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COUNCIL NEWS
Ordinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 7th February

Wednesday 27th March 

Wednesday  24th April 

Wednesday 22nd May 

Thursday 26th June 

Wednesday 24th July

Wednesday 28th August

Wednesday 18th September

Wednesday 23rd October

Wednesday 27th November

Thursday 12th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott 
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session 
which is held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t

This month has been focused on Administrative tasks , i visited Perth 
and picked up the Shires new telescope and brought this back. We are 
now waiting on the team from Astrotourism WA to come to Gascoyne 
Junction where they will show us how to operate the telescope in early 
2024. 

As with most months I have been busy with Hastings and establishing 
another Road User Agreement. It has been very difficult to get them to 
commit to a certain process in order to move this forward. I am seeking 
a meeting with their CEO and others for the week commencing on the 
4th of December so we can move this along.

Administratively I have been busy putting the Annual Report and 
Delegation Register together. This is the first year we have had to report 
against the new Community Strategic Plan and this has taken sometime 
to reformat and report.

This are moving along with the Commercial Development albeit at a 
glaucous pace. I am now being told that it could take up to 2 years to do 
a re-zoning. This is a work in progress but I will try every trick in the book 
to reduce this time frame.

I have been working with various colleagues to bring the issue of 
Miscellaneous Mining Licences to the table as rateable properties. It 
appears that there is no legal impairment and this would provide 
additional revenue that is badly needed.

The Shire have negotiated with Mr Clive Price to re-purchase the vacant 
Hatch Street Lot. These negotiations have now concluded and the 
necessary paperwork has been submitted to our lawyer to progress the 
sale. This purchase will ensure the Shire has sufficient land available to 
build any further staff homes into the future. We have had two major 
medical emergencies in the last two weeks which further highlights the 
need for a nursing post and a patient transfer vehicle. It is unrealistic to 
expect staff to attend to these emergencies given our very limited 
training and availability.

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services Repor t

It has been a fast paced month that has been helped along with the 
support of a wonderful team. Our financial audit exit interview was 
attended by the Shire of Upper Gascoyne Audit Committee, Chief 
Executive Officer, William Buck our auditors and the Office of the 
Auditor General. We received a recommendation for an unqualified 
(Clean) audit opinion and three best practice initiatives to improve our 
internal control and risk mitigation. Overall it was a very positive result 
and a tribute to the team. Once we receive the final audit documents 
and report in early November we will be putting our annual report 
together in readiness for holding an annual electors meeting in 
December finalising our statutory obligations.
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Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

On October 22 thanks to a grant from Meeralinga, the Upper Gascoyne celebrated 
Children?s Week with 11 children from across the Shire solving clues and completing 
challenges enroute to their final treasure at the Upper Gascoyne Treasure Hunt. This was 
a great fun day for the children and the parents who participated. On Halloween, Billie led 
the litt le ghosts and ghouls of the Upper Gascoyne around Gascoyne Junction trick or 
treating. 13 houses participated in this fun community event. Youth Group in November 
was based around Constructing and Creating with Lego Building and craft making.

The installation works of the EV Charging station is underway. This infrastructure was a 
topic of conversation at the recent AGO Board meeting I attended with Tourism WA and 
the network that is spreading across WA. Tourism operators in the Upper Gascoyne are 
being asked about charging options as the options for larger vehicles is increasing in the 
market. Being on the map as an EV Charging town helps with our tourism promotion 
message and also as a sustainable community.

Our new telescope has been collected and delivered safely and work is underway to 
create a series of events and activities around this in 2024 including onsite training early in 
the new year. I am pleased to advise that the Shire has been chosen as one of 17 locations 
across the state (one of only five north of Geraldton) to be the permanent home of a night 
sky camera which will be mounted on the Community Resource Centre. The camera is 
part of program run by the Perth Observatory and the Global Meteor Network. Each night 
pictures will be taken of the night sky every 3 minutes which can be watched live from 
anywhere in the world. Each day?s recordings will also create a timelapse image of each 
night?s sky. The data collected will help to monitor meteors and night sky phenomenon. 
Students across the world are using the data for scientific research with this a possibility 
for our local schools to participate.

Further from my visit to the Station Stays workshop at Bullara in October, I have obtained 
funding through Tourism WA to undertake a Tourism Capability and Development 
Mentoring Program for the Upper Gascoyne with at present seven potential businesses 
expressing an interest in being involved. This project has an aim of building our 
accommodation and experiences available across the Shire. An RFQ is being prepared 
ready to start the project in early 2024.

I represented the Shire at the Perth 4WD and Adventure Show. We had just under 1500 
visitors through the display over the three day event with 700 brochures distributed. We 
received great feedback from visitors past who love our ?highway? like roads and the warm 
greetings received in our in our community. At the Perth Airport WA Tourism Awards we 
were finalists in the Marketing Campaign and Brand category for our Wander Outback 
campaign. It was humbling to be finalists in the category against larger competitors 
including WAITOC and the South West Regional Tourism Organisation. This was a great 
achievement in our first year of nominations and a fantastic benchmark from which to 
grow.
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Gascoyne Junction has been recognised as finalists again this year in the 2023 Tidy 
Towns Sustainable Communities State Awards in the Waste Management category for 
the reduction of landfill after Dust Up Projects worked with Woolworths on a new 
delivery method for groceries to the Shire and in the Young Legends category where 
Billie O?Sullivan is being recognised for her contribution to our community. Billie and I 
will attend the awards luncheon on November 24 and handover the State tit le to the 
new winner. A frame made of Gidgee wood from old fence posts at Winderie has been 
made to present to the State Winner in 2023.

Our GP Clinic?s continue to be heavily patronised. Work is underway to bring a monthly 
Physio visit to the clinic in 2024. Gavin Griffiths visited Gascoyne Junction in early 
November to look at our facilit ies. He will look to run a physio clinic and a Fit4Life 
program to assist with chronic disease prevention and assistance with exercise and diet 
programs.

Manager  of  Works and Services

The installation of the electric vehicle charging station in front of the CRC has begun. 
The base slab and power supply have been installed with the new unit expected to be 
completed by the end of the month.

The footpath and crossover in front of the DBCA building have been completed along 
with filling in the redundant workshop pit and concrete apron at the CEO?s new shed.

Unfortunately November saw a few separate medical emergencies involving the RFDS. 
Shire staff and members of the community did a great job to assist the patients and 
the RFDS team with limited training and resources. Once again it highlights the need 
for a full t ime nursing station here in town.

As per usual, the Telstra mobile network was faulty during the incidents and hampered 
efforts at times. The network has been intermittent or non-existent since August this 
year. We have contacted Telstra several times but the issues still remain. The 
installation of Starlink on admin buildings, staff houses and several vehicles has been a 
saviour.

The new Dalgety Brook concrete floodway is nearly fully completed. The approaches 
will be stabilised and sealed by the end of the month. The crew will then finish off the 
drainage and rehabilitate the detours before a final tidy up. We will also restabilise and 
reseal two floodways 25km east of town along with resealing various sections of the 
Carnarvon Mullewa (east) road.
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Figure1 Prepar ing for  rest abil ising and reform ing f loodway

MTF are well progressed on the Landor Meekatharra bitumen upgrade. They have 
managed to achieve very good compaction results and will be completed by the 20th Dec. 
The bitumen crew will arrive on the 27th November to completed reseals and the Dalgety 
Brook before sealing approximately 12km of the Landor Meeka road.

Resheeting and reforming sections of the Cobra Dairy Creek is nearly completed. We have 
several sections on the south end needing reforming before we repair blowouts. We will 
then move onto the C?von Mullewa road to repair blown out sections before we 
demobilise for Christmas. When we return next year we will head towards Cobra Mount 
Augustus road to complete our RRG program for the 23-24 financial year.



8



9



10



11



12



13

   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and event s in t he upper  

gascoyne. 

This months Blast from the Past is something very interesting sent in by 
local boy Lachlan  
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  
cel ebr it ies...

The CRC is on the look out for our next 
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions 

of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community 
and our community is keen to get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about 
yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 

team you support and what you like to do in your 
spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

You could be our next local celebrity...
Full nam e:

Nicknam e:

Place of  bir t h:

Favour it e food?

Favour it e anim al?

Foot y t eam :

Where did you grow  up?

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne?

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne?
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Mango and Passionf ruit  Cheesecake
INGREDIENTS
200g gingernut biscuits or Arnott?s Butternut 
Snap Cookie biscuits

80g butter, melted

1 mango, stoned, peeled, chopped

1/4 cup (60ml) boiling water

3 tsp gelatine powder

750g cream cheese, softened

1 1/4 cup (300g) sour cream

3/4 cup (165g) caster sugar

1 lime, rind finely grated, juiced

1/3 cup (80ml) passionfruit pulp, strained

Sliced mango, to serve

INSTRUCTIONS

Step 1 - Grease a 20cm (base measurement) springform 
pan and line the base and side with baking paper, allowing 
the paper to extend 5cm above the side of the pan.

Step 2 - Process biscuits in a food processor until finely 
crushed. Add the butter and process until combined. 
Spoon into the prepared pan. Use a flat-bottomed glass to 
press biscuit mixture over the base. Place in the fridge for 
30 mins to chill.

Step 3 - Place the chopped mango in a blender and blend 
until smooth.

Step 4 - Place the boiling water in a small heatproof bowl. 
Sprinkle over the gelatine. Stir until the gelatine dissolves. 
Set aside for 5 mins to cool.

Step 5 - Process cream cheese, sour cream and sugar in a 
clean food processor until smooth. Add the lime rind and 
lime juice. Beat until combined. Add the gelatine mixture. 
Beat until combined. Divide the cream cheese mixture 
evenly between 2 bowls. Add the mango puree to 1 
portion. Stir to combine. Pour over the biscuit base in the 
pan. Chill for 30 mins.

Step 6 - Add ¼ cup (60ml) of the passionfruit to the 
remaining cream cheese mixture. Stir to combine. Pour 
over the mango layer and smooth the surface. Place in the 
fridge for 4 hours or until set.

Step 7 - Transfer the cheesecake to a serving plate. Top 
with the mango slices. Drizzle with remaining passionfruit 
to serve.
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JANUARY

3 Ella Hoseason-Smith

3 Hazel McTaggart

3 John McCleary

17 Nat Rogers

17 Gracie Collins

FEBRUARY

6 Sophie Wright

17 Dart

20 Juanita Omotosho

21 Cynthia Wright

24 Lachlan Wright

24 Anna Collins

DECEMBER

27 Levi Chongwee

Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 
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Yout h Group

Lego, at the November Youth Group catch up we
discovered that Lego is even more popular than food. 
With boxes of Lego to open and explore, 
the excitement was evident as houses, towns 
and octopi were created. This was a great afternoon
 and we look forward to more Lego sessions in 2024.
Our next Youth Group event will be an end of year 
pool party on December 2. 
We are getting ready to get wet!

Night  Sky Cam era

Gascoyne Junction has been selected as a 
permanent site for a Night Sky Cameras part of 
WA STEM Grant supported by the Department 
of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Industry, and 
Scitech as part of a joint project between the 
Perth Observatory and the Global Meteor 
Network. The camera will be mounted on the 

rear of the CRC and face to the west. The camera will collect data and send to the 
Observatory capturing meteors, satellite passes and other celestial events which will provide 
a unique view of the Solar Systems formation and evolution. It will be used for scientific 
purposes and for public viewing.  It will be possible to watch live images from the cameras 
and they will update every three minutes during the night. A condensed version of the 
previous night sky will also be available in video format. We are expecting the arrival of the 
cameras in early December and all going well activated in the new year. Once live we will 
have a link to the night sky camera on our website.

EV Charging St at ion

Our EV Charging Station is now installed at the Gascoyne Junction Community Resource and 
Visitor Information Centre. This EV Charging Station was made possible by a grant through a 
Charge Up which is designed to make it more cost effective to install EV Charging equipment. 
With a growing demand for charging stations (yes, even here in Gascoyne Junction), this 
infrastructure puts Gascoyne Junction on to the ever growing EV touring map.

Tour ism  Awards

Our Tourism and Community Development Officer attended the Perth Airport WA Tourism 
Awards in early November. The Shire of Upper Gascoyne was a finalist against much larger 
organisations in the Tourism Branding and Marketing Campaign Category for ?Wander 
Outback?. This recognition is an important step forward in the tourism development in the 
Shire.
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Per t h 4WD Show

Over 1500 people visited the Visit Upper Gascoyne stand over the three days of the Perth 
4WD Show. It was wonderful to have people pop in that have visited us recently to comment 
on how wonderful our roads are, how helpful and friendly the locals are and the warm 
hospitality that was offered during their stay. Our accommodation providers have done an 
incredible job this season offering a welcoming home, great food and in turn has led to 
people staying longer, wanting to return and becoming advocates for our backyard. There are 
visitors busily planning adventures for next year, and others that now know where we are 
and have added the Upper Gascoyne to their list.

Tidy Towns

On Friday November 23, Ainsley and Billie attend the 2023 Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy Town 
Sustainable Community State Awards in Perth. Billie was a finalist in the Young Leadership 
category and Gascoyne Junction was also a finalist in the Waste Management category for the 
new bins across town primarily at the Two Rivers Memorial Park and for working with 
Woolworths Carnarvon and Dust Up Projects to implement the Reusable Grocery Tubs for 
home deliveries which has had a dramatic impact on the landfill at our local refuse tip. 
Gascoyne Junction was awarded the Waste Management Category and we will soon be 
receiving a recycle bin for use in town that is made from recycled products. Thanks to 
Natsales for this incredible prize. At the Awards, Ainsley also spoke to the audience about 
what having been the State tit le holder has meant to Gascoyne Junction and also the National 
Tidy Town. She invited this year?s State Winner Pingelly to Gascoyne Junction for the National 
event in May 2024. A frame made from local Gidgee wood from old fence posts from 
Winderie was made and presented to Pingelly.
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Wreat h Mak ing

It was time to get into the festive spirit on Sunday November 26, where the Gascoyne 
Junction Community Resource Centre in partnership with the Junction Craft Group invited the 
talented Kara from Outback Floral Designs in Carnarvon to Gascoyne Junction to provide a 
masterclass on making a Christmas Wreath. The thirteen participants received a bunch of 
beautiful arrangement of dried outback flowers and a buffet of Christmas cheer to let their 
Christmas spirt break free. With Christmas carols as the backdrop a wonderful morning was 
shared. Thanks to Kara for making the trip and to all those who attended.
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups

 and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get 
your business, your event, or your 

items for sale in front of the 
residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space 
in the Gassy Gossip.  Whether its for 
one month or year round this is the 

place to be seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51


	Blank Project
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51


