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COUNCIL NEWS
Ordinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 28th February

Wednesday 27th March 

Wednesday  24th April 

Wednesday 22nd May 

Thursday 26th June 

Wednesday 24th July

Wednesday 28th August

Wednesday 18th September

Wednesday 23rd October

Wednesday 27th November

Thursday 12th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott 
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session 
which is held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t  

This has been a relatively short month for me as I have been away in 
Perth with medical appointments taking front and centre. During my 
absence Andrea and Jarrod managed to keep the ship afloat.

It is with a heavy heart that we acknowledge the sad passing of Betty 
Fletcher. Obviously, Betty was deeply respected and loved by many 
within our very small community, and she will be greatly missed. Prior 
to Betty becoming unwell I managed to spend a couple of weeks with 
her helping to feed the sheep whilst Thomas was away in Perth. Betty 
and I shared many a good story and laugh as I grew up with many of 
her Shark Bay relatives.

This month is still all about the budget. We now have notification on all 
revenue sources ? RRG, R2R, LRCI, FAG and Rates. By all accounts our 
Financial Assistance Grant has received the largest increase of any Local 
Government in the State. This is largely a result of having our Asset 
Preservation Value correctly accounted for. The APV is a measure that 
pervades all the grants, as such, the work undertaken over numerous 
years is now starting to pay dividends.

Work has commenced on addressing issues raised under the Reg 17 
and the Financial Management Review, over time you will see various 
Strategic Documents, Policies and the like come forward.

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

General:

July is always a busy month as we close out the last financial year and 
prepare for the next.We have successfully completed all of works 
programs and continue to deliver our ongoing projects in town.The 
town crew have enjoyed a bit of time off during the school holidays and 
we have welcomed Mitchell Hoseason-Smith to the crew on a part time 
basis. Mitchell replaces Dave Miller as he has decided to end his part 
time tenure with the Shire. I would like to thank Dave for his 
commitment and efforts, we wish him well.

The new 3x2 staff house is coming along nicely as is the newly acquired 
3x1 on Hatch Street. Sean has engaged a contractor from Carnarvon to 
complete landscaping and gardening in the next month or so. The 
painters and electricians will complete the renovations at the 3x1 this 
month. We are hoping to have both completed in the next two months.
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Works Crew :

The works crew are working on the Landor Mt Augustus Road. We have been 
fortunate enough to receive an additional $200,000 in Aboriginal Community 
Access funds from Regional Road Group,we are liaising with the Burringurrah 
community as to accessing gravel and water and the best place to expend the 
monies.

Clive Ryder has joined our works crew. Clive will replace Ian Golding and fill in on 
the construction crew when required. He has teamed up with Ray in the other 
maintenance grader on Cobra Dairy Creek as he settles in. Unfortunately, sections 
of the Carnarvon Mullewa Road were damaged in the last rain event. We were 
fortunate enough to have one of THEM?s multi rollers on site and completed a 
grade and roll from Pells to the Murchison boundary while we had plenty of 
moisture in the road. I have also had Boyd Leeson completing grading on the 
Pimbee and Winderie Callagiddy roads while there is moisture. Unfortunately, 
Boyd was away for a week or so due to personal reasons, however he is back in 
the saddle and will continue onto Carey Downs roads in the next week or so.

We will have a jet patching truck here early next month to carry out repairs on 
various sections of bitumen. Lance from ABBL Contracting has sourced the truck 
and will help oversee the repairs. Once repairs are complete, Greenfields will 
assist in auditing our entire bitumen network and provide a detailed maintenance 
program to us. This audit will inform us of our reseal program for the next 5-10 
years.

Due to the recent rains and unavailability of accommodation, THEM have delayed 
the repairs to Ullawarra Road. They are expected to begin works by the 21stJuly 
and take approximately two weeks to complete.

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

The whole team is focused on completing year end reconciliations in preparation 
for the Annual Financial Statements as well as drafting the 24/25 Annual Budget 
for the Shire. It is a huge task that needs to be completed so that the Shire can 
continue to operate and provide services to our community.

On Wednesday 24 July we will be holding a Budget Workshop with Council to 
finalise projects and expenditure and ensure we are meeting our community plan 
key objectives. It is anticipated that the budget will be adopted at the August 2024 
Ordinary Council Meeting.

Even though we are short staffed at present the team has worked extremely well 
and should be commended for their efforts. Well done.
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Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

The Gascoyne Junction Community Resource Centre has been listed as a finalist 
in the upcoming DPIRD CRC Organisation Awards. The judging panel has been 
impressed by the vast impact that CRCs have in creating resilient regional 
communities across Western Australia. Gascoyne Junction is a finalist in the 
Innovative Service Delivery Award for the Upper Gascoyne Youth Group. This 
award will be announced at the upcoming CRC Conference in July.DPIRD will be 
visiting Gascoyne Junction on Monday July 8 to record a video to be played at the 
CRC conference.

As we begin a new financial year we have secured funding agreements for the 
ongoing provision of services for the State Library, Services Australia and DPIRD 
for our overall CRC funding. A new action plan is in progress for the next three 
years for the CRC as a benchmark for reporting.

I attended an online session regarding the Local Government Public Health Policy 
that all LGAs will need to adopt by 2026. There will be several stages in bringing 
this policy into effect including consulting with MidWest Health to establish our 
Healthy and Wellbeing Profile from data, public consultation and meetings to 
best understand the priorities for our community. More details and a timeline for 
this project will be available after the release of the State Public Health Plan in 
October.

Work continues on the Gascoyne Connect Mining Symposium to be held in 
Gascoyne Junction on Thursday September 5. The program for the day?s event is 
almost finalised with the last of speakers being locked in ready send to our 
invitees. A save the date has already been sent.The aim of the event is to support 
ongoing relationships between the mining and resource sector and the Upper 
Gascoyne community and to also establish new relationships.  By working 
collaboratively, the event aims to identify potential gaps and problems as well as 
highlight what is working well as we continue to work together to find solutions 
to ensure a positive and sustainable mining industry in the Upper Gascoyne and 
extended Gascoyne region.This all day event will include keynote speakers and 
round table discussions throughout the day before a complimentary networking 
Outback BBQ dinner under the stars and is being supported by GDC.
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 The Shire of Upper Gascoyne sponsored a prize in the 2023 Astrofest 
Astrophotography Awards.The winner visited the region in early June and captured 
night images across the Shire. This image of Temple Gorge is an example and a 
contender for the 2024 Awards. On Saturday July 6 our Dark Sky Camera went live. 
Each night through timelapse images of the Gascoyne Junction night sky are sent 
to the Global Meteor Network in Canada to be included in data used in 
understanding meteors.These images are now available on our webpage to share 
with the wider community. This is yet another important part of our submission as 
we begin the process to become an International Dark Sky Community.

  

 

July has seen two Stargazing nights presented to tourists in the area. 26 visitors 
attended the events over two nights, one held in Gascoyne Junction and a second 
at Mount Augustus. This inaugural event has had positive feedback and we will 
continue to offer these in August and September. These nights have coincided with 
school holidays. There has been a noticeable increase in visitors over this period 
with high occupancy rates in both tourist parks.

In partnership with the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School in Term 3 we 
will be offering a free Auskick Clinic for residents of the Upper Gascoyne. Both 
Shire and School staff have put their hands up to volunteer to assist at these 
clinics. Many hands make light work so if anyone can assist for one, a few or all of 
these 10 clinics please let the CRC staff know.
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and event s in t he 

upper  gascoyne. 
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  cel ebr it ies...
The CRC is on the look out for our next 

SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to 
get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 
team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

SAY G'DAY TO...

Full nam e: Paige Hardie

Nicknam e: Paigee 

Place of  bir t h: Mornington, VIC

Where did you grow  up? Toowoomba, QLD

Favour it e food? Chicken Burger  

Favour it e anim al? Cats

Foot y t eam : Hawthorne

What  is on your  bucket  l ist : Run a marathon one day

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne? A new experience plus my parents live here 

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne? 7 months

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne? How peaceful it is and the fact that 
you are never bored

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Not sure
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH
  

 

SPREAD YOUR WINGS- EMMA DODD

A hear t warm ing book  about  grow ing up and explor ing t he wor ld 
around you.

As we snuggle here together,
gazing at the sky,
I know that soon the day will come
when you'll spread your wings and fly.
A baby cockatoo learns that there is a big wide world out there to 
explore.
The perfect book for young and old, this uplifting and reassuring book 
with stunning art celebrates growing up and discovering new 
adventures.

TELE-PORTA-LOO- RICHARD HIGGINS 

A STUPIDLY FUNNY advent ure f rom  Aust ralia's favour it e BFFs.

Rich and Matt love their nan. Unfortunately their nan has an evil 
NANASIS. And by the time Rich and Matt discover that their Nan ALSO 
has a TELEPORTING PORTALOO in the backyard it 's too late. They're 
already hurtling through the interdimensional plumbing of time and 
space on a mission to stop the world from going down the toilet, 
literally!
THE NANASIS has gone crazy and WANTS HER STUFF BACK or the 
world is doomed. Can the Listies pay attention long
enough to save it?

ALL FOURS- MIRANDA JULY

All Fours t el ls t he st ory of  one wom an?s quest  for  a new  k ind of  
f reedom . Par t  absurd ent er t ainm ent , par t  t ender  reinvent ion of  t he 
rom ant ic and dom est ic l i fe of  a for t y-f ive-year -old fem ale ar t ist .

A semifamous artist announces her plan to drive cross-country, from LA to 
New York. Twenty minutes after leaving her husband and child at home, 
she spontaneously exits the freeway, beds down in a nondescript motel, 
and immerses herself in a temporary reinvention that turns out to be the 
start of an entirely different journey.
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COB LOAF RECIPES

How m any ways can you f i l l  a cob loaf? 

We?ve got  all t he inspirat ion you need w it h our  
collect ion of  u lt im at e bread and dip recipes.

Gar lic bread cob loaf  dip-This amazing cob is coated in garlic butter and filled 

with a creamy 3-cheese mixture ? what 's not to love? 

Meat ball cob loaf  dip- We can't think of anything more satisfying than this 

meatball cob loaf, stuffed with moist, meaty morsels and oozing cheese.

Bacon and corn cob loaf - For an easy entertaining idea, try this warm bacon 

and creamed corn stuffed cob loaf.

Meat  pie in a cob- For the best-ever Aussie recipe you can't beat this meat pie in a 

cob.

Nachos cob dip- Say 'hola' to your new party food favourite. Everyone will love 

digging into the beef and bean Mexican filling with corn chips, vegies toasted bread cubes.

French onion pum pk in soup in a gar l ic bread cob- Pump up easy 

pumpkin soup with flavour bomb bacon and crème fraîche in a pull-apart garlic bread cob loaf 
bowl! 

But t er  chicken in a cob- Ditch the naan bread and dish up your next butter 

chicken in a cob loaf. There'll be plenty of bread to soak up all that delicious sauce.

Cob loaf  spinach dip recipe- A big carbohydrate hug filled with a creamy 

French onion dip with spinach ? what could be better?

To f ind t hese recipes and m ore follow  t he l ink  below

ht t ps:/ /www.t ast e.com .au/ recipes/ collect ions/ cob-loaf -recipes

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/mexican-recipes
https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/soup-recipes
https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/chicken-recipes
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OCTOBER

6 Andrea Pears

13 Jodie McTaggart

15 Colin Sibson

15 Wendy Hoseason-Smith

17 Raymond Hoseason-Smith

17 Oscar Hammarquist

22 Richard Dowker

24 Ken Kempton

26 Melanie Hammarquist

30 Paula Hammarquist

                       AUGUST

1 Alys McKeough

6 Harper Podmore

18 Spags Burnett

18 Harry McKeough

SEPTEMBER

9 Stanley Hammarquist

20 Jason Windie

28 Mathew Hammarquist

Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 
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At our last Youth Group held in July, we were visited by Steve from DPIRD, the 
organisation that provides funding for the Community Resource Centre.  Our 
Youth Group program has been nominated as a finalist in the Innovative CRC 
Program category in the 2024 Awards.  Steve travelled from Perth to meet the 
group and to create a video of what the program is about.  He asked the 
members of the group questions on why the group was created and how 
activities are selected.  At this session, Miss Paige joined us to make frienship 
bracelets.  Scarlet and Juanita loved learning this new skill and adding more 
colours to their bracelets.  By the end of the session they were looking very 
fancy with beads.  Our next Youth Group will be a movie night at the Town 
Pavilion on August 15.  
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YOU CAN  PURCHASE TICKETS AT

ht t ps:/ /www.gascoynefoodfest ival.com .au/event s/ f lavours-of -t he-gascoyne
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups

 and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Are you looking for a place 
to get your business, your 

event, or your items for 
sale in front of the 

residents of the Shire of 
Upper Gascoyne?

Its time to book an 

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

     The moon

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

Sometimes dark and sometimes bright,
I make my way among twinkling lights.

Seas and oceans obey my call,
yet mountains I cannot move at all.

My face is marred and gray,
but I'm majestic anyway.

What am I?
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KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH
I have r ings, but  i 'm  not  a piece of  jewellery.

What  am  I?

SATURN
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