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Ordinary Council

Meeting Dates

Wednesday 28th
February

Wednesday 27th March
Wednesday 24th April
Wednesday 22nd May
Thursday 26th June
Wednesday 24th July
Wednesday 28th August

Wednesday 18th
September

Wednesday 23rd October

Wednesday 27th
November

Thursday 12th December

Council meetings
commence at 8:30am in
the Shire Council
Chambers located at 4
Scott Street, Gascoyne
Junction.

All ratepayers and
residents are welcome to
attend the council
meetings and participate
in the Public Question
Time session which is
held at the beginning of
each Council Meeting.
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COUNCILNEWS

CEO Report

To say this month has been busy is probably a gross understatement.
From a personal perspective | have now received official confirmation
that | am cancer free and do not require any further treatment apart from
a yearly PET scan as part of a surveillance regime. My cardiologist has
also given me the boot and | only require that | monitor my blood
pressure. The only ailment that | have left to address is type 2 Diabetes
which is largely managed by weight control and diet.

| can only thank each and every one of my staff and Councillors for your
support especially when things were looking pretty dire.

It's been a month of meetings with the following occurring:
Junction Pub Lease Meeting

‘Hastings Working Group

Junction Pub Lease Meeting

‘Gascoyne Region Drought Relief Program
‘AGRN 1062 - DFES

‘Waste management Services Review - Onsite
-2 Day Road trip with Main Roads

‘WALGA Zone Meeting

‘RRG Meeting

‘Grants Commission

‘LGIS Meeting

Work is continuing with the Residential and Commercial Land releases. It
is anticipated that | may be able to provide an alternative proposal for the
Residential Sub-Division that is in a different location from the current
proposal.

The Junction Pub Lease and Hastings RUA will be my primary focus
leading into Christmas with the intent on being able to have a clear way
forward.

All projects are moving along nicely at the moment obviously things will
slow down over the next few months with the lead in to Christmas and
New Year.



COUNCILNEWS

Manager of Works and Services Report

The works crew are still resheeting sections of the Landor Mt Augustus Road, this form
part of our RRG works program for 2024-25. RRG have committed a further $150,000 of
Aboriginal Communities Access funds towards this project. We expect to complete
resheeting by mid December. The crew will then demobilise and begin preparing plant
and equipment for the Christmas shutdown period.

November has been a busy month in regard to planning and working through various
issues including seeking new lessees for the tourist park, Hasting's road use agreement,
road degazettals and navigating through the evermoving DRFWA goal posts. All of which
consume a huge amount of our time and resources. However we are confident that we
are on the right track and are mindful of community expectation and ensuring the
organisation’s best interests are forefront.

| sat down with the CEO, Finance Manager and RSM to look at our plant and
depreciation rates, exciting stuff. Together we are working through each individual piece
of equipment to ensure we are accurately capturing and recovering the true cost of
operating our own plant equipment. This exercise will assist us strategically moving
forward as it directly affects what we get done on the ground.

The town works crew have been busy at their usual parks, gardens and housing duties.
We will continue to engage additional labour through ABBL Contracting to assist in these
duties as well as maintain the tourist park until the new tenants or direction with the
tourist park has been reached.

Manager of Finance and Corporate Services

The auditor’s onsite visit was completed extremely well, and the team were highly
commended by the auditors for enabling a hiccup free process. To date we have not
been tagged for any management issues which focus on internal control improvements
and best practice methods. This rarely occurs during an audit and is a tribute to the
team efforts not only during audit but throughout the year in the completion of
supporting paperwork, and satisfactorily responding to audit enquiries quickly. Well
Done Team - you fully deserve all commendations for your efforts with this outstanding
success. The final stage of the audit, the exit meeting to be presented to the Audit
Committee, is scheduled for the 12th December 2024 and we look forward to receiving a
unqualified audit report meaning that our Annual Financial Report is accurate and a true
representation of Councils Financial position as at that date. Yah team we did it!

On a lighter note, the whole Finance and Administration Team got into the spirit of
Halloween and decorated the office in true Halloween fashion. It was wonderful to see
all the effort taken by each Trick or Treater in the variety of costumes that came through
the door.



COUNCILNEWS

Gascoyne Junction
Community Resource Centre

o \/gml/ {o&a/ GDWM€C7[FQm

Community Resource Centre Update

In October the CRC has hosted a GP, Nursing, Physio and Optometry Clinic which have
all been well patronised. Community events for Bike Week and Halloween were also
held.

| attended the Station Stays Workshop at Wooramel at the end of October, and have
established that both Dairy Creek and Landor will be operating as Station Stays in 2025. |
also had the privilege of enjoying breakfast with the WACHS board on their recent visit to
the Gascoyne to advocate for medical services for the Upper Gascoyne. Another
successful Perth 4WD show was attended speaking with visitors at all stages of the
buying cycle. Those who have visited in 2024 have been impressed by the quality of our
roads, the customer service and friendliness wherever they travelled and the quality of
the Flavours of the Gascoyne and Biggest BBQ. Whilst in Perth | also had the opportunity
to present a prize sponsored by the Shire for the best Astrophotography Image in an
Astrotourism Town. The winners image was of Honeycomb Gorge and he also received a
highly commended for an image of Mt Augustus. These images were taken in June, when
he accompanied last years winner who won our prize in 2023.

I am busily getting marketing campaigns ready for the 2025 season now that the 2024
season is winding down.
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CALLING ALL LOCALCELEBRITIES...

The CRC is on the look out for our next
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to
aet to know vou!

SAY G'DAY TOeee

Full name: Clive Ryder

Nickname: -

Place of birth: Mullewa

Where did you grow up? Murchison

Favourite food? Seafood

Favourite animal? -

Footy team: -

What is on your bucket list: Finding a retirement nugget

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne? Love being out in the bush
How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne? About 3 months
What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne? The country

What services or events would you like to see in the Upper Gascoyne? More shops

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which footy
team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your
answers to the questions below!
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

SANTA'S SECRET DIARY

= Author: Adam Wallace

=1 Santa has a diary. But sshh! It's a secret diary! Read all about the

disasters in the lead-up to Christmas, from frozen-tongued
reindeer to exploding teddy bear-making machines! How will Santa
get everything ready in time for Christmas Day?! Take a peek into
his top secret diary and find out ...

NEONS SECRET UNIVERSE
Author: Sibeal Pounder

Neon thinks she's just an ordinary girl ... until she receives a
battered old lipstick in the post on her eleventh birthday. She's
amazed when drawing a line with it across a wall creates a sparkling
portal to the Uni-verse. Here, the Unicorn Council badly need
Neon's help to defeat the arch villain Scarlet Ditto, who is hell-bent
on destroying the unicorns and their world for good. If Ottie can
pull off the mission, she'll get to stay in the Uni-verse for ever.

21ST BIRTHDAY
Author: James Patterson

When a distraught mother pleads with reporter Cindy Thomas to
investigate the disappearance of her daughter, Tara, and her baby
granddaughter, Cindy goes straight to SFPD Sergeant Lindsay
Boxer.

The prime suspect is Tara's husband, but he tells a conflicting story
that paints Tara as a wayward wife, not a missing person.

Is this a tragic case of domestic violence? Or is the truth linked to a
more complex network of killings?

As the case grows into something far bigger than any of them could
have imagined, the Women's Murder Club will need to work
together to unpick the truth from a web of lies.
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Choc ripple Christmas wreath

For a simple Christmas dessert that looks spectacular
you can't go past our choc ripple Christmas wreath
topped with fresh in-season berries

METHOD

» Step1

« Use an electric mixer to whisk 600ml of the INGREDIENTS
cream in a large bowl until firm peaks form.

¢ Step2 *  900ml thickened cream

»  Spread 1 side of each biscuit with 2 tsp of *  2x250g pkts Arnott's Choc Ripple
whipped cream. Place a 20cm (base biscuits (about 38 biscuits)
measurement) round springform pan on a + Strawberries, to serve
work surface. Stand 1 biscuit on its edge in + Raspberries, to serve
the base of the pan. Sandwich with another + Blueberries, to serve
biscuit. Repeat with the remaining biscuits, « Mint leaves, to serve

arranging around the side of the pan to
form a wreath shape. Spread the top and
centre of the wreath with remaining
whipped cream.

« Place in the fridge for 6 hours or overnight
to chill.

e Step3

* Use an electric mixer to whisk the remaining
cream in a bowl until firm peaks form.
Carefully transfer wreath to a serving plate.
Spread the top and sides with cream. Top
with the strawberries, raspberries
,blueberries and mint. Serve immediately.

NOTE: 6 hour chilling time
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GASSY GOSSIP

KIDS COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS ACTIVITY:

The last kids activity for 2024 called for some fun and games. A series of Christmas
games were set up at the Pavilion so the kids had plenty of room to run around
and be entertained by games like Bow Shovel, Bottle Flip Tic Tack Toe, Christmas
Balls, Reindeer Toss and many more.

A funny and entertaining afternoon we all had. Ending with a goodie bag filled with
Christmas items and lollies we all enjoyed our last 2024 kids activity.

A big thank you to Jannayah who has been completing her work placement at the
CRC this term and has been a great help in organising this event. It has been a
pleasure having you in on Tuesday's and we wish you all the best for next year.

Just a reminder the CRC and Shire office will be closed from 12pm Friday 20th
December 2024 until Monday 6th January 2025

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!l!!

Save the Date: Friday 7th February 2025
Welcome Back Function & Stories of the Gascoyne:
Hosted by: Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School

Stories of the Gascoyne has finally finished production and GJRCS is hosting a
premiere next year.

5.30pm Premiere followed by a meet and greet BBQ
More details to come in 2025
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GASSY GOSSIP

December at Gascoyne Junction Sports Club

This month will see our second clinic for the Injury Rehab Gym Program (By
Referral from Czarina) and 2 x 30 minutes circuit classes (12:30 pm and 1 pm)
to the Physiotherapy Clinic in Gascoyne Junction on the 18th December!

To make an appointment for the DECEMBER PHYSIOTHERAPY INJURY REHAB
GYM PROGRAM (By Referral from Czarina) or the DECEMBER SMALL GROUP
CIRCUIT EXERCISE CLASSES - 30 mins duration head to

https://www.uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au/community/our-community/medical-clinics.aspx

This is a free service conducted by Carnarvon Physiotherapy through funding
from WACHS.

Try this quick morning workout tag us and let us know how you go!

QUICK MORNING
WORKOUT

no equipment required
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20 pushups 20 mountain climbers

Do three sets - rest one minute in between each set
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GASSY GOSSIP

Smoothie of the Month:

Fruit & Yogurt Smoothie

Ingredients

3/4 cup nonfat plain yogurt
1/2 cup 100% pure fruit juice
1 1/2 cups frozen fruit, such as blueberries,

raspberries, pineapple or peaches

Method

1. Blend the Yogurt with the Juice First

It's best to start filling the blender with liquids first. This makes it easier
for your blender to fully puree any solid ingredients. Scrape the sides
before adding frozen fruit.

2. Finish the Blending

To ensure your smoothie gets perfectly blended, chop larger pieces of
frozen fruit before adding. Better yet, buy diced versions so they're ready

to go.

Variations to Try

Protein-packed: Use strained (Greek-style) yogurt, which is naturally high
in protein and consider adding a scoop of your favorite protein powder, a
handful of nuts or a tablespoon of nut or seed butter. These additions will
add calories, but will make it more satisfying.

A tropical twist: For a tropical-tasting smoothie, use a blend of frozen
pineapple, mango and banana as the fruit base and use 1/4 cup coconut
water and 1/4 cup 100% pure pineapple juice.

Make it a bowl: Pour your smoothie into a bowl instead of a cup and enjoy
it with a spoon. To achieve a thicker consistency, use Greek yogurt and add
some ice cubes! For an extra boost of nutrition and crunch, top with your
favorite nuts or seeds.

23



GASSY GOSSIP

Junction Craft Group:
Last craft of the year!

On the 23rd and 24th November the last craft meeting of 2024 was held,
completing a range of Christmas activities including Patchwork Vase, Bath bombs,
Soaps, Chocolate Spoons, Chocolate Gifts, Bath Salts, Clay Ornaments, Cricut
Project and more.

All hands were very busy creating these projects as lovely handmade Christmas
gifts. After a full day of crafting the ladies headed to the pub for a lovely Christmas
set up and special dinner.

Stay tuned for the 2025 Craft calendar
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GASSIFIEDS

TOADVERTISEPLEASECONTACTUS
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Are you looking for a place to get
your business, your event, or your
items for sale in front of the
residents of the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space

in the Gassy Gossip. Whether its for

one month or year round this is the
place to be seen.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH
A4 - $44.60
A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Free advertising for community groups

and not for profit organisations.
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SMOKO TIME

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

What occurs once in a minute, twice in a
moment, and never in 1,000 years?
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Australian Christmas
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Barbecues
Kangaroos
Friends

Down Under Traditions

Cold Cuts
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Fireworks
English

Christmas

Celebrate
Scorching
Outside

Camping

Decorate
Picnics
Beach

Family
Ham

Carols

Sunny

Seafood
Santa

Summer
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KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

What is Santa's favourite candy?
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