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CEO Updat e

Each month I seem to say the same thing ?what a busy month?. 
Well so as not to disappoint, the month of October has been 
very busy for all concerned at both a work and personal point 
of view. I took a week off commencing on the 5thof October 
returning on the 12thof October. Whilst down South I attended 
various medical appointments to keep an eye on how I am 
tracking, all appears to be going okay at the moment, I have a 
PET scan in early November and this will provide a clearer 
picture of where I am. Unfortunately Amanda?s grandfather Jim 
Collins passed away, all staff and Councillors offer our 
condolences to Amanda and her family during this sad time.

I have been kept quite busy with the recent tragedies at 
Mounty Augustus, I have attended two briefing sessions with 
the WA Police and DBCA as well as undertake a formal 
interview with the Police in Gascoyne Junction. It appears that 
these deaths will be subject to full coronial enquiry where they 
will be examined in detail. I have provided the police with a 
formal statement.Since the last Council meeting we have had 
both the Federal and State Governments deliver their 
respective budgets. There is not a lot in these for Local 
Government specifically but we may get some benefit from 
some smaller grant opportunities. I am currently developing up 
grant applications under the BBRF for the Mongers Water 
Project and sealing from the Meekatharra Boundary towards 
the Landor / Dalgety turnoff.

Projects continue to be moved along at a rate of knots, with the 
majority of the works either being commenced, waiting for 
tender decisions and planning. Work is also continuing with 
developing up additional projects in order to take advantage of 
any other grant opportunities that may present.

We have received confirmation from the HVSSP that we are 
allowed to use their $2.5M for betterment works with the 
WANDRRA works being considered as our contribution. This is 
truly a ?win win ?situation.

 I am pleased to advise that all Councillors Hammarquist, Caunt 
and Watters have completed their training, they are all to be 
congratulated on their application and persistence.

COUNCIL 
NEWS

Ordinary Council 
Meet ing Dat es

Wednesday 12th February

Wednesday 25th March 

Wednesday  29th April 

Wednesday 27th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 29th July

Wednesday 26th August

Wednesday 30th September

Wednesday 28th October

Wednesday 25th November

Thursday 17th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.
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At the end of September Billie and Sa attended a Community Resource Networking Conference that was 
held in Northam. The ethos for the day was focused on CRC?s being the ?Agents of Change? and gave way to 
a full day of presentations and speeches given by notable members of the CRC community, representatives 
of DPIRD and some influential business people.

This was a great opportunity for both Billie and Sa to learn more about the fundamentals of a CRC and how 
this community of people have adapted to change and evolved over the years to become more than a just a 
place that offers a photocopying service, but rather now a genuine hub for their community.

These are hubs that offer a diverse range of services for their community and due to the constant change in 
technology, there has been a growing demand for CRC?s to stay modern, current and relative. This has not 
been without challenges, most typical CRC?s are governed by a board or committee, they are heavily 
dependent on volunteers and external funding to remain sustainable and because the needs of their 
communities fluctuate, they work tirelessly to keep up with the demand.

As a result of this, staff that manage CRC?s are continuously having to find ways to reinvent their centres, 
brainstorming ideas in how they can meet the needs of their community, identify and bridge the gaps in 
services that are essential to their people and source funding to keep their CRC?s operating.

Attending the conference was a great experience and definitely an education for me, I did not realise just 
how vital a CRC could be for a small community and how important it is that we continue to support these 
initiatives. Listening to the CRC representatives delivering their presentations, gave me inspiration about 
the potential we have for our CRC and the takeaway message was loud and clear ? CRCs keep communities 
connected!

On the business front, we have seen the flow of visitors to the area slowly decrease in numbers. Whilst we 
are still eager to encourage visitors to our neck of the woods, the lull in people traffic has allowed staff the 
time to catch up on other pending works. These are things like upgrading our IT equipment (computers and 
workstations etc.) to increase our system productivity and efficiencies, preparing audit reports to close out 
the 19/20 financial year and actively searching for grant funding to offset potential projects and upcoming 
events we have planned for the year.

 The ABC foundation kindly donated a pallet of foodbank boxes to be delivered to members of our 
community that were in need. The boxes included non-perishable items such as canned foods and long life 
milk, and some small sweet treats like chocolate eggs (kinder surprise). The Shire was asked by the 
foundation if we could assist in delivering the food boxes to the elderly and members of the indigenous 
communities at Woodgemia and Burringurrah. Shire staff were happy to lend a helping hand to get the 
boxes distributed among members of our community and in doing so engaged the services of Peter Windie 
(Snr) to aid in the delivery of boxes to Woodgemia.
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New  Equipm ent :

The tipper truck build is due to be completed by the end of November, this will be a welcome 
addition to the fleet as we have had further is issues with the CAT prime mover doing a clutch. 
The Shire have requested quotes for a replacement grader camp and expect to have quotes in 
by the end of October. The new drop deck is finally here and will be put to work once the prime 
mover is back in action. Works crew new Ranger Space cab arrived albeit with the wrong tray- 
Midway Ford are sending the correct one up next month.

General:

The disabled toilets in the main office are almost complete. Paul Kearney has replaced the doors 
on the public toilets in preparation for a complete repaint, replaced water damaged skirting and 
patched walls throughout the office buildings and completed the shed at Lot 52 Hatch. 

The new wash down pad in the depot is well underway and should be completed by the end of 
October. The new pad includes a sump to collect waste and debris and will prevent the yard 
from turning into a swamp.

The Shire has sought quotes for the pavilion upgrades and we have secured finance to build the 
new 4x2 staff house and will begin the procurement process in the coming weeks.

Greenfields have been awarded project management of the tourist park seal reconstruction and 
HSVP seal works. Tenders for both were advertised and tenders are to be opened on the 27th of 
October. Gascoyne Group have erected the bypass around Mt Sandiman on the Kennedy Loop 
road and installed the 5000L diesel storage tank at Minnie Creek.

Gascoyne Earthmovig spent a few days in a dozer cleaning up the town rubbish tip area and the 
local dumping grounds. This has greatly improved the appearance and raised the standard for 
others to follow. We will erect ?No Dumping? signs to prevent waste being dumped in the wrong 
locations.

We have been working in with DBCA and DBNGP to put in a bypass on the northern end of the 
Kennedy Loop around the Mt Sandiman homestead. The owners have expressed their concerns 
regarding traffic passing through the homestead and station infrastructure. The Shire have 
organised signage and sourced quotes for their installation to redirect traffic to the south west 
of the homestead along an existing track used by DBNGP.
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FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT   CONTINUED...
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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t his segment  of  t he gossip 
expl or es  past   ar t icl es on 
news and event s . This ar t icl e 
was or iginal ly publ ished  in 
t he  Nor t her n Guar dian NEWS  
on  Oct ober  13 2004

bl ast  f r om 
t he past
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what  is happening in your   cr c l ibr ar y

Need something to read but can't 
access our Library - we've got just the 
thing for you! Access all the library 
content you need with a click of your 
finger! Jump online and get access to 
eResources at home including eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, eMagazines, stream 
videos and online learning resources. 

ONLINE VIDEO TUTORIALS FOR ELIBRARY RESOURCES

Here is a list of step-by-step online video tutorials (eBooks and eAudiobooks, eMagazines and eFilms).  As 
you click on each link, you will notice down the right hand side of the screen you can select on the 
instructions for your specific device.

BORROWBOX- is an eBook and eAudiobook service that makes it easy to browse, preview, reserve, and 
download bestselling tit les on your electronic devices. The service is free to all library users, so all you need is 
a library card number - contact our friendly CRC and Shire staff for more information on how to access this 
great service!

https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/2077

OVERDRIVE/LIBBY/OVERDRIVE FOR KIDS- Borrow and download thousands of eBooks and eAudiobooks, 
includingfiction and nonfiction specifically aimed at 
children.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/1451

RBDIGITAL- There are now more than 3,500 magazines to choose from, many of them in languages other 
than English.  Enjoy a huge range of full colour, interactive eMagazines to download and keep, from a wide 
range of genres including automotive, health & fitness, food & cooking, hobbies and even celebrity & gossip.  
No holds, no checkout periods, and no limit to the number of magazines you can 
download.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/177

KANOPY -Gives you free access to over 30,000 movies and documentaries, including selections from 
Criterion Collection, the Great Courses, film festival winners, independent directors and much more.   
Streaming requires an internet connection. 
https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/3129

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F2077&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624490667&sdata=yIQZE98tFVKH9b8jJ%2F6Ronh%2FxRs3AzYVad5QH37HFR4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F1451&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624500665&sdata=d58r0Aqm7OkP9mczmd5bKXWSBCw510%2FnMpHJ4kK4eww%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F177&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624500665&sdata=y2v3xi5KBmTY9NMeT3REiItmuAkkpL29hGiZKB%2B28f0%3D&reserved=0
https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/3129
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GUS THE 
GARDEN GURU

Help what  are t hese funny look ing bees??
Over the last couple of weeks residents may have noticed what appeared to be a large influx of 
?Bees?, swarms of them in the garden the moment watering occurred and when the weather 
was warm and windy. Small looking yellow and black ?Bees?, making a very loud buzzing sound, 
the children around the Gascoyne Junction town site couldn?t decide if they were bees or wasps. 
After coming and having a chat with old Gus, I was able to shed some light on the matter for 
them.Whilst they look and sound very similar to bees, these are actually Hoverflies. From the FLY 
family.

?Wait what?? I hear you cry out. ?Flies that look like bees? Quick get the Mortein!?

Rest assured my friends. On the list of good bugs for your garden, Hoverflies are right up there 
with the Bees. These litt le beauties rival Bees as top rate pollinators for your garden, they lay 
their eggs around aphid colonies so when the larvae hatch they have access to an immediate 
food source. They are nearly as effective as ladybugs when it comes to controlling aphids.

https://australian.museum/learn/animals/ insects/hover-flies/

https://www.pestnet.org/fact_sheets/biocontrols__hoverflies_084.htm

Hoverfly larva with aphid in its mouth that is 
about to be sucked dry. Note the short spines 
on the body

An adult Hoverfly

https://australian.museum/learn/animals/insects/hover-flies/
https://www.pestnet.org/fact_sheets/biocontrols__hoverflies_084.htm
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Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Met hod

1. Preheat oven to 180° C Fan-forced.
2. Spread tomato halves on a baking sheet. Drizzle with olive oil, and then sprinkle with salt and      

black pepper.
3. Roast tomatoes for 1 hour. Remove from oven and set aside.
4. Heat 2 tbsp. oil, or butter, in a large pot over medium-high heat.
5. Add onion, and sauté for about 5 minutes.
6. Stir in the garlic, thyme, salt, and pepper. Sauté for another minute.
7. Add crushed tomatoes, basil, and sugar to the pot. Lower the heat and simmer for about 10 

minutes.
8. Add the stock and the roasted tomatoes into the pot. Simmer for 30 minutes, stirring every now 

and then.
9. Use a blender to purée the soup, very carefully transfer to a blender or food processor to 

purée. This will need to be done in a couple batches. Return the soup to the pot.
10. Stir in the cream.
11. Ready to serve!

Ingredient s

3 tbsp. olive oil 9 roma tomatoes (sliced lengthwise)

2 tbsp. unsalted butter 1 brown onion (diced)

4 garlic cloves (minced) 1 tbsp. fresh thyme

1tsp. salt 1/2 tsp. black pepper

2 400g tins crushed tomatoes

1 cup fresh basil (roughly chopped)

1 tbsp. sugar 2 cups chicken stock

2/3 cup heavy cream

ROASTED TOMATO BASIL SOUP



30

Easy Ciabat t a Bread

Met hod

Starter (Make the starter the night before you plan to bake the bread. This can be made up 24 hours 
in advance). 

1. Mix together the yeast with 2 tbsp. warm water, and allow it to stand for a few minutes.
2. In a medium mixing bowl add the yeast and mix with the flour and water until combined. 
3. Cover with plastic wrap and allow to sit at room temperature overnight. (If preparing in the 

morning allow it to sit until the evening).

Ingredient s

Starter

1 cup organic bread flour

1/3 cups water (room temperature)

1/8 tsp. active dry yeast

2 tbsp. warm water

Ingredient s

For the Bread

2 cups organic bread flour 2 tbsp. warm milk or water

1/2 tsp. active dry yeast 1 tbsp. olive oil

1/2 tsp. sea salt 11 tbsp. water

Met hod

1. Use a stand mixer and combine the yeast and the warm milk. Let it sit for a few minutes until 
creamy. Add the starter, olive oil, flour, sea salt and water and mix together for about 10 
minutes until everything is combined.

2. Prepare a large bowl lightly oiled with olive oil. Transfer the bread dough to it and cover with 
plastic wrap. Allow it to sit until doubled in size, up to 2 hours.

3. Turn the bread dough onto a well floured surface and with floured hands cut it in half. Form 2 
long loaves shaping carefully from the sides, do your best not to press the dough from the top 
so it doesn?t deflate. This is crucial to get a light and airy loaf with lots of irregular holes.

4. Transfer the loaves to a parchment lined baking tray. Lightly dampen a tea towel and cover the 
loaves. Allow them to rise again until doubled in size, up to 2 hours.

5. Meanwhile preheat your oven to 210° C Fan-forced with a pizza stone in the center for one hour 
before planning to bake the bread.

6. Transfer one of the loaves (with the parchment paper) to the preheated pizza stone and spray 
lightly with water. Bake for about 25 minutes until golden brown to your liking. Transfer to a 
wire rack and allow to cool completely before slicing it with a serrated knife.
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bir t hday announcement s

NOVEMBER
4 Laney McKeough
14 Dustin Walker
21 Dot Hammarquist

DECEMBER
1 Damian Leighton
27 Levi ChongWee
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community 
groups and not for profit 
organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES

A4 - $41.20

A5 - $25.75

A6 - $20.60

Business Card Size - $8.24

Locally owned and operated

15 years mustering experience in the 
Pilbara and Gascoyne.

Competitive rates

Phone: 08 99430832 or 0439920612

email: outbacktrax@hotmail.com

gASSiFIEDS

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SM OK O TIM E
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WE WISH TO ADVISE OUR 
CUSTOMERS THAT OUR OFFICE 

HOURS HAVE CHANGED  

THE CRC AND SHIRE OFFICE 
WILL BE CLOSED TO THE 

PUBLIC FROM 

3 PM EACH FRIDAY
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