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COUNCIL NEWS
Ordinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 28th February

Wednesday 27th March 

Wednesday  24th April 

Wednesday 22nd May 

Thursday 26th June 

Wednesday 24th July

Wednesday 28th August

Wednesday 18th September

Wednesday 23rd October

Wednesday 27th November

Thursday 12th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott 
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session 
which is held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t  

This has been quite a short month in respect to getting work on the 
ground as we have been extremely busy with the Australian Tidy Towns 
Awards. The planning that went into this event has been immense with 
a multitude of moving parts taking hundreds of man hours to ensure all 
of the pieces came together over the four days. I am pleased to advise 
that this event has now become the bench mark for all other hosting 
Towns with the Tidy Towns executive blown away with our efforts. All of 
our staff, volunteers, contractors and community members are to be 
congratulated on their hard work that made this event such a seamless 
and welcoming experience.

We now have on my desk the Financial Management Review and 
Regulation 17 draft reviews. We need to analysis this report and make 
comments as to various issues raised. We should be in position to 
present this Council at the June OMC.

I have reviewed the State Budget and overall there is not much in it for 
Local Government. We will see an increase in RRG funding due to the 
State receiving more revenue from Car Registrations and not an 
increase in the percentage. The Emergency Services Levy that the Shire 
collect on behalf of Government will increase 5% without any material 
expenditure in the Emergency Services area. Both Water and Power will 
increase approximately 2.5%. At the time of writing this report I am still 
waiting for the Federal Budget to be released. I am not expecting any 
major announcements. It will be interesting to see if R2R program gets 
an increase given that the LRCI program has been axed.

I can report that the results from my recent PET scan were once again 
all clear. The Oncologist advises if the next PET scan scheduled for 
November is clear I will be discharged, effectively meaning that I am 
cured. Once again I thank Council and Staff for their continued support.

Unfortunately I have to advise that Ian Golding has resigned after four 
years of service. Ian has been a great asset to the Shire and we wish him 
well in his future endeavors. We will go to the market and see if we can 
find a replacement, but given the current climate this will be difficult.

I have sent out a letter to all our Pastoral Property owners advising 
them of Council?s intent to change the rating methodology seeking their 
comments.

Sean went to Shark Bay and met up with guys from Water Corp to find 
out more about the water treatment plants. It is recommended that we 
stay with a Reverse Osmosis Plant rather that the other alternative as 
the RO plants are easier to maintain and not so specialized.
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 Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

 Thank you to all of the staff, community members and Councillors that helped 
make the Tidy Towns Awards such a great success. A special shout out to Ainsley, 
Cherie and Billie for the massive effort they put in during the week leading up to 
the event, during the event and afterwards. I think it?s fair to say that we pulled off 
a great event, gone above and beyond and are all glad it is over.

Much of the town crew?s efforts during May were focussed on preparing for the 
Tidy Towns awards. Sean has been busy working on the town water project 
including a trip to Denham to see firsthand how the RO plant operates and get an 
understanding of the true operational involvement required.

Repair work has begun on the newly acquired house on Hatch Street to bring it 
up to standard and add to the staff housing portfolio. The new 3x2 house also on 
Hatch Street is receiving new paths, driveway and verandas over the next few 
weeks also. We are currently working on procuring a contractor to complete the 
landscaping and garden works for both.

Parts of the shire office will be out of action this week as we remove the 
remaining asbestos and divide the CEO office in two. This will provide a new office 
for the works admin role.

We are working closely with Hastings to address the damaged sections of road on 
Ullawarra Road. We are hoping Hastings will provide the necessary funds to 
complete the repairs as we believe the damage is a direct result of them 
accessing Yangibana with heavy vehicles and not taking appropriate action back 
in August to repair the issue then. I will also be working with Delta on a similar 
issue on a small section of Cobra Dairy Creek road.

Our maintenance graders have been making the most of the wetter weather on 
Ullawarra and Landor Mount Augustus road. Ray Hoseason has jumped in 
Thomas? grader while he is off work to assist us. He will join Ian on Landor Mount 
Augustus road heading south after completing Lyndon Minnie Creek roads and 
patch grading across to the mount. The works crew have completed our final RRG 
project on Cobra Mount Augustus. This included resheeting several worn sections 
and replacing the Mt Augustus/Cobra boundary grid. The crew will now move 
onto reheating work on the Landor Mt Augustus road which round out all of our 
projects for 2023/24 financial year.

Sadly, Ian Golding has tendered his resignation and taken employment in his 
home town Geraldton. Ian indicated his intentions to resign last year but to his 
credit has stayed on while both Thomas Fletcher and I have been out of action. 
This shows his dedication to the shire and region. Ian has been an extremely 
loyal, professional and versatile employee of the Upper Gascoyne Shire. He will be 
sorely missed and I wish him and Christine all of the best in the future.
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Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

It has been an extremely busy month as, not only have we been hands on with 
Tidy Towns lead up and hosting the event, we still have had to keep the office 
operating. Thanks to the teams efforts they have met this challenge though 
some are feeling somewhat jaded as it has been a massive effort.

Tidy Towns Awards was a wonderful success resulting in the fruition of many 
months of planning by our Tourism and Community Development Officer Ainsley 
and the hands on team effort provided by staff, councillors and volunteers. It is 
fair to say that without their support the event would not have been the success 
it was and all should be fully commended for their efforts.

During May the team will be focusing on finalising the interim audit, reviewing 
insurance schedules and policies for 2024/2025, providing feedback commentary 
on the Regulation 17 and Financial Services Management Review which is due to 
be presented to council in the near future.

So all in all, even though we are back to the norm, our small team still packs a 
punch and keeps the cogs oiled and working efficiently and efficiently.

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

April always seems short especially when you add in the public holidays of 
ANZAC Day and Easter. At the CRC we have crammed in a lot to these four weeks 
with events, reorganising and preparing. Easter saw the start of visitor season 
and we have been welcoming international, interstate and intrastate visitors to 
the centre and region .Fly nets have been the accessory desired most. Welcome 
rain fell at the start of the month but it was pleasing to see less phone calls 
about road conditions due to being more aware of the online road report. This 
rain saw the postponement of planned pastoralist sundowner events and our 
youth group activities. With preparations underway for Tidy Towns the relaunch 
of walking tours this season has been delayed.

ANZAC Day saw 74 people attend the service which again started with a march 
down Gregory Street with the 10th Western Australian Lighthorse Organisation 
and the Carnarvon Horseman?s Club. Thank you to Shire President Cr Caunt and 
Cr Walker for contributing to the service.
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Brooke has been making herself at home in the CRC and has moved around some 
furniture making the space feel light and bright. We have more plans to better use 
this community and working space moving forward. Our library system will 
become fully automated in May moving away from the previous spreadsheet 
version. This has been quite the process but we are happy to launch this program.

May 15 will see the start of monthly physiotherapy clinics in Gascoyne Junction in 
conjunction with the monthly nursing visit. Thanks to funding through WACHS this 
will also be a free service for residents of the Upper Gascoyne. Our GP Clinics 
continue to be well patronised. A flu vaccine clinic was held with the May clinic with 
over 20 community members immunised. Shire staff have still assisted with five 
RFDS call outs during April for community members.

The Upper Gascoyne Tourism Capability Program is underway with DTM visiting the 
Upper Gascoyne in early April for onsite visits. Over the five days we were able to 
visit all participating stations. This mentoring will continue until the end of 
September.

Gascoyne Junction has again been recognised as a finalist in the 7News Perth 
Tourism Towns Awards. With a portion of the final result contributed to by public 
vote we will struggle to take out this tit le, however the industry benchmarks that 
need to be responded to and the standard required to become a finalists is a 
testament to the work that the Shire is undertaking, and the service provided by 
our tourism stakeholders. Being a finalist is an accolade in itself. Winners will be 
announced at the Tourism WA conference being held in Mandurah in June.

The National Tidy Towns Awards are done and dusted, and what an incredible 
effort by my colleagues at the Shire, but also our extended community. To the 
volunteers from our community groups that assisted with busy bees and at events, 
to the team at the Junction Pub for taking on additional guests and catering, Carey 
Downs Catering, Councillors for walking tours, the McTaggarts for a station visit, 
this event really took a village or our Shire community. The success of this event is 
a testament to why we were awarded the National Title to start with. The feedback 
from guests has been so positive and the program that we offered is to be used as 
a guideline for future National Tidy Town Awards. Well done to all.
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and event s in t he 

upper  gascoyne. 
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  cel ebr it ies...
The CRC is on the look out for our next 

SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to 
get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 
team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

SAY G'DAY TO...

Full nam e: Peter Cullen

Nicknam e:  Chopper

Place of  bir t h: Tumut NSW

Where did you grow  up? Tumut, Snowy Mountains, NSW 

Favour it e food? Battered fish n chips & anything Jenni cooks. 

Favour it e anim al? Tiger

Foot y t eam : West Tigers 

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne? Return to National Parks opportunity. 

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne? 1 month

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne? Gascoyne River System, close friends, 
birds, sunsets, night sky, 

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Music, bands 
evening/ afternoons on the Gascoyne Junction Green 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH
 

 

THE BOWERBIRD- JULIA DONALDSON

The Bowerbird is the irresistible  tale of Bert - a small bird with a 
very big heart, from Number One bestselling Julia Donaldson 
and Kate Greenaway Medal-winning Catherine Rayner.

Bert the bowerbird is looking for love. He has made the most 
perfect bower, complete with a pretty purple flower, and is 
hoping it will help him to meet the bird of his dreams. But when 
Nanette comes along, she is far from impressed. Poor Bert is 
hurt, and flies off to bring her presents a-plenty. But will it ever 
be enough, and is Nanette really right for Bert

TOFFLE TOWERS ORDER IN THE COURT- TIM HARRIS 

Join Chegwin Toffle for more fun and frolics as Toffle Towers gets 
snowed in. Amid the snowball fights, things start to go wrong 
when guests? precious belongings go missing and Brontessa 
Braxton launches yet another assault to take over the hotel. Will 
Chegwin catch the culprit? Will he be able to beat Brontessa in 
court to save his beloved hotel and staff? And will he ever find 

the missing room 50 and the hotel?s mystery guest? 

MY FAVOURITE MISTAKE- MARIAN KEYES

Anna has a life to envy. An apartment in New York. A well-meaning 
(too well-meaning?) partner. And a high-flying job in beauty PR.
Who wouldn?t want all that? Anna ? it turns out.

Turning a minor mid-life crisis into a major life event she bins the lot, 
heads back to Ireland, and gets a PR job for a super-high-end coastal 
retreat.
Tougher than it sounds. Newsflash: the locals hate it.
So much so, there have been threats ? and violence.

Anna, however, worked in the beauty industry.
There?s no ugliness she hasn?t seen. No wrinkle she can?t smooth 
over. Anna?s got this.

Until she discovers that leaving New York doesn?t mean escaping her 
mistakes.
Once upon a time she'd had a best friend.
Once upon a time she'd loved a man.
Now she has neither.
And now she has to face them .



16



17



18



19



20



21

Slow  Cooker  Yellow  Beef  

A sim ple, sweet , m ild cur ry m ade w it h beef , but  could 
just  as easily be m ade w it h ot her  m eat , seafood or  even 
veget ar ian.

·Serves 6

        Ingredient s
- 500 g beef casserole diced

- 4 potatoes diced

- 1 onion diced

- 1 red capsicum diced

- 400 ml coconut cream

- 1/ 2 cup Beef Style Liquid 

Stock

- 1 tbs ginger crushed

- 3 tbs yellow Thai curry paste

- 3 tsp garlic crushed

- 1 tbs fish sauce

- 2 tbs brown sugar

- 1 tbs cornflour

- 1 tbs lemon juice

Met hod
1. In the slow cooker combine beef, potatoes, 
onion, capsicum, coconut cream, stock, ginger, 
curry paste, garlic, fish sauce and brown sugar.

2. Cook on slow for 8 hours.

3. Mix cornflour with juice from the curry into a 
paste and add to the curry.

4. Cook on high for a further 30 minutes with the 
lid off to allow the sauce to thicken.

5. Stir in lemon juice and serve with boiled rice.
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JULY

4 Blanche Walker

7 Hamish McTaggart

13 Darcy McKeough

14 Carl Julian

17 Dameon Whitby

24 Jarrod Walker

27 Jamie Podmore

AUGUST

1 Alys McKeough

6 Harper Podmore

18 Spags Burnett

18 Harry McKeough

JUNE

10 Brooke Podmore

19 Heejong Hwang

19 Cherie Walker

20 Sean Walker

28 Alex Ball

Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 
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Yout h Group- Bake Anzac Biscuit s

Youth group this month ended up being a girls afternoon of baking Anzac Biscuits and 
doing Jigsaws. Miss Connell came and joined in on the fun and Juanita and Sophie showed 
off their baking skills making some delicious Biscuits. The next youth group is on 25 June 
and the members chose Cake Decorating as this months activity.

Youth Group is open to all Upper Gascoyne residents aged 8 to 16. 

 Social Tennis

Social Tennis is still going strong especially now that weather has cooled down. 

Last week saw the a few new faces which was nice. The  Minnie Creek crew stopped in for a 
game with baby Poppy as their Cheerleader, Abbie ventured down to see what the hype is 
all about and even Jarrod and Davo stopped by.

If you would like to become a part of Junction Tennis head down to the tennis court every 
Thursday from 6pm 
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups

 and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get 
your business, your event, or your 

items for sale in front of the 
residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space 
in the Gassy Gossip.  Whether its for 
one month or year round this is the 

place to be seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

      I AM A TREE

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

Riddle: I reach for the sky, but clutch to 
the ground; sometimes I leave, but
 I am always around. What am I?
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KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

RIDDLE: What  do you have t o 
break  before you can use it ?

AN EGG
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