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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 12th February

Wednesday 26th March 

Wednesday  30th April 

Wednesday 28th May 

Wednesday 25th June 

Wednesday 23rd July

Wednesday 27th August

Wednesday 24th September

Wednesday 22nd October

Wednesday 26th November

Wednesday 17th December 

Council meetings 
commence at 8:30am in the 
Shire Council Chambers 
located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents 
are welcome to attend the 
council meetings and 
participate in the Public 
Question Time session 
which is held at the 
beginning of each Council 
Meeting.

CEO Repor t

I trust that everyone has had a great festive period and we can now look 
forward to 2025 and see what eventuates. We are scheduled to have both 
a Federal and State Election and the results will impact on Local 
Governments. The Shire President and myself have had meeting with 
Mem Beard and Melissa Price and we put forward some priorities both at 
a Federal and State level that will benefit our Shire.

I can concur with Jarrod that we have had a very hot last month with our 
temps equalling the national record. Although its good to go up in lights I 
would prefer it for other things as this heat is extremely taxing on our 
outside staff in particularly Ali, Nat and Brendon.

Over the break I was busy completing our Reg 17 and Financial 
Management recommendations. The majority are complete just waiting 
on our joint management review and then we can bring these back to the 
Audit and Risk Committee for their consideration.

It is pleasing to see that the fruits of our labour over the last three years is 
starting to bear fruit with the ILUA for the residential land and new waste 
site all but signed off by the Yinggarda native tit le holders. Our Town 
Planning Scheme Amendment No 1 has nearly reached the zenith of the 
process with only Ministerial approval required, unfortunately now that 
the State Government are now in ?caretaker mode? we shall have to wait 
until after the election. Once this is done Development WA and the Shire 
can develop the Commercial lots.

Since our last meeting the Shire have experienced significant damage to 
our essential public assets have necessitated the Shire activating the 
DRFAWA. The Shires of Murchison and Carnarvon are also making a claim 
for this event.

Things are moving along with trying to find a lessee for the Junction 
Tourist Park. The Shire have appointed a commercial real estate company 
to market the property, and they will present offers once they are 
finalised.

Unfortunately, we have had another death out at the Mount. It appears 
another tourist underestimated the heat and paid the ultimate price. Our 
most sincere condolences go out to all the family and friends of the 
deceased.

It has been a month or so of illness cursing through our Administration 
team with COVID rearing its ugly head. I thought I had managed to dodge 
this awful infliction over time however, it managed to get me, good, much 
to the delight of some of my colleagues, and I had to take a week off.
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Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

The start to 2025 has been like most years?  hot! We are making sure our outside staff 
are taking measures to keep hydrated and safe during the hot period.Planning our 
crews work schedule throughout the day to keep them out of the heat in the afternoons 
and setting realistic expectations has been priority for the management team. The start 
to the year has as usual been quite busy and reactive. The weather, equipment 
breakdowns and planned maintenance has thrown a few spanners in the works 
however the team is still delivering.

We engaged Westrac, Pridham Mechanical and C?von Auto Electrics to carry out planned 
maintenance at the beginning of January. Most of the work has been completed except 
for defects that were found along the way. Unfortunately, we had to replace one of our 
light trailers as the existing water wheel trailer was beyond repair. Some other more 
significant unplanned repairs included replacing complete axles in a side tipper, full 
brake replacement on the Mack and clutch replacement in the Kenworth prime mover.

The new 150M grader arrived mid-January and has been put straight to work. The 
incumbent grader has been taken to Manheim Auctions and will go under the hammer 
along with the CAT prime mover on the 13th February.

Unfortunately, we have another potential flood damage claim thanks to a rain event just 
before Christmas. While the event was widespread the bulk of the damage occurred on 
C?von Mullewa Road, Dooley Downs and Ullawarra Rd. We have submitted our 
preliminary flood damage notice to DFES and are awaiting a response. The Shires of 
Carnarvon and Murchison have also submitted claims.

Our graders have tidied up Ullawarra, Landor Meeka and C?von Mullewa roads, they will 
work their way across to Mt Augustus to complete Dolley Downs. We have engaged 
Barkly day from Mt Vernon to repair Pingandy Rd and Greg Watters to tidy up the Mt 
Clere and Waldburg roads. There was significant damaged caused to the Congo Creek 
concrete crossing on the southern end of the C?von Mullewa Road. Unfortunately, at the 
time it happened our works crew and contractors had knocked off for the year. As a 
result, we could not affect adequate repairs until early January. The road was closed to 
all traffic during this time. Due to pressure to reopen the road and the safety hazard we 
determined the crossing needed to be repaired under the DRFAWA Immediate Works 
provisions. As such a RFQ was conducted and Yuin Pastoral will be reinstating the 
damaged sections of concrete crossing this week. We are also conducting a RFQ for 
repairs to the bitumen on C?von Mullewa Road.

MTF have returned from the break and picked up from where they left off with the C?von 
Mullewa bitumen upgrades. They have almost completed the reconstruction of the 
subbase and will begin importing the basecourse this month. They are on track to 
complete the project by April/May. Once done there they will mobilise across to the 
Landor Meekatharra Road to complete our RRG resheeting works.

Our works crew have remobilised back to finish off our RRG Remote Communities 
resheeting near the Landor racecourse. There is only 2km to be done there before we 
move over to the C?von Mullewa Road, south of Glenburgh, to complete our R2R 
resheeting and stabilising project.It will be a big push to complete the works before the 
end of the financial year.
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Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

Happy New Year one and all and hope everyone enjoyed their break.

Our team has hit the ground running and has worked hard bringing all leave 
accumulated work up to date. Brooke attended Department of Transport training in 
January and is looking forward to getting to know the system better and being able to 
provide support to the community. Thank you team you have certainly done well.

No doubt my report will be more detailed as the year progresses.

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

We saw 2024 finish with a fun afternoon of Christmas games and activities for the kids 
and a successful Community Christmas Party hosted by the Junction Craft Group.

Our GP, Nursing and Physio clinics have recommenced for 2025 with dates locked in for 
the rest of the year. With the GP clinic on the first Wednesday of every month and 
Nursing and Physio clinics on the third Wednesday of every month.

Tour ism  & Com m unit y Developm ent

A busy time of the year behind the scenes in tourism as preparation for new tourism 
assets and marketing campaigns for the region and the Shire are compiled in readiness 
for the upcoming season. The new Australia?s Golden Outback Planner & Map has gone 
to print, an update to the Wander Outback brochure in readiness for the Perth Caravan 
and Camping Show and a refresh of the Outback Pathways Guide. The AGO is set to 
launch the Detour Gascoyne Murchison Campaign in mid February with a focus on 
digital and radio in the lead up to the Perth Caravan and Camping Show. This year the 
Shire will be working with the Shire of Carnarvon to collaborate on enticing visitors to 
our region at the four day event. Data is showing that 62% of our visitors to the Shire of 
Upper Gascoyne are spending the night before visiting us in Carnarvon and 63% are 
staying in Carnarvon the night after visiting us in Carnarvon. This collaboration with our 
neighbors is a trial to see if it is something to continue moving forward at other similar 
events.

The main focus in January has been on finding new lessee?s for the pub and the 
associated messaging and marketing around this. The appointed broker has a marketing 
campaign in place and the Gascoyne Development Commission has also offered us 
support in getting the message out. A campaign has been developed for when business 
resumes. The Accommodation Capability Program is drawing to a close with great 
outcomes for participants. A full report will be finalized by March to be presented to 
council. 
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Town Signage is in the design phase with a proposed installation date of April/May for 
the new tourism season. The signage will be part of a walking trail around town and also 
at the Gascoyne Junction Historical Museum.exploring the region easier for our visitors.

An audit of Outback Pathways signs is also being undertaken, and new signage locations 
identified to make  exploring the region easier for our visitors.

The next meeting in the process of achieving Dark Sky Community Accreditation will be 
held in mid February with a timeline to be established. Work is underway to coordinate 
Dark Sky events throughout the Shire over the coming months. Our Music in the Park 
series to be held on the 4th Saturday of the month from May through September is 
coming together with acts locked in for May and June.

Preliminary meetings in regards to the Gascoyne Arts Strategy have begun and a 
submission from the Shire towards the literature review has been submitted. 
Consultants will be in Gascoyne Junction for a day mid March to undertake a community 
consultation process. The visit for the Gascoyne will coordinate with visits to the Shire of 
Carnarvon and Shark Bay.

There has been a spotlight on the Shire of Upper Gascoyne with articles appearing in the 
following:

Dark sky tourism displays astronomical potential |  Austrade in Austrade Visitor News

https:// info.thewest.com.au/westadvertising/feature/15122024/page6.html Outback 
Explore 14-15 December 2024 Various articles have appeared in print due to the high 
temperatures in the region along with a radio interview on February 1, Saturday 
breakfast.

https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/news/dark-sky-tourism-displays-astronomical-potential?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=THRIVE-2030&utm_content=stories#msdynttrid=_zV6wt0roAImGedCOmZjnRqZWB7KCtOG8nPZA_Oqkd0
https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/news/dark-sky-tourism-displays-astronomical-potential?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=THRIVE-2030&utm_content=stories#msdynttrid=_zV6wt0roAImGedCOmZjnRqZWB7KCtOG8nPZA_Oqkd0
https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/news/dark-sky-tourism-displays-astronomical-potential?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=THRIVE-2030&utm_content=stories#msdynttrid=_zV6wt0roAImGedCOmZjnRqZWB7KCtOG8nPZA_Oqkd0
https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/news/dark-sky-tourism-displays-astronomical-potential?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=THRIVE-2030&utm_content=stories#msdynttrid=_zV6wt0roAImGedCOmZjnRqZWB7KCtOG8nPZA_Oqkd0
https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/news/dark-sky-tourism-displays-astronomical-potential?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=THRIVE-2030&utm_content=stories#msdynttrid=_zV6wt0roAImGedCOmZjnRqZWB7KCtOG8nPZA_Oqkd0
https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/news/dark-sky-tourism-displays-astronomical-potential?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=THRIVE-2030&utm_content=stories#msdynttrid=_zV6wt0roAImGedCOmZjnRqZWB7KCtOG8nPZA_Oqkd0
https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/news/dark-sky-tourism-displays-astronomical-potential?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=THRIVE-2030&utm_content=stories#msdynttrid=_zV6wt0roAImGedCOmZjnRqZWB7KCtOG8nPZA_Oqkd0
https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/news/dark-sky-tourism-displays-astronomical-potential?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=THRIVE-2030&utm_content=stories#msdynttrid=_zV6wt0roAImGedCOmZjnRqZWB7KCtOG8nPZA_Oqkd0
https://info.thewest.com.au/westadvertising/feature/15122024/page6.html%20Outback%20Explore%2014-15
https://info.thewest.com.au/westadvertising/feature/15122024/page6.html%20Outback%20Explore%2014-15
https://info.thewest.com.au/westadvertising/feature/15122024/page6.html%20Outback%20Explore%2014-15
https://info.thewest.com.au/westadvertising/feature/15122024/page6.html%20Outback%20Explore%2014-15
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and  event s in 

t he upper  gascoyne. 

Northern Guardian - Wednesday 9th June 2004



13

    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  cel ebr it ies...
The CRC is on the look out for our next 

SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to 
get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 
team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

SAY G'DAY TO...

Full nam e:  Jeffrey Pyman

Nicknam e:  Piecart

Place of  bir t h: Quorn, South Australia 

Where did you grow  up? Quorn

Favour it e food? Chicken Parmie, Vindaloo Curry

Favour it e anim al? Red/ Blue Healer 

Foot y t eam : Western Bull Dogs

What  is on your  bucket  l ist : -  

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne? To work and learn this part of Australia 

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Just moved here 4 weeks ago

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne? Wonderful people and great country

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne? The Race day 
sounds great to attend and music events sound great as well 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

  

WHEN COOKIE CRUMBLED

Author: Michelle Robinson

When Cookie Crumbed is about being proud of being unique.

Michael doesn?t want to be like the rest ? he wants to be Michael. But when 
Michael starts to feel like he can?t be himself, he feels all alone and the poor 
cookie crumbles? .
Will his brothers and sisters be there for him when he needs them most?

DOG MAN: BIG JIM BEGINS

Author: Dave Pilkey

In DOG MAN: BIG JIM BEGINS, discover the origin of our beloved 
characters from the Dog Man series as they join forces to stop the Space 
Cuties from destroying the city. Will the past predict the future for Dog 
Man and his friends? Will goodness and bravery prevail? Can anything 
happen if you truly believe?

THE WEDDING PARTY

Author: Rebecca Heath

A group of  old f r iends. A gr ieving m ot her . A lying br ide.

Adele and Jason are childhood sweethearts. Their wedding day on the 
sunny Australian coast is a chance to reunite and celebrate with friends 
and family.
But Adele isn't telling the truth about her relationship. And some of the 
wedding party ? still reeling from a tragic death in the group a decade 
before ? hold secrets of their own.

What  happened on t he jet t y all t hose years ago was an accident , 
everyone agrees.

Or do they?
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  INGREDIENTS

- 150g (2/3 cup) dried risoni pasta

- 250ml (1 cup) pouring cream

- 2 tsp Chicken Stock Powder

- 2 garlic cloves, crushed

- 1 tsp Dijon mustard

- 600g green prawns, peeled, 

deveined, tails intact

- 150g (1 cup) frozen peas, thawed 

(see tip)

- Fresh continental parsley leaves, to 

serve

- Shaved Parmesan Cheese, to serve

 

    METHOD

1. Preheat oven to 200°C/180°C fan forced. Cook 
risoni in a saucepan of boiling water for 4 minutes 
or until partially cooked. Drain.

2. Meanwhile, combine the cream, stock powder, 
garlic and mustard in small bowl.

3. Tear four 30cm square sheets of foil. Divide the 
risoni evenly among the sheets and pull the edges 
of the foil up slightly. Top the risoni with the 
prawns and peas. Pour over the cream mixture.

4. Fold the foil and paper to enclose the filling and 
seal tightly. Place onto a large baking tray and 
bake for 15 minutes or until the prawns change 
colour. Sprinkle with parsley and Parmesan to 
serve.

Easy Cream y Garlic Praw n

Past a Bake Baked in  foil and  ready in  just  40 m inutes, th is easy 
seafood bake is packed w ith  p raw ns and rison i - perfect  

for a w eekn igh t  d inner.

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/prawn-recipes
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                   APRIL

3 Mitchell Hoseason-Smith

8 Bridie Walker

11 Riley McKeough

15 Katelyn Wright

Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 

   

                  MARCH

2 Karen Coffin

6 Genevieve Robinson

7 Glenda Sibson

9 Thomas Fletcher

18 Laura Litek

20 Georgie Hammarquist

23 David Hammarquist

30 Di Kempton 

                    MAY

           3 Dylan Hoseason-Smith

9 Kevan "Pronto" Brand

27 Barney McTaggart
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RECORD TEMPERATURES

February saw high temperatures in Gascoyne Junction.  On Sunday Feb 3, 
Gascoyne Junction recorded its highest official temperature with the Bureau of 
Meteorology at 49 degrees surpassing the previous highest recorded temperature 
of 48.8 degrees on February 6, 1991.  

Not to settle there, the record was broken again on Monday Feb 4, with the 
mercury reaching 49.2 degrees to set yet another record.  According to the Bureau 
of Meteorology this is the first time two consecutive days of 49 degrees and over 
has been recorded in Western Australia. 

GASCOYNE JUNCTION WEATHER FACTS

Highest  Recorded Tem perat ure: 

48.8 degrees on 6 February 1991 NOW 49.2 degrees on 4 February 2025

Lowest  Recorded Tem perat ure: 1.3 degrees on 10 August 1968

Highest  Annual Rainfall: 550.4mm in 1923

Lowest  Annual Rainfall: 39.8mm in 1956

Average Rainfall 1907 t o 2021: 212.9mm  

GASCOYNE JUNCTION PUB UPDATE

Work has been going on both in and out of the Shire offices to secure a new 
lessee for the Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist Park.  Peter Loughton and the 
team from Summit Realty in Bunbury have been appointed as the commercial 
brokers.  They have received a high level of interest and have narrowed down to 
several keen interested parties who have toured the facility over the past week.  A 
nation wide marketing campaign was undertaken by Peter and was supported by 
a media release that the Shire developed in partnership with the Gascoyne 
Development Commission.  Our search for a lessee has been on TV, radio and in 
digital and print media.

Interested parties are preparing their applications for the Shire to consider and 
we hope we are not too far way from being able to appoint the next lessee to 
carry on the tradition of the Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist Park.  We 
understand how important the pub is to our community and those who visit, and 
we appreciate your patience whilst we find the best candidate for the job.
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March at  Gascoyne Junct ion Spor t s Club: 

Start your morning right with this quick full-body workout. Whether it 's before work 
or after the kids school drop, this is perfect for busy parents or those with a busy 
schedule.

15 MINUTE WORKOUT: 

Repeat this circuit 2 times and rest 60 seconds between sets.
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Overnight oats

Adapt this recipe for easy overnight oats to

 suit your tastes. You can add dried fruit, seeds

 and nuts, grated apple or pear or chopped

 tropical fruits for the perfect healthy breakfast       

 

    INGREDIENTS

- ¼ tsp ground cinnamon

- 50g rolled porridge oats

- 2 tbsp natural yogurt

- 50g mixed berries

- drizzle of honey

- ½ tbsp nut butter

- (we used almond)

METHOD

 st ep 1

The night before serving, stir the 

cinnamon and 100ml water (or milk) 

into your oats with a pinch of salt.

st ep 2

The next day, loosen with a litt le more 

water (or milk) if needed. Top with the 

yogurt, berries, a drizzle of honey and 

the nut butter.  

What  are overnight  oat s?

Overnight oats are basically oats which 

have been left to soak overnight in milk 

or water, rather than being cooked in the 

morning. This no-cook method allows the 

oats to absorb the liquid overnight and 

soften them so that they are ready to eat 

in the morning. This makes overnight 

oats a quick and easy breakfast option, 

and you can easily customise them with 

different toppings and sauces.

Nutrition: Per serving

kcal 348

fat 11g

saturates 2g

carbs 46.07g

sugars 13g

fibre 6g

protein 13g

salt 0.17g

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/cinnamon-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/cinnamon-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/oats-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/oats-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/oats-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/yogurt-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/yogurt-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/honey-glossary
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups

 and not for profit organisations.

gASSiFIEDS

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

If your answer was "riddle," you are 
correct.

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

I'm a mystery, but I've given you the clues to solve 
me. You see me now, and my answer is myself. 

What am I?
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KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

It belongs to you, but your friends use it more. 
What is it? 

ANSWER: Your name
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