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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 28th 
February

Wednesday 27th March 

Wednesday  24th April 

Wednesday 22nd May 

Thursday 26th June 

Wednesday 24th July

Wednesday 28th August

Wednesday 18th 
September

Wednesday 23rd October

Wednesday 27th 
November

Thursday 12th December 

Council meetings 
commence at 8:30am in 
the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 
Scott Street, Gascoyne 
Junction.

All ratepayers and 
residents are welcome to 
attend the council 
meetings and participate 
in the Public Question 
Time session which is 
held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t  

The months of July and August have once again been a flurry of activity 
for all concerned. I have largely been concentrating on the more strategic 
activities. We have been negotiating at length with Hastings for our Road 
Use Agreement. This has come to an abrupt holt as the issue of 
?Aggregate Liability? has become a stumbling block. I am sure once 
Hastings have had time to reflect that this will be resolved.

Jim and I attended a Yinggarda workshop meeting where we had the 
opportunity to address Yinggarda members about what we do as a Shire 
and encouraged them to participate in our processes.

I have submitted a grant application to Lotterywest for the River Stairs 
Project. Anecdotally Lotterywest see this as a very good project; however, 
the proof will be in pudding depending on the outcome of the project.

Delta Mining are continuing to work with us in identifying their preferred 
route, identifying borrow pits and water points. The Mining Symposium is 
coming together and I look forward to a successful day and night 
hopefully full of information from the miners on their progress and also 
providing an opportunity for regional suppliers to meet and greet.

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

The town crew are very busy playing catchup with town maintenance and 
gardening. With staff shortages and the recent weather, the weeds and 
mowing have gotten away from us however the team are working hard to 
back on top of things.

The new staff house and recently purchased ex QEM house renovations 
and gardens are almost complete. Various trades have all but completed 
their upgrades and both houses will be ready for moving in by the end of 
the month.

The maintenance graders have completed grading the Cobra Dairy Creek 
Road and will move onto the Cobra Gifford Creek Road. Both Ray and 
Clive have been working well together. They will then move down to 
Landor Mt Augustus Road in time for the Landor races. We have engaged 
Boyd from Midwest Contracting to grade the Carey Downs Road and 
Gilroyd roads.

The works crew have started our capital works programme starting with 
our RRG Indigenous Access project on Landor Mount Augustus Road. We 
will resheet approximately a 3km section north of the Thomas. I 
anticipate we will be there for three swings before moving further south 
to complete 10km of resheeting south of Rutters Crossing.
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August is always a busy time for us obtaining quotes and finalising scopes and 
specifications for capital works and projects. We have purchased a second-hand 
Kenworth T658 prime mover. This will replace the current CAT prime mover. The T658 
will undergo a full going over in Geraldton prior to coming to site. We have received 
two quotes for the replacement grader as you will see in the agenda. Sean is working 
with external sources to finalise designs on the RO evaporation ponds prior to seeking 
quotes for installation.

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

The July period has been absolutely flat tack for the Corporate Team ? with the 
finalisation of our End of Financial Year processes and staff continuing to work on the 
draft budget simultaneously, on top of our day-to-day tasks, it has been pretty full on.

This month?s council meeting will see the Management Team present the 2024/2025 
Annual Budget to Council for adoption which has been a mammoth effort from staff 
to compile, so I would like to extend many thanks and gratitude to everyone involved 
in this process as it has not come without challenge ? great work everyone!

With one hurdle overcome, the next big task ahead of staff is the finalisation of the 
Annual Financial Statements and our upcoming End of Year Audit. Add to the mix, 
preparing to rate bill for the 24/25 year ? certainly no time to rest for the wicked, and 
just as important for staff to maintain the momentum and keep the council operating.

Once again, many thanks to all staff for your continued efforts to achieving what we 
have ? Well Done!
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Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

Com m unit y Event s

The beginning of August has seen a busy events schedule with a Kidslympics held at 
the pavilion, the start of a ten week Auskick clinic and a movie night with the Youth 
Group. Two Gascoyne Food Festival events are being held in the Upper Gascoyne later 
in August on the 24th and 31st. The first of our Music in the Park events will be held on 
the 25th of August during the afternoon at the Two Rivers Memorial Park.

Medical Clin ics

GP and Physio Clinics are still receiving high bookings. We have transferred the 
booking system online which has been responded to well from the public. An 
optometry clinic for the last week of August is already booked out with a waitlist. 
Further clinics will be arranged moving forward at this stage aiming for 3 to 4 times per 
year. August has seen Beth Hudson take on the role of our Nursing Clinic Manager in 
Gascoyne Junction.

Meet ings

Over the past few weeks I have represented the Shire at meetings with the District 
Health Advisory Committee and Australia?s Golden Outback Board advocating for our 
Shire. In the health sector the need for better access to emergency medical services 
was raised. Further clinics were also discussed. I have also been liaising with DBCA, 
GDC and other key stakeholders to get a progress report on the Mount Augustus 
Safety funding program. I have been working with GDC on the Upper Gascoyne ? 
Gascoyne Food Festival events, the upcoming Gascoyne Resource Connect Mining 
Symposium and a collaboration with the three other Gascoyne shires around #gazing 
the Gascoyne and building a brand for the region in the Astrotourism space.

Tour ism

We have seen a very strong July with 20 visitors in the centre each day not uncommon. 
Our peak day in July saw 39 visitors into the centre. We have launched a new bird 
watching checklist highlighting birds found in our national parks in collaboration with 
DBCA. Updates have been made to the format of the tourism pages on the Shire 
website to further support our digital marketing campaign with new content to be 
added throughout September. This will also see the launch of our quarterly tourism 
newsletter. A stargazing event has been arranged for a tour group visiting Gascoyne 
Junction on August 25, and two more nights planned in early September at Mount 
Augustus and in Junction.Staff have been invited to an update on operations and 
tourism at Kennedy Range National Park.



6



7



8



9



10

bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and event s in t he 

upper  gascoyne. 
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  cel ebr it ies...
The CRC is on the look out for our next 

SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to 
get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 
team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

SAY G'DAY TO...

Full nam e:  Beth Hudson

Nicknam e: -

Place of  bir t h: Perth

Where did you grow  up? Kulin & Corrigin- Wheatbelt WA

Favour it e food?  Apple Pie 

Favour it e anim al? Otter 

Foot y t eam :  Any WA team

What  is on your  bucket  l ist : See the Northern Lights 

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne? Lived in Carnarvon for 30 years

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne? working out at GJ for Child health, 
School health & vaccination programs as the new Clinical Nurse Manager   

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne? Awesome community working hard 
to make a great place to live and belong.. plus the beautiful bush

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne? More health 
promotion activities, Outreach sites
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

  

 

HAPPY FATHERS DAY- WRITTEN BY REAL KIDS ABOUT THEIR 
DADS!

A celebration of fathers everywhere, in the words of real kids.

This beautifully-illustrated book is a lovely celebration of fathers 
everywhere, written by real kids about their dads! An adorable 
page-turner you're sure to treasure for many years to come

EVERY WORD TELL A STORY- TOM READ WILSON

InEvery Word Tells a Story, each fascinating word is explored through 
a quirky, amusing story alongside the extraordinary etymology, word 
origin and a definition.

Tom Read Wilson is here to take us on a rip-roaring tour through some of 
the most astonishing and amusing words in the English language with 
Every Word Tells a Story. See how the English language evolved in this 
extraordinary exploration of the origins of everyday words. Full of funny 
stories and fascinating facts, Tom Read Wilson knows even the most 
ordinary-sounding word can have the most surprising story behind it!

ROAD TRIPS AUSTRALIA- DON FUCHS

Australia is the ideal country for adventurous road trips. 

A gigantic network of roads, many unpaved or back roads, runs through 
the almost endless expanse. Fascinating national parks are connected with 
country towns; long stretches of coastline, vast forests and large tracts of 
the outback are accessible. All you need is a sturdy (SUV or 4WD) vehicle, 
camping gear, navigation skills and a good dose of common sense. And 
time, of course. Some of the road trips suggested in this book find their 
stage in the more civilised and densely populated parts of the continent. 
Sometimes the unknown and fascinating is just around the corner. No 
matter where you venture, there is no better way to shake off the hectic 
lifestyle of our cities and everyday life in suburbia than on an adventurous 
trip down the roads less travelled.
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LEMON CHEESECAKE   Ingredient s(10)
- 125g  organic butter, unsalted, at room 

temperature, chopped

- 155g (3/4 cup) caster sugar

- 1 lemon, rind finely grated

- 250g fresh ricotta (see note)

- 3 eggs

- 150g (1 cup) self-raising flour

- 60ml (1/4 cup) fresh lemon juice

- 100g (1/4 cup) lemon curd, plus extra to serve

- Pure icing sugar, to dust

- Vanilla ice cream, to serve

  Recipe not es
- When you test the cake, try and avoid the  

lemon swirls on the top. Placing the skewer       
in these parts can give you a wetter outcome 

due to the lemon curd but the rest of the       
cake is cooked and perfect. You then run the 

risk of overcooking.
- To serve the cake cold, remove sides as    

directed then leave to cool until firm and        
just warm. Use baking paper to lift the cake     

off pan and place onto a wire rack.           
Carefully slide the paper out and leave to      

cool completely. Use fresh ricotta from the     
deli section of the supermarket.

              PREP: 20MIN        COOK: 45MIN    SERVES: 8

    Met hod

- St ep 1
- Preheat oven to 170C/150C fan forced. 

Grease and line the base of a 20cm 
springform cake pan with baking paper.

- St ep 2
- Use electric beaters to beat the 

butter,sugar and lemon rind until pale 
and creamy. Add the ricotta and beat 
until just combined. One at a time add 
the eggs, beating well after each 
addition.

- St ep 3
- Use a large metal spoon to fold the flour 

into the mixture. Stir in the lemon juice. 
Transfer mixture to the prepared pan 
and dollop with 100g (1/4 cup) lemon 
curd. Use a flat bladed knife to swirl the 
lemon curd into the batter. Gently tap 
the pan on the bench to settle the batter. 
Bake for 45 minutes or until the cake 
springs back when lightly touched.

- St ep 4
- Cool the cake in the pan for 10 minutes, 

then release the side of the pan. Cut the 
cake into wedges and serve warm, dust 
with icing sugar, drizzled with extra curd 
and topped with ice cream.

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/ricotta-recipes
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OCTOBER

6 Andrea Pears

13 Jodie McTaggart

15 Colin Sibson

15 Wendy Hoseason-Smith

17 Raymond Hoseason-Smith

17 Oscar Hammarquist

22 Richard Dowker

24 Ken Kempton

26 Melanie Hammarquist

30 Paula Hammarquist

                       NOVEMBER

4 Laney McKeough

14 Dustin Walker

20 Nate Soltoggio

21     Dot Hammarquist

SEPTEMBER

9 Stanley Hammarquist

20 Jason Windie

28 Mathew Hammarquist

Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 
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Ausk ick :

Auskick started a few weeks ago and is proving to show a great turn out each week. The 
kids are having fun developing new footy skills. The kids are split between 2 groups 
(younger kids & older kids) and each week new games and skills are introduced. A huge 
thank you to all of the volunteers who have been coming down to help out, we really 
appreciate it and so do the kids.

Kidslym pics:

Following on from all the Olympics hype, Gascoyne Junction held our very own 
Kidslympics. The kids had a blast competing in groups for 5 different events with some 
fun competitive banter between the teams and a few laughs along the way. Thank you 
to Mrs Ainsley for organizing the event and Miss Connell and Copper for helping to 
assist.

Yout h Group:

For August?s youth group the kids chose a movie night. The CRC was turned into a 
comfy lounge area for the night with the kids helping to move furniture around. With 
some snacks shared between them and a few laughs ?How to train your Dragon? was a 
hit.

September?s youth group will be Pizza & Game night- Don?t forget to mark it in your 
calendar

19t hSept em ber  2024
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Flavours of  t he Gascoyne:

A decadent 3 course meal cooked by our very own Chef Omo showcased the best 
flavours of the Gascoyne region. Some of the options available included

* Gascoyne mushroom soup with shitake mushroom, biltong, shallot & truffle cream, 
thyme & pickled phimejis

* Traditional goat stew- slow cooked meat with winter Carnarvon vegetables with 
cornbread

* Pinapple tart with rum & raspberry coulis & icecream

Held at Junction Pub & Tourist Park, the outdoor setting was perfect for the event. With 
Music from the talented Dylan Hutchins the easy listening tunes were the perfect 
compliment while having dinner and socializing.
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Music in t he Park :

A nice casual afternoon listening to Dylan Hutchins sing the tunes of various artists was 
a great hit for the residents and tourists of Gascoyne Junction. The weather was perfect 
and the flies seemed to stay away. With picnic blankets and shades parked along the 
green grass of Two Rivers Memorial park, it was agreed by all there that this is an event 
that should become a permanent one in the future while the weather is so nice.

Gascoyne Junct ion Spor t s Club: Fit ness Gym  NOW OPEN:

The Shire of Upper Gascoyne is excited to announce that our Gym is now up and 
running and taking on new members. Pop into the CRC or Shire office for membership 
paperwork and pricing options. Starting on 9th September the 75 Medium Fitness 
Challenge will begin for anyone who is interested. Please see Flyer below for more 
information or email Cherie on cso@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au for more information
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups

 and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get 
your business, your event, or your 

items for sale in front of the 
residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space 
in the Gassy Gossip.  Whether its for 
one month or year round this is the 

place to be seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

His horse's name is Friday.

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

A cowboy rode int o t own on Fr iday. He 
st ayed for  t hree night s and rode out  on 

Fr iday. How is t h is possible?
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KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

What  f ive-let t er  word t yped in all capit al 
let t ers can be read t he sam e upside 

down?

SWIMS
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