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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meet ing Dat es

Friday 5th February

Wednesday 24th March 

Wednesday  21st April 

Wednesday 19th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 21st July

Wednesday 18th August

Wednesday 22nd September

Wednesday 20th October

Wednesday 17th November

Thursday 16th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.

I am very pleased to advise that work has started on improving 
the Human Resources and Occupational Health and Welfare 
aspects of our business. We have signed on with Employsure 
and have completed the initial assessment which will provide a 
GAP Analysis detailing where we are at, where we need to be 
and provide the tools to get to our destination.

Round 1 of the COVID 19 jabs have been administered with a 
good turn out from the Staff and the broader community, big 
thanks need to go to Ainsley for making this happen. Felt a bit 
under the weather the next day but the alternative is far worse 
so I encourage you all to roll your sleeves up and get the jab. 
The next COVID Clinic to be held at the Community Resource 
Centre will be on Thursday 7th October.

The Junction Pub and Tourist Park has transitioned to the new 
lessees Diane and Ken Kempton. The Kempton?s have been 
very busy with the premises already looking a lot smarter and 
cleaner. Almost all of the repairs and maintenance to the pub 
and tourist park are complete. The trades and new lease 
holders have done a great job in bringing the facility back up to 
a high standard and somewhere near where it should be. I 
wish the Kempton family all the best in their new endeavours 
and am sure they will do the town a good service.

The Visitor Stop is progressing albeit slowly due to labour 
shortages and long lead times on materials. At the time of 
writing GBSC have got an extra three grano workers on site as 
such we should start to see an acceleration in the works on the 
ground. The stone wall is being erected this week and foot 
paths, ablution structures and services will continue to be 
installed this month. We are still trying to resolve the bitumen 
seal issue with the contractor.

The VET program is back up and running this year with 
surgeries in Gascoyne Junction on the 25th of October and 
surgeries in Burringurrah on the 26th of October.

Sean has advised that the new banner posts should be in 
Gascoyne Junction next week, it will be great to see these 
erected and with banners fluttering in the breeze. Sean and 
Warren were successful in getting a grant for the Shire to install 
200,000 litre water tank(s), I would have preferred a new truck 
but better than nothing. The bricklayer has bricked up the 
entrance doors into Jarrod?s office and the Council Chamber to 
prevent the ingress of water into the building.
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The nominations for the 3 vacant Councillor position have closed with 5 people 
nominating; inclusive of the 3 sitting members. Dependent on the results of the 
election this may well be the last meeting for some of our current Councillors. 
On behalf of my team I would like to thank them all for their support, guidance 
and patience over the past four years.

Corporat e Services

Since the adoption of the 2021/22 Budget staff have been preparing for 
upcoming works planned as part of this year?s budget such as improvements to 
our Council Chambers (looking at the best options for IT integration and 
modernisation of our facility), sourcing quotes for our Integrated Planning 
review and commencing the roll out of some of our community workshops and 
initiatives.

The 2021/22 Rates were levied and issued on the 31st of August and are due on 
the 5th of October. The Corporate team has also been assisting the WAEC in this 
year?s LG elections - now that we have a final list of nominees we are looking 
forward to the election date come the 16th of October.

As I write this report we are undertaking our End of Year Audit for 2020/21. We 
are hoping to have our EOY audit and annual financial statements finalised by 
October.

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

Visitors continued to call into the Community Resource Centre throughout 
August. We receive so many positive comments about what a lovely town we 
have, and that the town is so unexpected. Our gardens are a highlight, and we 
have received lots of questions about the wildflowers. Visitors regularly ask us to 
thank the people responsible for such a beautiful place.

Two Be Connected Webinars were held during August covering Connecting with 
Others and Can You Spot A Scam. Whilst a small number are attending they are 
enjoying the information as it is being presented.

On Thursday August 26, the first of three vaccination clinics was held and was 
well attended. Thank you to everyone who rolled Up Their Arm to get their 
COVID vaccine. The Nursing staff saw over 30 people throughout the three 
hours they were here. By supporting these initiatives when they are offered to 
the Shire it makes it easier to get these services on a regular basis.

On that note, progress is being made on having a regular health service back at 
the Community Resource Centre. Equipment orders have been placed and 
finding staff is underway. There is not a start date yet, but it is getting closer.

The Library has two new computers for public use, ready and waiting. One of 
the computers will also have a library management system enabling you to 
search for tit les and books that are currently on the shelves. This system will 
allow us to broaden our range of services, and be more time efficient.

CO
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Manager  of  Works and Services

Town:

The town crew have done a great job once again on preparing for the Tidy Towns 
judges visit on Thursday the 9th of September. Plenty of tourists and visitors have 
commented on how neat and tidy the town presents and that it is a pleasant 
surprise when they arrive here. Fingers crossed we defend last year?s tit le as WA?s 
best presented town. The town crew?s fierce leader has been convalescing this 
month after having knee surgery. Sean has been working from home while he 
recovers and keeping all of the town projects and maintenance ticking along.

The new 4x2 staff house has arrived on site and trades will begin connecting 
services and installing fencing,lawns and gardens in the next few weeks. This will be 
a much needed asset to our shortfall in staff housing.

We have continued to work with our hydrologist to secure a reliable town water 
supply. We are still looking at the feasibility of drilling into the artesian supply either 
beneath town or 20kms west of town. We are also still hoping to locate another 
suitable location in the river to supply the town reticulation water. I had a meeting 
with the Regional Manager of DWER, Fleur Coaker regarding the issues we face and 
how it is directly affecting our ability to increase the town?s capacity and sustain our 
facilit ies.

Maint enance Grading:

The wild flowers are out in bloom and have attracted tourists from everywhere. The 
road network has experienced a big increase in traffic and it has taken its toll on the 
running surfaces. We have been going as hard as we can to ensure the roads are in 
good nick for the Landor Races. We have engaged two contractor graders to speed 
things up as we try to make up for the lost time earlier in the year repairing damage 
caused by people driving on closed roads.
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Const ruct ion Crew :

We are well underway in reconstructing the remaining section of road to be sealed 
between the Bidgemia bitumen and Pells section. So far we have reconstructed the 
sub grade and are almost halfway through carting in the base course material. 
Compaction testing of the newly constructed subgrade is well within acceptable 
limits so we should not have any issues with the base course. I have also conducted 
compaction testing of the section previously completed that did not meet standard 
and am happy to report that compaction levels are getting closer the more the 
material dries out. We have released a request for quote via the WALGA eQuote 
portal for the supply of sealing services for these two sections and hope to begin 
sealing in October.

Figure 1: Reconstructing the Existing Sub Grade
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   NOTICE OF COUNCIL ELECTION 
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This art icle w as original ly publ ished in the Northern Guardian 
on Wednesday October 13, 2004.

bl ast  f r om 
t he past

t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on 
news and event s in t he upper  gascoyne. 
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The second book in Tim Harris?s ridiculously entertaining Toffle 
Towers series that will make kids laugh out loud ? and get their 
imaginat ions soaring.

Chegwin?s adventures at Toffle Towers cont inue when, one by one, his 
hotel staff are ?reverse mugged? by two mysterious men. Chaos ensues 
and it?s Chegwin?s job to get to the bottom of these attacks before 
Toffle Towers loses all its hard-earned guests. Meanwhile, the town of 
Alandale is preparing for the annual Great River Race. Once Chegwin 
discovers his saboteur is no other than Brontessa Braxton, owner of 
the rival hotel in town, Chegwin find himself preparing to go head to 
head with her in the Great River Race to save his beloved staff and 
Toffle Towers.

From the bestselling Australian author ofThe Hating Gamecomes the 
clever, funny and unforget table story of a muscular, tat tooed man 
hired as an assistant  to two elderly women - under the watchful eye 
of a beaut iful ret irement  home manager

Ruthie Midonais twenty-four (going on ninety-four) and fully 
committed to her job at a luxury ret irement village. Keeping herself 
busy caring for the eccentric residents means that Ruthie can safely 
ignore her own life - what lit t le there is of it .

Teddy Prescot t is pract icallyallergicto a hard day's work. When he 
rocks up as the ret irement village's newest employee, Ruthie is less 
than impressed. The last thing she needs is a distract ion as irritat ing 
(and handsome) as this selfish rich kid.

Lucky for Ruthie, her favourite pair of mischievous residents need a 
new assistant to torture . . . so she hands over Teddy, ready for them to 
send him running.

Except Teddy may be about to surprise her - not just by surviving the 
old women's ant ics, but by charming Ruthie so much, she starts to 
remember that there's more to life than work . . . Could Teddy be far 
more than simply an unwelcome distract ion?
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You?re invit ed t o join in t he 2021 Aussie Backyard Bird Count , running Oct ober  18 - 24!

Our common backyard species give us the best indication of the health of our natural environment 

? think of birds as a barometer for nature!

That?s why each October, people count how many birds they see within 20-minutes in their 

backyard, local park, or any other area. This provides a snapshot at the same time each year, 

allowing us to look at trends in our bird communities, and enabling you to make an important 

contribution to citizen science from your own home!

Especially important in 2021, the Bird Count is a fun, safe activity that can be enjoyed no matter 

the Covid situation in your area. Counting birds isn?t just a fun activity for you and the environment 

? spending time observing nature has been proven to provide benefits to mental health and 

well-being. All it takes is 20 minutes in your backyard, local park, or favourite outdoor space ? 

anywhere you can count birds.

Count the birds that are counting on you.

Register now to be part of the nation?s largest annual 

citizen science event! 

To find out more, visit aussiebirdcount.org.au  
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NEXT CLINIC GASCOYNE JUNCTION THURSDAY 
OCTOBER 7

Western Australia is one of the safest places in the world. To help protect our lifestyle, COVID-19 vaccinations are 
now rolling out across the state.  All Western Australian adults will be able to receive the COVID-19 vaccine in 
metropolitan Perth and at regional clinics when they are eligible.

Find out when and where to go to receive a COVID-19 vaccination by visiting the online eligibility checker.You can 
also sign up to be notified when it?s your turn to be vaccinated.

To stay updated on the vaccine rollout, find trusted resources, and answers to any questions you may have, visit 
the WA Government?s Roll up for WA website.

Advice in different languages is available online at 
www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-information-in-your-language.

For more information about the vaccination program visit: healthywa.wa.gov.au/COVID19vaccineor call 13 COVID 

(13 268 43).

https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility
https://rollup.wa.gov.au/
https://rollup.wa.gov.au/
https://rollup.wa.gov.au/
https://rollup.wa.gov.au/
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-information-in-your-language
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-vaccine
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Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

MOJITO SYRUP CAKE
Ingredient s

CAKE

- 6 eggs
- 500 gram butter
- 2 tablespoon finely grated lime rind
- 2 cup (440g) caster (superfine) sugar
- 3 1/2 cup (525g) self-raising flour
- 2 cup (500ml) buttermilk
- 1 small_piece (700g) fresh coconut
- 3 1/2 cup (875ml) thickened (heavy) cream
- 1/3 cup finely chopped fresh mint

MOJITO SYRUP

- 2 tablespoon finely chopped 
fresh mint

- 2 cup (440g) caster 
(superfine) sugar

- 1 cup (250ml) white rum
- 1 cup (250ml) lime juice

Met hod

1. Separate eggs. Have eggs and butter at room temperature.
2. Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F. Grease two deep 20cm (8-inch) round cake pans and line 

bases with baking paper.
3. Beat butter, rind and sugar in large bowl with electric mixer until light and fluffy, beat in 

egg yolks. Stir in sifted flour and the buttermilk in two batches.
4. Beat egg whites in medium bowl with electric mixer until soft peaks form, fold into cake 

mixture in two batches.
5. Spread mixture evenly into pans. Bake about 50 minutes.
6. Make mojito syrup. Stir mint, sugar, rum, lime juice and mint in medium saucepan over 

high heat, without boiling, until sugar dissolves. Bring to the boil. Strain syrup into 
medium heatproof jug and discard solids. Refrigerate half the syrup until cold. Reserve 
remaining hot syrup.

7. Turn cakes, top-side up, onto wire racks over trays. Pour hot mojito syrup over hot cakes. 
Cool.
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8.    Pierce the coconut 'eyes' with a strong metal skewer. Drain liquid from coconut.    
      Tap  coconut with hammer or meat tenderiser until husk cracks. Quarter coconut
      and peel away outer skin. Using a vegetable peeler, peel flakes from coconut flesh.
      You will need about 3 cups.

9.    Beat cream and ½ cup reserved cold syrup in medium bowl with electric mixer
        until soft peaks form. Divide cream evenly into two bowls. Stir chopped mint into

          one bowl of  cream.

     10.  Split cakes in half. Place one cake layer on cake plate, cut-side up and brush with ¼ 
                 cup of the remaining cold syrup. Spread with one-third of the minted cream

                       mixture. Repeat layers, finishing with cake. Spread plain cream mixture all over
                               cake, then press coconut over cake. 
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Gus t he Garden Guru 

WATCH OUT FOR THIS 
PLANT

Ask Gus?
Have a gardening question that you need answering?

Send your questions to Ask Gus via email to the 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au and Gus will reply to you 
in the next edition of the Gassy Gossip

Birdsville indigo - Indigofera Linnaei

 

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?

Birdsville Indigo (Indigofera linnaei) is a flat, mat 

forming, annual or perennial legume.  It has many thing, 

hairy stems, and alternate pinnate, grey-green, hairy, 

oval shaped leaflets in two rows.  It produces tight 

clusters of pinkish red pea like flowers followed by 

groups of cylindrical seed pods.  The plant is most 

abundant in pastures at the start of summer wet 

season, when rains first stimulate plant growth.

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?

The plant is toxic to horses.  Dogs are also sensitive to 

the toxin but will not consume the plant themselves.  

They are effected if they consume the meat of horses or 

camels affected by the toxin.  

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS IN HORSES?

The weed causes a disease called Birdsville Disease, 

which is ultimately fatal.  Affected horses show a variety 

of signs that include general weakness and 

nervousness, depression,uncoordination, shivering, 

twitching or swaying.  The first signs observed in horses 

are loss of appetite, depression and bad breath.  

Protacted cases will exhibit weight loss and toe 

dragging.  
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Gus t he Garden Guru 

WATCH OUT FOR THIS PLANT
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Junct ion Net ball Team

2021 Season Wrap

Junction Netball smashed through their first ever 
season with the Carnarvon Netball Association 
despite having a new team dynamic with a 
combination of new and returning players. From the 
first time on court, Junction showed determination to 
prove that our team could be a serious contender in 
the 2021 competition.

All players quickly got to know each other to create a 
positive, fun and supportive environment on and off 
the court. Each Tuesday night, the player?s drove the 
340km round trip from Gascoyne Junction and 
surrounding Stations to Carnarvon and back. 
Junction finished undefeated on top of the ladder at 
the end of the regular season before winning their 
way directly to the Grand Final.  On September 7, 
nervous netballers made their way back to 
Carnarvon where they went on to win the Grand Final 
against One Mile Netty 43 ? 38.

Massive congratulations to Jodie McTaggart for best 
on ground for the Grand Final and Kayla Jarratt for 
Fairest and Best for the 2021 Senior Competition.

Junction Netball would like to thank our sponsors 
Elders for kitting us out in our Netball Dresses and 
the Shire of Upper Gascoyne for the ongoing support 
and the use of the pool car weekly. 

We would also like to thank Carnarvon Netball 
Association in helping us organise umpires and early 
game times!  And last but not least, the Upper 
Gascoyne Community for your support throughout 
the year has been incredible.  

Junction Netball team were proud to come away with 
the wins this year and we look forward to celebrating 
the end of season with everyone. Bring on the 2022 
season!

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE 2021 JUNCTION 

NETBALL TEAM

Kayla Jarratt 

Blanche Walker

 Billie O?Sullivan

 Nadine Collins

 Sa Toomalatai

 Jodie McTaggart

 Cherie Walker

 Danni Ackroyd

 Rachel Thomson

 Izzy Ritter

 Yvette Lysle
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DECEMBER

27 Levi ChongWee

OCTOBER

13 Jodie McTaggart

15 Wendy Hoseason-Smith

17 Ray Hoseason-Smith

17 Oscar Hammarquist

22 Richard Dowker

24 Ken Kempton

26 Melanie Hammarquist

30 Shiney

30 Paula Hammarquist

NOVEMBER

4 Laney McKeough

14 Dustin Walker

21    Dot Hammerquist
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and 
not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or your items for 
sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  Whether its for 
one month or year round this is the place to be seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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