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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 28th February
Wednesday 27th March
Wednesday 24th April
Wednesday 22nd May
Thursday 26th June
Wednesday 24th July
Wednesday 28th August
Wednesday 18th September
Wednesday 23rd October
Wednesday 27th November
Thursday 12th December

Council meetings commence at
8:30am in the Shire Council
Chambers located at 4 Scott
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are
welcome to attend the council
meetings and participate in the
Public Question Time session
which is held at the beginning of
each Council Meeting.

UPPER GASCOYNE

COUNCILNEWS

We hope you had a safe
and happy Christmas and
New Years! We're all
looking forward to a big
year in the Upper
Gascoyne Shire.



COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2024

Shire of Upper Gascoyne
Notice of Ordinary Council Meetings 2024

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 and Administration Regulations 12 (1), it is hereby
notified that as from January 2024 to December 2024, Ordinary Council meetings of the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne will be held as follows:

4" Wednesday of Each Month*
February* Wednesday 28"
March Wednesday 27"
April Wednesday 24"
May Wednesday 22"
June Wednesday 26"
July Wednesday 24"
August Wednesday 28
September* Wednesday 18
October Wednesday 23"
November Wednesday 27t
December* Thursday 12t
*Exception being February (brought forward due to long
break between meetings) September (brought forward due
to School Holidays) and December (moved to last day of
school).

Ordinary Council Meetings commence at 10:30am in the Shire Council Chambers located at 4 Scott
Street, Gascoyne Junction, except for the May meeting — this will be held at the Mount Augustus
Tourist Park in conjunction with the Eastern Road inspections.

Road inspections are scheduled for:

April 2024 - Western Road inspections
May 2024 - Eastern Road Inspections

Rate payers and residents are welcome to attend the Council Meetings and participate in the Public
Question Time session which is held at the beginning of each Council Meeting.

John McCleary JP
Chief Executive Officer




WE'RE
LOOKING
FOR....

Customer Service Officer

An excellent opportunity has arisen for a dynamic team player and experienced candidate to
join the Shire of Upper Gascoyne Community Resource Centre (CRC) in a Customer Service
Officer role.

UPPER GASCOYNE

This position will be responsible for providing a high level of customer service to both external
and internal customers and includes responding to routine counter and telephone enquiries,
general administration & finance duties as well as performing various duties as required. The
CRC also runs a branch of the State Library and is an agent for the Department of Transport
and Australia Post and any training required will be provided.

This position is full time 76 hours per fortnight Monday to Friday with a Rostered Day Off
(RDO) each month and reports to the Manager of Finance and Corporate Services.

Remuneration package consists of the following:

« Level 2 Salary which ranges between $55,000 to $60,000 dependent upon experience.
+ RDO which accrues each month

+ 5 weeks Annual Leave

-Uniform Allowance $500 p/a as per Council Policy

For more information please contact Andrea Pears on 9943 0988.
Applications close 4pm on 2nd February.

APPLY NOW!

Send your resume and cover letter to cso@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au



Gascoyne Junction

Community o Y
Resource o O —
—, Centre UPPERGASCOYNE

GASSY GOSSIP SUBSCRIPTION

The Gassy Gossip is HAS GONE digital in 2024. To those how have subscribed hardcopies will still
be mailed out. ONLINE verisons are available via our website. It’s not to late if you still wish to
subscribe, please fill in the form below or call us on (08) 9943 0988.

| wish to receive a hardcopy of the Gassy Gossip from February 2024 to December 2024.

Name:

Address:

Email:

| will pay the $36 annual subscription
. In Person at the CRC
. Debit/Credit Card

I authorise the Shire of Upper Gascoyne to charge
the credit card/debit card below the amount of $36.00 for the annual Gassy Gossip Hard Copy
Subscription.

Card No:

Exp Date: / CCV: Name on Card:

Signature:




JUNCTION CRAFT
GROUP

CALENDAR 2024

30th January End of School Holidays
17th and 18th February AGM/Untutored Workshop
23rd and 24th March Bag Workshop

20th March - 14th Apn'f School Holida s

20th April and 2lst April Tutfet Workshop
25th and 26th May Untutored Workshop
15th and 16th June Untutored Workshop

20th June - I4th Jul y School Holidays
20th July - 2nd August Bullara Retreat (‘Limited Numbers)
24th and 25th August Tutored - TBA

DIst September - Oth October School Holidays
26th and 27th October Creative Workshop - TBA

23vd and 24th November Christmas Craft

Contact
Email - junctioncraft@gmail.com
Alys McKeough — President/Secretary 0438 384 605
Chris Kearney - Treasurer 0428 841818

Junction Cratt Group acknowledges the generous suppart of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne

IFPLH GASCOYNE



BLASTFROM THEPAST

THISSEGMENT OF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS ANDEVENTSINTHEUPPER
GASCOYNE.

This months Blast from the Past was published in the Northern Guardian on
Wednesday 27th August 2003

Local acts rock

By Dan Kean

LOCAL performers rehearsed long and
hard to deliver a polished performance
al the Carnarvon Festival last Saturday
'nmight.

The Mama Garugu dancers from
Burringurrah School performed the
work they have developed with their
community on the Upper Gascoyne.

Their exciting mix of traditional and
contemnporary dance sparkled under the
fireworks.

Yamatji musicians have been hard at
work writing new songs for the festi-
val. The highly rated Red Ochre band
performed material that appealed to the
whole community whether you like
Country, Rock or a cruisey outback
coastal style.

This outfit really caught the reel of
the Gascoyne and showcased original
material developed over the past few
months. |

The word is they have been wowing
the crowds in Perth, the Midwest and
the Kimberley recently. You can pur-
chase their music and enjoy it at home.

Our own Leanne Coombes, a stand
out at Tamworth this year, entertained
the crowds together with a mystery
local band.

It was just the thing after a hot and
dusty day watching the rodeo and all
the activitics of the Festival.

The organising committee would
like to thank the Shire of Carnarvon
and Festivals Australia for their assis-
tance in bringing us this top line talent.




CALLING ALL LOCAL
CELEBRITIES... —m

The CRC is on the look out for our next

SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions
of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community
and our community is keen to get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about
yourself, like your favourite food, which footy

team you support and what you like to do in your
spare time, contact the CRC now with your
answers to the questions below!

You could be our next local celebrity...

Full name:

Nickname:

Place of birth:

Favourite food?

Favourite animal?

Footy team:

Where did you grow up?

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne?

How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne?
What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne?
What services or events would you like to see in the Upper Gascoyne?




BOOKS OF THE MONTH

CHRISTY MANDIN

LUCKY — CHRISTY MADIN

Lucky just might be the luckiest pearl in the ocean...or not?

A pearl named Lucky sets off in search of a new home after her home is crushed by
trash.

While looking for a place to live, Lucky bumps into a certain someone and discovers
something even better than a shiny new shell: friendship.

Lucky is the perfect story to show the harmful effects of ocean pollution and
models how materials can be reused rather than thrown away.

Dynamic backmatter provides further details on the environmental crisis and how
readers can prevent and reverse ocean pollution.

KIMMI - FAVEL PARRETT

On the night of a full moon, a small tropical dingo cub is born. And it is her destiny
to travel far from home to change things for her kind. Kimmi sleeps with her mama
at her back, her aunty at her front and her three brothers squeezed in beside her.
They are a family. But when the farmer who took her father returns to threaten the
rest of them, Kimmi is separated from her mama. In an incredible act of
determination, Kimmi's mama runs over mountain tops and dusty red earth to
spend one last day with her cub and share with her the knowledge that will one day
make her a queen. This is Kimmi's story, the story of how she became Queen of the
Dingoes in a sanctuary that saves them from extinction. It is her mama's story, too.
But mostly it is a story that goes back thousands of years, and follows the long line
of female dingoes they belong to.

BEE MILES — ROSE ELLIS

The untold story of the uncompromising and fearless woman who captivated mid-
20th century Australia with her spectacular acts of defiance.

Bee Miles was a truly larger-than-life character. Famous for being outrageous in
public, or, as she said, living' recklessly’, she shocked and intrigued cities and towns
across Australia. But she was no ordinary wanderer.

Born into a wealthy family, Bee moved in Sydney's literary and artistic circles in the
1920s and 1930s before she took up residence on the streets. A consummate
performer and a perceptive critic, she caught the public's imagination with her
spectacular acts of defiance, emerging majestically from the surf with a knife
strapped to each thigh, stopping a country train in its tracks, hitchhiking across
remote Australia and drawing large city crowds with her Shakespeare recitations.
She was once even voted more famous than the Prime Minister. She was also
repeatedly incarcerated in prisons, confined to mental hospitals and treated brutally
by a succession of authority figures, starting with her father.

Bee constantly defied conventional expectations of female behaviour. The public
found her captivating and fragments of her story have been told again and again in
many forms. Until now, no-one has uncovered the real story behind the colourful
legend. This first full biography offers a fascinating glimpse into a dark side of
Australia's history.

11
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Hello taparents,families ad the school community. YARNING DOLLS: These are some of the "Hl

e e

As mentioned on our Facebook page, we are
immensely proud of Jannayah Clinch our Year 9
student who has been appointed as a member of the
WA Student Council for the period 2023-2024. She
had her first online meeting with some Ministers
last week and she will be heading to Perth in March
next year for a weeklong camp to meet the other
WA Student Council members and for a face-to-
face meeting with the Minister of Education. Keep
an eye out for her reports in newsletters next year.

In 2024 we will have two classes if our preliminary
enrolments remain as expected. Miss Abbie
Connell will be teaching K-2 in Room | and Mr.
Trent Donnelly and Mrs. Miller will be working
with the Years 3-9 students in Room 2. Our SIDE
students will be supervised by Paige Hardie
(Ainsley and Clint’s daughter) who will also be
joining us on a part-time basis.

Happy Holidays & Merry Xmay.
See yow all next vear. )

L
v N
o

=]
dolls the early childhood students made and | =1
took to Carnarvon last week. E‘l

| i ) : 5

8w Christmas Watermelon Slushy ~TafficLight: @
Ingredients:  Serves: 4 (300ml) E'
e 4 cups (approx 700g) chopped, seedless watermelon. %

e 2 cups (approx 300g) frozen strawberries 2 cup mint roughly chopped, plus extra to b
garnish4 tablespoons sugar. =

« Juice of 1 lime (optional) ﬁ
5

Method: =
=

1. Place all ingredients in a blender, blend until smooth. Serve immediately. E
,_I

B . _ _ _ o
[l g gy By By g i i g Bl Bl il
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Health & Wellbeing Excursion

On December 4th, the students travelled to Carnarvon for a health and wellbeing excursion.
They were picked up by a coach bus and driven into town to meet with some local Carnarvon
women who have been meeting on Mondays for ‘Dolls & Yarning’, where they have been making
their own dolls. Helping Hands in Carnarvon photographed the students' dolls at a Carnarvon
location for an upcoming ‘Dolls & Yarning’ book. The students were delighted to be invited and
involved in this and each created an individual doll based on someone who inspires them,
weaving their own stories into it.

Maths Games '

We have been learning to play Paul Swan Maths games this year which promote fluency and
accuracy with basic Maths facts and Maths operations (e.g., subtraction, multiplication,
subtraction, and addition). Students challenged the parents and carers to play these games a
few weeks ago and it appears we have some very competitive students and adults in our
community. It was a close call, but it seemed as if both sides were equal winners at the end of
the morning session.

Thanks to Ainsley, Karen, Mrs Walker, Lisa, Dustin, and Bridie for joining in on this morning of
fun Maths games. Thanks also to Miss Wilson for joining us on her DOTT day.

) =
g By iy By B gy B By B By i




Kindy / Pre-Primary

Orientation

Days

14
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COMING EVENTS

rt has doubled to
r eligible child -
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LAST DAY OF THE TERM

14/12/23

Community Christmas Party and EOY Presentation night

15/12/23-

30/01/24

School Holidays

29/01/23

Staff Return

31/01/24

Students return to school
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Mexman Chicken Noodle Soup

INGREDIENTS

1 tbsp olive oil

1 brown onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed

1L (4 cups) chicken stock

2 small chicken breast fillets

2 x 400g cans crushed tomatoes
1 tsp chipotle sauce

INSTRUCTIONS

Step 1

Heat the oil in a large saucepan over
medium-high heat. Add the onion and cook,
stirring, for 4 - 5 minutes or until soft. Add the
garlic and cook for 30 seconds or until aromatic.
Add the stock and chicken. Cover and bring to the
boil. Reduce the heat to low. Uncover and gently
simmer for 10 minutes or until the chicken is
cooked through. Transfer the chicken to a plate

135g (1 1/2 cups) dried short cut angel @nd use 2 forks to shred.

hair pasta
400g can black beans, rinsed, drained
75g (1/2 cup) frozen corn kernels

Step 2

Add the tomato and chipotle sauce to the stock
mixture and bring to the boil over medium-high
heat. Add the pasta and cook, stirring often, for 5
minutes or until just al dente. Return the chicken,
with the beans and corn. Stir until warmed
through.

Step 3

Divide soup among serving bowls. Top with sour
cream and coriander. Season with freshly ground
black pepper, to serve.

16



JANUARY FEBRUARY

Ella Hoseason-Smith 6  Sophie Wright
Hazel McTaggart 8 Hannah Ball

John McCleary 17 Dart

Nat Rogers 20 Juanita Omotosho
Gracie Collins 21 Cynthia Wright

24 Lachlan Wright
Karen Coffin 24  Anna Collins

Genevieve Robinson
Glenda Sibson
Thomas Fletcher

Andre Omotosho

Laura Litek

Georg|e Hammaqu|St Do you live in the Upper Gascoyne? Is your
David Hammarquist birthday missing from the monthly Gassy Gossip?
Email us at crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Di Kempton

17
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GASSY GOSSIP

Community Christmas Party

Another Communitv Christmas Partv has been done in Gascovne lunction. The evening
started with a fantastic performance bv the students of the Gascovne lunction Remote
Communitv School who performed a talent show. Well done to all those who received
awards on the evening.

Santa arrived in the Gascovne lunction Fire Truck and delivered gifts to the children of the
Upper Gascovne who were at the Partv. Santa once again thanks for making time in your
December schedule to visit Gascoyne Junction

Next up was the food and we must thank Carev Downs Catering for preparing and serving a
spectualar meal for all. A big thanks to the local community for the side dishes and desserts.
Everyone was so well fed.

Lastly thank you to Kenno for our entertainment on the night!

Merrv Christmas to all and thank you for supportlng the Gascoyne Junction Community
Christmas Party ¢ /

Youth Group - Poal?arty

A final event for the year was held on Saturday December 2. Seven enthusiastic members of
the youth group took a splash at the pool at the Junction Pub & Tourist Park enjoying giant
inflatables and fun pool games. There were games of sabotage, racing and testing skills. There
was much laughter and fun as the year drew to a close. Thanks to the staff at the Junction Pub
for some great party food to replenish the energy.

The activities throughout the year have been made possible thanks to a grant from Backyard
Cricket. Whilst splashing around and floating around, group members updated their list of
desired activities into 2024. Stay tuned for the February Gassy Gossip for this years calendar of
events.
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UPPER
GASCOYNE
SOCIAL
TENNIS

THURSDAY
EVENINGS UNDER
THE LIGHTS FROM JUNCTION

5:30PM TENNIS COURT
FROM FEBRUARY 8 GREGORY STREET

FAST 4 STYLE LIMITED EQUIPMENT
DOUBLES & SINGLES sypPLIED

MATCHES WITH BRING A RA ET IF
FAMILY & FRIENDS YOU ﬁAVE O?IQEU

OPEN TO ALL

MORE INFORMATION CRCQRUPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU
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g";m:c'z‘ TIDY TOWNS

SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS

We are hosting the National Tidy Town we neeu help WI“'l

Sustainable Community Awards in May
2024 and we are looking for volunteers
to help in the lead up, during and after
the event to showcase our Upper
Gascoyne hospitality.

If you are interested in helping in
anyway please email
tcdo@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au or
attend the Volunteer Information
Evening on February 9 at 5pm at the
Junction Pub.

¢ Driving Delegates
e Walking Tours
¢ Visitor Information
* Packing Gift Bags
¢ Setting Up Venues
* Packing Up Venues
¢ Light Cleaning

VOLUNTEER MEETING
& © resruary 9
5pm JUNCTION PUB

GASCOYNE JUNCTION

2023 KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL TIDY TOWN SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY




TOADVERTISEPLEASECONTACTUS
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Are you looking for a place to get
your business, your event, or your
items for sale in front of the
residents of the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space

in the Gassy Gossip. Whether its for

one month or year round this is the
place to be seen.

ADVERTISING RATES PER
MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30
Business Card Size - $9.00

Free advertising for community groups

and not for profit organisations.

25
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:‘ ASTROTOURISM

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

2024

New Year Stargazing!
with Carol Redford and Donna Vanzetti, Astrotourism WA

2024 will bring a ‘cosmic treasure trove’ of stunning astro events throughout the year. We can look
forward to more amazing meteor showers, a special line-up of planets, Super Moons and more!

To bring in the new year, January has two lovely conjunctions to look for, starting with brilliant
Venus sitting only 5 degrees from the thin slither of the Moon. The time is 45mins before dawn on
the 9t, looking to the east. This is followed by a stunning meeting of the half moon and Jupiter in the
evening sky on the 18",

For constellations, Orion the Hunter is a famous summer constellation and is up in the early evening
to see now. First thing in the evening, look directly to the east. The brightest star you’ll see is Sirius.

Directly to the left of Sirius is what is often referred to as the “Saucepan”. The “Saucepan” is part of
the Orion constellation. There are three bright stars in a fairly straight line that make up the base of
the saucepan and a handle sticks out at the top right.

Orion has been known since ancient times. In Greek mythology, Orion is a hunter. His image is
upside down in the southern hemisphere! The three bright stars of the base are Orion’s belt, and the
handle is his sword.

And how about looking at some galaxies! The Large and Small Magellanic Clouds {(sometimes abbreviated
to LMC and SMC!) are galaxies outside of our own Milky Way Galaxy and form a stunning spectacle.

From Earth, they look like two faint clouds in the southern night sky. We are super lucky here downunder

as they are only seen from the Southern Hemisphere.

The best time to see the Magellanic Clouds is when there’s no moonlight. Look to the south from
8.00pm, between 10-15th January.

Pop these dates into your cosmic diary and have a star-filled New Year!

OMN THE "HUNTER'

For more stargazing tips, visit www.astrotourismwa.com.au.




g‘ASTROTOURISM

' WESTERN AUSTRALIA

2024
February Conjunctions & Occultations!

with Carol Redford and Donna Vanzetti, Astrotourism WA

Just as our daylight skies are ever-changing, with new sunsets and shifting cloud formations, our
evening skies are constantly changing too, with the Moon, stars and planets providing a smorgasbord
of stunning views. During their orbits we see lunar occultations (when the Moon, appears to move in
front of another, blocking it from view) and conjunctions (when two astronomical objects, likes
planets, appear close together in the sky). And let’s not forget the spectacle of meteor showers,
there’s plenty to see in our night skies!

The Alpha Centaurids meteor shower returns to WA’s night skies from 28th January — 21st February,
peaking around 8th February. This year’s Alpha Centaurids are forecast to produce about 6 meteors
per hour. With the shower reaching its highest point after dawn, your best viewing will be in the
hours up to around 4am.

When and where to look: Early morning, 8th and 9th February in the south-eastern sky.

On 15th February, the moon is a beautiful waxing
crescent — and it’s visible in conjunction with the king of
the planets, Jupiter, all evening. This conjunction is a
good one for naked-eye stargazing or viewing with
binoculars. You'll be able to follow the conjunction until
the moon sets at 10.29pm and Jupiter follows a few
minutes behind.

When and where to look: 7.40pm, 15th February in the
north-western sky.

Pop these dates into your cosmic diary and have a
star-filled 2024!

For more stargazing tips, visit
www.astrotourismwa.com.au.

Credit: Michael Goh Photography
Carol & Donna at Bullara Station
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BELOW. ;

GUIDE CHARTWELL THE ADVENTURER THROUGH
THE CLIFF MAZE TO THE TREASURE CHEST
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OIVERSE SOCIETY
LT JACK

ONE SEVEN SIONT EICHT

CIVIC EVENT
DONVICT SKRIPS
FAMILY
TROTGEMMIE
JANUARY

MEW SOUTH MALEe
REFLECT TONS

ADSTRALIA DAY
FROMEATION Y
HIFTORY

AT ION

TWENTY SIX

ARNIVERSARY DAY

CITIIENSHIP CEREMONTIS

CONCERTS
EVENTS

ARTHNUR PRNILLIF
FIEFT FLEET
CGREAT BRITATIN
HOMWMIRS LIST
INVASION DAY
LANDACAPE
MATTONAL DAY
GFFTCTAL

PORT JACKSON
SYDNEY OOVE

ANA DAY
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Australia Day Word Search
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TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER

WOMBAT

CULTURAL DIVERISTY

KOALA

EMU

DOWN UNDER

TASMANIA

ABORIGINAL

KANGAROO

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA

NORTHERN TERRITORY

QUEENSLAND

NEW SOUTH WALES

AUSTRALIA DAY

MULTICULTRAL

PORT JACKSON
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Gascoyne Junction
2024 GP

CLINIC DATES I C%)

10 JAN O7 FEB 06 MAR 03 APR
01 MAY OS5 JUN O03JUL 07 AUG
04 SEP 02 OCT 06 NOV 04 DEC

Gascoyne Junction
2024 NURSING
CLINIC DATES

24 JAN 21 FEB 20 MAR 17 APR
15 MAY 19 JUN 17 JUL 21 AUG
18 SEP 16 OCT 20 NOV 18 DEC

e GP Clinics will be held on the first Wednesday of each
‘,_J month with the exception of Jan which is the 2nd Wed of

/ the month.
o e First Appointment is at 10am with the last at 2.15pm
e Nursing Clinics will be held on the 3rd Wednesday with thg
exception of January
o ° Appointments will be 30 minutes long but longer
consultations can be requested
a e Appointments will be bulk billed
e Appointment can be made by calling the CRC on
08 9943 0988
This medical service is being supported by the WA Country Health
Service Midwest _,
® SN

: . (&}
Delivering a Healthy WA ® o, (2N

. gz

~ ——

5 Scott Street Gascoyne Junction | 08 9943 0988
wWww.uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au




GP CLINIC

GASCOYNE
JUNCTION
COMMUNITY
RESOURCE
CENTRE

o7 FEBRUARY

UPCOMING

SOCIAL
TENNIS

GASCOVYNE
JUNCTION
TENNIS
COURT

08 FEBRUARY

VOLUNTEER
MEETING
TIDY TOWNS

GASCOYNE
JUNCTION
PUB

09 FEBRUARY

VALENTINE'S
DAY

GASCOYNE
JUNCTION
PUB AND
TOURIST PARK

14 FEBRUARY

N\
==
Shire of

UPPER °
GASCOYNE

2024

SOCIAL
TENNIS

GASCOYNE
JUNCTION
TENNIS
COURT

22 FEBRUARY

EVENTS

SOCIAL
TENNIS

GASCOYNE
JUNCTION
TENNIS
COURT

15 FEBRUARY

SOCIAL
TENNIS

GASCOVYNE
JUNCTION
TENNIS
COURT

20 FEBRUARY

GP CLINIC

GASCOYNE
JUNCTION
COMMUNITY
RESOURCE
CENTRE

06 MARCH

NURSING
CLINIC

GASCOYNE
JUNCTION
COMMUNITY
RESOURCE
CENTRE

21 FEBRUARY

YOUTH
GROUP
GASCOYNE
JUNCTION
COMMUNITY
RESOURCE
CENTRE

o7 MARCH
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