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COUNCIL NEWS
Ordinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Friday 9th February

Wednesday 23rd March 

Wednesday  27th April 

Wednesday 25th May 

Wednesday 22nd June 

Wednesday 27th July

Wednesday 24th August

Wednesday 21st September

Wednesday 26th October

Wednesday 23rd November

Thursday 15th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t

The tail end for the month of October and November have 
been quite busy and in some cases quite memorable.

On the 25th of October we had the community engagement 
workshop in the Pavilion for our Integrated Planning 
Framework. This was well attended by various members of 
the Community. On the 26th of October we had our October 
Ordinary Meeting of Council and Councillor engagement 
with the Integrated Planning Framework. On the 27th of 
October the staff had the opportunity to contribute towards 
the Integrated Planning Framework where we worked on the 
Workforce Plan and Long Term Financial Plan. The 
Integrated Planning Framework will be adopted within the 
designated/statutory timeframe despite the difficulties 
presented by COVID 19 and getting consultants on-site to 
assist with the work.

On the 29th of October we had the opening of the Two 
Rivers Memorial Park. This was very well attended and 
overall it was a great way to showcase our Shire. This was a 
credit to Sa and her team as they did an outstanding job of 
organising and running the event. Jim and Alys did a 
fantastic job in presenting on behalf of the Shire and our 
broader community.

I have spent a lot of time compiling the 21/22 Annual Report. 
This is now in the final stages of being completed. I have 
changed the format quite extensively and ensured all the 
relevant statutory information is included.

We have been advised by Hastings Technologies that Mr 
Andrew Reid (Chief Operating Officer) has resigned from his 
position and Mr Alwyn Vorster was appointed as the Interim 
Chief Executive Officer. We look forward to continuing to 
foster relationships with the new executive team.

Works on the bore is continuing, as I write this report. I won?t 
go into any detail in this report as by the time we hold the 
Council Meeting things will /  may have changed 
substantially.

Works in the Admin Building and the CRC have commenced 
with two new offices being constructed and a store room in 
the CRC along with making an entry from the veranda where 
we can get a stretcher in and out of the RFDS room.
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Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services Repor t

The Corporate team headed into November feeling absolutely spent given the mammoth 
effort made by staff the month before delivering on various Community events and the 
IPR Workshop.

The Community Engagement Workshop was well attended with up to 20 members of our 
community onsite to participate. As I write this report, we wait for a draft copy of our 
integrated plans to be presented by Moore Australia. This will be provided to Council prior 
to the finalisation of our IPR process for review and then subsequent adoption. We aim to 
have the suite of our plans adopted by the end of this calendar year.

Last month I advised Council that we were hoping to finalise the 2021/22 Audit in 
November, this is still our goal as I received confirmation from William Buck that our Exit 
Meeting with the OAG is still tracking on schedule for the day of the November OMC. We 
anticipate the Annual Financial Statements (AFS) to be signed off by the OAG after the Exit 
Meeting is conducted, ready to be presented with the Annual Report to Council at the 
December OMC.

At last month?s Council meeting I had mentioned in my report that we were getting ready 
for the official opening of our Two Rivers Memorial Park, which was held on the 
29thOctober. The lead up to the event and then the subsequent delivery on the day (and 
well into the night) was a massive task for staff to execute, and I am beyond proud of the 
huge effort that was made on their part to roll it out! To all the staff involved in ensuring 
this community event went off without a hitch, I say THANK YOU!!

The overall feedback received from those who attended was positive and of great 
appreciation ? everyone enjoyed the night, the venue received rave reviews and the efforts 
made by staff on the delivery of such a large scale event did not go unnoticed! I would like 
to give my team a special shout out to recognise all the amazing work they did in making 
sure this event was a great success!!

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

Aut hor  ? Ainsley Hardie, Tour ism  & Com m unit y Developm ent  Of f icer

October was the month of events at the CRC.First event for the month was Fun Run for 
Mental Health Week on October 13, where locals completed either a 2km or 5km fun run 
around the Junction followed by a sausage sizzle.As part of this grant we also received new 
flooring for the gym.We are now seeking grants and discussing opportunities to upgrade 
the gym equipment to create a community space to come together and work on both 
physical and mental fitness.
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The Community Resource Centre celebrated it 's 10thBirthday looking after the 
Gascoyne Junction community on October 19. A community lunch was held at the CRC 
and of course a cake to celebrate were in order.

October 25th& 26th saw the first of three First Aid Courses held for the community in 
Gascoyne Junction.12 participants undertook training over two days at the 
Pavilion.The other two courses were postponed until December.

The opening of the Two Rivers Memorial Park on Saturday October 29 was a highlight 
for staff after months of planning and preparation, and it was wonderful to watch 
everyone enjoy the new public space. We reached out for community feedback on the 
event.The Two Rivers Memorial Park facility was applauded and attendees are looking 
to more events being held here. Lighting was an area that respondents believed could 
be enhanced at the facility but overall a great night was held. Staff have also 
undertaken a review of the event and have made notes for future events.Billie, Cherie 
and Sa also hosted a Halloween Movie afternoon on Sunday October 30 for the local 
community. The event was well attended in the CRC. A Design a Bike Helmet 
Competition was held leading up to the event with the winners announced and 
receiving a bike and helmet donated by Real Futures under a program in conjunction 
with Roadwise Carnarvon.

 

It was wonderful to hear of our nominations for the Tidy Towns Awards.The General 
Appearance category was for the town in general but a real focus on our new oasis at 
the Two Rivers Memorial Park. The Environment and Sustainability Award reflects the 
water conservation efforts both in putting forward the bore proposal, but also the 
new reticulation for the oval and Two Rivers Memorial Park.

The Community Spirit reflects the efforts of the Junction Netball Team and the way 
that the team created a sense of community not only amongst the players, but in their 
cheer and support crowd back in the Junction each week. The Young Leaders award 
acknowledges the role of Dustin and Bridie Walker and Barney and Hazel McTaggart 
and the way they participate in the community.School leadership, hosting the 
community Remembrance Day celebrations, participating in sports, writing for the 
Gassy Gossip and showing entrepreneurial skills was also taken into account.

The Containers for Change Award recognises the efforts of the Gascoyne Junction 
Remote Community School in bringing recycling to the forefront of minds and making 
a difference.The number of categories also see us also in consideration for the overall 
State Winner. I look forward to representing the Upper Gascoyne along with John 
McCleary and Cr Caunt in late November at the awards luncheon in Perth.

GP Clinic

Our second GP Clinic occurred on Wednesday November 2 and was again well 
attended.Like anything new there are few small things to keep working on to deliver 
the best service possible to the Upper Gascoyne but we are working together with 
WACHS to achieve this. The next clinic will be held on Wednesday December 7.Both 
online and radio interviews were held with ABC Pilbara sharing the return of a GP 
Clinic to Gascoyne Junction in early November.I received feedback from someone in 
Kalgoorlie who had heard the interview on radio there.



7

7

CO
UN

CI
L N

EW
S

Tour ism

Billie and I attended the Perth 4WD Show representing the Shire of Upper Gascoyne 
promoting our Wander Outback campaign from Friday November 4 to Sunday 
November 6. Over the three days we spoke to around 850 people and shared 1000 of 
our Visit Upper Gascoyne brochures.We also had a 10 minute window on stage each 
afternoon to share our Wander Outback video, to invite attendees on a wander 
outback and answer questions. Our displays were well received not only by patrons 
to the event but also from other exhibitors.

In late October I was advised that I had successfully been nominated to the board of 
Australia?s Golden Outback as the Gascoyne Murchison representative and attended 
my first meeting in Esperance on November 7 and 8. At this meeting it was 
announced that Gascoyne Junction will be hosting the August board meeting in 2023, 
a fantastic opportunity to showcase our region and natural attractions. We have 
already reserved all rooms in Gascoyne Junction for the event and are working with 
local operators to showcase both of our National Parks during the Board?s stay.

In October I spent 2.5 days with the Chairman of the Board and the CEO of Australia?s 
Golden Outback discussing tourism in our Shire, showcasing Kennedy Range and the 
Loop Track, Mount Augustus and Pingandy Road and also the developments in 
Gascoyne Junction itself.

On October 30 and 31, I hosted Russell from the Storytowns Podcast, to record audio 
for our Gascoyne Junction story that will be ready in early 2023. This project was co 
funded by Midwest Gascoyne RDA and will create a trail of podcast across 14 towns 
across the Gascoyne and Midwest including Murchison and Meekatharra.

The Midwest Gascoyne Regional Development Australia Board also visited Gascoyne 
Junction on November 10 as part of a week-long visit through the region. The board 
members met in the Chambers and I was asked to present to them the same 
presentation I had delivered in July at the AGO Board Meeting. We discussed tourism 
development and also what is important to the Upper Gascoyne as a community in 
regional Australia, discussing infrastructure projects, the importance of housing, 
water, telecommunications and road networks.The board enjoyed a tour of town with 
a focus on the Waterhole.

By the time of the meeting, I will have hosted the TV Show Caravan and Camping 
across the Shire for four days to film a series of TV stories to go to air in February and 
March 2023, with a focus on Gascoyne Junction, the Kennedy Loop Track and both 
Mount Augustus and Kennedy Range National Park. This also includes the production 
of TV Commercials to be ready to go to air in the 2nd and 3rd quarters of 2023 and a 
social media campaign. These campaigns will be backed by a Gascoyne Murchison 
focused marketing campaign by the AGO in February and March and a presence at 
the Perth Caravan and Camping Show in late March.
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Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

The past month has been an extremely busy one for management and admin 
staff. We held the Community Strategic Planning workshops, Council Integrated 
Plans, Workforce Integrated Plans, Long Term Financial Plan, Council Meeting 
and Two Rivers Memorial Park opening all in the one week on top of an already 
busy work schedule.

Well done to the admin and town staff on a very successful and entertaining 
opening concert for the Two Rivers Memorial Park. A special mention must go to 
Sa, Cherie, Billie, Cynthia and Ainsley who all worked the entire day and night to 
make sure the community enjoyed themselves.

Austral Drilling have returned to work and are executing a last ditched attempt 
to bypass the broken drill head that is stuck at 666m below ground. The team 
have cemented the bottom 20m and hope to successfully deflect off to the side 
and continue drilling further.

Refurbishment of the Works manager and Town Maintenance Officer?s offices 
has begun. All of the asbestos has been removed and a dividing wall 
constructed.The contractor is also installing a new storage room in the CRC and 
emergency access door to the medical room.

The new side tipper and service truck have arrived.These two items were 
ordered in the 2021-22 financial but due to availability and materials shortages 
there was a 13 month lead time. The 2T excavator has also arrived and the new 
grader has an ETA of early January. The new mobile operator accommodation 
unit should arrive in December.

 

 

Ian and Thomas have completed grading the Cobra Dairy Creek and top end section of 
the Ullawarra including Ashburton?s section. They are currently working from Cobra to 
Landor and we anticipate to have this completed before Christmas. The section between 
Cobra and Landor has suffered significant damage due to a combination of additional 
mining and tourist activity, dry conditions, cattle movements and the traffic associated 
with the Landor Races having to detour back through this route due to road closures to 
the south and east. I have engaged NGE to do some maintenance grading on the 
Ullawarra road from Gascoyne Junction to Minnie Creek.Hastings have agreed to grade 
from Yangibana to our Boundary on Lyndon Minnie Reek road.

The resheeting works on Carnarvon/Mullewa road between Congo and Daurie Creek is 
well progressed. To date we have completed approximately 3kms and hope to have 
5.5kms done before Christmas. We will complete a further 5km next year.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This article was 

originally 

published in The 

Northern Guardian 

on Wednesday 

November 10, 

2003.

bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he 

gossip  expl or es  past   
ar t icl es on news and 
event s in t he upper  

gascoyne. 
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  
cel ebr it ies...

The CRC is on the look out for our next 
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future 

editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community 
and our community is keen to get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about 
yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 
team you support and what you like to do in 
your spare time, then contact the CRC now!

You could be our next local celebrity...
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CAMP TWILIGHT
BY BARNEY MCTAGGART

Hi, my name is Allan Jennings, and I?m not your average boy. Right now, I am on a bus heading to the 
most amount of fun I will ever have in my life ? Camp Twilight! Now, many people will think I?m just 
exaggerating but alas, I have a very dangerous disease called? . something I cannot pronounce, 
Anhidrosis. It is a condition where my body does not produce any sweat glands. I have had it all my 
life and it drives me crazy. If I get too excited, I usually vomit or pass out. Anyway, the reason I am so 
exited is because I am on a bus with my best friend Mary Jones headed to Camp Twilight for one 
whole week.Somewhere along the way, Mary and I grow tired of chatting and she offers me a bag of 
assorted lollies,

?Want one?? she askes, I am tempted for a moment but then I realized that if I eat lollies, the sugar 
will make me sick and then my body would try to sweat of course it wouldn?t be able to, so I would 
get sick.

?No thanks Mary, I don?t like those types anyway.? I lie.A few moments went by and Mary moves 
onto a chocolate bar, my absolute favourite, ?Can I have half of that crunchie, please Mary??

?Sure Allan, but what about the sugar?? she replies.

?Ah, a litt le bit wont hurt.? I say with confidence, plus, crunchies are too amazing to pass up.

It?s a few hours later and I don?t feel that amazing, Mary and I have eaten all the food in her bag. We 
have chocolate smeared all over our faces like 5-year-olds. I even got some on my rectangular wire 
rimmed glasses. I take them off and everything goes blurry. I quickly wipe them on my T shirt, 
accidentally elbowing Mary in the process. Everything is still a litt le blurry. If only I wasn?t feeling so 
sick and so tired. It?s so warm and stuffy on this bus? . so drowsy? so sick? . My body is fading into 
darkness.

I open my eyes and all I see is blurs and shapeless forms. Where are my glasses?! I think to myself. 
My hand travels feebly over to a bedside table my fingers close in mid- air pathetically.

?Here they are, dear? came a kind voice from somewhere in the gloom. A man stepped out of the 
darkness and handed me my glasses. I put them on and I immediately realized that it is Dr Aven, my 
specialist doctor who gives me check-ups with my Anhidrosis.

?Dr Aven?!? I murmur, confused.

?That?s right dear, how do you feel?? he enquires and I finally realise where I am.

?Am I in hospital?? I ask, ignoring his question.

?Yes of course you are in hospital you blacked out on the bus, your friend was screaming for some 
time when you stopped breathing. We had to give you mouth to mouth resuscitation. I think you 
need to lay off the lollies a bit, Alan.?

I immediately start to wipe my mouth, gagging at the thought of the doctors mouth on mine.

?Mouth to mouth resuscitation?!? I splutter.

?Yes, and if it wasn?t for that you would have died!? exclaims Dr Avon testily.

?Now, Alan, we need to discuss how you are going to get back home. Your parents said you should 
catch the nearest plane but personally I think you should stay here for a few nigh-? Dr Aven doesn?t 
get a chance to finish his sentence before I interrupt?

?HOME?!? I scream, horrified.?I want to go back to my school camp. I was about to have the most 
amount of fun I will ever have in my life!? A curious, but understanding look comes over Dr Avens 
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?Alrigh!, I?ll let you go to your school camp, but Ala ?? once again Dr Aven cannot finish due to my 
interruption

?I DON?T NEED TO GO HO? ..wait, you?re letting me go to school, camp?!?? I storm, disbelievingly.

?Yes, I am,? he replies ?but Allan, your Anhidrosis is always be going to be with you and you know how 
these things excite you. You must look after yourself, and Alan, good luck.? I notice this was a strange 
way to bid farewell but think nothing more of it.

Its dark now and after a short trip in the car, I have arrived at camp twilight, but, unknowingly to me, 
this will also be the night that will begin a change in my life as I know it?

I am lying in a hard bed staring up through a window, feeling excited and anxious about the rest of the 
week?s activities, then, I see it. Up on a hill is an old shack that looks like it could crumble into dust at 
any second, there is something creepy about it, something scary. Then out of nowhere comes the most 
blood curdling scream filled the still air. It is so terrifying, I let out a yell and tumble out of bed. The 
screaming stops.I glance over at Mary?s bed, but no one is there. I scream ?HELP! Marys gone missing!? 
But no one comes. I got to go get help ?Oh no, not again? I think, a familiar feeling of nausea and 
light-headedness. I have a rising feeling of dread I try to stay calm, but I can?t. I?m falling into darkness.

I must have blacked out. I wake up a few hours later laying on the dusty floor at the feet of our 
headmaster Mr Sawders,

?Are you OK, Jennings?? he asks. Classic teachers always calling their pupils by their surnames rather 
than their actual names.

?I?m fine sir, but it?s not me you should be worried about, its Mary! She?s missing! We need to get a 
search party for her!?

Sawders face darkens, but I can see a faint look of understanding ion his eyes.

?Get into your bed, before I make you, Jennings.? He replies. I cant believe what I?m hearing! Why 
haven?t the other woken u? This is an emergency!

?But sir? ? I begin, a plea in my voice.

?NOW! And not a word of this to anyone, Jennings.? He boomed.

As I climb back into bed lots of feelings cloud my mind like the injustice of Mr Sawders disbelief and 
worry about where has Mary gone? I hope she is OK.

I spend the next two nights wide awake, not because of the screaming,that has become a nightly 
event, but because of the disappearances, two nights ago Lucifer went missing and last night it was 
Hamish. Its now my third night at Camp Twilight and I sitting here staring at the shack wondering what 
is going on. My watch beeps, its and I look over at my dorm mate Sean?s bed and he?s not there. If what 
Im seeing is true, this is the third night in a row that a disappearance that has occurred.I walk to his 
bed an looked at it, no signs of struggle, he must have been taken while he was asleep. I feel worried 
and scared, what if it was me next?! I could feel my temperature rising, my stomach began to churn, 
and I can start to feel bile rising in my throat?  I knew what was coming next, it would be dizziness and 
a feeling of being drunk? oh my stupid Andrhosis! I think to myself ?NO Alan, you need to find out 
what?s going on, keep calm and take deep breaths? ? I feet a surge of energy and a sense of confidence 
flood through me .It takes me by surprise but I like it. Just then a shadow moves outside in the 
direction of the shack, I shake off the last of my drowsiness and realise with horror that the silhouette 
could be none other than Mr Sawders? .

I woke early this morning, (did I even sleep?) and make my way to the the canteen for breakfast, my 
thoughts replaying the events of last night - how I hadn?t passed out. I know I should be worried about 
Mary, Lucifer, Hamish and the others, and I am, but I also feel a litt le inspired. I feel so brave and 
confident in myself and a feeling of hope that maybe I can block out the symptoms of my condition.
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 My mind also keeps flicking back to the shadow that looked like Mr Sawders. What was he doing out 
there in the dead of night, is he involved in the disappearances, is working alone, or does he have an 
accomplice? Who can I tell and who will believe me?!

I was down at the lake skimming stones, still wondering who I could trust with my new information, 
when suddenly my Mum and Dad came around the corner. Now things were getting really weird! They 
looked relieved, and I wondered if the school has asked parents to come and collect their kids before 
they were all kidnapped!

?Well-done Alan, we are very proud of you for completing the test.? Dad said softly. Next to him, 
Mums eyes were filling with tears.

?TEST?! What test?? I said disbelievingly, but before they could answer, Mr Sawders appeared?

?NO! get him away from me! Mum, Dad, there?s something you need to know? ? I screamed?  all at 
once I feel the familiar pricks of heat on my skin, thumping head? . I say to myself ?calm down Alan, 
this is my chance to tell everyone I know where the kids have gone? ? I gain control of myself just like I 
did the night before, I feel a sense of calm and power and turn to Mum and Dad?  but I didn?t get a 
chance to talk before Dr Aven came along, with a smile on his face and a clipboard in his hands. Great, 
looks like I am about to pass out again!

?Well done Alan, you?ve passed the test.? He says calmly

?What is this test everyone keeps going on about?!? I yell.

Dr Aven fixes me with a stare and says ?The test, Alan, is that you have unknowingly been a part of a 
research project into the control of symptoms caused by Anhidrosis. our hypothesis was that passing 
out, nausea and high temperatures could be largely controlled by ones state of mind and ability to 
remain calm. there were only three participants across the world involved in the study, and you were 
our patient from Australia. it really is a remarkable outcome for the medical community if i do say so 
myself. ?

I feel betrayed, hurt and angered. I look directly at Dr Aven my blood rising, and then turn my gaze to 
the calm lake waters. I can do this, I think to myself, its like a super power now. All at once I feel 
calmer and more relaxed.

?You know you could have told me!? I said, nettled.

?No, we could not, you would never agree to this? said Mum ?Imagine if we so much such suggested a 
test, you would have flipped out, or worse still, passed out!?

Just then Mary walks over grinning at m.

?Well done.? she says.

?So, this is seriously just a test?? I ask.

?Yep? replies Dad.

?Come on, we have to go home now, you can see Mary tonight, you earned it.? Mum says, ushering 
me towards the car.

?OK, Mrs Jennings.? smiled Mary, but just as we are about to leave, I turn to Mary and said just one 
more thing.

?Yeah?? said Mary

?DO NOT BRING ANY SWEETS, I don?t think the research went that far!?

THE END.
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Mircowave Chr ist m as Coconut  Fudge
INGREDIENTS

- 2 x 320g cans sweetened condensed coconut 
milk

- 150g butter, chopped
- 110g (1/2 cup) caster sugar
- 2 tbsp glucose syrup
- 1 tsp vanilla extract
- 1/4 tsp salt
- 180g white chocolate , finely chopped
- 20g (1/3 cup) flaked coconut, toasted
- 1 tsp silver cachous

INSTRUCTIONS

St ep 1

Grease an 18 x 28cm slice pan and line the base and sides with baking paper, allowing the 
edges to overhang.

St ep 2

Place the condensed milk, butter, sugar, syrup, vanilla and salt  in a large microwave-safe bowl. 
Microwave on High, stirring every 2 minutes, for 14 minutes or until the mixture thickens 
slightly.

St ep 3

Add the chocolate to the fudge mixture and stir until smooth. Working quickly, pour the 
mixture into the prepared pan. Smooth the surface with a spoon. Sprinkle with thecoconut and  
cachous. Set at room temperature for 30 minutes. Place in the fridge for 4 hours or until set.

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/white-chocolate-recipes
https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/white-chocolate-recipes
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JANUARY

3 Ella Hoseason-Smith

3 Hazel McTaggart

3 John McCleary

17 Nat Rogers
17 Gracie CollinsFEBRUARY

6 Sophie Wright

17 Dart

20 Juanita Omotosho

21 Cynthia Wright

24 Anna Collins

24 Lachlan Wright

24 Carmen Wilson

DECEMBER

15 Ali Watson

16 Scarlett Boddington

27 Levi  ChongWee
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Western Australia's regional and remote communities have been recognised at 
the 2022 Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities Awards, with Gascoyne Junction 
taking out the top honour.  Gascoyne Junction also won the Environmental 
Sustainability category for leading the way with its litter prevention initiatives 
and water planning.

Environment Minister Reece Whitby stated that "Gascoyne Junction has shown 
with determination and community support, towns can become more 
environmentally friendly and sustainable".

Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities Awards Judge, Joanne Ferguson 
commented that "The remote town of Gascoyne Junction impressed the judges 
with their resourcefulness, sheer determination, and commitment to a vast 
array of projects, activities and outcomes, across all categories, well and truly 
punching above their weight for a town of this size".

The awards are not just about being tidy but also reflect the community, its 
values and the way the community adapts to living with local environmental 
factors.

The past year has been challenging, with flooding causing significant damage 
and delays to planned initiatives. However, the community battled on to 
improve their town and make it welcoming.

Supportive Shire leadership and engaged community members demonstrated 
strong community action and connectedness. This sense of belonging is 
apparent in the town, examples being the community supporting out-of-town 
sporting activities, a meet-and-greet with the Yinggarda Aboriginal Corporation 
and young people contributing to the local newsletter.

 

TIDY TOWNS WINNERS
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Community initiatives in the past year have brought to completion beautiful place 
making projects and water-saving action which, combined with litter- prevention 
activities, have transformed Gascoyne Junction into a green and welcoming town. 
As you drive into town, you are instantly drawn to the Cessna airplane mounted 
high above the Gascoyne Junction Tourist Stop ? Two Rivers Memorial Park, which 
depicts the historical significance of aerial mustering in the region. The park 
remodelling has been many years in the making, having been delayed by COVID, 
rain and a lack of contractors. It is a stunning and valuable multi-use space to the 
local community and travellers. The park provides a respite stop, with parking for 
caravans and RVs, new toilet blocks, shade structures with seating, a huge lawn 
and an amphitheatre for community events. This space will eventually have
additional installations, functioning as an outdoor museum and linking with the 
Town Pavilion and War Memorial.

The town has new banner poles and signs welcoming visitors and providing 
tourists with directions. The neglected Caravan and Tourist Park has been 
repaired and refurbished. This facility is a focal point for locals and tourists, 
resulting in longer and multiple returning stays. Busy bees to pick up litter, 
distribution of Outback Packs, with resources for litter
collection and messaging for Leave No Trace, are contributing to a well-kept litter 
free community 
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On Friday November 25, Gascoyne Junction was declared the State Category Winner 
for Environmental Sustainability at the 2022 WA Tidy Towns Sustainable 
Communities Awards Luncheon in Perth.

This category was one of five that Gascoyne Junction was nominated in, along with 
the overall State Winner category.

This award reflects the work of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne in future proofing 
Gascoyne Junction reflecting the communities outstanding achievements in 
adapting to environmental change.  Sustainability is important for living in an area 
prone to drought.  Without a stable water source, a town like Gascoyne Junction 
which has potential for growth (Our population has grown by 25 people in the past 
12 months alone) would become stagnant or decline.  It is also important to have 
the resources available to support this growth.

To foster a sustainable community, water is imperative for both sustaining and 
growing our population.  Despite being situated where the Lyons and Gascoyne 
Rivers meet, Gascoyne Junction is a remote community with hostile summers with 
day time temperatures in the mid to high 40s.  It is no surprise that there is a 
shortage of water available for both the supply of the town's potable water and the 
water required for parks and gardens.  In 2021 the Shire of Upper Gascoyne 
undertook two projects aimed at future proofing the water supply in town and 
secondly improving the efficiency of how this water was used.

Currently the water supply for Gascoyne Junction utilises the alluvium aquifier 
within the Gascoyne River.  This aquifier is heavily reliant on recharge from river 
flows.  Droughts or dry periods have a massive impact on both the quantity and 
quality of water available.  The Shire of Upper Gascoyne engaged hydrogeologists to 
conduct a study of the area and devised a project to dig a bore, create a bore 
logging study and pump test the hole.  Currently, work is underway to see if the 
water source is viable and the bore hole is being cased and screened.

Should a viable water source be found, the Shire of Upper Gascoyne can remove 
their pump from the Gascoyne River alluvium aquifier.  The environmental impact it 
would have on the permanent water hole of which these pumps are located would 
be massive, with the water no longer been drawn, the surrounding flora and fauna 
would benefit a more reliable permanent water source.

To ensure the efficient use of water, the Shire of Upper Gascoyne also undertook a 
project which saw new reticulation put into the Town Oval and the new Two River 
Memorial Park to improve water consumption.  With the addition of the Two Rivers 
Memorial Park, the greenspaces of Gascoyne Junction have effectively doubled.  By 
installing the new reticulation across the oval and memorial park, the amount of 
water required is half of what was previously used on the Town Oval alone over 
both spaces.  The importance of Greenscapes to community wellness and mental 
health is important creating a community where people want to be.
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GP CLINIC UPDATE

Thank you again to those who have been in to try our GP Clinics.  We are continually 
talking with the team in Carnarvon to continue to improve this service. 

UPCOMING CLINIC DATES

Wednesday December 7

JANUARY CLINIC DATE TO BE CONFIRMED DUE TO CRC CLOSURE ON 1ST WED OF JAN

Wednesday February  1

Wednesday March 1

Wednesday April 5

Wednesday May 3

Wednesday June 7

Please contact the office on (08) 99430988 to make an appointment.



36

36

TWO
RIVERS

MEMORIAL

PARK 

OPENING
The Gascoyne Junction Visitor Stop Project or as it is now to be known the Two Rivers 
Memorial Park started as a thought in 2018, when initial drawings to revitalise this 4 acre 
non-functional and underutilised space into a welcoming oasis for use by both locals and 
visitors alike  were created.

Thanks to funding through the Federal Government?s Building Better Regions Fund, this 
project has brought to life another key project for the Upper Gascoyne as part of revitalising 
the township of Gascoyne Junction after the 2010 Flood Event.

The Two Rivers Memorial Park provides day use parking for travellers taking a wander 
outback through our region with easy access for all vehicles including caravans and RVs. For 
visitors, the park is a welcoming space to take a break and plan their travels to local and 
regional attractions. It also creates a new venue for Gascoyne Junction to host events  
enjoying a large grassed amphitheatre where we can enjoy music and live events and come 
together as a community.

A project like this takes many hands and so to all who have helped bring this community 
space to fruition we say thank you. To our ·Architects ? Eastman and Poletti, ·GBSC our 
building contractors, Tammy King from Empire Grants for helping put the grant proposal 
together we say thank you. To each and every contractor who has shared their skills and 
knowledge to bring this space to life, we say thank you for your professionalism, dedication 
and support.  To the Bain Family for their donation of VH-DMT we also say a special thanks ? 
we look forward to dedicating the aircraft in 2023 with you all.  The entire Shire staff past and 
present, a job well done with each team member bring their strengths to the project.

To the community of the Upper Gascoyne for their patience throughout the construction, a 
special thanks.  

Our opening event - a free musical concert was a fantastic culmination and celebration of this 
project coming to fruition.  With over 300 people attending, the amptiheatre was christened 
by Meggan McCleary, Elavina and the headline act for the night Proud Mary.  The sound was 
amazing, and what a benchmark for events to come.  Food Trucks were on hand to grab a 
dinner to enjoy on the lawn and listen to fantastic musicians as the sunset over Gascoyne 
Junction.  
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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