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COUNCIL NEWS
Ordinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 28th February

Wednesday 27th March 

Wednesday  24th April 

Wednesday 22nd May 

Thursday 26th June 

Wednesday 24th July

Wednesday 28th August

Wednesday 18th September

Wednesday 23rd October

Wednesday 27th November

Thursday 12th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott 
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session 
which is held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t  

This month has been a rather disjointed affair necessitating movement 
and relocation across multiple spaces in order to stay connected to our 
server whilst the office renovations have been taking place.

I have largely concentrated on reviewing the Regulation 17 and Financial 
Management Review recommendations contained within and have 
been systematically addressing these. You will see going forward there 
will be a greater emphasis on ?risk? and new policies and procedures to 
give these recommendations effect.

The Town Planning Amendment for the commercial land is still 
progressing, albeit at glacier pace. The sub-division for the new house is 
nearing completion and this will enable Horizon Power to connect to 
the new home.

The new Council Chamber board room table has been installed we are 
currently working out how to reconnect the computer and audio 
equipment using the internal cable trays supplied which mitigates 
OH&S concerns raised as there are no longer a multitude of leads 
running all over the floor. It is hoped that this will be done before this 
meeting, however, if not we will revert back to paper for this meeting.

I was scheduled to undertake a road inspection with Kevin Pethick from 
Main Roads showing Kevin works undertaken to date on the Carnarvon 
to Meekatharra Road and works scheduled for 24/25 & 25/26, 
unfortunately I had to cancel the trip due to the rain.

We have received notification from the Department of Local 
Government that they have approved our application for differential 
rates. We now know the income from Roads to Recovery, Regional 
Roads, and Rates, however, we are still waiting for confirmation of the 
Financial Assistance Grant and Local Roads, Community Infrastructure 
Grant.

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

 St af f  Housing:

Modula have almost completed installing the new 3x2 home on Hatch 
Street. Driveway?s and veranda slabs are in place and await the patio 
and carport structures. The newly acquired 3x1 on Hatch Street is also 
undergoing renovations and is expected to be complete by the end of 
July. Once both house are done we will complete the gardens and 
landscaping.
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Off ice renovat ions:

The main admin building has undergone another transformation. We have 
divided the old CEO into two separate offices and removed the remaining 
asbestos walls in the hall way. The new offices will cater for the Works Admin and 
a temporary CEO office which will be used by the new finance person once the 
new CEO?s office is constructed sometime in the next financial year.

Maint enance grading:

Ray Hoseason Smith has been filling in for Thomas Fletcher while he is off work. 
Ray assisted Ian Golding in completing from Mount Augustus to Landor. 
Unfortunately Ian has left the Shire and returned to Geraldton. At the time of 
writing we are advertising to replace Ian. We have also advertised to fill the 
MC/All-rounder position and are currently shortlisting applicants.

Const ruct ion:

The crew have returned from a swing off on annual leave and will complete the 
remaining resheeting on Landor Mount Augustus road before the end of the 
financial year. The gravel in both pits has proved to be extremely good quality and 
provided a much improve running surface. With the added off-road drainage this 
section of road should have greater all weather access. This concludes our road 
projects for the 23-24 financial year. While we await the new budget adoption we 
will focus on road maintenance throughout the shire.

We engaged Onward Drilling to drill and construct a couple of bores on the C?von 
Mullewa road. Onward were working in the area and we seized the opportunity 
with good results. We now have a new bore producing good quality fresh water 
3km?s east of Dairy Creek and another lower yielding bore near the Coordewandy 
Creek further south. Onward also redrilled the failing bore at the Congo Creek 
and airlifted another bore near the Glenburgh homestead.

We will begin tendering for the Carnarvon Mullewa seal upgrade works this 
month. Unfortunately recent gravel samples from existing and proposed pit 
locations have been subpar and not conducive to meeting MRWA standards for 
base course. We have sampled alternative locations and await results.In the event 
the latest results are also not compliant, we will need to investigate different 
methodologies including cement stabilisation or concentrate on a different 
section.
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Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

We have now entered the final month of the financial year and our team will be 
focusing on getting final accounts for the year processed, completing the 
2024/2025 Budget and the Regulation 17 and Financial Management Review 
managerial responses in readiness for adoption by Council. During May 2024 we 
prepared a draft budget, which was adopted by council, required to support the 
Application for Differential Rates to the Department of Local Government, Sport 
and Cultural Industries, which was subsequently lodged and approved. 
Furthermore the Local Road and Community Infrastructure (LRCI) grant 
submission was lodged and subsequently approved for the Reverse Osmosis 
Water Treatment Plant and additional road works to commence construction in 
the 2024/25 financial year. Finally our insurance reviews and policies will be 
complete ensuring our coverage for the 2024/25 financial year.

All in all it has been another busy month in which the team has ensured the 
continuation of services to the community.

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

May continued to see a steady stream of visitors both domestic and international 
through the Community Resource and Visitor Information Centre. Our library 
system has now been activated with all borrowings using Athenaeum. The CRC 
has continued with Social Tennis on Thursday afternoons and in May the Youth 
Group baked ANZAC biscuits which were enjoyed. Billie and Cherie have been 
planning a Bush Ball for July 20 and have launched ticket sales for this event. The 
ball will be a fundraiser for the Cancer Council in memory of Don and all Upper 
Gascoyne residents affected by cancer and will be held in place of our normal 
Biggest Morning Tea event.

Tickets have also gone on sale for the Gascoyne Food Festival events for 2024. 
Two events are being held in the Upper Gascoyne ? Flavours of the Gascoyne at 
the Junction Pub & Tourist Park on August 24 and the Biggest BBQ at Mount 
Augustus on August 31.

In May I have attended the Australia?s Golden Outback Board Meeting online and 
the s19 Gascoyne Local Advisory Group for WACHS. I also had a 1:1 meeting with 
the CEO of the Tourism Council of WA to discuss the tourism needs of our region 
and to learn about new resources available to us. I continue to work 
collaboratively with our neighbouring Gascoyne shires in developing our Dark 
Sky Tourism footprint as a region.
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 Our Astrotourism signs are enroute to be installed. In partnership with Tourism 
WA the Shire hosted an Astrotourism stargazing training session in Gascoyne 
Junction with participants travelling to attend alongside Shire staff and local 
stakeholders.

Training was conducting in how to present a night sky tour using lasers and most 
importantly training on how to setup and use the Shire telescope.This event was co 
funded by Tourism WA.

I attended a Primary Industry Forum hosted by the Shire of Carnarvon where 
discussion was held around collaborating as a region to establish a hub in our 
region and how to develop infrastructure to benefit growers and producers across 
the Gascoyne. This is the first step in working with the GDC and Gascoyne Food 
Council to work together. Whilst in Carnarvon I also visited GDC to continue 
working on the Upper Gascoyne Connect Mining Symposium to be held on 
September 4.

Finally I have just returned from the Western Australia Tourism Conference where I 
attended 2.5 days of sessions. The winners of the Tiny Tourism Town nominations 
were announced with Kalbarri being the Top Tiny Town followed by Dwellingup and 
Coral Bay. To be a finalist is a credit to Gascoyne Junction and we will continue to 
hold ourselves to the criteria of this award as part of our strategy and growth.
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and event s in t he 

upper  gascoyne. 
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  cel ebr it ies...
The CRC is on the look out for our next 

SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to 
get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 
team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

SAY G'DAY TO...

Full nam e: Jennifer Cullen

Nicknam e:  Jenni

Place of  bir t h: Croyden, VIC

Where did you grow  up? Adaminaby (home of the big trout) , Snowy Mountains, NSW 

Favour it e food? Avacado, prawns, oysters, dragon fruit, crispy grapes, homemade pizza, 
home grown veggies. diner cooked by Omo 

Favour it e anim al? Corrobboree Frog

Foot y t eam : Collingwood 

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne? Return to National Parks opportunity. 

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne? 2 months

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne? Gascoyne River, birds, trees, insects,  
sunrises, night sky, 

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Seasonal 
Ranger Program School Holidays July & September, Kennedy Range.
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

 
 

GREY-  LAURA DOCKRILL & LAUREN CHILD

Beautifully crafted compositions together with simple die-cut 
design, reveal the story of a child who feels as though all their 
colours have disappeared. Despite the joyful orange balloon, 
the huge yellow sun and the bright green trees, the child still 
feels grey. That is until a reassuring hand reaches out and 
shares words of kindness. Soon the child begins to see the 
warmth of colour again, and understands that their colours will 
always be there and that they will always be loved, whether 
they feel grey or sunshine yellow. Laura and Lauren have 
created a beautiful book full of empathy and understanding 
that will provide comfort and hope to readers of all ages.

THE BEDTIME BOOK OF MAGICAL CREATURES- 

STEPHEN KRENSKY 

This is the must-have bedtime book about the world's most 
fantastical creatures from around the world. Turn each page to 
find out more about the amazing variety of magical creatures - 

from fairies and mermaids to dragons and unicorns.

The book showcases beings from land, water, and air, in three 

comprehensive chapters.

DEAD MOUNTAIN- PRESTON & CHILD

In Colorado near the Cheyenne Mountains, a team of topflight 
engineers venture on an ambitious cross country ski trip, using 
their newly invented outdoor equipment. The strapping group 
of young people are having the adventure of their lives ? 
skiing, laughing, playing in the snow, and mugging for the 
camera. But when the gang was expected to arrive back from 
their trip ? no one ever returned.Nora's excavation skills and 
Corrie's investigative talents are put to the test as they try to 
uncover what happened to the promising skiers on this cold 
and isolating mountain. But as more speculations and theories 
come to light, they fear this may be the hardest case to crack 
yet.

.
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Hear t y chicken and veget able soup

This is the chicken and vegetable soup recipe you need. 

While all soups offer a certain level of comfort, chicken and 
vegetable soup takes this to a new level. Chicken and 
vegetable soup is not just for the colder months. This soup 
can be eaten all year round, whenever the body or soul  
needs a pick-me-up.

Prep

20m

Cook

1h 15m ·

Serves 6

        Ingredient s
- 2 tbsp olive oil

- 1 leek, halved, washed, thinly 

sliced

- 2 garlic cloves, crushed

- 1 large carrot, peeled, diced

- 2 sticks celery, diced

- 2 small zucchini, diced

- 1 swede or turnip, peeled, 

diced

- 1 1/4 cups dry soup mix, rinsed 

(see note)

- 8 cups chicken style liquid stock

- 1kg  chicken lovely legs

Met hod
1. Heat oil in a large saucepan over medium heat. 
Add leek and garlic. Cook, stirring, for 2 minutes or 
until soft but not coloured. Add carrot, celery, 
zucchini and swede. Cook for 2 minutes. Stir in soup 
mix, stock, chicken and 1 cup cold water. Increase 

heat to high. Bring to the boil..

2.Reduce heat to low. Simmer, partially covered, 
stirring occasionally, for 1 hour or until soup mix and 

vegetables are tender. 

3. Remove chicken legs from soup. Allow to cool 
slightly. Remove meat from bones. Roughly chop 
chicken meat and add to soup. Season with salt and 
pepper. Ladle soup into warmed bowls. Serve.

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/zucchini-recipes
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JULY

4 Blanche Walker

7 Hamish McTaggart

13 Darcy McKeough

14 Carl Julian

17 Dameon Whitby

24 Jarrod Walker

27 Jamie Podmore

AUGUST

1 Alys McKeough

6 Harper Podmore

18 Spags Burnett

18 Harry McKeough

SEPTEMBER

9 Stanley Hammarquist

20 Jason Windie

28 Mathew Hammarquist

Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 
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AUSKICK

The Gascoyne Junction AUSKICK Clinic starts on Tuesday July 16.  Thanks to the 
Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School and Gascoyne Junction Community 
Resource Centre this clinic is being offered free of charge to residents of the Shire of 
Upper Gascoyne.  To get your code please contact the school or the CRC. 10 weeks of 
sessions will be held from 4 to 5pm each Tuesday.

If any grown up would like to volunteer to help run the clinics (even if its just one) 
please reach out to the CRC.

 

KIDSLYMPICS

All children across the Upper Gascoyne are invited to attend and participate in the 
Upper Gascoyne Sports Kidslympics on Friday July 26.  A range of fun activities will be 
run throughout the afternoon.  All athletes need to register at the Community Resource 
Centre.  There will be team and individual events.

YOUTH GROUP

The Upper Gascoyne Youth Group program has been announced as a finalist in the 
upcoming Community Resource Centre Awards for it?s innovation.  The Youth Group 
has been made possible thanks to a grant from Backyard Cricket.  The program is 
designed to recognise the older youth in our area and provide them with a space to 
grow and foster leadership skills.  In May the Youth Group baked ANZAC biscuits and 
learnt about the history behind these yummy treats.  Youth Group will reconvene in 
July.
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YOU CAN  PURCHASE TICKETS AT

ht t ps:/ /www.gascoynefoodfest ival.com .au/event s/ f lavours-of -t he-gascoyne
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups

 and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get 
your business, your event, or your 

items for sale in front of the 
residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space 
in the Gassy Gossip.  Whether its for 
one month or year round this is the 

place to be seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

     A MAP

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

I have cities, but no houses. I have mountains, but no 
trees. I have water, but no fish. What am I?
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LOGIC PUZZLES
(Answers on t he next  page)

1. Logic Puzzle:

Jack is looking at Anne. Anne is looking at George. Jack is married, George  
is not, and we don?t know if Anne is married. Is a married person looking at 
an unmarried person?

2. Logic Puzzle:

A man has 53 socks in his drawer: 21 identical blue, 15 identical black and 
17 identical red. The lights are out and he is completely in the dark. How 
many socks must he take out to make 100 percent certain he has at least 
one pair of black socks?

3. Logic Puzzle: Lying or  t el l ing t he Trut h

A girl meets a lion and unicorn in the forest. The lion lies every Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday and the other days he speaks the truth. The 
unicorn lies on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, and the other days of   
the week he speaks the truth. ?Yesterday I was lying,? the lion told the girl. 
?So was I,? said the unicorn. What day is it?

4. Logic Puzzle: River  Crossing

A farmer wants to cross a river and take with him a wolf, a goat and a cabbage. 
He has a boat, but it can only fit himself plus either the wolf, the goat or the 
cabbage. If the wolf and the goat are alone on one shore, the wolf will eat the 
goat. If the goat and the cabbage are alone on the shore, the goat will eat the 
cabbage. How can the farmer bring the wolf, the goat and the cabbage across 
the river without anything being eaten?

https://parade.com/1184291/stephanieosmanski/free-unicorn-coloring-printables/
https://paradepets.com/dogs/wolf-dog-breeds
https://parade.com/1305696/parade/cabbage-recipes/
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LOGIC PUZZLES ANSWERS

Lets see how you went

1. Logic Puzzle Answer :

Yes. If Anne is married, then she is married and looking at George, who is 
unmarried. If Anne is unmarried, then Jack, who is married, is looking at 
her. Either way, the statement is correct.

2. Logic Puzzle Answer : 40 socks. If he takes out 38 socks (adding the two   
biggest amounts, 21 and 17), although it is very unlikely, it is possible they 
could all be blue and red. To make 100 percent certain that he also has a 
pair of black socks he must take out a further two socks.

3. Logic Puzzle Lying or  t el l ing t he Trut h- Answer : 

Thursday. The only day they both tell the truth is Sunday; but today can?t be 
Sunday because the lion also tells the truth on Saturday (yesterday). Going 
day by day, the only day one of them is lying and one of them is telling the 
truth with those two statements is Thursday.

4. Logic Puzzle River  Crossing- Answer :

First, the farmer takes the goat across. The farmer returns alone and then 
takes the wolf across, but returns with the goat. Then the farmer takes the 
cabbage across, leaving it with the wolf and returning alone to get the goat.
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KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH
I have keys but  no locks. I have space but  no 
room . You can ent er , but  you can't  go inside. 

What  am  I?

A KEYBOARD
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SPOT THE 5 DIFFERENCES
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