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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 12th February

Wednesday 26th March 

Wednesday  30th April 

Wednesday 28th May 

Wednesday 25th June 

Wednesday 23rd July

Wednesday 27th August

Wednesday 24th September

Wednesday 22nd October

Wednesday 26th November

Wednesday 17th December 

Council meetings 
commence at 8:30am in the 
Shire Council Chambers 
located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents 
are welcome to attend the 
council meetings and 
participate in the Public 
Question Time session 
which is held at the 
beginning of each Council 
Meeting.

CEO Repor t  

Firstly, I would like to thank all of my staff and contractors for their 
efforts over the past twelve months, they are truly a remarkable bunch. 
Secondly, I thank Council for their continued support and leadership. 
Thirdly, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Safe and 
Prosperous New Year.

Quite obviously this is a very short reporting period with only 7 working 
days between the last meeting and sending out the agenda. Having said 
that the last 7 days have been relatively busy as usual.

As per previous years the majority of people will be away for at least two 
weeks over the Christmas / New Year Period. I will be back at work on 
the 6th of January 2025 but will be available on the phone or via email 
over this period. Should there be an emergency I will drive straight back 
to ensure we have at least one pair of boots on the ground.

I have been busy trying to finalise some land tenure issues with Horizon 
Power and Jimba Jimba Station so these can be moved along. Jarrod and 
I attended a further meeting with Hastings in an attempt to finalise an 
interim Road User Agreement.

It appears that the Shire have picked up a further $200,000 towards our 
re-sealing program. In total we will get approximately $900,000 on the 
ground. This will greatly assist with the overall resealing program and 
should take some of the pressure off in 2025.

On another positive note we have received notification from DPLH that 
Heritage Survey for the Landor re-alignment and borrow pits will occur 
on or around the 13-16th of December 2024. Once we receive the 
reports we can then advise Main Roads we have a shovel ready project 
and can seek funding for this project.
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Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

As usual December is consumed with organising trades and demobilising plant and 
equipment back to the depot for the Christmas shutdown period. This has been slightly 
hampered by our large drop deck float needing to be taken to Geraldton for 
suspension repairs. We will utilise MTF?s float to return the remaining large plant items. 
Both Westrac and Pridham mechanical will conduct repairs during early January.

I would like to thank the outside staff and works crew for their dedication and hard 
work throughout this year. Although it is a small team, we certainly punch above our 
weight and continue to deliver. I am extremely lucky to have such an amazing team of 
individuals. I want to thank my supervisors, Sean Walker and Dameon Whitby. Without 
them we would not keep the show on the road especially given I have had to be away 
from work for an extended period earlier in the year.

The works crew have completed the Landor Mount Augustus Road resheeting and 
reforming works. The material we had to use was not ideal but surprisingly went down 
extremely well and produce a high-quality finish?  another credit to the crew. We 
managed to resheet 12kms and reform 2kms of road.

The town outside staff are back on top of the staff housing, parks and gardens, the 
town is looking great and well prepared for summer. The crew will maintain the tourist 
park facilit ies until suitable lessees are engaged.

MTF have started works on the Carnarvon Mullewa upgrade to seal project. They will 
work up to the 20th of December and return to complete works by mid April next year. 
Greenfields will manage the project.

ABBL Contracting have been exceptionally busy for us in November and December. 
Lance and his small crew have completed 10 grid cleanouts and replaced two damaged 
grids with new. I also engaged them to conduct a signage reinstatement campaign on 
the C?von Mullewa, Dalgety Landor and Landor Mt Augustus Rd. This included 
reinstalling the Landor speed humps and relocating the road closure gates to 
Burringurrah.

I want to wish all staff, councillors, contractors and community members a Safe and 
Happy Christmas and I look forward to working with you all next year.
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Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

The audit exit meeting is scheduled to be presented to the Audit Committee on the 12 
December 2024 at 10.30am and to date we have not had any management issues raised 
in relation to internal control or best method practice improvements, which is rare for a 
Shire to achieve. This is a remarkable achievement by the team and all commendations 
are well earned. In addition, we are still on track to be issued with a clear unmodified 
audit opinion, which is the ultimate objective of any financial audit, and substantiates 
that our annual financial statements are a true reflection of the Shire?s financial position 
as of 30 June 2024. Once this is complete the audited financial statements will be 
included within the Shire?s Annual Report ready for Council adoption.

I would also like to thank the team for keeping everything running during my absence in 
the latter part of the month. It was very much appreciated. Even though our team is 
small and understaffed, and yes we are undergoing a recruitment drive, we continue to 
achieve high goals and standards which is a testament to the over and above attitude of 
the team. Many thanks for all your ongoing efforts.

Lastly, I wish all staff and community a very Merry Christmas and all the very best for the 
New Year. Here?s to 2025 ? See you there!

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

November has seen the CRC host visits from remote services for NDIS, Department of 
Transport and Services Australia. A fun packed afternoon of Christmas festivities has 
been planned for the children of the Shire in early December.

We are also preparing a CRC Community Feedback Survey to be distributed in early 2025 
to ascertain how we can improve services to the community.

Since my last report I have attended a meeting with fellow Community Development 
Officers from across the Gascoyne Murchison to develop a network for collaborating on 
projects and programs. As an initial meeting this is a positive step forward. I also 
attended the Murchison Executive Group at the conclusion of the Community 
Development Officer meeting. I have also attended the Australia?s Golden Outback AGM 
and Board Meeting in Coolgardie, and represented the Shire at the 2024 Keep Australia 
Beautiful State Awards in Perth. Gascoyne Junction was a finalist in the Containers for 
Change category but did not win this year. The Deputy Chair of Keep Australia Beautiful 
did acknowledge and thank the Upper Gascoyne community for their efforts in hosting 
the successful 2024 National Awards this year, highlighting that small places can do 
extraordinary things.



6



7



8

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and  event s in 

t he upper  gascoyne. 

 Nor t hern Guardian 26t h July 2006 
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  cel ebr it ies...
The CRC is on the look out for our next 

SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to 
get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 
team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

SAY G'DAY TO...

Full nam e: 

Nicknam e: 

Place of  bir t h:  

Where did you grow  up? 

Favour it e food? 

Favour it e anim al? 

Foot y t eam : 

What  is on your  bucket  l ist :   

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne? 

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne? 

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne? 

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne? 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

  

THE CAMEL WHO HAD THE HUMP

Author: Rachel Bright

A gloriously empowering tale of grumpy, humpy TERRIBLE times, and how 
one slight shift might just change everything.

In the shimmering desert a happy herd of camels are out to find an oasis 
for a drink and a play. All, that is, except Cuthbert. He hasn't woken up in 
such a good mood. In fact, there are SO many things to be grumpy about, 
he is a camel who has The Hump. And there is ABSOULTELY NOTHING that 
will get him out of it. Or is there?

WOLF GIRL 12

Author: Anh Do

When Gwen discovers her dad has escaped from Snake Dungeon in Winter 
Hill, she and her pack race to the town, desperate to find out whether her 
mum is still being held there. But when they arrive they realise the Braxans 
are watching them, and when they split up, the dogs start disappearing . . .

Gwen isn't sure who she and her pack can trust in Winter Hill. Will they find 
a way to Snake Dungeon - and if they do make it, who will be waiting for 
them?

A NIGHT ON THE DARLING RIVER

Author: Darry Fraser

Tess Hawthorn is a woman on the run from her abusive husband. All she 
has to do is get on the riverboat Victor and she will be free.

But with tensions at an all-time high between unionist shearers and Scabs, 
Tess isn't the only person trying to board a boat under the cover of night. 
When a brawl erupts between the union and non-union men, Tess is 
mistaken for a fellow Scab and in the chaos pulled aboard the PSRodney- 
the same boat heading up the Darling River that her husband was bound 
for.

The last person Bram Kempster expects to see on board is Tess Hawthorn, 
the girl he's loved from afar since they were young. But he can't afford to 
get distracted, not when he's on an urgent trip to Renmark. Tess didn't 
want him back then and, if her haughty behaviour is anything to go by, she 
certainly doesn't want him now.

 Can they overcome their past in time to work together and survive?
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2025 
IS

WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY
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  INGREDIENTS

- 400g chicken breast
- Salt & Black pepper to taste
- 200g Streaky bacon strips
- 6 Boiled eggs, quartered
- 1Romaine lettuce chopped (or 

other crispy lettuce)
- 2 Large tomatoes, cut into quarters
- 2 Avocados, cut into large pieces
- 200g Gorgonzola dolce (or other 

cheese of choice)
- 2 tbsp chives, finely chopped
- Dressing:
- 1 tbsp Dijon mustard
- 5 tbsp Extra virgin olive oil
- 5 tbsp Apple cider vinegar (sub 

white wine or red wine vinegar)
- ¾ tsp Cooking/kosher salt
- ¼ tsp Black pepper
- 2 tbs Shallot, very finely minced
- ½ tsp White sugar
-

    METHOD

1. Dressing: Shake ingredients in a jar.

2. Flavour  chicken: Poach chicken for 20 minutes 
Cool to room temperature then cut into 2cm 
cubes. Toss with salt, pepper and 2 tablespoons 
of Dressing. Set aside.

3. Cr isp bacon: Place bacon strips in a non-stick 
pan. Turn heat onto medium high ? as the pan      
heats up, the fat will begin to melt. Cook for 2 
minutes until golden. Drain on paper towels. 
Once cool and crisp, chop into 1.5 cm pieces.

4. Assem ble: Spread lettuce on a large platter. 
Arrange the ingredients on top in the Cobb      
Salad signature neat rows: egg, bacon, avocado, 
tomato and chicken. Crumble blue cheese across 
the top, sprinkle with chives. Pour dressing into a 
jug.

5. Serving: Let everybody help themselves to the 
salad and Dressing!

The Mig h t y Cob  Salad  
The mighty Cobb Salad has arrived! All the essential players 

present ? juicy bites of chicken, crispy lettuce, chunks of 
tomato, creamy avocado, salty bacon and creamy blue 
cheese, arranged in the signature rows. Served with a 
homemade Cobb Salad dressing. Salad was never so 

delicious!
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                   FEBRUARY

6 Sophie Wright

8 Hannah Ball

17 Dart

21 Cynthia Wright

24 Lachlan Wright

24 Anna Collins

Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 

   

                  MARCH

2 Karen Coffin

6 Genevieve Robinson

7 Glenda Sibson

9 Thomas Fletcher

18 Laura Litek

20 Georgie Hammarquist

23 David Hammarquist

30 Di Kempton 

                    JANUARY 

           3        Ella Hoseason-Smith

3 Hazel McTaggart

3 John McCleary

17 Nat Rogers

17 Gracie Collins
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARTY: 

The Shire of Upper Gascoyne would like to extend a huge Thank You to the 
Junction Craft Group for hosting the 2024 Community Christmas Party. This event 
is one of the most anticipated events of the year for not only the residents of 
Upper Gascoyne but also residents of surrounding Shires. The Craft Group did a 
great job and everyone who attended had a wonderful time & were very well fed 
indeed. It was great to sit and watch the children of Gascoyne Junction Remote 
Community School perform their dances, skits and songs and see the effort that 
they have been putting in over the last year to deliver an entertaining performance 
for all.

    

STORIES OF THE GASCOYNE: 

Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School are hosting a 'Stories of the 
Gascoyne'  night on the 7th February 2025 at the School. All are welcome to 
attend.
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January at  Gascoyne Junct ion Spor t s Club

The new year brings an incredible opportunity to prioritize your health and 
fitness. By setting realistic, actionable goals, breaking them into manageable 
steps, and staying accountable, you?ll set yourself up for success in 2025. 
Remember, progress takes time, and consistency is more important than 
perfection. Celebrate your wins, big or small, and focus on building habits that 
support a healthier, happier you.

But where do you start? And how do you ensure those resolutions don?t fizzle 
out by February? Let?s explore how you can set goals that work, stay 
accountable, and make 2025 the year you achieve the best version of 
yourself.

Tips for  Set t ing Realist ic Healt h and Fit ness Goals

Now that you understand the importance of goal timelines, let?s explore 
practical strategies for setting achievable health and fitness goals in 2025.

- Be Specif ic

Vague goals like ?get healthy? or ?eat better? lack clarity. To be successful, your 
goals should be specific and measurable. Ask yourself: What do I want to 
achieve? When will I achieve it? How will I measure success?

Example: Instead of saying ?I want to lose weight,? say, ?I want to lose 6 kgs by 
April by exercising 4 days a week and tracking my calorie intake.?

- Make Them  Realist ic

Set goals that are challenging yet attainable. Unrealistic goals set you up for 
failure and frustration. Consider your current fitness level, lifestyle, and time 
commitments when setting your targets.

Example: If you?re new to exercise, don?t commit to working out 7 days a 
week. Start with 3 or 4 sessions and build from there.

- Break  Big Goals int o Sm aller  St eps

Large goals can feel intimidating, so break them into smaller, actionable 
steps. For example, if your goal is to lose 20 kgs in a year, focus on losing 1 to 
2 kgs per month.

- Set  a Tim eline

Deadlines create urgency and motivation. Attach a timeline to each goal and 
track your progress regularly.

Example: ?I will run 2 km without stopping by the end of March.?
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-   Focus on Habit s, Not  Just  Out com es

Sustainable results come from building healthy habits. Shift your focus from 
purely outcome-based goals (e.g., lose 10 kgs) to habit-based goals (e.g., 
exercise 30 minutes daily or eat vegetables with every meal).

- Wr it e Your  Goals Down

Writing down your goals makes them tangible and helps solidify your 
commitment. Keep them visible in a journal, on a vision board, or as 
reminders on your phone.

- Track  Your  Progress

Regularly monitor your progress to stay motivated. Use fitness apps, journals, 
or calendars to record your workouts, food intake, and milestones.

- Celebrat e Sm all Wins

Rewarding yourself for reaching short-term and medium-term goals helps 
reinforce positive behavior. Treat yourself to a new workout outfit, a massage, 
or a fun experience when you hit key milestones.    
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Break fast  Meal Prep Recipe:

Healt hy Egg Muf f ins (5 Easy Ways)

Having a healthy, filling breakfast doesn't have to

 take a lot of time. In fact, there are so many options

 that can be prepped ahead so you can have a

 breakfast that 's ready in just a few minutes.  

      

     INGREDIENTS

- Ext ra-virgin olive oil: You?ll need a 
neutral oil to coat the muffin pan 
and prevent the egg base from 
sticking. You can also use avocado 
oil.

- Eggs: Eggs are a great source of 
lean protein. You?ll need a half 
dozen large eggs to make 6 to 8 egg 
cups (depending on the size of your 
muffin tin).

- Milk  (optional): It?s not necessary, 
but adding milk makes the egg 
muffins fluffy and puff up more. Try 
it!

- Salt  and pepper  (to taste): To 
enhance the naturally smooth and 
buttery egg flavor.

METHOD

 Choose your  f lavor : First, choose the  

ingredients you want to use and prep the 

veggies.

1. Prepare for  bak ing: Then, preheat your 
oven to 200C and coat a muffin pan with 
extra virgin olive oil (or silicone liners). 
Set aside

2. Mix egg base: Meanwhile, make the egg 
base. Crack the eggs into a large bowl 
and then add the milk (if using) and salt 
and pepper. Whisk until the eggs are 
light and fluffy.

3.  Add -MIX IN VARIETIES:
- Fet a, cher ry t om at o & basil 
- Mushroom , parsley & parm esan
- Bell pepper  (precooked), sun-dr ied 

t om at o & spinach
- Chicken, avocado,t om at o, cheese
- Bacon (precooked), onion, cheddar

    5.  Bake: Transfer to your preheated      
oven and bake until firm and golden on 
top (15 to 20 minutes). Remove from the 
oven and let cool for 5 to 10 minutes 
before taking them off the pan.

  

 St or ing: To store, let them cool      

completely. Then, transfer them 

to an airtight container (or 

single-serving resealable bags) and 

refrigerate them for up to 4 days. They 

can also be wrapped individually in 

some parchment paper and frozen for 

up to 3 months.
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups

 and not for profit organisations.

gASSiFIEDS

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

He was bald.

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

A man who was outside in the rain without an 
umbrella or hat didn?t get a single hair on his 

head wet. Why?



31



32



33

KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

What question can you never answer yes to? 

ANSWER: Are you asleep yet?
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