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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 28th February
Wednesday 27th March
Wednesday 24th April
Wednesday 22nd May
Thursday 26th June
Wednesday 24th July
Wednesday 28th August
Wednesday 18th September
Wednesday 23rd October
Wednesday 27th November
Thursday 12th December

Council meetings commence at

8:30am in the Shire Council
Chambers located at 4 Scott
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are
welcome to attend the council
meetings and participate in the

Public Question Time session

which is held at the beginning of

each Council Meeting.

Shire of \ _ :_-_ﬁ'-' -
UPPERGASCOYNE

COUNCILNEWS

CEO Report

At last we have seen some rain, not sure if this will bring a river but
any precipitation is welcome. Unfortunately this extended dry period
has once again shown that water security for the town is paramount.
With this in mind we are still looking at different options to make
water that is capable of being used on our parks and gardens at an
affordable cost.

Whilst away | have taken on Jarrod's role which has been challenging
given my normal duties associated with a CEO still needing to be
undertaken. | am grateful for all of my staff for assisting and going the
extra yards.

The Shire President and Deputy President (via teams) accompanied
me to Perth for a meeting with Hastings in order to move the Road
Use Agreement along. The majority of the document has been
agreed, subject to Council approval; however, there are a couple of
issues that still need further work. We have instructed our solicitor
and Hastings solicitor to work together to find a solution that works,
once done they are to appraise us with the detail for further
consideration.

| attended the Burringurrah Service Providers Meeting, questions
were raised about up-grading the Gascoyne River Crossing.

The transfer of Lot 45 Gregory Street to the freehold ownership of the
Shire from the State has been completed with a sub-division
application being processed. This land is where Ainsley currently
resides and the new house will be situated to the rear of Ainsley’s.

The Shire are working in partnership with the Gascoyne Development
Commission in developing a “Mining and Resources Symposium”.

The GDC will provide some financial assistance and a staff member to
assist. It is proposed the event will be held on the 5th of September
2024.

| am pleased to advise that our new remote controlled depot security
gate has been installed. This will provide security for the depot and
will also cover off on adverse findings under Regulation 17. .



COUNCILNEWS

Manager of Finance and Corporate Services

February has been an extremely productive month for the team and Brooke our
new recruit at the CRC is fitting in nicely and getting to know the community. The
team have undertaken a comprehensive overhaul of our Synergy accounting
system to ensure better management of expenditure against budget.
Throughout this process they have not only gained a better insight into how the
system operates, as they have taken on a hands on role, but have been proactive
in putting forth recommendations, which were subsequently actioned, to
enhance and improve the outcome. It is also been a good team building exercise
as they could see what they have achieved at the end of each day and upskilled
sufficiently to pass on this knowledge to management and other team members
to enable them to obtain detailed budget to actual expenditure reports. Once
this was completed the team commenced a Budget Review that is required under
the Local Government Act, and is due to be presented to Council during the
March OCM.

Well done everyone - you should be proud of what you have achieved!



COUNCILNEWS

Community Resource Centre Update

Visitors are returning to the Upper Gascoyne, from overseas (Austria and
Switzerland), and our domestic market. The hot weather has not been a deterrent
and have been heading off to explore our National Parks. An off road bike tour
company chose the Upper Gascoyne and surrounds as an alternate tour
destination after having to change an original itinerary due to wet weather and
they will return again in April. The Perth Caravan and Camping Show is next on our
agenda to invite visitors to take a wander outback. We will be sharing our new and
updated Wander Outback brochure and launching the Under Gascoyne Skies
Festival to be held in August focusing on food in the Upper Gascoyne with events in
Gascoyne Junction, Kennedy Range and at Mount Augustus from August 24 to
August 31

A mentor has been appointed for the Upper Gascoyne Tourism Capability Building
Project with seven establishments across the Shire participating. Tourism WA have
been in the Shire this week visiting participants with the mentoring commencing

the week of April 8. The excitement around this project is energizing to be around.

April will see two sundowner events for our pastoralists to bring them together in a
relaxed and informal setting. From an economic development perspective, an
expression of interest will be sent out before the end of March to better
understand how we can best advocate for our agriculture sector.
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BLASTFROMTHEPAST

THISSEGMENT OF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLES ON NEWS ANDEVENTSINTHEUPPER
GASCOYNE.

This months Blast from the Past was published in the Northern Guardian on 16th
August 2007
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CALLING ALL LOCALCELEBRITIES...

The CRC is on the look out for our next
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to
aet to know vou!

SAY G'DAY TOseee

Full name: Brooke Podmore

Nickname: Chook

Place of birth: Carnarvon

Where did you grow up? Carnarvon and Denmark

Favourite food? Potato Fritters

Favourite animal? Dogs

Favourite Song: Anything by Zach Bryan & Luke Combs

Footy team: None

What is on your bucket list? Going on a Cruise

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne? For Partners work, now | work out here too
How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne? 6 months

What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne? Sunsets & Peacefulness

What services or events would you like to see in the Upper Gascoyne? Nursing Post

ASAC NN _yuu ITC IILTITOLTU 1T 91IdL Ty 111IVIT dvuut _yuun)cn, IHHN\NC _yUU| TUVUUILILT 1TVUU, VvVviiiuldl IUUL]

team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your
answers to the questions below!
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH
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During swimming week, students visited the Town Library
to complete Harmony Day activities, they met their SIDE
Indonesian teacher who visited them from Perth, they learnt
cricket skills from WA Cricket from a representative who
also visited them from Perth and visited the Space Museum.
Thanks very much to Miss Connell, Mr. Donnelly, Miss
Heejeong and Miss Kenny for their hard work and patience
during this busy swimming week.
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Love Anzac biscuits? Try them in slice form! This Anzac slice is
soft and chewy with the same signature buttery and caramel
flavour we've come to love from Anzac biscuits. It's super easy
to prepare with pantry staples like oats, flour and golden

syrup.

PREP TIME10 minutes
COOK TIME15 minutes
TOTAL TIME25 minutes

Ingredients

-1 cup Rolled Oats / Old-Fashioned Oats
-1 cup Plain / All Purpose Flour

-2/3 cup Brown Sugar

-2/3 cup Desiccated Coconut

-125g Butter

-1/4 cup Golden Syrup

ANZAC SLICE

Instructions

*1/2 tsp Bicarb Soda

1.Preheat- Preheat the oven to 180C / 350F (standard) OR 160C / 320F (fan-forced), and grease a standard slice

pan.
2.Mix the dry ingredients- Combine oats, flour, sugar and coconut in a mixing bowl.

3.Mix the wet ingredients- Place butter and golden syrup in a saucepan over medium heat. Stir for 2 minutes,
or until the butter has melted. Remove the saucepan from the heat. Mix bicarb with the 2 tbsp of warm water,

then add to the saucepan. The butter will appear frothy - this is good. No cause for alarm.

4.Mix the wet and dry ingredients together- Pour the wet ingredients into the mixing bowl and stir to combine.

Pour the mixture into the prepared slice pan and press down firmly.
5.Bake- Bake for 15 minutes or until golden. Leave in the pan to cool, then slice and serve.
Notes

‘Use a 28 x 18cm / 7" x 11" slice pan for this recipe. If you don't have one, a standard square cake pan will also

work.
‘If you can't find desiccated coconut or finely shredded coconut, you can substitute for shredded coconut.
-Store leftover slice in an airtight container for up to a week.

‘The slice can also be frozen.
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GASSY GOSSIP

Youth Group - Quiz Night

The challenge was set and seven eager Youth Group
members head to the CRC in early March to compete
to be the Youth Group Quiz Champion. Five rounds of
questions were played and Jannayah and Nate tied
for first place. Eli also won a prize for the most
creative answer and Juanita won the silence
challenge. Hot Dogs were enjoyed by all.Another fun
night.Youth Group is open to all Upper Gascoyne
residents aged 8 to 16. The activities are determined
by the members.

Easter Egg Hunt

On the Wednesday before Easter, the hunters of the Upper
Gascoyne met at the Two Rivers Memorial Park for an
Easter Egg Hunt. The hunters searched the park for tokens
to exchange for chocolate eggs. Up to the challenge, the
hunters completed their mission in 15 minutes. It was lovely
to see manners, teamwork and consideration of others all
at play. Thanks to the grown ups who ensured our hunters
participated safely. Thanks to Miss Cherie and Miss Ainsley
for the Shire in making a fun afternoon.

Tidy Town Bin

In winning the Waste Management State Title at the 2023 State Tidy Towns awards,
Gascoyne Junction was awarded a new rubbish bin as part of the achievement. You can
find this new bin at the Community Resource Centre. Thank you to Keep Australia
Beautiful WA and NatSales for this amazing addition to the Gascoyne Junction
Community Resource & Visitor Information Centre.



GASSY GOSSIP

Tidy Town Event

Join us for an unforgettable weekend celebrating community pride and sustainability at
the 2024 Keep Australia Beautiful National Tidy Town Awards Weekend, taking place from
Friday, 3 May to Monday, 6 May 2024, in Gascoyne Junction, WA!

Come together as we recognise the remarkable efforts of towns nationwide in preserving
the beauty of Australia and rally behind our state finalist - Pingelly!

Experience a weekend brimming with acknowledgment, exploration, and outback
hospitality! From stargazing sessions and outback station visits to inspiring project
displays and the awards ceremony gala, this event shines a light on the extraordinary
initiatives shaping resilient and sustainable communities.

Don't miss this chance to connect with like-minded individuals in the strength of
collective environmental action.

For further information and registration, visit:https://kab.org.au/tidy-towns Ticket sales
end 13 April.

Perth Caravan and Camping Show Ainsley and Cherie represented the Upper
Gascoyne hosting a stand at recent four day Caravan and Camping Show in Perth.
Over four days they chatted with over a thousand perspective visitors answering
guestions on where to stay and what the roads are like. It was lovely to have Miss
Wilson (now Mrs Fradelos) visit us on the Friday morning and share her love of the
Upper Gascoyne. The show provides a fantastic opportunity to introduce the Upper
Gascoyne to potential visitors, answer questions from those who are planning their
travels and help remove misconceptions they may have and to also received feedback
from past visitors. The cleanliness and customer service provided at both the Junction
and Mount Augustus Tourist Parks was commented on along with the great condition

of our roads. g™

24


https://kab.org.au/tidy-towns

25



26



27



28



29



30



31



ASSIFIEDS

TOADVERTISEPLEASECONTACTUS
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Are you looking for a place to get
your business, your event, or your
items for sale in front of the
residents of the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space

in the Gassy Gossip. Whether its for

one month or year round this is the
place to be seen.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH
A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60
A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Free advertising for community groups

and not for profit organisations.
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SMOKO TIME












ANZAC DAY- APRIL 25TH










Persistence +

Push through
Sven when it's hard
Resist the feeling to stop
Surprise yoursell
Investigate what vou can do
Stay on track
Though it seems hard keep Qoing
&xcellence can be found
Never stop moving forward
Complete the task on hand
Sxplore what vou can do
+

Hazel N\cTaggart
Yr 4
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