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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Friday 9th February

Wednesday 23rd March 

Wednesday  27th April 

Wednesday 25th May 

Wednesday 22nd June 

Wednesday 27th July

Wednesday 24th August

Wednesday 21st September

Wednesday 26th October

Wednesday 23rd November

Thursday 15th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.

CEO Updat e

John has been away on leave for the past three weeks with Sa 
and I filling in as Acting CEO?s.We have both had our hands full 
with budget reviews, eQuotes, public tenders, completing road 
inspections and fielding phone calls from John.

Hastings have provided us with feedback regarding our 
proposed changes to the Draft Road Use Agreement (RUA). At 
the time of writing, revision C of the draft hit our desks and we 
are reviewing the updated version. I am pleased to say that the 
RUA is getting very close to being formalised and mutually 
agreed upon. Hastings have demonstrated that they are 
committed to producing a document that is in alignment with all 
stake holders? values and priorities.

Corporat e Services Updat e

The Corporate Services staff are now back in full swing. Dates 
have been confirmed for our Interim Audit with William Buck 
and this will be scheduled in April. Preparation will commence 
shortly on the Auditors requirements list.

After postponing an onsite visit in February due to the bushfire 
events that we had in the area, the visit from our website 
developer finally occurred on March 15 and 16. Even this visit 
was touch and go with a fire flaring up again in our 
neighbouring Carnarvon Shire. Chris Ashplant from Market 
Creations attended our office to deliver a workshop on 
developing further improvements on our Shire website. Our 
agenda for the two day consultation was focused on areas 
including our Road report, providing statutory content to meet 
compliance, an update to our Tourism pages, functionality, 
accessibility and ease of navigation to information, formatting 
and branding etc. 

For the staff that attended it was very beneficial to have Chris 
onsite. This gave us the opportunity to highlight areas of 
concern, and find out how we as administrator users can 
improve on them to create not just a better website, but a 
better experience for our end users.

In closing and keeping to the topic of professional development, 
staff had the opportunity to undertake Forklift training on site at 
the beginning of the month. The training consisted of both 
theory and a practical test, which took a day and a half to 
complete. I am proud to advise that all staff who participated in 
the training passed with flying colours and are now licensed 
forklift operators.
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The Community Resource Centre is gearing up to celebrate its 10th Birthday this 
October.
There are events and activities planned throughout the year for our community 
and visitors to the Shire.

In February we again hosted a COVID Clinic to begin to administer booster shots 
to the residents of Upper Gascoyne which saw another great turn out from our 
residents despite some closed roads.Our populations is over 75% double 
vaccinated and 45% boosted. From ongoing meetings with WACHS the CRC will 
recommence hosting a monthly GP clinic from April 5. This date is tentative with 
final details still being arranged but equipment has begun arriving to set up a 
permanent medical clinic room in the CRC. The doctor that has been allocated 
will be based in Carnarvon and will also have a role on other outreach projects 
across the Gascoyne and in an educational role at the Rural Clinical School.

 The first of our major events for 2022 is being held on April 1, with Bogan Bingo 
coming to Gascoyne Junction for a night of fun at the Pavilion. Our next large 
event will be on July 23 with a bush dance to celebrate Christmas in July.

Work is scheduled to commence in the next month or so on becoming a 
registered Dark Sky destination in readiness for the 2023 Solar Eclipse Event.We 
are also in the final stages of getting our Visitor Information Centre 
Accreditation and RV Friendly Town Accreditation in preparedness for the 
season ahead.Focus will then turn to the museum and commencing free 
walking tours of Gascoyne Junction for the tourism season each weekday 
afternoon.

Works and Services Repor t

I attended the Regional Road Group and WALGA Zone meeting with the CEO and 
Shire President on 25th February. We are pleased to announce that we have fully 
expended our RRG expenditure for 2020-21. We also notified the group of our 
additional funding including the $2.5M for the Pells Bitumen upgrades and 
$300,000 in Indigenous Access funding to re-sheet approximately 3km of the 
Landor Mount Augustus Road.
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The Shire assisted in fighting fires on Doorawarrah Station. The Shire deployed 
Ian Golding in a grader to create a firebreak along the Carnarvon Mullewa road 
while Frank Drayton manned our fire truck. I assisted in delivering fuel to 
various plant assisting in the field. I am glad to say that the fire was contained 
within three days and a major disaster averted.

Fortunately for pastoralists we have received some scattered heavy falls within 
the Shire however it has once again impacted our road network. Pingandy, 
Dooley Downs and the top end of Cobra Dairy Creek were significantly 
damaged.We are assessing whether the damage warrants a claim with DFRWA 
and hope to hear back from them in the next few days.
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Landor  Meekat har ra Road Bit um en Project  (R2R)

The rain also delayed our start on the new bitumen seal section on Landor 
Meekatharra Road. The crew have since made a solid start and have pulled in the 
batters and begun laying in the new basecourse. We have scaled the project back to 
3km of seal after receiving seal quotes and to not exceed our budget.
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Indigenous Access Resheet ing Landor  Mt  August us Rd (MRWA)

Once the Landor Meeka bitumen works are completed we will resheet 1km of road in 
front of the Landor Race track and approximately 2km directly south of the 
Burringurrah Community. Both sections have unravelled and require a resheeting.This 
will take us right through until the end of the financial year.

Pells Bit um en Project  (MRWA funded)

We have been fortunate enough to receive $2.5M from MRWA State Roads Initiative 
Fund surplus.To date we have appointed Greenfields Technical Services as project 
managers, Quantum Surveys have completed an onsite pickup and are working with 
GTS to engineer the final design.Downer were successful in securing the sealing 
contract. A schedule of rates were received via eQuotes but declined.

As a result another request for quote was posted to the same supplier and several 
others.As Acting CEO at the time, I have appointed THEM Earthmoving the contract to 
supply plant and labour hire for the upgrade works. Works are expected to begin in 
April. We expect to complete approximately 8km of new seal.

We have written to MRWA to thank them for their support and requested more funding 
to continue the project further to the east.We are hoping for more good news in 
August.

Tour ist  St op

Unfortunately once again there hasn?t been a lot of progress at the new tourist 
stop.Two thirds of the bitumen has been reconstructed however the remainder was 
deemed non-conforming and will need to be reconstructed for the fourth time. The 
turf is expected to be laid in May and remaining concrete and construction to resume 
on the 14th March. GBSC have indicated that trades will arrive around 15th March to 
complete all buildings and services over a two week period.

Town Wat er  Supply

We were unsuccessful in gaining support from the Yingarrda Corporation in finding a 
suitable site for the town reticulation water supply and all but given up on moving the 
bore. We have notified Water Corp and DWER that we will no longer be looking to 
relocate the bore.As such the need to identify a more permanent solution for the town 
has been escalated. We have conducted a public tender for the drilling of an 
exploration hole in town.Unfortunately quotes far exceeded the estimate amount we 
were first advised.

Council Cham bers Upgrades

Sean has been busy finalising quotes and trades to make a start on the upgrades.At 
this stage work will commence in April. The acceptance of a quote the Shire received 
from Redfish Technologies to supply and install IT equipment and hardware as part of 
the chambers refurbishment project has been accepted. We hope to commence the 
building renovations part of this project within the next few months and the IT upgrade 
will follow these improvements thereafter.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This article was originally published in the Carnarvon 

Community News on Friday April 23, 2004.

bl ast  f r om 
t he past t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   

ar t icl es on news and event s in t he upper  
gascoyne. 
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Say G'Day To...

Full nam e: Bridie Walker                          Nicknam e: Brides

Place of  bir t h: Carnarvon                                  Favour it e food: Tacos

Favour it e anim al: Dachshund                           Cr icket  t eam : Scorches

Favour it e Pet : Tink and Eddie            Favour it e Colour : Yellow

Who is your  hero?  My Dad

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Gascoyne Junct ion?   No Police

What  would you l ike t o see in t he Gascoyne Junct ion? More Dance Classes and Disco!

If  you were t he head of  t he house at  hom e for  one day what  ru le would you m ake:

That Mum and Dad have to say yes to everything i ask. 

Bridie Walker 
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Scary Monsters by Michelle De Kretser

Michelle de Kretser's electrifying take on scary monsters turns the 
novel upside down - just  as m igrat ion has upended her characters' 
lives.

Lili 's fam ily m igrated to Australia from Asia when she was a 
teenager. Now, in the 1980s, she's teaching in the south of 
France. She makes friends, observes the t reatment  handed out  to 
North African immigrants and is creeped out  by her downstairs 
neighbour. All the while,  Li li  is st riving to be A Bold,  Intelligent  
Woman like Simone de Beauvoir.

Lyle works for a sinister government department  in near-future 
Australia. An Asian m igrant ,  he fears repatriat ion and embraces 
'Australian values'. He's also preoccupied by his ambit ious wife,  
his wayward children and his st rong-minded elderly mother. 
Islam has been banned in the country,  the air is smoky from a 
Permanent  Fire Zone, and one pandemic has already run its 
course.

Three scary monsters - racism, m isogyny and ageism - roam 
through this mesmerising novel. Its reversible format enacts the 
disorientat ion that  m igrants experience when changing countries 
changes the story of their lives. With this suspenseful,  funny and 

Family Tree by Josh Pyke

It  started with a seed, and that  seed was me. And, over t ime, 
laughter f i lled my garden ... A heart felt  celebrat ion of family,  
community and the seasons of li fe,  to cherish and to share.
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Ingredents 

Hot Cross Bun Dough:

2 1/4 tsp active dry or instant yeast, not quick or rapid-rise 
yeast

1/4 cup lukewarm water

1 tsp sugar

1/2 cup lukewarm milk, scalded to 180F, then cooled to 105F 
(* see instructions for how to)

1/4 cup butter, at room temperature

1/4 cup white sugar

1 1/2 large eggs, lightly beaten (* see Note 1)

1 cup raisins, currants and/or peel, plumped (* see Note 2)

1/4 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. vanilla

2 1/2 - 3 cups all-purpose flour

1/2 tsp. cinnamon

1/2 tsp. ground allspice

1/2 tsp. ground nutmeg

1/2 tsp. ground mace, if you don't have, add 1/8 tsp 

Glaze: (after baking)

2 Tbsp white sugar

3 Tbsp hot water

Icing:

1 cup icing/confectioners' sugar

1/2 tsp vanilla

2 - 3 tsp cream or milk, plus more, as needed, to make a 
pipeable icing
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1. Scalding the milk: Heat milk in a small saucepan until steaming or 180F. Remove from heat 

and let cool to just barely lukewarm (105F) or room temperature.

2. Plump the raisins (if using): Place raisins in a small bowl. Cover with very hot or boiling 

water and let stand 15 minutes. Drain and dry well before adding to dough.

3. Dissolve yeast in lukewarm water (about 105F) and the1 tsp.sugar. in a small bowl. Let 

stand for 10 minutes.

4. In a large bowl or the bowl of a stand mixer with a kneading hook, combine the scalded 

milk, softened butter,1/4 cupsugar, salt, vanilla and lightly beaten eggs. Add the yeast yeast 

mixture and mix to combine. Mix in the flour,1/2 cupat a time, adding the spices with the 

third addition of flour, and the raisins/peel/ currants with the next addition of flour, making 

sure the fruit is well covered with flour before mixing in.

5. Start kneading with hands or mixer, adding only enough flour to keep dough from sticking. 

Knead at least 5 minutes. Place dough into a greased bowl, sprinkle lightly with flour, cover 

with a damp cloth and leave in a warm, draft-free place until doubled in bulk.

6. Punch down dough. Cover again with flour and damp cloth and leave to rise another 30 

minutes.

7. Preheat oven to 350F. (not fan assisted)

8. Divide dough into9equal-sized pieces. *I like to weigh the dough and divide that number by 

the number of buns I want to make, then weigh out each piece to that weight. That way all 

the buns will be exactly the same size.

9. Place balls into a greased 8x8-inch baking pan, in 3 rows or 3 buns. (For 9x13-inch pan, 

place in pan in 6 rows of 3). Cover pan with a clean towel and let rise until doubled.

10. Bake in a preheated 350° F. oven for 35-40 minutes or until golden brown and hollow 

sounding when tapped (or at least 195F when tested with an instant read thermometer). 

*Check them at 25-30 minutes and cover loosely with aluminum foil for the last part of 

baking, if already browned enough. They can seem "done" at about 30 minutes, but are 

probably not. Baking time should be at least 35-40 minutes).

11. Meanwhile, prepare the sugar glaze by stirring together the sugar and hot water.

12. Remove from oven and immediately brush tops of buns with the sugar glaze.

13. Allow buns to cool for 8-10 minutes in pan, then remove (in one large piece) to a cooling 

rack to cool completely. (Do not separate buns until ready to eat, to keep them nice and 

soft inside).

14. Once cooled or before serving, prepare the icing by beating together all the icing 

ingredients. Start with 2 tsp cream or milk and add more, a tiny bit at a time, until icing is 

piping consistency. Use a pastry bag or a ziploc bag with the corner snipped off to pipe a 

cross of icing on top of each bun.

Met hod
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APRIL

3 Mitchell Hoseason-Smith
8 Bridie Walker

11 Riley McKeough
15 Katelyn Wright

MAY

3 Dylan Hoseason - Smith

9 Kevan "Pronto" Brand

18 Betty Fletcher

27 Barney McTaggart

JUNE

13 Sa Toomalatai

19 Cherie Walker

20 Sean Walker
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Junction Race Club has announced it 's Busy Bee dates for 2022. 
If your free and would like to volunteer, please contact Hamish .

GASCOYNE JUNCTION GP CLINIC

The work behind the scenes continues to bring 
this much needed service back to Gascoyne 
Junction and the Upper Gascoyne.  The tentative 
start date of April 5 has been delayed due to 
delays in equipment making its way to the west.    
Both a doctor and a clinical nurse manager will 
be apart of the team coordinating the clinic and 
bookings.  

We will continue to  provide information as it 
comes to hand.  

LIVE MUSIC AT THE PUB

WEDNESDAY APRIL 20

6pm  t o 9pm

Spend an evening at the Junction Pub listening to Evan 
Ayres and his Swing Band whilst enjoying a drink or dinner. 
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How t o prepare at  hom e for  
COVID-19
Preparing for COVID-19 makes things easier if you become infected or exposed to 
COVID-19 and are required to isolate. Here are helpful tips you can do ahead of time:

1. Make sure you have enough face masks, hand sanitiser, and gloves. These can be 
purchased at supermarkets, pharmacies, and other retailers.

2. Prepare a COVID-19 care kit with basic medical supplies such as a thermometer, 
pain relief medication, and electrolytes, as well as your regular medications.

3. Plan ahead and nominate someone to deliver supplies such as groceries and 
medication in case you need them while in isolation. This could be a family 
member or a friend.

4. Plan ahead and nominate someone to help look after your children, pets, or 
anyone else in your care in case you need to go hospital. Again, this could be a 
family member or a friend, and potentially the same person who brings you any 
supplies.

5. Have an emergency contact list with important phone numbers, such as your 
nominated support person, emergency services and your GP.

6. Make sure you have activities to keep you and others in your house, such as 

children, entertained.

FREE RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS 
FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIANS
All WA households can now register to receive free 
Rapid Antigen Tests delivered to their home address.  
One person per household can register for the free 
RATS online.  People who cannot register online can 
contact 13 COVID (13 26843) for assistance placing 
their order.   Regional areas are being prioritised with 
delivery within 15 business days.  

Order Online from the following web address.   

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/covid-19-coronavirus/
covid-19-coronavirus-wa-free-rat-program

AT THE SHIRE OFFICE AND CRC
We are working hard to keep our community safe and our staff safe so that we can 
continue to deliver our services to you.  We ask that:

- You wear a mask when visiting our offices and sanitise hands before entering
- Use the QR codes to check in or fill in the manual check in sheets
- Do not visit the Shire or CRC offices if you are unwell or have symptoms of 

COVID
- The Shire or CRC do not stock Rapid Antigen Tests .  

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/covid-19-coronavirus/covid-19-coronavirus-wa-free-rat-program
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SUG6705 
FOOTY TIPPING 
ONLINE IN 2022

Upper Gascoyne Footy Tipping

2022 Footy Tipping is back! Stay tuned to see who's on top of the 
ladder at the beginning of each month. Currently in the lead is 

Brad Wright - who will it be next month?
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SOLD OUT
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Regist rat ions Close Apr i l  8
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME



43



44



45



46



47



48


	April Gassy Gossip 2022
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48


