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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 8th February

Wednesday 22nd March 

Wednesday  26th April 

Wednesday 31st May 

Thursday 29th June 

Wednesday 26th July

Wednesday 23rd August

Wednesday 20th September

Wednesday 25th October

Wednesday 22nd November

Thursday 14th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott 
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session 
which is held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t

Firstly I can advise that I attended the funeral of the late Mr Don 
Hammarquist OAM JP on the 10th of July at the Geraldton Crematorium. 
It was a very well attended service with people coming from far and 
wide, it was heartening to see so many from our Community in 
attendance. Councillor Caunt delivered a eulogy on behalf of the Shire. 
Don was a big man and leaves a big legacy over the 33 years of service 
and it will be a challenge for all of us to continue ?delivering?.

We have had some very good news on developing the Light Industrial 
Land. The Department of Planning, Land and Heritage (DPLH) have 
advised that the purchase price for Lot 556 was negligible with only the 
Document Preparation fee and Landgate Document Registration fee 
applicable ($1,630). I have now made an application 
withDevelopmentWAfor funding to develop the land into eight commercial 
lots, this is subject to an agenda item in this month?s OMC. Advice seems 
to indicate that it could take between 12 ? 18 months to get things 
happening on the ground.

Budget preparations are moving along slowly; until I get a solid fix on the 
opening and closing balance it is difficult to rule projects in or out. Travis 
will be at the offices on the 25 & 26th of July where we will be appraised 
with the opening and closing figure, staff can then make adjustments 
ready for the Council to review and either agree, disagree or make 
changes.

Confusion reigns supreme with the new Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act /  
Regulations, we are still trying to determine how best to navigate 
through the legislative framework.

Ongoing consultation and negotiations are happening with Hastings in 
relation to Ullawarra Road. I am advised that they will present a detailed 
request at the August OMC.

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services Repor t

Happy End of Financial Year! The June period has been flat tack for the 
Corporate Team as we have been preparing for the end of the 2022/2023 
financial year and getting everything ready to roll over into the new 
financial year for 2023/2024.

In addition to all of the great work that is happening, we are seeing an 
increase in tourist traffic to our region. We have also been busy working 
on finalising our draft budget. The Management team and RSM have 
been crunching numbers in an effort to balance the 23/24 annual budget 
in preparation for its adoption in August 2023.
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With a temporary shortage in staff this has placed some pressure on the team to ensure 
continuity of service. I would like to extend a big thank you to the team in managing the 
additional work that has resulted from being short staffed. We are looking forward to 
welcoming the new Manager of Finance and Corporate Services in early September.

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

Medical Clin ic

On June 28 we held a Women?s Clinic at the Junction Medical Clinic that was booked out 
with ten ladies attending. This was followed by our regular monthly GP Clinic on July 5, 
where we had 6 locals attend, and a childhood immunisation clinic was also offered. On 
July 24 I will be attending a working group on Child and Maternal Health across the 
Gascoyne.

Event s

Our Biggest Morning Tea raised $435 for the Cancer Council. Thanks to Cr 
Hoseason-Smith for manning the BBQ and to Cr McKeough and Cr Walker for their 
entries into the bake off.

At the beginning of July I had a meeting with the Keep Australia Beautiful National Award 
Conference Organising Committee to ascertain from them the scope of our role in 
hosting this event. I will be presenting this to the subcommittee in a meeting on July 25. 
At this meeting two potential dates were identified which are now with the Office of the 
Governor General for his approval.

Upcoming Events include the Gascoyne Rocks Science Week Night on August 12 and the 
dedication of the VH-DMT at the Two Rivers Memorial Park with the Bain Family on Friday 
September 1.

Two Gascoyne Food Festival Events will be held in the Upper Gascoyne this year ? A Taste 
of the Gascoyne @ the Junction will be held in Gascoyne Junction on September 9 and the 
Biggest BBQ at Mt Augustus will be held on September 23.

Tour ism

The Visitor Information Centre has been busy welcoming guests to the Upper 
Gascoyne.We are constantly receiving glowing praise for the town, the facilit ies at the 
Tourist Park and the Two Rivers Memorial Park. The friendliness and welcoming nature of 
our community has also been commended. Our data collection program is now fully up 
and running and we are starting to collect some solid data on our visitors which 
continues to compliment the Digital Marketing Campaign. Guests are arriving intending to 
stay one night but on arrival are extending their stay to multi night stays. Guests are 
staying in the Shire for up to seven nights across the National Parks and Gascoyne 
Junction.



6

CO
UN

CI
L N

EW
S

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

Sadly I attended the funeral of Don Hammarquist in Geraldton earlier this month. The 
service was well attended and a fitt ing tribute to one of the Gascoyne?s greatest 
supporters and advocates. Don helped to make the Gascoyne more than a dot on the 
map. Thank you Don.

John, Sean and myself attended the 2021 Aboriginal Culture and Heritage Act 
workshop and rollout on the 28th June in Carnarvon. The workshop, while informative, 
still leaves us unsure and in a state of confusion as to how we work within the new 
framework and still get things on the ground. Sean and I are working with 
representatives from Gumala to navigate this confusing time. Unfortunately the entire 
town site of Gascoyne Junction is now under a heritage site which has made every day 
activities extremely hard to do in some cases. To put this into perspective, we are trying 
to replant and add to our existing plantings along the main street. We are using this as 
a test case to work out how to use the new system.At the time of writing we are waiting 
for a response from Yingarrda. I have also been planning the next 12 months of road 
works and checking to see if any of our proposed works fall within ACH sites. We have 
a section in front of Yinnetharra homestead that intersects with an ACH site. I have 
notified Gumala and am waiting for a response.

Another busy month for the team in and out of the office. Nat and Ali enjoyed a break 
over the holidays with their kids but have been hard at it keeping the gardens and 
parks looking schmick. Nat, David and Sean have installed new shelving and storage in 
the new pavilion storage shed. This is will make catering for events easier and more 
efficient. We have had several contractors out completing insurance work from storm 
damage and also to repair the oval gazebo near the pavilion. Contractors will return 
next week to complete the remaining insurance work.

The works crew have semi completed re-sheeting the race track for the Junction Race 
Club. The club received some funding from RWWA to complete the works. We will 
return just before the races at the end of August to lay the sand out and windrow it 
once the races are over. The works will be received as private works for the shire.

The works crew have also used the time between financial year projects to carry out 
maintenance of the fleet of equipment. Pridham Mechanical mobilised a mechanic for 
10 days to do major repairs and servicing of plant. Westrac were also on site to work 
on our CAT plant.

Thomas has been grading the Cobra-Dairy Creek road, he is approximately half way 
and will continue onto Mt Augustus. Ian will mobilise to the top of Ullawarra road 
including Ashburton?s section before joining Thomas. Damien completed sections 
between Landor and Glenburgh and is now prepping for the Dalgety Brook floodway 
project.

Over the last week Thomas, Ian and I have been mobilising plant and equipment out to 
Dalgety Brook to begin works on the 24th July. We anticipate to build the sub base and 
approaches by the end of July before Yuin contractors take over the site to install the 
concrete floodway, culverts and rock protection.We will then return to cement stabilise 
the approaches.

I am happy to say that we have filled our operator/serviceman roll. Jamie Podmore has 
accepted the job and will begin in late August. Unfortunately we have not been able to 
find a suitable person for the MC position. I will fill in for the interim and we have 
engaged a casual position until Jamie can start.

THEM have almost completed the bitumen upgrade works on Carnarvon Mullewa road. 
They have managed to get approximately 4.5km of bitumen down to date. The 
remainder of bitumen will be completed in the first week of August.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORDINARY ELECTION

CLOSE OF ENROLMENTS

Shire of  Upper  Gascoyne

ROLL CLOSE: 5:00 PM Fr iday, 25 August  2023

You may be eligible to be enrolled to vote in the Local Government Elections on 21 
October 2023 if live in or are an owner occupier of rateable property in the Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne.

Resident s

You are automatically enrolled to vote if you are on the State Electoral Roll as at 5:00 PM 
Friday, 25 August 2023. If you are not already on the State Electoral Roll and meet the 
eligibility criteria, or if you have changed address recently, you must complete an 
enrolment form.

Electoral enrolment forms are available from the Shire of Upper Gascoyne, all post offices, 
all Australian Electoral Commission Offices or the West Australian Electoral Commission 
and must be completed and reach a Divisional Returning Officer in Western Australia by 
5:00 PM Friday, 25 August 2023

Non-Resident  Owners and Occupiers

If you are a non-resident owner or occupier of rateable property in the Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne and are on the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll, you are eligible to enrol to 
vote. If you are not on the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll and own or occupy 
rateable property in the Shire of Upper Gascoyne you may be eligible to enrol to vote. This 
applies if you were on the last electoral roll for the Shire of Upper Gascoyne prior to May 
1996 and have owned or occupied rateable property in the district continuously since this 
time. Please contact your local government for details. Owners of land who were on the 
last Local Government roll continue to retain that status until they cease to own the 
rateable property to which the enrolment relates. Occupiers do not  have cont inuous 
enrolm ent  and should cont act  t he Shire of  Upper  Gascoyne t o conf irm  t heir  
enrolm ent  st at us. To be eligible to enrol as an occupier, you will need to have a right of 
continuous occupation under a lease, tenancy agreement or other legal instrument for at 
least the next three months following the date of the application to enrol.

Joint  Owner  and Occupiers

If a rateable property is owned or occupied by more than two people, a majority of the 
owners/occupiers may nominate two persons from amongst themselves who are on 
either the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll, to enrol as owner/occupier electors.

Corporat ions

A body corporate that owns or occupies rateable property may nominate two people who 
are on either the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll to enrol as owner/occupier 
electors.

Enrolm ent  Form s for  Non-Resident  Owners and Occupiers Only

Enrolment forms can be obtained from the Shire of Upper Gascoyne and must be lodged 
with the Chief Executive Officer by 5:00 PM Friday, 25 August 2023.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   
ar t icl es on  news and event s in t he upper  

gascoyne. 
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  
cel ebr it ies...

The CRC is on the look out for our next 
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions 

of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community 
and our community is keen to get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about 
yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 

team you support and what you like to do in your 
spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

You could be our next local celebrity...
Full nam e:

Nicknam e:

Place of  bir t h:

Favour it e food?

Favour it e anim al?

Foot y t eam :

Where did you grow  up?

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne?

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne?
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dropping in updated copy
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Chor izo & Mozzarella Gnocchi Bake
INGREDIENTS

1 tbsp olive oil

1 onion, finely chopped

2 garlic cloves, crushed

120g chorizo, diced

2 x 400g cans chopped tomatoes

1 tsp caster sugar

600g fresh gnocchi

125g mozzarella ball, cut into chunks

small bunch of basil, torn

INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Heat the oil in a medium pan over a medium heat. Fry the onion and garlic for 8-10 
minutes until soft. Add the chorizo and fry for 5 minutes more. Tip in the tomatoes and 
sugar, and season. Bring to a simmer, then add the gnocchi and cook for 8 minutes, 
stirring often, until soft. Heat the grill to high.

STEP 2

Stir ¾ of the mozzarella and most of the basil through the gnocchi. Divide the mixture 
between six ovenproof ramekins, or put in one baking dish. Top with the remaining 
mozzarella, then grill for 3 minutes, or until the cheese is melted and golden. Season, 
scatter over the remaining basil and serve.
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OCTOBER

13 Jodie McTaggart

15 Wendy Hoseason-Smith

17 Ray Hoseason-Smith

17 Oscar Hammarquist

22 Richard Dowker

24 Ken Kempton
26 Melanie Hammarquist

30 Paula Hammarquist

AUGUST

1 Alys McKeough

18 Spags Burnett

18 Harry McKeough

20 Jodie Gibson

SEPTEMBER

9 Stanley Hammarquist

20 Jason Windie

28 Mathew Hammarquist
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WOMENS CLINIC

Thanks to WACHS, the ladies of the Upper Gascoyne were able to take part in a women?s 
health check clinic in Gascoyne Junction on June 28.  The booked out session proved 
popular with a second clinic being discussed.  Ensuring that regular health checks are 
undertaken in a timely manner is critical to prevention and early detection of disease.  
Moving forward we are hoping to offer more of these targeted clinics to the general 
population on top of our monthly GP Clinic.  In the last quarter of 2023 we will also be 
receiving a nursing clinic each month a fortnight after each GP Clinic.  Stay tuned for more 
details.

BIGGEST MORNING TEA

On July 29th we held our annual Biggest Morning Tea. The Shire have been hosing Biggest 
Morning Tea's since 2013 making this years our 10th  one. Thank you to the community members 
who came to join us on the day, we raised $435.00.  Congratulations to CR Blanche Walker who 
was the winner of this years bake off and all of our raffle prize winners.  A special thank you to CR 
Ray Hoseason-Smith for cooking  the bbq which was very popular. 

YOUTH GROUP

Thanks to a grant from Backyard Cricket on July 28 we held the first get together of the 
Upper Gascoyne Youth Group.  Seven attendees made pizza and brainstormed ideas that 
they would like to see as activities over the next 12 months.  From pool parties, sleep overs, 
camp outs and haunted mansions to learning coding, jewellery making and baking and 
then competitions from raft races on the river, sandcastle making, singstar, just dance or 
just hanging and playing games with friends we have lots of fun things on the list to share 
with our emerging leaders across the Shire. 
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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