEND IN WEST AUSTRALIAN 
In the January 14 edition of The West Australian, Shire President Don Hammarquist was 
showcased as a Bush Legend.  The Mount Augustus station owner spoke with the paper 
about following the rules at Australia's Biggest Rock to deliver a magical tourism 
experience.  The article was also printed in the Mid West Times.  Congratulations Don.  

You asked for it, so Footy Tipping is back in 2022 and this year it is online.  Follow the 
link below and use the comp code 63CUN45A or contact the CRC to be added to the 
SUG6705 Footy Tipping Competition.  

https://tipping.afl.com.au/tipping/index.html#/comp/4504/about?code=63CUN4A5

$25 entry fee for year to be paid at CRC with prizes to be awarded at the END OF 
SEASON ONLY to 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.

SUG6705 
FOOTY TIPPING 
ONLINE IN 2022
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How t o prepare at  hom e for  
COVID-19
Preparing for COVID-19 makes things easier if you become infected or exposed to 
COVID-19 and are required to isolate. Here are helpful tips you can do ahead of time:

1. Make sure you have enough face masks, hand sanitiser, and gloves. These can be 
purchased at supermarkets, pharmacies, and other retailers.

2. Prepare a COVID-19 care kit with basic medical supplies such as a thermometer, 
pain relief medication, and electrolytes, as well as your regular medications.

3. Plan ahead and nominate someone to deliver supplies such as groceries and 
medication in case you need them while in isolation. This could be a family 
member or a friend.

4. Plan ahead and nominate someone to help look after your children, pets, or 
anyone else in your care in case you need to go hospital. Again, this could be a 
family member or a friend, and potentially the same person who brings you any 
supplies.

5. Have an emergency contact list with important phone numbers, such as your 
nominated support person, emergency services and your GP.

6. Make sure you have activities to keep you and others in your house, such as 

children, entertained.

FREE RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS 
FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIANS

All WA households can now register to receive free 
Rapid Antigen Tests delivered to their home address.  
One person per household can register for the free 
RATS online.  People who cannot register online can 
contact 13 COVID (13 26843) for assistance placing 
their order.   Regional areas are being prioritised with 
delivery within 15 business days.  

Order Online from the following web address.   

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/covid-19-coronavirus/
covid-19-coronavirus-wa-free-rat-program

AT THE SHIRE OFFICE AND CRC
We are working hard to keep our community safe and our staff safe so that we can 
continue to deliver our services to you.  We ask that:

- You wear a mask when visiting our offices and sanitise hands before entering
- Use the QR codes to check in or fill in the manual check in sheets
- Do not visit the Shire or CRC offices if you are unwell or have symptoms of 

COVID
- The Shire or CRC do not stock RAT tests.  

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/covid-19-coronavirus/covid-19-coronavirus-wa-free-rat-program
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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Brain Teaser
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