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COUNCIL NEWS
Ordinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 8th February

Wednesday 22nd March 

Wednesday  26th April 

Wednesday 24th May 

Wednesday 28th June 

Wednesday 26th July

Wednesday 23rd August

Wednesday 20th September

Wednesday 25th October

Wednesday 22nd November

Thursday 14th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott 
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session 
which is held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t

Firstly and foremost I would like to welcome all Councillors, Staff 
and guests for the commencement of the 2023 calendar year. It 
once again promises to be another very busy period with major 
issues such as water, land (residential /  light industrial), budget 
review / 23-24 budget, Implementation of Hastings RUA, new 
assets, asset renewal, staffing, general administration tasks and 
Council Elections.

I was kept busy over the Christmas / New Year break doing the 
rubbish removal, policy manual revision and other general tasks, as 
required. I am now fully competent on the Rubbish Truck and only 
had to pick up one bin by hand after I tipped it out on the ground 
rather than into the truck, this type of misadventure certainly 
ensures you only make that mistake once. One thing that was 
apparent is that as a community we are not re-cycling and taking 
advantage of the Container Deposit levy and by not recycling we 
put more pressure on our landfill site, which has an economic and 
environmental consequence. This is an area where we can do 
better and we will put a focus on this through 2023.

We have been advised that judges will be visiting Gascoyne Junction 
on March 8 for the National Award judging.The awards are being 
held at King Island on the 19th of May 2023. I am led to believe that 
the King Island function centre can only cater for 80 people and 
that there will be limit of 4 persons per State entrant, given this we 
will need to determine who will attend to represent the Shire so we 
can book early and not be sleeping in our swags on the beach.

We have sought the public?s / community interest in the provision 
of Light Industrial Land, at this stage we have four very strong 
expressions of interest, given this I have instructed our consultants 
to review the current plan and make eight lots which would 
effectively mean that each lot would be in the order of 3,000m2 or 
¾ of an acre. I have made enquiries with the Department of Lands 
to convert the current Management Order into Freehold Land, I am 
anticipating that we may need to do another ILUA given the Land is 
currently categorised as being UCL.

The Residential Land is at a stand-still at the moment until the 
Department of Lands provides an ILUA Template, once received we 
can recommence negotiations with the Yinggarda PBC. I have had 
discussions with Development WA about subsidies to develop both 
the Residential and Light Industrial Land, I am advised to make an 
application under the RDAP (Regional Development Assistance 
Program) for both projects. I have engaged Porters to prepare the 
applications on our behalf.

Water continues to be problematic from a potable supply 
perspective. Water Corp have advised that they only have capacity 
to service another seven residential properties; which given our 
level of perceived demand for land is inadequate. 
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I have approached Water Corp with the issues and have provided a potential solution; 
however, at this stage the silence is deafening. I can see a trip to Perth to see the 
powers to be in order to get some action on the ground. This is an issue that has been 
around for the past 21 years.

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services Repor t

Welcome back and happy New Year! Staff have returned from a well-earned break and 
are very much straight back into the swing of things. Although January is considered 
one of our quieter periods, coming back after the two week closure placed staff back 
into the day to day routine of delivering our core business.

In addition to our core business, staff will be rolling out tasks that align with our 
compliance calendar. This consists of issue of the next rate instalments, mid-year 
budget reviews, commencement of the 23/24 budget process and preparing for the 
22/23 interim audit. There are also various progress reports that need to be finalised 
and submitted as part of acquitting completed projects from last year.

The CRC is also in full swing with the newly constructed storage room ready for filling 
up with stock, general supplies and our office records. The first GP clinic administered 
by the WA Country Health Midwest Service was scheduled for the 11th January 2023, 
and was again well accessed by members of the community. With the recent release of 
the dates for the remaining clinics in 2023, we hope that this will continue to assist our 
community in having immediate access to a locally based health service each month.

Speaking of office records, we have also commenced our Records Management gap 
analysis by engaging Records Consultant Kim Boulton. Kim is considered the records 
guru amongst the LG crowd and staff are investing the time to ensure this process is 
given the utmost priority whilst undertaken by Kim. Records management is one of the 
big ticket items on our bucket list for this financial year.

Councillors will note the addition of some new tourism signage round town, which has 
created some excitement and buzz within the team. This is all part of our tourism 
strategy and we hope will be beneficial to visitors in the area.
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Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

Aut hor  ? Ainsley Hardie, Tour ism  & Com m unit y Developm ent  Of f icer

Com m unit y

Another Community Christmas Party was successfully held on Friday December 9.38 
children from across the Shire received gifts from Santa.I am so grateful to my 
colleagues who worked collectively to achieve another wonderful community event bring 
residents together to celebrate.Involving the community once again in bringing side 
dishes and desserts was well received.Preliminary plans for next year are already 
underway.

2023 kicked off with a GP Clinic the first week the offices were opened. We had five 
appointments for the day. Whilst a slower clinic it did give staff from both the health 
team and the CRC to reflect on our progress so far and work at ways to further improve 
the services on offer. Clinics are scheduled for the first Wednesday of each month for 
the remainder of 2023. I am working with WAHCS to prepare a Memorandum of 
Understanding for the operation of the clinic.

The 2023 Events calendar is live on the website with some dates still to be added as final 
dates are confirmed with external stakeholders.The focus of this year as a team is to 
deliver core events well.To look at adding events an expression of interest was put to the 
community to attend a meeting with the goal of creating a working group of community 
members to host additional events through the year. This meeting is due to be held on 
Thursday February 2. I have prepared a 5000 work submission on behalf of the Upper 
Gascoyne for our submission and consideration for the 2023 National Tidy Towns 
Awards to be held on King Island on May 19, 2023. The categories differ slightly from the 
State Awards and provided an extension of the time frame for considered projects. The 
national judges are due to be here on Wednesday March 8 and I look forward to 
showcasing Gascoyne Junction to them. I have on the town?s behalf submitted 
nominations in all categories and being an overall State Winner we are automatically in 
the running for the overall National Award.

Tour ism

Despite the warmer weather it has been wonderful to still welcome visitors to the Upper 
Gascoyne over December and January. International visitors have returned with many 
German tourists heading out to Mount Augustus and the Kennedy Ranges. All have 
loved this part of the world despite the higher temperatures.Our key stakeholders are 
gearing up for the year ahead and working proactively to have key personnel in place to 
start the year.

The finishing touches are being put on to the eight minute Storytowns Podcast that will 
be live in February. Visitors to the region will be able to listen to the podcast as the near 
Gascoyne Junction and discover the history and attractions of the area. By the time of 
the meeting details of how to listen to the podcast will be on the Shire website.

At the start of February we will be launching our Under Gascoyne Skies Festival to be 
held from April 20 to 30. Incorporating the Solar Eclipse this festival will also see a range 
of activities to entertain the expected increased number of visitors not only for school 
holidays but travelling to and from the Eclipse.

February will also see the launch of Australia?s Golden Outback Gascoyne Murchison 
Campaign.This will run through May ? however the use of marketing collateral will 
continue beyond that and signage along the North West Coastal Highway is currently 
being planned and developed encouraging visitors to De Tour to the Gascoyne 
Murchison.

The Caravan and Camping TV Show has just begun its new season and the Upper 
Gascoyne features heavily in the start and end of each episode with the opening and 
closing tit les. The Upper Gascoyne will feature in its own stand-alone episode airing on 
Sunday February 12 at 5.30pm on Channel 7.
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A further two stories will air in the March 12 episode.The March episodes will also see 
ads go to air in the weeks leading into the Caravan and Camping Show. We are 
currently working out a media campaign for 2023 with advertising on Channel 7 and 
its partnering channels.

Conversations continue with a new accommodation stakeholder and two tour 
companies looking to commence during the 2023 season out of Gascoyne 
Junction.They are all well underway with planning and permits, and we have been 
discussing marketing opportunities.Two of these operations have assisted with recent 
media visits to the area adding to what the region has to offer to visitors as they 
wander outback.

Finally, in conjunction with Astrotourism WA and Horizon Power, we have discussed 
Gascoyne Junction being a case study for becoming a town with Dark Sky Friendly 
street lighting.Horizon Power are currently putting together a case study at installing 
warmer lighting that meets international dark sky specifications in Gascoyne Junction. 
A public consultation will be held on the night before the next council meeting with 
representatives of Astrotourism WA and Horizon Power in attendance.Whilst we 
already have amazing night skies, this style of lighting helps reduce light pollution but 
is also better for wildlife and provides less blue light to human eyes.

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

I would like welcome Councillors and staff back for the 2023 year.I enjoyed a few days 
off over Christmas with the family. I took the opportunity to return to work for a few 
days after New Year?s to make sure the parts and trades were sorted to carry out the 
shutdown work required. I also used this time to get out on the road and do some 
road inspections before enjoying some days off in Coral Bay. I completed some more 
road inspections in mid-January and can report that in general the roads are in good 
condition with the exception of some washouts and ruts caused by people driving on 
closed roads.

John and I have been working closely with Hastings regarding the implementation of 
the road use agreement and current road maintenance requirements. To their credit 
they have deployed a road crew in late January to grade and roll the chosen route.We 
are still having issues with their contractors not doing the right thing however 
Hastings are implementing procedures to mitigate this from happening. We have also 
been working with several other exploration teams within other areas of the shire 
and bringing them up to speed with our expectations and conditions for using our 
roads. The workload in the exploration and mining space is growing at rapid rate and 
I expect will only consume more and more of our time and resources in the future.

The 2023 works program is well under way and is going to be another heavy work 
load. We have employed Hamish Tuia once again to fill in for Nat Rogers while he is 
on long service leave. Thanks to John for doing the rubbish run over Christmas. 
Hamish and Ali are doing a great job of catching up with garden maintenance after 
the Christmas break. With some good management and a bit of luck the parks and 
gardens are in great shape considering the hot weather we have had. The town oval 
reticulation and ground refurbishment has made all the difference. Hamish, Ali and 
Sean are working hard to make sure the town is looking sharp in time for the Tidy 
Towns judging which will take place next month.
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We have taken ownership of the new Kubota tractor with mower, slasher and boom 
spray. The unit has already been put to good use mowing the town verges and 
oval.The new tractor has more than halved the time it takes to do these tasks.The 
addition of an air-conditioned cab also removes our employees from the elements 
and improves OHS.

The new grader was expected to arrive at the end of January however it has been 
delayed due to COVID sweeping through the fabrication team building the tyre carrier 
mount on the ripper box. The grader is expected to arrive on the 10th Feb.

We are still awaiting the arrival of two replacement light vehicles that were ordered 
back in July 2022. We still do not have a definitive ETA. In order to avoid another 
lengthy lead time I have been busy seeking quotes and ordering the replacements 
vehicles for the 2023/24 financial year.

Unfortunately we still have not received our CAT prime mover or Mack tipper back 
from the repairer in Perth. Both trucks were sent for insurance repairs due to steerer 
blowouts.While they were in the workshop I asked for a full defect report on each 
truck. The Mack truck requires some minor repairs due to normal wear and tear 
however the CAT truck had a lot more issues that required attention.While this was 
outside of our expected budget John and I agreed it was best to get the works 
completed while the trucks were in Perth.Both trucks are expected to return by 
mid-February.

Sean and I have moved into our newly refurbished offices. The new layout is proving 
to much more effective and allows us to work more efficiently and affords the 
individual space our roles require. Sean will attend a LEMC meeting in Shark Bay this 
month and will also take the opportunity to join in some emergency rescue training 
while there.

Maint enance Graders:

Thomas and Ian will start the year grading in our southern district.There is a lot of 
vegetation on back slopes and some patch grading to be done. They will then 
concentrate on blowouts on the Pimbee and Ullawarra roads before deploying to the 
rest of the shire.

Const ruct ion:

We have hit the ground running this year already. The works crew have 
recommenced resheeting works between the Daurie and Congo Creeks.We expect to 
complete a further 4km of sheeting by mid-March.

The crew will then mobilise to Mt Sandiman to lower and widen a dangerous crest 
thanks to funding from Black Spot WA program.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This article was originally published in The 

Northern Guardian on Wednesday November 11, 

1998.

bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   
ar t icl es on news and event s in t he upper  



16

    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  
cel ebr it ies...

The CRC is on the look out for our next 
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions 

of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community 
and our community is keen to get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about 
yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 

team you support and what you like to do in your 
spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

You could be our next local celebrity...
Full nam e:

Nicknam e:

Place of  bir t h:

Favour it e food?

Favour it e anim al?

Foot y t eam :

Where did you grow  up?

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne?

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne?
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dropping in updated copy
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Chicken and Mushroom  Past a 
INGREDIENTS

- 375g Penne
- 1/2 Hot Roast Chicken, skin and 

bones removed, meat coarsely 
shredded

- 490g Creamy Mushroom Sauce
- 120g Baby Spinach
- 250g shredded Mozzarella

INSTRUCTIONS

St ep 1

Preheat oven to 200°C. Cook the penne in a large saucepan of boiling water following 
packet directions or until al dente. Drain well.

St ep 2

Combine the penne, chicken, mushroom sauce and spinach in a large bowl. Spoon into 
a 10-cup (2.5L) baking dish. Sprinkle evenly with mozzarella.

St ep 3

Bake for 20 mins or until top is golden brown and pasta mixture is heated through. 
Serve immediately.
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APRIL

3 Mitchell Hoseason-Smith

8 Bridie Walker

11 Riley McKeough

15 Katelyn Wright

FEBRUARY

6 Sophie Wright

17 Dart

20 Juanita Omotosho

21 Cynthia Wright

24 Anna Collins

24 Lachlan Wright

24 Carmen Wilson

MARCH

2 Karen Coffin

6 Genevieve Robinson

9 Thomas Fletcher

16 Andre Omotosho

20 Georgie Hammarquist

23 David Hammarquist

30 Diane Kempton
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Upper  Gascoyne -  Caravan and Cam ping WA

Sunday February 12     5.30pm    Channel 7
The episode of the Caravan and Camping WA going to air on Sunday February 12 will be 
completed focussed on travelling through the Upper Gascoyne.  Filmed on location in 
November the episode will encourage travellers to take a wander outback.  Keep your eyes 
open for a local or two.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make this possible.  We had so 
much fun putting it together.   Two of the stories will be replayed on the March 12 edition of the 
show.  

Signs across t he Junct ion
At the end of January some new tourism signage went up across Gascoyne Junction.  The next 
time you drive in our out of Gascoyne Junction you will see our Welcome to Gascoyne Junction 
and Thanks for Visiting signage.  We also have new signage for the Community Resource and 
Visitor Information Centre with an updated town map.  These are located at the CRC, the 
Junction Pub and Tourist Park and at the Two Rivers Memorial Park.   
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Sum m er  St orm

Late afternoon on February 3, a short yet 
powerful storm rolled into Gascoyne 
Junction causing signficant damage across 
the town with almost 20mm of raining 
falling in 30 minutes.  Three houses lost 
their rooves.  Windows in properties 
shattered. Debris from damaged homes 
being caught in the wind caused further 
damage to neighbouring houses and 
fences.  Car windows were smashed, shade 
sails torn and trampolines and water tanks 
have found new places to stand around the 
town.   

Thanks to the amazing community 
members who stepped into help clear 
debris, tarp rooves and remove broken 
branches.  The conditions were hot and 
humid but they quickly got the town 
secured.   Now the work of insurance and 
repairs begins.     
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 GP CLINIC - Next  Clin ic Wednesday March 1

Thank you to all of the community members who attended our Expression Of Interest meeting 
to form a working group for holding community events in the Upper Gascoyne.  Those 
attending unanimously voted to move forward with the creation of the group to be known as 
the Gascoyne Junction Town Team.  Town Teams is an organisation that is was created to help 
communities form working groups to provide activities and events in their community 
providing structure and support.  The Gascoyne Junction Town Team will run independently of 
the Shire.  The group will at the March meeting identify events that they believe are important 
to the community that fall outside of the core events the Shire provide each year.  

Shire staff members who participate in the Gascoyne Junction Town Team do so as residents 
and without their Shire hat on.  The group will identify events or activities that will compliment 
the existing events calendar for the Shire, and bring these to life.  The group will set 
boundaries on the size of events and how many to hold based around the time and capacity 
that the group has.  

The group is open to all interested community members so if you would like to find out more 
come along to the next meeting on Thursday March 9 at 4pm.        

Our next GP Clinic will be held on Wednesday March 1 at the CRC. The February clinic was 
cancelled not due to a lack of numbers wanting to attend but due to a doctor shortage in 
Carnarvon due to staff leave.  The GP Clinic team apologises for not making it out here.  To 
make an appointment call in to see the team at the CRC or call 9943 0998.  The GP Clinic is a 
free service.   

Gascoyne  Junct ion Town Team
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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Hastings is well advanced on building the enabling infrastructure that must be in place before 
Hastings can commence construction proper of the Yangibana Rare Earths Project.
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SMOKO TIME
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