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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meet ing Dat es

Friday 9th February

Wednesday 23rd March 

Wednesday  27th April 

Wednesday 25th May 

Wednesday 22nd June 

Wednesday 27th July

Wednesday 24th August

Wednesday 21st September

Wednesday 26th October

Wednesday 23rd November

Thursday 15th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.

CEO Updat e

This month has come and gone in the blink of an eye and has 
been mainly centred on administrative tasks such as preparing 
the Annual Report, Local Laws, requests for quotations, 
tenders, issues surrounding the visitors stop, various grant 
opportunities, native tit le, OH&S introduction and Human 
Resources Policy Reviews.

It is heartening to see the visitors stop finally progressing with 
the aircraft now in situ and the music shell in place. Once 
complete this will be a major draw card for Gascoyne Junction 
and the Shire.I anticipate that the later part of November will 
be very hectic with the WALGA Zone and Regional Road Group 
meetings, the Coronial Inquest for Mount Augustus, the 
combined LEMC Meeting in Carnarvon, LGIS Visitation and the 
final COVID 19 vaccination shots all taking place.

Corporat e Services Updat e

Since the October Council Meeting the Corporate Services 
team have really kicked some work goals.Our 2020/21 End of 
Year Audit has been completed and our Financial Report has 
been finalised. This has been a great effort by staff and RSM 
alike as we have received really good feedback in regards to 
our preparation and prompt assistance during the audit 
process. I would like to extend a big thank you to my team who 
helped to make the overall process run as smoothly and 
efficiently as possible.

In addition, we also finalised our Roads to Recovery and Local 
Roads and Community Infrastructure (LRCI) acquittals and our 
reports were audited and signed off by the OAG towards the 
end of October, just in time to meet the deadline set by the 
funding bodies. Again, the team received high praise for their 
prompt assistance and timely action during this audit process.

In the midst of all this and to help keep things light, staff have 
also been working hard on preparing for our annual 
Community Christmas party which is coming together nicely.
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Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

October has been a busy one at the Gascoyne Junction Community Resource 
Centre.

The Centre has hosted community events including a Be Connected Workshop, 
our third COVID vaccination Clinic, a Bike WA month event and a series of 
activities each afternoon for a week celebrating Children?s Week.Both Bike WA 
Month and the Children?s Week activities were conducted utilising grants.Our 
feedback from these events has been very positive with arts and craft activities a 
popular request from the participants for throughout the year.The third COVID 
vaccination clinic was again well supported.A final clinic for 2021 will be held in 
November which will provide an opportunity for those who received Astra 
Zeneca at the August clinic to also become double vaccinated.Conversations 
have commenced about arranging for a booster clinic to be conducted back in 
Gascoyne Junction towards March next year for those who will require a 
booster.

Emails are going backwards and forwards with WAHCS in regards to restoring a 
regular medical clinic out of the Gascoyne Junction Community Resource Centre. 
Measuring the medical room and checking insurances has been on the list, and 
the correct equipment is being ordered.Each email brings this goal a step 
further.

The TCDO travelled with DBCA along the Kennedy Loop Track mapping the 
route, generating content and identifying areas of interest over two 
nights.Meetings have also been held with Carnarvon Shire re the opportunity to 
cross promote our destinations in the upcoming 2022 Tourism Season.

Works and Services Updat e

Power has been connected to the new staff house and retaining walls are now 
complete, unfortunately the original landscaper has reneged and the next 
available supplier will finish the gardens off after summer.The fencing will be 
completed over the next two weeks.

The new visitors stop has seen a change of pace with the cladding of the 
ablutions and shade structures.The aeroplane main feature has been 
suspended in the air and is proving to be very popular with passer byes.The 
landscaping should be completed by mid-November however unfortunately we 
have delayed the installation of the lawns until more water is sourced from the 
river and once summer has passed.The defective bitumen parking area has 
been removed and new material will be imported once sufficient dry back of the 
sub grade has been achieved.

CO
UN

CI
L N

EW
S



6

Works and Services Updat e Cont inued

Our pursuit of finding a new location for our bore supplying reticulation water 
has stalled with exploratory drilling not yielding great results.Bond Rural 
conducted some spear drilling which produced unfavourable conditions for 
more water. We are now revisiting permits/applications for entry to Eastern 
location and or entering into discussions with Water Corp and DWER.This 
outcome is putting more emphasis on the importance of securing a more 
permanent solution.Richard Nixon from Global Groundwater has presented a 
report to council on possible drill sites for sub-artesian water.We are now in the 
process of obtaining drill specs so we can go to public tender for drilling 
services.

Const ruct ion Crew :

We have finally finished laying in the remaining 4.5km of basecourse in 
readiness for bitumen.Downer have advised they will be onsite on the 8th 

December to put down the seal.This will add a total of 11.75km of new seal to 
the Carnarvon Mullewa road this year.The crew will return to complete the 
shoulders, drains and batters once the seal is complete before we shut down for 
Christmas.Our next capital works project will be preparing 5km of the Landor 
Meekatharra road for new seal in 2022-23.CO
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Chr ist m as/New Year  
Bin Collect ion

DUE TO THE  BOXING DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY, BINS WILL BE 
COLLECTED ON WEDNESDAY 29TH DECEMBER 2021.

(NORMAL BIN DAY SERVICE WILL APPLY IN THE NEW YEAR)

Cont ainers for  Change
When discarding your  rubbish, rem em ber  t hat  t he st udent s at  t he Gascoyne Junct ion 
Rem ot e Com m unit y School are par t icipat ing in Cont ainers for  Change.  You can place any 
accept ed cont ainer  in t he bins out side t he school fence.  Most  alum inium , glass, plast ic, 
st eel and l iquid paperboard beverage cont ainers bet ween 150m l and 3L are eligible.  Eligible 
cont ainers m ust  be included on t he schem e's l ist  of  product s or  display t he refund m ark  eg. 

10c refund at  a collect ion depot s/point s.  These bins are not  for  general rubbish and plain 
m ilk  cont ainers of  al l sizes , glass cont ainers t hat  have cont ained w ine or  pure spir it s, 
cont ainers larger  t han 1L t hat  have cont ained f lavoured m ilk , pure f ru it  or  veget able ju ice, 
cask  w ine or  cask  wat er , concent rat ed or  undilut ed cordial or  syrup cont ainers, sachet s 
above 250m l t hat  have cont ained w ine and regist ered healt h t onics.  For  m ore det ails visit  

t he Cont ainers or  Change websit e.  All funds raised suppor t  t he Gascoyne Junct ion RCS.    
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This art icle w as original ly publ ished in the Northern Guardian on 
Wednesday December 1st, 2004.

bl ast  f r om 
t he past t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es 

on news and event s in t he upper  gascoyne. 
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Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Met hod

1. Line a 20 x 30cm slice pan with 2 layers of plastic wrap, extending 10cm over the sides. Arrange 2 
rows of 6 wafers, side by side in the pan, leaving a 2cm gap down the middle of the pan.

2. Use an electric mixer to whisk the cream and condensed milk in a bowl until soft peaks form. With 
the beaters going, gradually add the coconut cream and whisk until just combine and the cream still 
holds its shape (be careful not to over-beat or beat to high as the mixture will curdle). Fold in the rice 
bubbles and frozen raspberries until just combined. Carefully spoon over the wafers and smooth the 
surface. Cover with rows of remaining wafers to line up with the base wafers, leaving a 2cm gap in the 
centre. Fold over the plastic wrap. Place in the freezer for 4 hours or until firm.

3. Use the plastic wrap to lift the ice-cream slab out of the pan and onto a chopping board. Trim off the 
excess ice-cream around the wafers and down the 2cm centre gap. Working from the centre, carefully 
slice the slab into 12 wafer-sized sandwiches. Place the sandwiches on a tray lined with baking paper 
and return to the freezer for at least 1 hour or until you are ready to decorate

4. Taking one ice-cream sandwich from the freezer at a time, dip one end into the melted chocolate to 
come 2cm up the sides. Sprinkle half the sandwiches with coconut and half with pistachio. Return each 
sandwich to the tray in the freezer. Repeat for remaining sandwiches. Place in the freezer for 1 hour or 
until firm.

Ingredient s

60g (24) natural ice-cream wafers

375ml (1 1/2 cups) thickened cream

395g can sweetened condensed milk 

270ml can coconut cream

70g (2 cups) rice bubbles

160g (1 1/2 cups) frozen raspberries, plus extra, to serve

290g packet white chocolate melts, melted

20g (1/4 cup) shredded coconut, toasted

WHITE CHRISTMAS ICE-CREAM SANDWICHES

Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Met hod

1. Cook the pasta in a large saucepan of boiling salted water until al dente. Drain. Refresh 

under cold water. Drain.

2. Meanwhile, spray a chargrill pan with oil and heat over high heat. Cook zucchini for 1-2 

minutes on each side or until charred and tender. Transfer to a plate.

3. Combine the pesto dip, aioli and 1-2 tablespoons water (enough to make a pourable 

dressing) in a small bowl. Season.

4. Place the pasta in the base of a glass serving bowl. Top with layers of rocket, 

bocconcini, tomato, zucchini, capsicum, pesto dressing, basil and top with pine nuts.

Ingredient s

- 300g dried spiral pasta

- 3 zucchini, thinly sliced lengthways

- 150g basil pesto dip

- 170g (2/3 cup) aioli

- 60g baby rocket

- 2 x 220g tubs bambini bocconcini, drained

- 200g baby tomatoes, halved

Bocconcini and Tomato Pasta Salad
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Tis time to Trim the Tree.  Normally our homes are littered with plastic imitation fir and pine trees from 
far away places but have you ever considered a native real life Christmas Tree for your home.  

What better way to celebrate Christmas than stringing some tinsels and lights around your very own 
living Christmas Tree.  Its far more sustainable and you get to add some native flora to your backyard 
after Christmas.   Another bonus is if you have potted and indoors for the festive season it helps with 
your indoor air purification and it helps with preserving native plant species.  By taking special care the 
tree will be the focus of family Christmas's to come and make a great family tradition. 

There is of course the Western Australia Christmas Tree or Nuytsia Floribunda.  It is quite a unique 
species with no relatives and is actually part of the mistletoe family.  Unlike other mistletoe trees it 
grows in the ground and not on the branches of other trees.  The flowers are a rich source of nectar for 
nectar eating birds.   

Other Options for the perfect Australian 
Native Christmas Tree include:

- Norfolk Island Pine
- Wollemi Pine
- South Esk Pine
- Woolly Bush
- Geebung
- Bush Christmas Lilly 

Pilly

GUS THE GARDEN 
GURU

Nat ive Chr ist m as 
Trees
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DFES WEATHER STATION
November 16 saw the installation of a 
new automated weather station in the 
Shire of Upper Gascoyne Depot.  
Works Manager Sean Walker and 
Weather Recorder Cherie Walker were 
on hand to review the finished 
product.  

The new station will take readings 
every 10 minutes and the recordings 
can be viewed in two places on line 
also with links from the Shire website. 

First stop is weather.agric.wa.gov.au

This site brings up a map of Western 
Australia.  Our dot is known as  DFES-A 
Portable BTSA.  If you click on the dot 
where Gascoyne Junction is  will bring 
up readings including temperature, 
lowest temperature in the past 24

hours, the feels like temperature, relative humidity, rainfall since 9am, wind speed, 
height and direction and much more.  You can also find this data on the BOM website.  
If you first go to WA and All WA Observations from the drop down menu, then scroll to 
the very bottom of the page until you come to the table entitled Portable you can then 
select the Gascoyne Junction observations by selecting Portable BTSA (DFES).  

This automated station will not only help with day to day weather recordings but also 
help with obtaining accurate and timely information during emergency situations.  
Thanks to the DFES crew for making this possible.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School 
hosted the 2021 Remembrance Day Service in 
the school grounds on November 11. 

Representatives from the School, the Shire, the 
wider community attended the service that was 
conducted by school leaders Dustin and Bridie 
Walker.  The pair conducted the service with 
confidence and respect. 

After hearing the reasons why we stop for a 
moment of silence on the 11th Hour of the 11th 
Day of the 11th Month the School invited the 
community to share in a small morning tea. 

LEST WE FORGET 
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COVID CLINIC
The fourth and final COVID Clinic of 2021 was held at the Gascoyne Junction Community 
Resource Centre on November 18.  Again, the clinic was well attended with a few first time 
vaccinations and a host of other members of the community joining the double vaxxed 
club.  The Upper Gascoyne is doing well in reaching important vaccination milestones so 
thank you to all.  

If you still need a first or second vaccine you can still receive these in Carnarvon.  You can 
book an appointment online at rollup.wa.gov.au 

In the New Year we will have further details on potential Booster Clinics to be held around 
the start of April.  Further details will be in future editions of the Gassy Gossip when they 
become available.

YOGA & FITNESS CLASSES
Wednesday mornings from 6.30am to 7am the 
Gascoyne Junction Oval is covered in yoga mats as 
weekly classes have resumed.  Run by Hee Jeong, the 
classes combine yoga, pilates and general fitness to 
get the heart started and muscles stretched on a 
Wednesday.  The perfect mid week pick me up.  
These classes are open to all.  $10 a lesson.  For more 
details call Hee Jeong on 0499 107 761    

Starting in February we will be holding the First Tuesday 
Night Book Club.  Join us at the CRC in person or via Zoom 
to spend some time chatting about the book of the month.   
From 6.45pm we will gather, bring a plate of food and your 
favourite drink.  

We will be able to download books through the library so 
no need to be ordering books online.  If you are interested 
and want to find out more please register your interest by 
email to Ainsley on tcdo@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au or call 
9943 0988.   

UPPER GASCOYNE 1ST TUESDAY 
NIGHT BOOK CLUB
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DECEMBER

16 Scarlet Atherton

27 Levi ChongWee

JANUARY

3 Ella Hoseason-Smith

3 Hazel McTaggart

3 John McCleary

17 Nat Rogers

17 Gracie Collins

FEBRUARY

5 Billie O'Sullivan

6 Sophie Wright

17 Dart

21    Cynthia Wright

23 Carmen Wilson

24 Lachlan Wright

24 Anna Collins
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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