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COUNCIL NEWS
Ordinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Friday 9th February

Wednesday 23rd March 

Wednesday  27th April 

Wednesday 25th May 

Wednesday 22nd June 

Wednesday 27th July

Wednesday 24th August

Wednesday 21st September

Wednesday 26th October

Wednesday 23rd November

Thursday 15th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t

Unfortunately I must advise that one of our residents and former 
work colleague, Miss Robyn Perry has passed away. On behalf of 
all of my staff we offer our sincere condolences to Robyn?s friends 
and family. Robyn commenced work in February 2011 as a Plant 
Operator and then did a Traineeship (Cert III in Business) through 
the CRC and once completed stayed with the CRC until her 
resignation on the 24th of June 2020.

I attended the 2022 WALGA Conference in Perth. I would like to 
report that I came away enlightened and full of new ideas or at 
least grant opportunities but sadly apart from networking and 
catching up with colleagues I have very litt le to report. As an aside 
I did attend a meeting organised by the Gascoyne Development 
Commission where the Shires of Carnarvon, Exmouth, Shark Bay 
and ourselves met with representatives from the Departments of 
Housing, Communities, Lands, Water Corp, Tourism and 
Development WA to highlight issues surrounding the lack of land 
and housing within the region. Although no solid outcomes were 
achieved on the day we each had the opportunity to detail our 
issues and develop contacts in this space.

I have spent a fair amount of time trying to navigate through the 
land/sub-division side of things. Unless you are in this space it is 
very confusing on who to speak with, what department to 
approach and what goes first. I think I have now established a 
pathway which I have shared with council.

Drilling the bore has commenced. It is hoped that we may have 
more to report at the Council Meeting. The methodology is 
different to what I had envisaged with a process that is 
completely foreign to my initial thoughts; however, I now have a 
far better understanding of the process. At the time of writing 
this, we were down 520 metres, unfortunately we are still 
encountering Black Jack Shale. The drillers have experienced 
some difficulties with the composition of the mud playing a part 
so have had to remix a new brew, remove the drill rods and re-fit 
a new drill head. Apparently this is not uncommon!

The Federal Budget will be delivered on the 25th of October, I am 
bracing for a fiscally tight budget with very litt le in the pot for 
Local Government which could mean that Grant Opportunities 
will be less and more competitive.

Staff have been busy getting ready for the Strategic Community 
Planning Workshops and the opening of the Park. The amount of 
work that goes into these events behind the scenes is amazing, all 
staff will be working on the 29th to ensure that we present a good 
show for all attendees.
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In closing for my report, I am pleased to advise Council that our town has been 
announced as a finalist in six different categories for the ?2022 Tidy Town 
Sustainable Communities? competition! The categories we have been nominated for 
are Overall St at e Winner  Tit le, Young Legends, Environm ent al Sust ainabil i t y, 
Com m unit y Cont ainers for  Change, Com m unit y Act ion and Wellbeing and 
General Appearance Cat egor ies.

This is a huge achievement and I am extremely proud off the mammoth effort our 
staff have made on bringing this all together - from the initial application submitted 
to enter this year?s competition, right through to the ongoing upkeep and 
maintenance of the town. The comments we receive on how beautiful our litt le town 
is from all who visit us is endless, and has only been solidified in receiving 
recognition of this as part of our finalist nomination. I would like to extend a big 
Thank You to our staff for making this outcome possible and particularly to Ainsley, 
Sean, Nat and Ali for all their hard work throughout this process ? WELL DONE!!

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services Repor t

This month?s Council meeting leads staff into the tail end of what has been a very 
busy month. By the time this report is presented at the October OMC, the Corporate 
team would have delivered on the Community Fun Run, Community BBQ to 
celebrate the 10 year anniversary of the CRC, Community Engagement workshop for 
our IPR and are getting ready for our Two Rivers Memorial Park Opening.

On top of that, we are hoping to finalise our audit for 2021/22 by November ? this is 
a month later than originally projected and is as a result of some minor delays, but 
nonetheless we are still confident in meeting our compliance deadlines that 
everything will run smoothly as staff ramp up for what is pegged to be one of our 
busiest months ahead.

 

 

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

Aut hor  ? Ainsley Hardie, Tour ism  & Com m unit y Developm ent  Of f icer

The hard work has paid off and October 5 saw the first GP Clinic at the Community 
Resource Centre.The clinic was well patronised and we have received positive 
feedback from those attending.This will continue as a monthly clinic, with the aim to 
have a nurse to visit fortnightly between GP visits. There are a few small things to 
continue to work out with WAHCS. WAHCS are also putting into place a palliative 
care service in Carnarvon that has the capacity to operate an outreach program to 
Gascoyne Junction and the Shire as a whole. A first conversation was enlightening 
and further discussions will be had in this space. A physiotherapist service is also to 
be investigated after preliminary discussion.
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The CRC distributed more Rapid Antigen Tests to residents at the end of 
September across the Shire. Three first aid courses will be held in October with 
31 attendees currently registered to attend.

In September I attended the District Advisory Health Committee meeting and 
also have been appointed as the representative of this committee to the S19 
Funding Committee.

The Exmouth Chamber of Commerce has reached out to ask for support in 
producing a Gascoyne Local App. The app will be a place to showcase businesses, 
services and events across the Gascoyne Region free of charge. The app would 
be used by locals to encourage them to shop locally, and by visitors to discover 
what is on offer when in region.

September was a busy month with events across the Shire of Upper Gascoyne.As 
part of the Community Donation Program, the Shire provided financial support 
to the Gascoyne Food Festival with two events ? the Biggest BBQ at Mt Augustus 
which was cancelled due to rain and the Gascoyne Junction Smoke and Stars 
Event.The Shire also supported the inaugural Kennedy Range Campdraft, Landor 
Races and the Landor Gymkhana.

Tour ism

The end of September brought to the conclusion of Walking Tours around 
Gascoyne Junction. The tours have proven to be a great tool for collecting 
marketing research. The feedback has been wonderful and we will look to have 
additional tour guides to make this experience possible in 2023. Our 2023 
marketing campaign is coming together. Display material is ready for the Perth 
4WD Show in November and for the Caravan and Camping Show in March. The 
Storytowns Podcast Team will be in Gascoyne Junction in late October to create 
our town podcast as part of a collaboration with other Gascoyne Murchison 
Shires. This will be ready to be used from early 2023. In mid November, a film 
crew will be visiting to create a TV Ad Campaign and content for television and 
social media for February March 2023 encouraging visitors to take a Wander 
Outback and to utilise Gascoyne Junction as their gateway to the Outback and 
Kennedy Range and Mt Augustus.

October will also see the CEO and Chair of Australia?s Golden Outback spend 
three days in the Upper Gascoyne, where they will experience Gascoyne Junction, 
the Kennedy Loop Track, Pingandy Road and of course Mt Augustus and Kennedy 
Range.I will also be hosting a meeting of Gascoyne Murchison Tourism Officers to 
establish a working group to collaborate on education, marketing and sharing of 
data and resources to raise brand awareness of the region.

A video crew from WAITOC joined Rennee Turner and her emerging Eco Tour 
business to shoot footage through the Kennedy Range showcasing her tours 
commencing in 2023. Rennee has been accredited by DBCA to operate within the 
National Park.It was fantastic to see what Wooramulla Tours will be bringing to 
the Upper Gascoyne in 2023.
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Gascoyne Junction is now officially listed as an Astrotourism town on Astrotourism 
WA website and on the Shire website. This is the just the first stage of the process, 
with work continuing towards an Astrotourism Trail, signage and two events to be 
held in 2023. The trail will be not only through our Shire but also linking with our 
neighbours in Shark Bay and Carnarvon, timely with the Solar Eclipse in April.

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

Hamish Tuia has been filling in for Nat Rogers while he is on long service leave. 
Hamish and Ali are doing a great job and we have been receiving some great 
comments regarding the town?s appearance. The completion of the tourist stop has 
certainly added to the towns appeal.

Austral Drilling are currently 550m down in search for water.Initial hydrology reports 
suggest we will find water at approximately 660-760m. Drilling is expected to 
complete by 3rd November followed by pump testing and submission of results.

The 2022 Landor Races have been run and won and by all accounts it was another 
successful event that continues to impress. Well done to the committee and 
volunteers. There were a few road closures due to rain in the east that affected travel 
routes but ultimately we avoided too much damage to our roads.

Ian and Thomas have completed grading the Cobra Dairy Creek Road, they will 
continue across to Ullawarra Station and grade Ashburton?s section as well. They will 
then split up and service the other sections of the shire. Dameon is grading from 
Landor back towards Glenburgh before commencing our next project.

The construction crew have completed 4.8km of new seal on the Landor Meekatharra 
road. This gives us a total of 9km of seal on this section of road. The crew have also 
upgraded 2km of subgrade in preparation for our next seal campaign.

We are gearing up to start our next project consisting of 9km of resheeting on the 
Carnarvon Mullewa road between Congo and Daurie Creeks. We expect to complete 
5-6km before Christmas and finish the remainder the following year.

John and I visited the proposed work site at Mount Sandiman hill with Rennee Turner 
who was representing the Yinggarda Aboriginal Corporation. The visit was very 
positive and educational. We will await the response from YAC.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This article was originally 

published in The Northern 

Guardian on Wednesday 

July 20, 2005.

bl ast  f r om 
t he past t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   

ar t icl es on news and event s in t he upper  
gascoyne. 
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  
cel ebr it ies...

The CRC is on the look out for our next 
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future 

editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community 
and our community is keen to get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about 
yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 
team you support and what you like to do in 
your spare time, then contact the CRC now!

You could be our next local celebrity...
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dropping in updated copy
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Gar lic Mushroom s Caulif lower  Sk il let
INGREDIENTS

- 4 tablespoons unsalted butter
- 1 tablespoon olive oil
- 1/2 onion, chopped
- 1/2 head cauliflower, cut into florets
- 1 pound (500 g) mushrooms
- 2 tablespoons vegetable stock
- 1 teaspoon fresh thyme leaves, chopped
- 2 tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped
- 4 cloves garlic, minced
- Salt and pepper, to taste

INSTRUCTIONS

1. To make the sauteed cauliflower and mushrooms skillet: Heat the butter and oil in a 
large pan or skillet over medium-high heat. Sauté the onion until softened.

2. Add the mushrooms and cook for about 4-5 minutes on all sides. Make sure the 
mushrooms render as much moisture as possible. Brown them a litt le more if 
necessary, to avoid the side dish becoming soggy at the end. 

3. Once mushrooms are well browned, add cauliflower florets. Cook until golden and 
crispy on the edges, about 8-10 minutes. 

4. Pour in the vegetable stock and cook for 2 minutes, to reduce the sauce slightly.

5. Add thyme, 1 tablespoon of parsley, and garlic. Cook the mushrooms and cauliflower 
for half a minute, until fragrant. Season generously with salt and pepper, to taste, 
sprinkle with remaining parsley, and serve the garlic butter mushrooms and cauliflower 
skillet immediately. Enjoy!
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JANUARY

3 Ella Hoseason-Smith

3 Hazel McTaggart

3 John McCleary

17 Nat Rogers
17 Gracie Collins

NOVEMBER

4 Laney McKeough

14 Dustin Walker

21 Dot Hammarquist

DECEMBER

15 Ali Watson

16 Scarlett Boddington

27 Levi  ChongWee
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Gascoyne Junction has been named as the finalist in the following categories at the 
upcoming Tidy Town State Awards to be held in Perth on Friday November 25.

There are eight award categories and Gascoyne Junction has been named a finalist in 
five.

Young Leaders: Young Leaders in Town

Environm ent al Sust ainabil i t y: Water Conservation & Future Proofing

Com m unit y Act ion & Wellbeing: Junction Netball Team

General Appearance: Welcoming Oasis

Com m unit y Cont ainers for  Change: Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School

And the cherry on top: Gascoyne Junction is also a finalist in the Overall St at e Winner  
Cat egory.

Let 's keep our fingers crossed.  Watch our website and Facebook page SUG6705 on 
Friday 25 November 2022 to find out how we go. 

Co

 

TIDY TOWNS FINALISTS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WORKSHOP

Thank to all across the Upper Gascoyne who shared 
their ideas and thoughts with us as part of  our 
Community Engagement Survey and Workshop.  
Surveys were collected from early September through 
to October 25 culminating in a community 
engagement workshop on  Tuesday 25 October in the 
evening at the Pavilion.  The consultants spent time 
with Shire Staff and Councillors as well during their 
visit with a report to be tabled at the November 
Council Meeting.  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE A PLAYGROUP IN 
GASCOYNE JUNCTION IN 2023
If you are interested in joining a Playgroup in 
Gascoyne Junction in 2023, join us at the Gascoyne 
Junction Remote Community School on Thursday 
November 10 from 10.30am to 11.30am to discuss 
getting a playgroup started.

To find you more contact Jackie Miller at the 
Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School on 
08 9943 1600. 
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GP CLINIC
Wednesday October 5 saw the return of  a GP Clinic to Gascoyne Junction for the first 
time in 5 years and what a great first outing.  The doctor completed a full schedule  
which was a fabulous outcome.   This regular clinic will continue to be held on the first 
Wednesday of each month.   To book an appointment call the CRC on 08 9943 0988.  The 
clinic is a bulk biill clinic, so if you have been saying NEXT TIME I SEE THE DOCTOR you 
can do that right here in the Junction.   

FIRST AID COURSE

GASCOYNE JUNCTION REMOTE 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING Novem ber  7

The Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School Council will be 
holding their annual public meeting on Monday November 7th 
from 5pm to 5.30pm in the school library.  Please feel free to join 
us.  Jackie Miller (Principal)

Staff from DBCA at Burringurrah and 
Gascoyne Junction, the Gascoyne 
Junction Remote Community School and 
members of the community participated 
in a First Aid Course on October 26 and 
27 at the Gascoyne Junction Pavilion.  
Thanks to the team at St John Ambulance 
for  coming to Gascoyne Junction to 
deliver this essential training.  Another 
First Aid Course will be held on  
December 5 and 6 as planned courses 
earlier in the week were postponed.   

2022 Com m unit y Chr ist m as Par t y Br ing A Plat e 
WHY YOU ASK? We have had several people ask why we are asking the 

community to bring along a plate to this year 's event.  

When we have asked for community feedback, the most 
common response we receive is that the community misses 
contributing and feeling a part of  the event, so  in response 
to this, in 2022 we are asking for community members to 
help with creating the perfect Community Christmas Dinner 
by sharing their favourite side dishes, salads and desserts.  

We are asking pople to let  us know what they intend to 
bring so that we can make sure that we have enough of 
everything.  You can do this my returning the form in this 
edition of the Gassy Gossip or calling the CRC and letting us 
know. 



36

G
A

SS
Y

 G
O

SS
IP

 
KENNEDY RANGE CAMPDRAFT

WOW what an effort, in less than 12 months a simple phone conversation has seen the 
forming of the Kennedy Range Campdraft Association and their inaugural event run and won 
in the stunning Gascoyne outback.The plan was to keep it simple and fun and that is exactly 
how it played out.Thanks to the early and unwavering support of naming rights sponsor the 
Shire of Upper Gascoyne, the event was held on the 1-2nd October at the Junction Race Club 
grounds located 10kms west of Gascoyne Junction.The event could not have been possible 
without the support of the Junction Race Club and their generous offer to utilise their facilit ies 
and real estate alongside their historic race track which produce the best possible surface you 
could ask for.

This was to be the first campdraft held within the Gascoyne, a region steeped in WA?s history 
of pastoralism and early explorers.The committee wanted to provide an event that filled in the 
gap between the Pilbara and southern parts of WA.Their focus was to create family orientated 
event that encouraged new comers to get involved and it didn?t disappoint. With a total of 339 
nominations requiring a litt le over 600 head of cattle the committee set about putting on a 
great show with plenty of spectators.

It is hard to conceive that only five weeks earlier there was nothing more than a big flat and a 
handful of posts in the ground. But with the hard work of a dedicated committee who worked 
tirelessly right up to the night before the draft building loading ramps, yards and the arena, a 
campdraft was born. With 420 panels donated by our wonderful sponsors, Minnie Creek 
Station, Lyndon Station, Brickhouse Station and Jimba Jimba Station. The Saturday morning 
saw the inaugural event kick off with the Bidgemia Cattle Co Encouragement draft which 
enabled a large number of new competitors to the sport to get their first taste of 
campdrafting. Doug Brown was swinging the whip for his first seat on the judge?s horse under 
the watchful eye of James Roxburgh. Starting the event with the encouragement draft gave 
our backyard men, judge and committee, who were all up for their first event in their 
respective rolls, the chance to settle in make sure things ran smoothly for the rest of the event.

The overnight stay saw competitors, spectators and committee catching up around a camp 
fire to cover off on the day?s events over plenty of beers and plot their attack on the next 
events and finals to follow on the Sunday.

Sunday morning kicked off with the WA Rural Nutrien Livestock Novice Campdraft first round 
judged by James Roxburgh. This was then followed by the finals of each draft with 
presentations being held in the arena between drafts. Sunday afternoon saw the second 
Bidgemia Cattle Co Encouragement draft for the weekend run and won.

The Kennedy Range Campdraft would not have been possible without the support of all of our 
sponsors and we extend our gratitude and thanks for your support. Our cattle donors Hamish 
and Jodie McTaggart from Bidgemia Cattle Co supplied some absolutely cracking cattle that 
produced consistent runs all weekend. The Bidgemia truck drivers and backyard men were an 
integral part did an exceptional job. A special mention must go to Hamish McTaggart and Yo 
from Bidgemia Cattle Company for putting together such wonderful cattle.

The whole weekend went like clockwork and the volunteers and committee should be very 
proud of what they achieved in such a short time.T he grounds were amazing as was the 
atmosphere. All competitors were thrilled and vowed to return next year. Club President Dave 
Kearney and committee are confident they have formed an event that will only grow legs and 
are extremely grateful all of the sponsors, volunteers and competitors that made it all 
possible.
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Result s:

Bidgem ia Cat t le Co Encouragem ent  Draf t  Sat urday 1st Shannon Thomson, equal 2nd Stix 
Smith on Nell and Nikita Wearing on Fergalicious, 4th Moana Woods on Billie, 5th Ellody 
Kearny on Cash and TCO went to Kathryn Gordon on Kambo Nuggett.

Jar rahbar  Cont ract ing Junior  Cam pdraf t  1st Heidi Land on Montana, 2nd was Mia De Pledge 
on Indi and Mia De Pledge on Kilbeggan Ebony, 4th Dustin Walker on Jazz, 5th Heidi Land on 
Pearl and the TCO went to Heidi Land on Pearl.

Carnarvon Elect r ics Maiden Cam pdraf t  Mackay 1st Lee-Warner on Vincent, 2nd John Percy 
on Yarrawa Restart, 3rd Rory De Pledge on Redline Surprise, 4th Mackay Lee-Warner on 
Stretch, 5th Scott Keilar on Lena Del Ray and the TCO went to Scott Henville on Texas Kitcatt.

Cent ral St ockcare Past oral Co Juvenile 1st Lachlan Scott on Bon Jovi, 2nd Sophie Gordon on 
Jam Saga, 3rd Arabella Darcy on Kydras Hugg, 4th Sophie Gordon on Kambo Nuggett, 5th 
Joseph Kearney on Shine and the TCO went to Lachlan Scott on Bon Jovi.

The Nat ional Recovery and Resil ience Agency Ladies Cam pdraf t  1st Shannon Thompson 
on Stretch, 2nd Kathryn Gordon on Jam Saga, 3rd Shannon Thompson on Kilbeggan Waterloo, 
4th Jodie McTaggart on Windy, 5th Shannon Keilar on Nurse Henry and the TCO went to 
Shannon Keilar on Cats Got Style.

WA Rural Nut r ien Livest ock  Novice Cam pdraf t  1st Alastair Gordon on Edenvale Orpheus, 
2nd Scott Keilar on Cats Got Style, 3rd Aaron Land on Fred, 4th Mackay Lee-Warner on Stretch, 
5th Alastair Gordon on Hazelwood Coldberg and the TCO went to Scott Keiler on Cats Got 
Style. Bidgem ia Cat t le Co Encouragem ent  Cam pdraf t  Sunday 1st by Kathryn Gordon on 
Charlie, 2nd Isabella Ritter on Rodney and Veronica Anderson on Outlaw, 4th Nakita Wearing 
on Fergalicious, Isabella Ritter on Chester, Matilda Percy on Nina, Jarrod Walker on Jill, Jackson 
Lee Brown on Barracuda, Moana Woods on Latte, Sean Darcy on Henry, Jasmine Henville on 
Boy Roy Command and Katie Schiller on Remiant, the TCO went to Veronica Anderson on 
Outlaw.
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People connected to nbn Sky Muster Plus satellite service can now accessvideo 
streaming for 16 hours a day - between 12am (midnight) and 4pm and useVirtual 
Private Networks (VPN)without it counting toward their monthly data allowance.

This means between the hours of 4pm and 12 am midnight, only video streaming and 
VPN use will count towards a user?s monthly data allowance.

Activities like online shopping, internet banking,sending and receiving emails,audio 
streaming, video calling, and Wi-Fi calling will NOT count towards a user?s monthly data 
allowance for the

full 24 hours.

This is a major improvement for customers and responds to their calls for more data, 
plus it comes at no extra wholesale cost.

For existing nbn Sky Muster Plus users, the changes will automatically be applied.

New customers and existing nbn Sky Muster customers can enquire about upgrading 

to nbn Sky Muster Plus by calling their preferred internet service provider.

To find out more visitwww.nbn.com .au/skym ust erplus

nbn Sky Must er  Plus sat ell i t e service now of fers 
m ore dat a

2022 Ment al Healt h Fun Run/Walk
The Shire of Upper Gascoyne held a Mental Health 2km and 5km Fun Run/Walk on 
Thursday 13th October to bring awareness for mental health although numbers were low 
the feedback was positive and we will definitely be bringing this event back in 2023! 
Congratulations to Wendy on taking out first for the 5km and Ella for finishing first for the 
2km both Wendy and Ella received Rebel Sport Vouchers for there wins.

Bike Week 2022
The Shire of Upper Gascoyne and Roadwise held a design a 
helmet competition for National Bike Week 2022 for local kids in 
the Upper Gascoyne, it was a tough decision to make and the 
lucky winners were Scarlett and Janaha (check spelling) for their 
brilliant helmet designs! We would like to thank everyone for 
taking the time to create and send in your designs and Real 
Futures Pty Ltd Carnarvon for kindly donating two bikes with 
helmets.

http://www.nbn.com.au/skymusterplus
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Halloween 2022
Sunday 30th October we held a Halloween Movie afternoon for the Upper Gascoyne kids.

No trick or treating took place this year but don?t worry the kids didn?t miss out, lolly 
buckets were waiting for them. After watching a screening of Casper we got onto the 
costume competition with George McTaggart taking the win!

CRC Bir t hday
Thank you to all of the community members, Gascoyne Junction Remote Community 
School and Shire of Upper Gascoyne staff that joined us in celebrating 10 years of the CRC!

What a wonderful litt le time it was too look back and reflect. Thank you to Di at the 
Junction Pub and Tourist Park for incredible cake! Bring on the next 10 years.
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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