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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 8th February

Wednesday 22nd March 

Wednesday  26th April 

Wednesday 31st May 

Wednesday 28th June 

Wednesday 26th July

Wednesday 23rd August

Wednesday 20th September

Wednesday 25th October

Wednesday 22nd November

Thursday 14th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott 
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session 
which is held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t

Given the early February OMC and this meeting it appears to be a 
long time between drinks. The last six weeks from my perspective 
seems to have been a flurry of activity with litt le to show on the 
ground but a lot of leg work going into issues such as Housing, Land 
Development, Water Resources, Tenders, Administration ? 
Compliance Audit Return, Budget Review and getting things set-up 
for the 2023/24 Budget Process.

Councillor Jim Caunt and I undertook a two day road / mining 
operation inspection. This trip was invaluable as we got to see what 
was happening with the junior miners such as Dreadnought 
Resources, Buxton Resources, Lathanein Resources, Red Dust 
Resources, White Crest Resources and Hastings. We stayed the night 
at the Hastings camp and were well looked after, I managed to teach 
Jim and Lisa how to play pool and table tennis. Hastings have done a 
mountain of work with the Airstrip, Haul Road and Camp 
Accommodation nearing completion. Currently there is a lot of work 
being done behind the scenes with the commencement and fully 
implementing the Hastings Road use Agreement. Whilst on the trip 
we took the opportunity to call into our Pastoral Properties, in 
general everyone was happy with the Shire.

Councillor Caunt and I attended the Gascoyne WALGA Zone Meeting 
and the Regional Road Group Meeting which were held in Carnarvon 
on the 17th of February 2023. There were some issues in the Zone 
Meeting that were contentious at the macro level; however, not 
within our region.

The Insurance works and claim finalisation are taking shape; we had 
the Structural Engineer inspect both Mick?s and Billies Homes. It will 
be a week or two before we receive the report but I am expecting to 
be given a payout figure for Mick?s House. In relation to Billie?s Home 
he could see no structural damage.

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, 
Communications and the Arts have released the amounts that each 
Local Government will receive in the 2023/24 financial period, which 
in our case is $624,873. There is a further $250M to be allocated to 
Regional /  Remote L/Gv?ts for expenditure on Roads, at this stage we 
have not been advised of our allocation.
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Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services Repor t

In early February the management team spent two full days with Travis and Bertus, our 
accountants from RSM, to work on the mid-year budget review which is a statutory 
requirement under the Local Government Act. At today?s council meeting staff will be 
presenting the budget review report and request that Council adopt all the budget 
amendments that have been put forward as part of this process.

Considering all the projects we have programmed in for the current financial year, what 
has been completed so far and what we still have left to do, the mid-year review went 
relatively well. The management team took a holistic approach to reviewing our recurrent 
maintenance and significant projects and for the most part, were able to offset increases 
in budgets with savings identified in others. For areas where there was a significant 
change, staff applied a realistic methodology and discussed deferring some expenditure 
into the following year to assist in bridging this budget gap ? that is, providing it would not 
create too much of a setback or disruption to other works already in progress or hinder 
the delivery of key projects identified in our strategic plans.

Next month will see our Audit Committee meet with the Office of the Auditor General 
(OAG) and our Auditors at William Buck to conduct our Entrance meeting for 2022/23. 
This will lead into our interim Audit and then our End of Financial Year Audit. The cycle 
begins again.

We will also commence preparation of the 2023/24 budget this month, with the first 
budget workshop intended to be held in May. Council will recall that the CEO sent out 
budget request forms to all Councillors prior to last month?s council meeting as part of 
our inception discussions around the 23/24 budget. For consideration into the draft 
budget, these request forms are due on the 22nd March.

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

Aut hor  ? Ainsley Hardie, Tour ism  & Com m unit y Developm ent  Of f icer

Com m unit y

February saw the CRC host a community meeting for residents interested in delivering 
events above and beyond the scope of events run by the Shire. We had nine people 
attend with two apologies.A working group a part of the Town Teams program was 
formed with a follow up meeting scheduled for March to identify events to add to the 
2023 event calendar. This meeting saw six community members attend and four 
community events were identified to add to the calendar for 2023. The next meeting is 
scheduled for early April. It was wonderful to see the community coming together on this 
project.

With the storage room now operational we have again been able to open up full access to 
library which the local children have been enjoying. We also had five kids join us at the 
CRC in February for a Friday Afternoon Movie to celebrate back to school.

After the February GP Clinic was sadly cancelled due a doctor not being available, the 
March GP Clinic went ahead on March 2 with 10 people attending. We continue to work 
with WACHS to continue to improve the delivery of this service.
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The National Judges for Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities have visited Gascoyne 
Junction. The judges left with amazement of what had been achieved in the past two 
years. Gascoyne Junction has submitted projects for consideration in all nine categories 
and will automatically be considered for the overall tit le.

Tour ism

Marketing: February has been a busy month with lots of promotional activities 
underway.

- Launch of Australia?s Golden Outback DeTour Gascoyne Murchison Digital 
Campaign

- Four stories on the Upper Gascoyne on Caravan and Camping WA TV Program 
Channel 7

- EDM of Upper Gascoyne to 40000 subscribers of Caravan and Camping WA
- Australia?s Golden Outback Solar Eclipse Landing Page
- ABC Pilbara ? Storm Clean Up
- ABC Midwest ? Gascoyne Junction part of Solar Eclipse Discovery Tour
- The West Australian 10 Mar ? Walking on A Dream Liftout

In April we begin a focused social media campaign using content obtained through the 
Caravan and Camping WA visit. The campaign is designed to further identify and 
understand our market segments before the launch of the TV Campaign and to grow 
our audience reach through both facebook ? Visit Upper Gascoyne and Instagram 
@shireofuppergascoyne

Solar Eclipse/Under Gascoyne Skies Festival:

A series of events are planned for the day of the Solar Eclipse and they days following 
from a Community Viewing Party for the Solar Eclipse events, to a Community Bush 
Dance and Star Gazing activities. Meetings have been held with key stakeholders to 
discuss emergency services support and tourist overflow plans for the increased traffic 
through the area. A page for the event is live on the shire website and is also being 
promoted through Australia?s Golden Outback.

A team of three will be attending the Perth Caravan and Camping Show from March 22 
to March 26 to encourage visitors to take a Wander Outback through the Shire. 
Organisers are expecting 40000 people to attend the show.

Product Development: I am currently working with four separate businesses who are in 
varying stages of establishing tourism businesses based in and around Gascoyne 
Junction for this upcoming season.It is exciting to see the variety of product from 
accommodation and tour operators that are looking to establish themselves in the 
Junction. I look forward to continuing to help them with growing their businesses and 
services here.

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

The works crew have had a massive six weeks and I would like to thank them for their 
efforts.As usual the entire team is extremely busy and we have hit the ground running 
in 2023.

We have managed to recover from the mini tornado that hit us in February and get the 
town looking great in time or the Tidy Towns National judging.I would like to thank Ali 
Watson in particular for her efforts during the blistering heat.The judges were very 
complimentary and Ainsley did an awesome job of presenting our litt le town in the best 
light possible.It is quite an achievement to have won the state award and fingers 
crossed we take it to the next level in May.

Nat Rogers has returned from a long service leave, in his absence we employed Hamish 
Tuia as a fill in to stay on top of the gardening.
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Sean also enjoyed a much deserved two week break during March.With the addition 
of the new tourist stop and other improvements, we have engaged another 0.4 FTE to 
assist our town crew with the upkeep of all of our facilit ies.Dave Miller has come on 
board for 2 days a week and will assist with rubbish collection and gardening.

We are working closely with LGIS (our insurer) to remediate all of the damage form 
the storm cell in February. They have been very accommodating and help accelerate 
repairs to buildings and vehicles. We are engaging contractors to complete the works 
as quickly possible but unfortunately procuring materials has been an issue. A lot of 
damage was caused from the roof at 6 Scott being blown off and hitting fences, cars 
and other buildings. Unfortunately two other private houses lost rooves and one 
house was beyond repair and completely demolished. Once again the true character 
of our town was on display when nearly all of our residents and contractors chipped 
in to clean the town up the day after the storm in extremely hot and humid 
conditions.Thank you to everyone that helped.

The works crew have completed the resheeting between Daurie and Congo creeks. 
We managed to complete approximately 10kms of sheeting which has set us not 
nicely to seal it in the future. The crew have been flat out repairing blowouts on the 
Ullawarra and Pimbee roads. Unfortunately there has been increased heavy vehicle 
movements on these roads which has caused damage in the dry hot conditions.We 
engaged three watercarts and all three graders and rollers to get the roads back in 
shape. Once finished here we have similar damage on the Landor Meekatharra road 
to repair in April . Once this is complete the maintenance graders can get back to 
maintenance grading throughout the shire.

Works on the Mt Sandiman hill have begun with the installation of a detour around 
the hill that is to be blasted and lowered. The blast crew will arrive on the 23rdMarch 
and we plan to complete works by the end of April. There is approximately 1.2kms of 
sheeting to complete on top of lowering the hill and one crest. We have given Ian 
Golding an opportunity to take on the construction grading for this project and lead 
the crew. This will increase Ian?s capacity to fill in for Dameon in the future when 
required.

We are still awaiting approvals from DWER and DPLH for the upgrade of the Dalgety 
Brook crossing. Once approvals are given we can commence construction.

We have been working closely with Hastings regarding road maintenance on their 
chosen route out through Lyndon.I am happy to say that they completed a full grade 
from the Lyndon Minnie reek turnoff out to the North West Coastal Hwy and are 
currently working back from there to Cobra.Hastings have also agreed to do a full 
maintenance grade from Lyndon Minnie Creek road right down to Gascoyne 
Junction.We have invited representatives from companies with active and developing 
exploration and mining enterprises within our shire to attend a meeting on the 23rd 

March. The aim of the meeting is to develop relationships and open discussions with 
the stakeholders regarding expectations and deliverables from both the shire and 
their point of view.Expectations around the use of our road network and facilit ies will 
be of high priority so we can ensure that the safety, condition and sustainability of 
our assets are secure and fit for purpose.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This article was originally published in September 

2004.

bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   
ar t icl es on news and event s in t he upper  
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  
cel ebr it ies...

The CRC is on the look out for our next 
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions 

of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community 
and our community is keen to get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about 
yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 

team you support and what you like to do in your 
spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

You could be our next local celebrity...
Full nam e:

Nicknam e:

Place of  bir t h:

Favour it e food?

Favour it e anim al?

Foot y t eam :

Where did you grow  up?

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne?

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne?
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Easy Bake Bean Cot t age Pie
INGREDIENTS
1kg gravy beef, cut into chunks (see recipe notes)

2 tbsp gravox

1 tbsp plain flour

500g baby potatoes, halved

200g button mushrooms, halved

2 carrots, chopped

6 shallots, halved

125ml (1/2cup) Massel Beef Style Liquid Stock

400g can chopped tomatoes

225g jar tomato chutney

INSTRUCTIONS

St ep 1

Toss cut beef in gravox and plain flour in the bowl of a slow cooker. Arrange 
potato, mushroom, carrot and shallot over beef. Pour over stock, tomatoes 
and chutney. Cook on HIGH for 8 hours or until the beef is tender. Serve with 
steamed green vegetables, if desired.
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APRIL

3 Mitchell Hoseason-Smith

8 Bridie Walker

11 Riley McKeough

15 Katelyn Wright

19 Felicity Blackburn

19 Yasmin Blackburn

MAY

3 Dylan Hoseason-Smith

9 Pronto

18 Betty Fletcher

27 Barney McTaggart

JUNE

19 Heejong Hwang

19 Cherie Walker

20 Sean Walker
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  Voting for the 2023 National Awards for Local 

Government  have opened.  The Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne has entered two of the eleven 
categories in this year?s  National Awards, and we 
need YOUR vote to win. 

Cohesive Communities: Two Rivers Memorial Park

Productivity through Infrastructure: Gascoyne 
Junction Water Sustainability Project

Vote by visiting: bit.ly/voteNALG2023 

The National Awards highlight initiatives 
implemented by local  governments that are 
innovative, make a difference to their  local 
communities, display excellence, and have 
outcomes that  are replicable across the country. 

For more  information on the awards visit::  
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/nalg/     

2023 Nat ional Local Governm ent  Awards

ANZAC DAY 2023
 This year our ANZAC Day service will be a litt le different.  The service itself will be held at 
the War Memorial at the Two Rivers Memorial Park now that the construction works are 
finished. It will be wonderful to use this purpose built space again in 2023.  

To mark the occasion we have the Kelmscott Pinjarra 10th Light Horse Memorial Troop 
bringing two of their members to town to lead a march in Gascoyne Junction.  

Anyone is welcome to join the march. We are asking that those wanting to participate 
meet at the CRC at 10.30am with the march commencing at 10.45am down Gregory Street 
to the Memorial ready for the service to begin at 11am.  At the conclusion of the service 
light refreshments will be served at the Gascoyne Junction Pub and Tourist Park.  All are 
welcome.  

Shire staff are happy to announce that we were successful 
in securing a grant of $22,000 through the WA Bicycle 
Network program, to construct a new shared path that 
connects Scott Street to Hatch Street ? this initiative is 
supported and administered by the Department of 
Transport (DoT).

Construction on the shared path is anticipated to start at 
the end of April and completed in May 2023. The Shire will 
keep our community up to date with the construction 
program as the work progresses. Any queries regarding 
the project and/or construction work can be directed to 
the Shire Admin Office during normal business hours.

New Shared Pat h
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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Easter Colouring In Competi t ion

Please have colouring back  to the Communi ty Resource Centre by  
Tuesday  4th A pri l  5pm for the chance to w in a Easter Egg.

Name:
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