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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 28th February
Wednesday 27th March
Wednesday 24th April
Wednesday 22nd May
Thursday 26th June
Wednesday 24th July
Wednesday 28th August
Wednesday 18th September
Wednesday 23rd October
Wednesday 27th November
Thursday 12th December

Council meetings commence at

8:30am in the Shire Council
Chambers located at 4 Scott
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are
welcome to attend the council
meetings and participate in the

Public Question Time session

which is held at the beginning of

each Council Meeting.
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COUNCILNEWS

“very busy month in what was a short month given the timing
March's meeting and April's meeting with lots of political /
;sues coming to the forefront.

It was with a great deal of happiness that we welcomed back our
Manager of Works and Services, Jarrod Walker. We certainly missed
his expertise, humour and friendship. Unfortunately his transition
back into the workplace was not a gentle re-introduction but rather a
tsunami.

The entire staff have been transfixed with developing a draft budget
for this meeting whilst at the same time the interim Audit was being
undertaken, preparation of the monthly financial statements, monthly
accounts, Insurance renewal schedules, preparing for the Tidy Towns
function and other day-to day operational tasks.

Did I mention Tidy Towns! Ainsley and all staff members are doing a
tremendous amount of work in getting this event organised. This
includes air travel, bus travel, accommodation, meals, entertainment,
facility readiness, medical, sightseeing and a host of other activities.
All staff will be working over that weekend to assist and make sure
that this function goes off without a hitch.

My most sincere gratitude goes out to each and every staff member
for their contribution and dedication to our organisation with many
working long hours and over weekends in order to meet deadlines.
This level of contribution should never be an expectation as staff also
have lives to live outside of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne.

Work is scheduled for the CEO office renovation. Once the CEO Office
renovation is completed we will effectively have two new office spaces
that will cater for our new staffing arrangements.

The new House has arrived and has been placed on the lot behind
Ainsley’s home. This home, once completed, will enable the Shire to
go to the market and seek the services of a new Corporate Services
Team member.

Considerable time and effort is still being expended on “Heritage”
related issues. We seem to have hit a brick wall with the Landor
Re-alignment and also with the widening of the Carnarvon-Mullewa
Road adjacent the Pell's Crossing. We are in discussions with DPLH as
to how we can move these projects forward.

The Shire have been given permission to rate the Hastings Mine site
Accommodations facilities according to the GRV but because the
facilities are on an existing Miscellaneous License we cannot levy a
rate because Miscellaneous Licenses are exempt according to the
State Administrative Tribunal, this decision is being contested in the
Supreme Court.
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Manager of Works and Services Report

Firstly I would like to thank Council, my colleagues and friends for the support |
have received in the past few months. Thankfully | am back at work again
although | do have a few more trips to Perth for treatment to go. Thank you to
John for taking the reins while | was away and to and Sean and Billie for helping
also. It has been a hectic few weeks getting my head around the tsunami | have
reentered, however | am happy to report that the works crew are full bore and
still functioning.

Since my return we have been focused on preparing a draft budget for the
2024-25 financial year while ensuring we deliver this year’s projects on time and
within budget. John and | are also busy sorting out Aboriginal Heritage issues
with several projects including the Pells alignment, Landor realignment, Gascoyne
River Access and gravel pits compliance.

Town Crew:

Sean and his team are busy prepping for the Tidy Towns Awards. There is a heap
of work involved and | thank them for their additional efforts. Thankfully we have
had some decent rain to assist in greening the town. The new recycling facility
should be arriving in the next week along with the additional lighting at the
amphitheatre in time for the celebrations. We will engage Carnarvon Shire’s
street sweeper, commence fogging and install street banners prior to the event.

Contractors have arrived to install the various new sheds and patio’s for several
of the staff houses. They are also installing the Bush fire shed on the western
side of the depot.

The new staff house has arrived and is in place. Contractors are busy backfilling
the pad area and installing the finishing touches before commissioning can take
place. Sean is busy trying to lock in a supplier to complete landscaping and
gardens there and also in the newly acquired house on Hatch Street (Ex Quadrio
house). He is also sourcing quotes and contractors for the repairs to this house
in the next few weeks.

Works Crew:

The crew have just completed some resheeting on Bingegaroo Road and some
maintenance grading on Cobra Mount Augustus. They are currently completing
resheeting works on Cobra Mount Augustus as per our Regional Road Group
works program. We are concurrently completing resheeting and drainage works
on Landor Mt Augustus Road as per our Indigenous Access project for the 23-24
financial year. At this stage we are on track finish our works program mid to late
June.
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lan has graded sections of the C'von Mullewa, Pimbee, Carey and Gilroyd roads,
he is currently patch grading Pingandy and assisting the works crew with the
RRG project. He will concentrate on grading from the mount to Landor next
month. Ray Hoseason Smith has been filling in for us while Thomas is out of
action. Ray completed sections of Cobra Dairy Creek, C'von Mullewa and
Ullawarra. He will be grading the Kennedy Range access road, Eudamullah and
Ullawarra road in the next few weeks.

ABBL Contracting have replaced one of the Yinnetharra holding paddock grids
earlier this month along with multiple signs throughout the shire. They will
return in May to continue a sign replacement campaign and also replace the Mt
Augustus/Cobra boundary grid.

While | was on leave the Ashburton Shire received heavy rainfall and thus
access to some of their mine sites was closed. ABBRA mine requested
permission to access site via our roads including Woodlands road. The
additional traffic load caused damaged on that road of which ABBRA has since
repaired at their own cost and in a timely manner.

Unfortunately the same can’t be said for Hastings on Ullawarra Road. Hastings
have not repaired various blown out sections on Ullawarra road as per our
interim agreement to let them use the southern route. Road condition reports
were issued to them each month from August through to November last year
with repeated requests for them to remediate the issues. Due to the extremely
dry, hot summer and traffic they have worsened to a point that we need to
repair them ASAP before tourist season is in full swing. | am in the process of
preparing a cost estimate to give to Hastings. Our expectation is that Hastings
will fund the full cost of repairs although | believe the likelihood of this
occurring is very slim at best.

In a similar vein there has been substantial damage to a section of the Cobra
Dairy Creek road between Yinnetharra and the Delta mining camp. We have
notified Delta of our expectation for them to fund the repairs and | am meeting
with one of their representatives this week to discuss.

Sadly it seems the message is not getting through regarding restricting the
speed of heavy vehicles on our gravel roads. | received multiple complaints
from the public and witnessed several road trains ignoring the 70km/hr advice
on our gravel roads since my return. This coupled with extended dry conditions
is seriously impacting our roads and budget.
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Manager of Finance and Corporate Services

March has been a busy month for the team especially with the focus on the
preparation for the Tidy Towns Event in May and the adoption of the March 2024
Budget Review. This could not be achieved without the overall effort of the Finance
and Corporate team.

Next month starting April 15th our auditors will be onsite conducting the interim
audit for the 23/24 financial year. This comprises substantial testing of internal
controls surrounding payment processes, inclusive of creditors and payroll, rate
processes and end of month reconciliation procedures. In addition, as Council have
opted for a Differential Rate application to be prepared and lodged in relation
2024/25 financial year, we will be creating a draft budget within a period of 14
days, which requires adoption at the April 2024 ordinary council meeting, before
the application can proceed. This will be in addition to our daily tasks and the
onsite audit so the pressure will be on for the team to perform and | am sure that
they will rise to the occasion.

Community Resource Centre Update

This month saw the finalisation of the Memorandum of Understanding between
the Shire and WACHS in regards to the GP Clinic. Under the MOU a monthly GP
Clinic on the 1st Wednesday of each month and a nursing clinic on the 3rd
Wednesday month will continue as a free service for residents of the Shire of
Upper Gascoyne. Funding was also gained for a joint project submission with
Carnarvon Physiotherapy to undertake a free monthly physiotherapy clinic in
Gascoyne Junction in conjunction with the nursing clinics starting in May. This
program will also develop to provide rehabiitation programs utilising the
community gym.

The clinics continue to be well patronised. The April clinic offered child
immunisations with a flu vaccine being made available at the May clinic.

Initial discussions have begun to host a Mining Symposium in Gascoyne Junction
on September 5th. The Gascoyne Development Commission are supporting this
initiative and | am working with them to deliver this event. On May 22nd | will be
attending a Primary Industry Symposium hosted by the Shire of Carnarvon. Whilst
in Carnarvon | will also attend the Gascoyne Sport and Recreation Forum with
Community Development Officers from our neighboring Gascoyne Shires.
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The Tidy Town event is getting closer with 39 delegates attending from the 5 State
Winning Towns. A full compliment of activities and events have been planned from
May 3 to 6 to entertain and host our guests. The plane arrives into Carnarvon at
lunchtime Friday with delegates leaving on the Monday lunchtime flight. A
glamping village is being set up on the grassed sites at the Junction Pub & Tourist
Park. All accommodation is full and we are having to creatively utilise some empty
homes in Gascoyne Junction to host the overflow. Catering has been arranged for
the duration of the weekend and the Army Band will be performing on Friday and
Saturday nights.

We continue to spearhead the Thursday night social tennis which is a popular
weekly event for kids young and old - a thanks Cherie and Billie for spearheading
this initiative. A quiz night was held for Youth Group at the start of March before an
Easter Egg Hunt for kids of all ages in the week of Easter.

Tourism

+ Astrotourism #gazingthegascoyne collaboration project with GDC and Gascoyne
Shires to create a regional brand and marketing collateral and drive trails through
the Gascoyne

* Met with Digital Marketing Team in Perth about future directions and updates to
our website

+ Attended the Caravan and Camping Show for four days. Whilst numbers were
down on last year in attendance we engaged with a similar number of patrons to
the event. They are at different stages of the tourism buying cycle.

* Astrotourism Training in Gascoyne Junction - with funding support from Tourism
WA training is proposed for Tuesday May 28. This will involve theory during the day
with practical applications in the evening

* Hot Springs Concept Design Plan - finalising an agreement with Tourism WA for
funding of producing a Concept Design Plan for a Hot Springs project with the
bore.

* Upper Gascoyne Tourism Accommodation Capability Project - funding agreement
finalised and DTM appointed as the mentors for the project. Seven projects across
the Upper Gascoyne have been identified. Site visits have occurred with Tourism
WA in March and onsite visits from DTM the week of April 8. Participants will be
involved in the project through the end of September.
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Craft Group - Bag workshop

The weekend was attended by 6 of us taking up the challenge of making an
overnight bag utilising Junction Craft Group 'Outback Wife' fabric.

New skills by new and returning members were achieved during the weekend,
with Wendy (Dairy Creek) Linda (Carnarvon) completing their bags with the
remainder of the group underway.

We have ladies who were unable to attend the weekend due to work
commitments so further photos will be posted.

We thank the Shire of Upper Gascoyne for their continued support of Junction
Craft Group.
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THISSEGMENTOF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS ANDEVENTSINTHE
UPPERGASCOYNE.

LOCAL HISTORY: We would love to hear stories from

any locals who have stories about the Upper
Gascoyne

14



CALLING ALL LOCALCELEBRITIES...

The CRC is on the look out for our next
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to
nat to know voulil

SAY G'DAY TOeee

Full name: Abbie Jayde Connell

Nickname: Abbz

Place of birth: Kalamunda

Where did you grow up? Chidlow

Favourite food? Ice-Cream

Favourite animal? Cows ( and my dog Cooper!)

Favourite Song? There are so many | cant pick

Footy team: | don't follow AFL, NRL team is the Dolphins!

What is on your bucket list? Bungee Jumping

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne? To work at GJRCS

How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne? 4 months. 3 years in Carnarvon
What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne? The people, they are so friendly

What services or events would you like to see in the Upper Gascoyne? Markets to go
along with major events in town and Chiro visits

SO I youie lnerestied i siidrirg 1more doout youisell, ke youl 1dvourlite 1004, wilicii 100y
team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your
answers to the questions below!
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This easy chicken traybake is perfect for a midweek
dinner. Chicken pieces and colourful sweet potatoes,
red onions and broccoli are simply roasted with herbs,
paprika and lemon. Adding stock ensures everything is
beautifully tender and there’s a little gravy left in the

bottom to serve.

Sweet potato and chicken traybake

Method

1.Preheat the oven to gas 6, 200°C, fan 180°C. Add the
sweet potatoes, onions and garlic to a large roasting tray
and sprinkle over the dried herbs. Season and drizzle
over 1 tbsp of the oil, then toss everything together.
Spread the veg out in an even layer and roast for 15
mins.

2.Remove the tray from the oven and give the veg a good
mix. Add the chicken pieces and drizzle with the
remaining % tbsp oil. Squeeze over the lemon juice and
sprinkle with the paprika. Return to the oven for 15
mins.Add the broccoli to the tray and pour over most of
the chicken stock, then roast for a final 15-20 mins
(topping up with a little more stock if it starts to look too
dry) until the chicken is cooked through and the veg is
completely tender. Squeeze the garlic cloves from their
skins and serve with lemon wedges.

Ingredients

-500g sweet potatoes, peeled and cut

into 2cm chunks

-2 red onions, cut into wedges
-8 garlic cloves, unpeeled

-2 tsp dried thyme

-1 tsp dried rosemary

1% tbsp olive oil

-6 skinless chicken thigh fillets, each
cutin half

-2 lemons, 1 juiced and 1 cutinto

wedges to serve
-1 tsp smoked paprika
-350g broccoli, broken into florets

-150ml chicken stock

-Serves 4

10 mins to prepare and 50 mins to
cook
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MAY
Dylan Hoseason-Smith
Kevan 'Pronto" Brand
Betty Fletcher
Barney McTaggart

Blanche Walker
Hamish McTaggart
Darcy McKeough

Carl Julian
Dameon Whitby
Jarrod Walker

Jamie Podmore

10
19
19
20
28

Brooke Podmore
Heejong Hwang
Cherie Walker
Sean Walker
Alex Ball

23



GASSY GOSSIP

TINY TOURISM TOWN

Gascoyne Junction has been announced as a finalist for the second year running as a Tiny
Tourism Town in the 2024 7News Top Tourism Town Awards. Being a finalist demonstrates
that we are meeting and exceeding industry standards in attracting visitors to take a
#wanderoutback in the Upper Gascoyne and that our tourism businesses are delivering
visitor experiences at a high standard. So get behind Team Junction and vote using the
following link and you will also be in the draw to win your dream WA holiday.

https://rebrand.ly/Top-Tourism-Town-2024

Voting closes at 5pm on Wednesday May 22.

ANZAC DAY

Our annual ANZAC Day Service was again well attended with 75 people paying their
respects. Once again Tash from the 10thWestern Australia Lighthorse Organisation travelled
to Gascoyne Junction to lead the march down Gregory Street. Lt Shane Alymore, Member
for North West Central Merome Beard, Shire President Cr Jim Caunt, Cr Blanche Walker and
school leaders Scarlet and Juanita from the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School
all spoke during the service. Light refreshments were served after the service at the
Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist Park with many staying to enjoy the traditional
Collingwood v Essendon ANZAC Day game. Thank you to those who donated to the 10th
Western Australian Lighthorse, they were grateful to the generosity of the Upper Gascoyne.

Keep 4

Austealia

2024 NATIONAL TIDY TOWN AWARDS g -Zri wsmml.l.lwnwms

On Saturday May 4, Gascoyne Junction handed on the title
National Tidy Towns Award holder to Beechworth in Victoria. 41 delegateSJomed usin
Gascoyne Junction from Friday May 3 through to Monday May 6 from the NT, TAS, NSW, VIC
and Pingelly WA. The Welcome Gala on Friday night was attended by 70.
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The team from Geraldton Party Hire set the scene with a marquee at the Two Rivers
Memorial Park providing guests with the perfect viewing space to watch the performance
provided by the Australian Army Corps Band who travelled from Perth to help celebrate.
The Army Band had visited Gascoyne Junction in the aftermath of the 2010 flood to boost
morale and help with reconstruction works. An Outback BBQ was served by Carey Downs
Catering as delegates and locals mingled under perfect night skies. Matt and Nadia from
Perth Observatory were also on hand with telescopes showcasing our clear dark night
skies.

Saturday saw delegates attend a morning of presentations showcasing the projects of the
state finalists in the Pavilion. The afternoon saw Shire President Cr Caunt, Cr Walker, Cr
Windie, Cr Hoseason-Smith and Cr McKeough take delegates on a walking tour of
Gascoyne Junction highlighting projects that saw Gascoyne Junction take out the 2023
title. This tour was followed by a visit to the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community
School who showcased their Stories of the Gascoyne project along with other projects
that contributed to our Tidy Towns success such as the Containers for Change Bins, Pink
Stumps Day, the RFDS Ball and the Upper Gascoyne annual Remembrance Day Service.As
the sunset, delegates attended an Awards Dinner in the restaurant of the Gascoyne
Junction Pub & Tourist Park. Chef Omo, Di and the team created a three course dining
experiences that left guests delighted.Afterwards, the Army Band kicked off to celebrate
the new 2024 Title Holders performing in the Beer Garden until the clock struck midnight.
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On Sunday with a few strong coffees, it was off to Kennedy Range with a tour from
Wooramulla Eco Cultural Journeys for the morning before an afternoon spent with
Deputy Shire President Cr McTaggart at Bidgemia learning about life on an outback
pastoral station. A Sunday session at the pub followed with live music from Dylan
Hutchins and the pubs traditional Sunday Roast on the menu. A bus load of very happy
delegates headed back to Carnarvon to commence their travels home on Monday
morning, grateful to have experienced Upper Gascoyne hospitality.

Thank you to all who helped make this possible. To Horizon Power and Keep Australia
Beautiful WA for their sponsorship. To Cheeki's and Carey Downs Catering for the
amazing food. Di, Kenny, Omo, Tori, Erica, Melissa, Rebecca and Paige at the Gascoyne
Junction Pub & Tourist Park for accommodating our guests and hosting the Glamping
Village, for breakfast and the amazing Awards Dinner - it was appreciated, the
McTaggart Family for opening your home. To Sam for bringing out the pallets, Jane for
helping to round up volunteers, to the busy bee crew from Kennedy Range Campdraft
and the Junction Races along with Jackie, Blanche, John, Andrea and Paige, Jackie and
the school community for hosting guests on Saturday and to our councilors for the
walking tours. Blanche for assisting at Kennedy Range, Clint and Kenny for preparing
pallets and houses for additional guests, to WaterCorp for the water fountains, Raw
Creative for the amazing signs and artwork, Perth Observatory, Dylan Hutchins, the
Australian Army Corps Band, Geraldton Party Hire, BusWest Carnarvon for moving our
guests to and fro and finally last but not least, the staff of the Shire for the hours of
planning and the hardwork in the lead up to, during and after the event.

This event was a shining example of our community and the pride we have for it, it is
the heart of why we were awarded the title and we have demonstrated it in spades this
weekend.If | have forgotten someone, it is my tiredness and no direct reflection on your
input. Together we do amazing things, well done Upper Gascoyne.

Ainsley
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ABC PILBARA RADIO LIVE FROM GASCOYNE
JUNCTION

Kelly Gudgeon ABC Pilbara Breakfast Show host joined the weekend festivities in
Gascoyne Junciton and acted as MC for the Tidy Towns Awards Dinner. From 6.30am
Kelly broadcast the breakfast show live from Gascoyne Junction. Throughout the
morning Kelly interviewed Jackie and Jannayah from Gascoyne Junction Remote
Community School. Olivia Lynch from Keep Australia Beautiful, Ainsley the TCDO at
the Shire of Upper Gascoyne, Julia the governess at Bidgemia Station and Billie &
Cherie from the Junction netball team. Visit ABC Pilbara to listen to the replay of
Monday May 6 Breakfast.
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TOADVERTISEPLEASECONTACTUS
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Are you looking for a place to get
your business, your event, or your
items for sale in front of the
residents of the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space

in the Gassy Gossip. Whether its for

one month or year round this is the
place to be seen.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH
A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60
A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Free advertising for community groups

and not for profit organisations.
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SMOKO TIME

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

You see a boat filled with
people, yet there isn't a
single person on board.

How is that possible?

dIRRAVIN 3V ddvOo4d
NO 37d03d FHL 11V















HAVE A GO AT SOME FUN RIDDLES

10V1d ANOD3S 1HDYIN 1V d3371S

What has 13 hearts,
but no lungs or stomach?

13403s v SAQYVvI 40 Md3a v

The person who makes it has no
need of it, and neither does the
person who buys it.

But the person who uses it can
neither see nor feel it.

What is it? v

NId400 V 1VvD SSITHIVH V SVM 1]
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