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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 12th February
Wednesday 26th March
Wednesday 30th April
Wednesday 28th May
Wednesday 25th June
Wednesday 23rd July
Wednesday 27th August
Wednesday 24th September
Wednesday 22nd October
Wednesday 26th November
Wednesday 17th December

Council meetings
commence at 8:30am in the
Shire Council Chambers
located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents
are welcome to attend the
council meetings and
participate in the Public
Question Time session
which is held at the
beginning of each Council
Meeting.
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FOUNCILNEWS

CEO Report

This has been a relatively long month between Council Meetings although
relatively short from a working perspective given the Easter and ANZAC
Day Public Holidays. My primary focus has been on getting ready for the
budget and ensuring that we have the necessary processes in place to
enable a smooth transition from our Ministerial Rates Approval to a
Differential Rates model.

Unfortunately, our ILUA with the Yinggarda people fell in a hole which has
created a very difficult situation especially around waste disposal. | think |
may have found an alternative to the problem at hand and will further
discuss this at this Concept Forum.

The Junction Pub and Tourist Precinct Lease has been largely finalised with
a few minor changes to be applied. The various contractors have been
working hard to complete many of the repairs and up-grading in the
shortest possible time. | estimate it will take another two to three weeks to
have all the works completed.

The works associated with the RO Plant continue to move forward. Given
the complexity of this project it is a credit to Sean that it appears that it will
be delivered on time and on budget.

The CEO Office development is continuing to progress. We had four
companies provide quotations for the works and we chose Paul Kearney
to undertake the works. These works will more than likely be completed in
the 25/26 financial year, however, at this stage it appears that we will be
under budget which is another good result for the Shire.

At the time of writing we are preparing for ANZAC Day, | would like to
thank Brooke for taking the lead. | would also like to thank Kenny and
Diane Kempton for opening their home for an after ANZAC Service
function.



COUNCILNEWS

Manager of Finance and Corporate Services

March has been a busy month for the Team with the finalisation and adoption by
Council of the mandatory 24/25 Budget Review. Many thanks for all who assisted in the
completion of this process, as it takes a considerable amount of time to collate, review
and update the Shire budget.

Brooke, our CRC Customer Service Officer, hosted the Kids Easter Activity Event on
Tuesday 8th April which was enjoyed by all who participated.

Candice Murphy, our new Senior Finance Officer, started with us on the 31st March. So if
you see her around town please take a moment to say a 'Hello' and welcome her to the
Junction.

The team has been busy in sourcing a new tenant for the Gascoyne Junction Pub and
Tourist Park and are now in negotiations in relation to opening date and lease terms and
conditions. Hopefully we will be in position to promote the opening of this facility in the
near future.

As usual the team has worked hard throughout the month and wiithout your efforts we
would not be able to achieve what we do. Well Done!

Gascoyne Junction
Community Resource Centre
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Community Resource Centre Update

The CRC hosted an afternoon of Easter activities for kids, featuring a few rounds of
Easter bingo and an Easter egg hunt around the CRC and Shire building. The event was
well attended, with some of the station kids stopping in to join the fun.

We've finalised the date for this year’s Flu Vaccine Clinic in Gascoyne Junction, which will
take place on Wednesday, May 21. Appointments can be booked via the Shire website

The 2025 Events Calendar is starting to fill up, with our first Music in the Park series
kicking off in conjunction with Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School’s Pink
Stumps Day fundraiser on Saturday May 24.



COUNCILNEWS

Tourism Report

Another successful Caravan and Camping Show, this time in conjunction with the Shire
of Carnarvon with the launch of the ‘Go With The Flow’ brand. The brand supports the
data collected that almost 63% of visitors to the Upper Gascoyne are spending the night
before or night after visiting the Upper Gascoyne in Carnarvon. Visitors are travelling
through Carnarvon but the Go With The Flow brand is encouraging them to flow along
the Gascoyne River to the Upper Gascoyne and head back to Wooramel or to Coral Bay
after visiting Kennedy Range and Mount Augustus. Visitors to the stand really made the
connection of being able to get to Carnarvon and come and visit Gascoyne Junction and
beyond. Collaborations with Carnarvon will continue on this proposal working at events,
and undertaking joint marketing initiatives.

The Gascoyne Murchison DeTour campaign has been achieving great results as part of
the funding agreement with the Gascoyne Murchison Outback Pathways program and
Australia’s Golden Outback. In the first six weeks of the eight-week campaign there have
been almost 17K hits on the DeTour Landing page and increase of 349% on the previous
year along side great reach on paid social ads and impressions. The Biggest BBQ has had
170 click throughs as an individual page.

With the Pub reopening imminent we have also commenced a digital marketing
campaign with three messages to promote the Upper Gascoyne. The first is to promote
Gascoyne Junction and encourage voting as the WA Tiny Tourism Town in 2025. The
second is a campaign on visiting the Upper Gascoyne as we are business as usual
advising of the pub reopening date. The third is a campaign re the pub specifically that
the pub is reopening and to drive bookings.
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SHIRE OF UPPER GASCOYNE — CARNARVON MULLEWA RD UPGRADE
MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT - APRIL 2025

Start Date: 25 November 2024

Contractor MTF Services Forecast Completion

Date: May 2025

Project Overview

The upgrade project consists of the upgrade of approx. 10 — 12km of the Carnarvon Mullewa Rd from
gravel to seal. The work involves several discontinuous segments east of Pells Crossing and west of Cobra
Dairy Creek Rd

The work is funded 100% by Main Roads WA. The earthworks and pavement work are being completed by
MTF.

The spray sealing work is to be completed by Colas. Sealing is scheduled for early May 2025.

Works this period (April 2025) Works next period (May 2025)

« Estimating remainder of pavement works from
original scope (up to Slk 113.7) will be completed
by early May.

» Estimating reworks of the four non-conforming
Lots to be completed by mid to late May.

» Estimating face up and final trim along with drains
works to be completed by end of May.

» Estimating all signage to be reinstated by late
May / early June.

e« Completed 4km of pavement warks of the
original scope (Slk 94.17 - 95.17, Slk 109.660 -
113.700).

o Completed 6 stabilised pavement floodway’s
and 1 stabilised approach of the original
scope.

e Completed 2.3km of provisional pavement
works (Slk 113.700 - 116.00). Some areas
require rework due to failing to meet
compaction requirements.

« Completed 4 provisional stabilised pavement
floodway’s.

« Sealing Contractor onsite meeting and
importing of Aggregate commenced in mid-

April.
Status Breakdown
Carnarvon Clearing Embank't | Subgrade | Drainage | Sr2biised | pocecourse Overall
Mullewa Rd Floodways
10km
upgrade 100% 100% 100% 0% 69% 70% 79%







BLASTFROMTHE PAST

THISSEGMENTOF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS AND EVENTSIN
THEUPPERGASCOYNE.

Northern Guardian - Wednesday 27th August 2003



The CRC is on the look out for our next
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to get to
know youl!

Full name: Ta-Leah Podmore

Nickname: Tpodsy

Place of birth: Subiaco

Favourite food? Sunday Pork Roast

Favourite animal? Leopard shark (one of my tattoos)

Footy team: I'm more of a netball gal (Go Fever!)

Where did you grow up? Carnarvon

What is on your Bucket List? Swim with whale shark and manta rays in Exy
Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne? | needed a change and wanted to save up
How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne? 2 weeks

What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne? The peace and quiet

What services or events would you like to see in the Upper Gascoyne? Rain and some
markets

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which
footy team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now
with your answers to the questions above!
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DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOK IT STINKS
Author: Andy Lee

Poor Wizz finds himself in some extremely smelly situations, which
worsen at every turn of the page!

In their milestone tenth book in the series, Andy Lee and Heath
McKenzie's latest work really STINKS! Poor Wizz finds himself in some
extremely smelly situations, which worsen at every turn of the page.
Prepare for laugh out loud and relatable moments as Wizz attempts to
cope with some of the worst smells you can experience. Buckle up for a

sensory overload, if you dare turn the page!

WHALEFALL
Author: Daniel Kraus

Jay Gardiner has given himself a fool's errand: to find the remains of his
deceased father in the Pacific Ocean off the coast of California. He knows
it's a long shot, but Jay feels it's the only way for him to lift the weight of
guilt he has carried since his dad's death the previous year.

The dive begins well enough, but the sudden appearance of a giant squid
puts Jay in very real jeopardy, made infinitely worse by the arrival of a
sperm whale looking to feed. Suddenly, Jay is caught in the squid's
tentacles and drawn into the whale's mouth where he is pulled into the
first of its four stomachs. He quickly realizes he has only one hour before
his oxygen tanks run out - one hour to defeat his demons and escape the
belly of a whale.

MORE GREAT AUSTRALIAN OUTBACK POLICE STORIES
Author: Bill 'Swampy' Marsh

FROM SOME OF THE BIGGEST BEATS IN THE WORLD COME THESE
UNFORGETTABLE TALES OF ADVENTURE AND MISADVENTURE, DRAMA
AND MAYHEM, LARRIKINISM AND LAUGHTER.

Australia's outback police have seen it all: natural disasters, incredible acts
of selflessness, unspeakable crimes and daring rescues, to name just a
few. And they've met some unforgettable characters along the way. This
memorable and eye-opening collection of real-life accounts from cops on
the frontline in the heart of Australia is by turns inspiring, poignant,
heartbreaking and hilarious.
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Bang bang chicken chow mein

METHOD

Step 1

Preheat oven to 220C/200C fan forced. Line a large
baking tray with baking paper. Arrange chicken on the
tray. Bake for 15 minutes or until golden and cooked
through.

Step 2

Meanwhile, prepare the noodles following packet
directions.

Step 3

Heat the oil in a large deep frying pan over high heat.
Stir-fry celery and carrot for 2-3 minutes or until slightly
tender. Add corn, bean, garlic and ginger. Stir fry for 2

minutes. Add shallot and noodles, then toss to combine.

Step 4

Combine the honey soy sauce, sriracha and 80ml (V4
cup) water in a small bowl. Drizzle noodle mixture with
half of the sauce mixture. Toss for 2 minutes or until
heated through and noodles are well coated.

Step 5

Slice chicken into strips and toss with remaining sauce
mixture. Divide noodle mixture among serving bowls.

Top with chicken and sprinkle with extra shallot, to serve.

INGREDIENTS

400g pkt Chicken Burgers Plain
Crumb

3409 pkt Asia Thin Egg
Noodles

1tbsp vegetable oil

2 celery sticks, trimmed, sliced
diagonally

1large carrot, peeled, cut into
matchsticks

1009 (2/3 cup) frozen corn

150g green beans, trimmed,
sliced diagonally

2 garlic cloves, crushed

2 tsp finely grated fresh ginger
2 green shallots, sliced
diagonally, plus extra to serve
160mI (2/3 cup) honey soy sauce
1tbsp sriracha

Meal prep tip

Prep your vegetables ahead and
tore them in an airtight container

in the fridge.

15


https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/chicken-recipes
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19
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MAY
Dylan Hoseason-Smith
Kevan "Pronto" Brand

Barney McTaggart

JUNE

Brooke Podmore
Heejong Hwang
Cherie Walker
Sean Walker
Alex Ball

13
17
24
27

JULY
Blanche Walker
Hamish McTaggart
Darcy McKeough
Dameon Whitby
Jarrod Walker

Jamie Podmore
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GASSY GOSSIP

Kids Easter Activity:

The CRC hosted a fantastic afternoon of Easter activities for the children of the
Upper Gascoyne, and what a time we had!

From lively games of Easter Bingo to tricky "Guess the Word" challenges, there was
plenty of fun and laughter. We wrapped up the day with an exciting Easter treasure
hunt, where kids followed clues that led them to a bag full of Easter treats- a sweet
reward for all their clever detective work!

A big thank you to everyone who joined us - we loved seeing so many smiling faces!

Anzac Day:

Our annual ANZAC Day Service was again well attended with people paying their
respects. The Carnarvon Horsemans Club travelled to Gascoyne Junction to lead
the march down Gregory Street. Shire Deputy President Cr Hamish McTaggart was
MC for the event and did a great job. Corporal Gillespie, Shire President Cr Jim
Caunt, Cr Blanche Walker, Cr Will Baston and school leaders Sophie and Bridie,
from the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School, all spoke during the
service. A special thank you goes to Ken and Di Kempton, who generously offered
their hospitality and hosted a sausage sizzle after the service. It was a wonderful
way to continue the spirit as we enjoyed the traditional Collingwood v Essendon
ANZAC Day game.
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GASSY GOSSIP

UPCOMING EVENT:
DO IT FOR DOLLY DAY, FRIDAY MAY 9 2025:

On Do It For Dolly Day, we're joining together to raise awareness for bullying
prevention, spread kindness and promote support throughout our community.

The Shire of Upper Gascoyne will be dressing in blue and visiting the Gascoyne
Junction Remote Community School, where students will also be going blue and
decorating cupcakes to sell as part of the fundraiser.

We'll be firing up the BBQ for a sausage sizzle, and there'll be some fun raffles with
cool prizes up for grabs!

If you are unable to attend in person please send us a photo of you wearing BLUE!
#DoltForDollyDay #BeKind #UpperGascoyneCommunity
Join Our Team - Support a Great Cause!

We'd love for you to be part of our efforts! Please join our team and donate to
help raise awareness and support for bullying prevention through Do It For Dolly
Day.

Every little bit counts and goes a long way in spreading kindness and making a
difference.

https://www.dollysdream.org.au/join/shireofuppergascoyne

18
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GASSY GOSSIP

May at Gascoyne Junction Sports Club:

5 Fitness Tips for a Better Lifestyle

Hydration is the key!

Drinking fluids in general will help you keep healthy. A hydrated body delivers
more energy, improved stamina and alertness. If weight loss is your particular
goal, drinking ice water burns extra calories due to the body having to warm up
to counter temperature change. Avoid drinking fizzy drinks as much as possible; a
lot of people are unaware actually how much sugar is in them, which is
subsequently stored by your body if you do not have an active lifestyle.

Variety is the spice of life

Combining cardio and weight training is a very effective way to keep healthy.
Cardio training is the best way to burn fat during activities but effective weight
training creates an after burn effect, which means your body burns calories even
after you've finished exercising.

Interval training

Finding enough time to work out can be an issue. Interval training is based on
higher intensity work for shorter periods of time. This method is far more time
friendly and can offer better results than steady workouts done at one particular
speed.

Procrastination Kkills

If you wait for the perfect conditions you'll never get started, equally you need to
enjoy your exercise if it's going to become a permanent part of your lifestyle.
Remember there is no one set path to achieving your goal. Find what works best
for and stick with it! The most important thing is getting started, ‘80% of success
is showing up’ - Woody Allen

What motivates you?

Find a workout partner to train with, interaction with people whilst exercising can
distract the brain from the activity and help you go for longer. Set yourself
realistic goals over specific periods of time.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR GASCOYNE JUNCTION FAST FOUR DOUBLES
TENNIS TOURNAMENT.

Contact the CRC if you are interested in participating.
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GASSIFIEDS

Department of
Education

GOVERMMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The WA Student Assistance Payment :ﬁ-":,";;*sQ\
Helping you get the things you need for your kids. E 4Juy,

If you're a parent or carer of

school-aged kids, you can

For ecich Kindargairten claim the second round of the

and primary school student \

$250

For each secondary
school student

WA Student Assistance Payment.

All WA school kids from Kindergarten
to Year 12 are eligible if they are

enrolled at school. You can claim

through the ServiceWA app, online

| . . s
or by sending in a claim form.

\ For more information on how to claim
. = v e education.wa.edu.au/wasap
Claim on the
ServiceWA app

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $44.60
AS - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or
crc@Quppergascoyne.wa.gov.au




WESTERN AUSTRALIA

:‘ASTROTOURISM

Scorpius Rises

Can you spot the constellation of Scorpius that rises after the Moon on 13th May?

Scorpius, more commonly referred to as Scorpio, is a great constellation to identify
over the autumn and winter nights ahead. That's because it is a large constellation
that looks like its namesake! Sometimes it’s quite difficult to make out the shape of
constellations, but you should have some success with Scorpius!

From the beginning of May you'll find Scorpius rising on the south eastern horizon.
Try stargazing on 13th May when you can use the Moon as a guide to find the
constellation. The full moon is visible for most of the night, rising at dusk at 5.33pm.
The head of the scorpion is nestled up against the Moon and the body stretches over
to the right with a curve leading to a sting in the tail underneath.

When and where to look:
Start watching low on the eastern horizon from 5.33pm, 13th May. Scorpio will have
completely risen by 7pm.

See how many stars you can count in the constellation of Scorpius. Try this when
you're in different places too. You'll soon see how dark night skies help bring out the
stars! Scorpius is one of the Globe at Night constellations where you can become a
citizen scientist to measure and submit night sky brightness observations. It's easy to
get involved. All you need is a computer or smart phone. Check out Scorpius at
www.globeatnight.org/constellation/scorpius/.

Moon

_+ _Antares |

See Scorpius rise with beneath the Full Moon on 13th May in the early evening. Image provided by
SkySatfari, a Simulation Curriculum Company, All rights reserved www.simulationcurricufum.com.

For more what's up in the night sky, visit www.astrotourismwa.com.au. Happy
stargazing!




SMOKO TIME

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

| have branches but no fruit, trunk or leaves.
Whatam | ?







KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

What has a head but no brain?

290N197] :HAMSNY
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