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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 12th February
Wednesday 26th March
Wednesday 30th April
Wednesday 28th May
Wednesday 25th June
Wednesday 23rd July
Wednesday 27th August
Wednesday 24th September
Wednesday 22nd October
Wednesday 26th November
Wednesday 17th December

Council meetings
commence at 8:30am in the
Shire Council Chambers
located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents
are welcome to attend the
council meetings and
participate in the Public
Question Time session
which is held at the
beginning of each Council
Meeting.

FOUNCILNEWS

CEO Report

As mentioned previously we have been very busy attempting to put the
budget together. Our biggest issue, as always is to establish the closing
and opening balance going from 24/25 into 25/26 which is either a
surplus or a deficit. This number is very difficult to nail down but does
have a profound impact on the proposed budget. | have deliberately
looked to trim back capital projects as much as possible to give us time
to reflect and take some pressure of my staff. Having said that, | am
anticipating that we will expend close to $20,000,000 on our capital
improvements on our road infrastructure.

The road inspections by Councillors were a success from the point that it
took more work to find problems. In general, the roads are in a very
good standard, Jarrod and his crew should be proud of their continued
quality work.

The Junction Pub and Tourist Park is operating, albeit at a reduced level
of service. There are still some capital items to be replaced (Dishwasher,
Deep Fryer), these are on order and hopefully should be here soon.
Problems with sewage blockages have continued to be an issue mainly
caused by someone putting rocks in the sewage lines, we are getting on
top of this.

| have written to the Shire of Carnarvon and requested that they
consider the electors of Upper Gascoyne the same as electors in
Carnarvon when it comes to paying for a yearly permit to the “Blow
Holes". It appears that the Carnarvon Administration will look to support
this request. Once we know the outcome we will advise the community.

We have been busy internally setting up a better system of
communication across the whole of the organisation. We all get busy
doing our own things we sometimes forget that an action by someone
has an effect on someone else within the organisation. This is a
symptom of our size as such we need to better manage the flow of
information.

The Waste Site issue is still alive and we have not yet been able to settle
on a definitive site given the complexities surrounding Native Title and
difficulties in obtaining freehold titled land. It is hoped that after this
meeting | will have a clearer direction as to the best way to proceed.



COUNCILNEWS

Manager of Works and Services Report

June is always a busy and hectic time with the closure of one budget and the planning of
the next. To add to the frantic pace, we have been closing out some of our bigger
projects for the year. The completion of these projects is the culmination of a massive
effort from the shire staff on every level and is a huge credit to them. None of these
projects are possible without the work that goes on behind the scenes to bring it all
together.

The reverse osmosis plant and all the associated infrastructure is now installed and to
be commissioned in the first week of July. The CRC and admin switchboard upgrades,

Two River Memorial Park remote power installation, fencing around pub tanks are all

done.

The refurbishment of the pub and tourist park has taken a lot more than anticipated. As
works were completed, additional issues were found, and some essential assets
including dishwashers, deep fryers, plumbing and air conditioners needed to be
replaced or repaired. We believe we are on top of it all now and that the facility has been
handed over in very good condition to the new tenants. The new property management
concept has had a few teething problems with some stakeholders not sticking to due
process and additional issues arising, however we believe once we are all familiar with
the system that it will pay dividends

We now have a further 14.7km of bitumen on the Carnarvon Mullewa Rd. MTF once
again proved they are capable of producing a high standard of work when under
pressure and the project managed by Greenfields has been a huge success. We have
been extremely fortunate to receive a further $4.5 million to continue these works in the
25-26 budget.

Colas bitumen crews also completed the remaining reseal on including Killili, Viveash
and Carnarvon Mullewa Rd.

MTF have also completed 9kms of resheeting on the Landor Meekatharra Road. This
project was one of our Regional Road Group funding allocations.

Our construction crew have completed our Roads to Recovery project on the Carnarvon
Mullewa Rd between Glenburgh and the Murchison boundary. The team should be
extremely proud of the high-quality work that has drastically improved the safety and
standard of this section of road. The lads finished off stabilising seventeen floodways
last week. They will finish the financial year off with some maintenance grading and
rolling in that area.

Works have begun on the admin building extension and will carry over into July. The
additional two offices will be a welcome relief and provide a more efficient work place.

We have been very fortunate to receive funding from MRWA to complete the Landor
Mount Augustus Road Realignment which will also include the construction of a new
concrete crossing on the Gacoyne River. The realignment will bypass the Landor
homestead and has been one of top priority projects for quite some time. We have put
considerable effort and resources into the planning, design and sourcing of funding and
it is a credit to our team to finally see it come to fruition.



COUNCILNEWS

Manager of Finance and Corporate Services

With the end of financial year now insight and a new one on our doorstep the team
have been working on putting forward their proposed budget for 2025/ 2026. This is
one of our busiest times as we need to ensure that all year end processes are complete
and finalise all accounts ensuring that we have a sound basis on which to build the new
budget. | know that everyone will aide in ensuring that this is a smooth process and will
provide further updates as we progress.

Community Resource Centre Update

On May 27, we proudly hosted our very first Kids Club—an exciting monthly event for
children aged 5 to 16 in the Upper Gascoyne.

This month's theme was board games, and the room was full of laughter and friendly
competition as the kids played together. It was a successful afternoon with a total of 7
kids joining in the fun.

Tourist & Community Report

Visitor Information Centre Training was conducted for new staff and the new lessees at
the Junction Pub & Tourist Park. The outcome of this training is the imparting of
knowledge of the tourism assets and road network of the region to ensure the accurate
dissemination of information from all sources.

Attendance at the District Health Advisory Committee meeting with WACHS was again an
opportunity to speak to the challenges of receiving basic health care in remote areas of
the state. Our currently monthly services of doctor, nursing and physio continue to be
well patronised and is a wonderful asset for the Shire, but it is a start and not a final
solution. An optometry clinic was held at the end of May which again was well attended.
Work continues on bringing a Women'’s Health Clinic and Dietary Clinic to the Upper
Gascoyne this year.

The Astrotourism Viewing Platform has been started with concrete poured in the second
week of June at the Town Pavilion in Federation Park. This project will be completed with
the installation of signage including a how to guide for stargazing and a planisphere.

A meeting has been held to determine a Scope of Work on the feasibility/business case
for the Gascoyne Junction Hot Springs project in conjunction with the Gascoyne
Development Commission. Water quality and visitor data is being shared as part of the
development of the scope.

Our first Music in the Park was held in May following Pink Stumps Day. The purpose of
these events is to provide a space for community to come together and utilise the Two
Rivers Park, and to provide an experience for visitors and encourage them to extend their
stay a night.

The final details are being made on our Under Gascoyne Skies Festival incorporating
stargazing, astrophotography, music and food across the Upper Gascoyne from August 22
to August 30.



COUNCILNEWS

Attention all Residents, Non-Residents Owners and Occupiers, Joint Owners
and Occupiers and Corporations of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION You may be eligible to be enrolled to vote in the local
government elections in October 2025 if you live in or are an owner or occupier of
rateable property in the Shire of Upper Gascoyne. Residents you are automatically
enrolled to vote if you are on the State Electoral Roll. If you are not already on the State
Electoral Roll and meet the eligibility criteria, or if you have changed address recently,
you must complete an enrolment form. Enrolment Forms You can enrol or update your
details online, or download an enrolment form, via the Western Australian Electoral
Commission website (www.elections.wa.gov.au/enrol). Forms are also available from the
Australian Electoral Commission (www.aec.gov.au). Non-Resident Owners and
Occupiers If you are a non-resident owner or occupier of rateable property in the Shire
of Upper Gascoyne and are on the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll, you are eligible
to enrol to vote. If you are not on the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll and own or
occupy rateable property in the Shire of Upper Gascoyne you may be eligible to enrol to
vote. This applies if you were on the last electoral roll for the Shire of Upper Gascoyne
prior to May 1996 and have owned or occupied rateable property in the district
continuously since this time. Please contact your local government for details. Owners of
land who were on the last Local Government roll continue to retain that status until they
cease to own the rateable property to which the enrolment relates. Occupiers do not
have continuous enrolment and should contact the Shire of Upper Gascoyne to confirm
their enrolment status. To be eligible to enrol as an occupier, you will need to have a right
of continuous occupation under a lease, tenancy agreement or other legal instrument for
at least the next three months following the date of the application to enrol. Joint
Owners and Occupiers If a rateable property is owned or occupied by more than two
people, a majority of the owners/occupiers may nominate two persons from amongst
themselves who are on either the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll, to enrol as
owner/occupier electors. Corporations A body corporate that owns or occupies rateable
property may nominate two people who are on either the State or Commonwealth
Electoral Roll to enrol as owner/occupier electors.

Enrolment Forms - Non-Resident Owners and Occupiers Only

Enrolment forms can be obtained from local governments and must be lodged with the
Chief Executive Officer Further information can be obtained from the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne.

BUILDING CONTROL All ratepayers and electors are advised that under the Building Act
2011 the Local Government (in our case the Shire of Upper Gascoyne) are responsible for
the application of the Act and Regulations. Basically, this means that any building greater
than 10 square metres will require a Building License which is issued by the Shire. These
requirements are applicable across the Shire and capture Pastoral Properties, Tourist
Properties, Mining Properties and Townsite Properties. The Shire has attempted to get an
exemption however the Building Commissioner rejected this request. Please be aware
that there are significant costs associated with constructing a building without a building
license, these include penalties and / or retrospective engineering certification. The Shire
has a contract Building Surveyor and Town Planner to assist with any issues. In the first
instance please contact the Shire CEO, John McCleary, on 0417107446.












Junction Craft Group

May 2025 Woodwork Workshop

Thanks to Clint Hardie for all his organisation for our recent Woodwork
Workshop at the Junction Craft Group. All attendees completed a Rubbish
Bin over the weekend - a total of 15 were completed.

Our next workshop is a Mystery Quilt - please email junctioncraft@gmail.com
if you are interested in attending and we can send all the info.




BLASTFROMTHE PAST

THISSEGMENTOF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS AND EVENTSIN
THEUPPERGASCOYNE.

Northern Guardian - Wednesday 27th August 2003

Check this out!
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The CRC is on the look out for our next
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to get to
know youl!

Full name:

Nickname:

Place of birth:

Favourite food?

Favourite animal?

Footy team:

Where did you grow up?

What is on your Bucket List?

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne?

How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne?
What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne?

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which
footy team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now
with your answers to the questions above!
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The learning low down

In Week 8, we welcomed Pete and Bev from YouthCARE. Through fun games
and meaningful discussions, students explored the concept of G.R.I.T-
Growth, Resilience, Integrity, and Traction.

Our upper primary and secondary students took part in a Careers Taster Day
hosted by SIDE. They explored hands-on activities in public art, plumbing, and
carpentry, gaining a fun and practical insight into different trades.

: Harper and Colin have been enjoying
learning together in the classroom.

In Week 9, students enjoyed an online visit from the Suara Dance Company through SIDE. They learnt about traditional
Indonesian dance and had fun trying out the moves themselves!
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Chilli Garlic Pappardelle
with Smashed Broccoli
and Soft Eggs

Prep Time: 10 mins

Cook Time: 30 mins

METHOD INGREDIENTS

Step 1 - Broccoli: Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Arrange Chili Garlic Pappardelle:

the broccoli on a sheet pan; drizzle with olive oil and sprinkle ~ * 8 ounces Egg Pappardelle

with salt. Roast for 20-25 minutes until softened and roasty. « 4 tablespoons butter
Smash each piece of broccoli with the back of a wooden + 1 clove garlic, minced
spoon to create flat little crispy bites - transfer back to the + 3 tablespoons hoisin sauce
oven and roast for another 5-10 minutes. - 1 tablespoon honey

Step 2 - Eggs:| boil your 4 eggs . Let the eggs rest in cold water * 1 tablespoon chilli crisp

for about 5 minutes when they're done cooking. * 1tablespoon white miso

Y, d cooking wat
Step 3 - Pasta: Cook pappardelle according to package cup reserved cooking water

directions. « freshly groundblack pepper

Step 4 - Sauce: Melt butter in a large skillet over medium

heat. Add garlic; cook until soft and fragrant. Add hoisin, Smashed Broccoli and Eges:

honey, chili oil, and miso; whisk until mostly incorporated (it'll « 1 head of broccoli, cut into florets
be a little chunky from the miso but it'll smooth out). Add (about 4 cups)

reserved pasta water and let it come to a gentle simmer; add - 1 tablespoon Extra Virgin Olive
pasta and continue to cook for 3-5 minutes until the sauce is il

coating all of the bits of pasta. + 1/2 teaspoon salt

Step 5 - Enjoy your cooking! * 4deggs


https://www.delallo.com/delallo-pappardelle-egg-pasta-8-8-oz/
https://www.delallo.com/delallo-pappardelle-egg-pasta-8-8-oz/
https://www.delallo.com/delallo-private-reserve-extra-virgin-olive-oil-16-9-oz/
https://www.delallo.com/delallo-private-reserve-extra-virgin-olive-oil-16-9-oz/
https://www.delallo.com/delallo-private-reserve-extra-virgin-olive-oil-16-9-oz/
https://www.delallo.com/delallo-private-reserve-extra-virgin-olive-oil-16-9-oz/
https://www.delallo.com/delallo-private-reserve-extra-virgin-olive-oil-16-9-oz/
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17
24
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JULY
Blanche Walker
Hamish McTaggart
Darcy McKeough
Dameon Whitby
Jarrod Walker

Jamie Podmore

AUGUST
Alys McKeough 9
Harper Podmore 20
Spags Burnett 28
Harry McKeough

SEPTEMBER
Stanley Hammarquist
Jason Windie

Mathew Hammarquist
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GASSY GOSSIP

KIDS CLUB:

The CRC hosted our very first Kids Club activity on Tuesday, 27 May, with an
afternoon full of fun, board games, and laughter. Students from Gascoyne Junction
Remote Community School and Bidgemia Station joined in for a great time playing
What Do You Meme and other games that kept everyone entertained.

A big thank you to Miss Tash from Bidgemia for teaching most of us how to play
Rummy-O — it was a hit!

Kids Club will now be a monthly event, so watch this space to find out what exciting
activities we have coming up next!

SHIT BOX RALLY:

Over 250 vehicles with 516 participants left behind Murchison Settlement on
Saturday June 20, travelling through the Upper Gascoyne via the Burringurrah
Community to Mt Augustus. Vehicles could not be 4WD and had to cost less than
$1500. John, Ainsley and Cynthia from the Shire headed up to the Mount to
volunteer their services alongside Upper Gascoyne residents to help make
sandwiches, serve food and fill the cars. Participants had travelled from all over
Australia and Finland and they all loved our roads and many were planning a
return visit. The team at Mount Augustus Tourist Park did a stellar job feeding
everyone dinner, breakfast and lunch. The rally was raising funds for the Cancer
Council enroute from Perth to Darwin and raised in excess of $2.5 million. The
vehicles departed on Sunday morning bound for the Auski Roadhouse on the
Pingandy Road.

21



GASSY GOSSIP

REMOTE FIRST AID COURSE:

Staff from the Shire, alongside team members from DBCA, recently participated in
a Remote First Aid training course. Delivered over two and a half days, the course
was a highly practical and informative experience tailored to emergency situations
in remote settings.

A big thank you to Jenni and Pete from DBCA for their excellent organisation of the
training and catering throughout the event. On Wednesday evening, attendees
were treated to a delicious roast dinner, followed by a fun and interactive quiz
night hosted by Lesley from DBCA.

It was a fantastic opportunity not only to build vital first aid skills, but also to
connect and socialise with DBCA teams from our surrounding regions.
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GJ) SPORTS CLUB

These everyday
stretches can be
very effective in
keeping your body
feeling relaxed,
limber and reduce
soreness. The
stretches shown
on the left can also
be a great choice
before you begin
your daily workout
to warm up your
body!

BOOK RECOMMENDATION:

We can also advise taking the time to
educate yourself using the book 'How
To Stay Healthy' by Jenna Hope. It
provides expert advice on how to look
after your immune system and make
sure you stay in perfect conditon.

Have a squeeze!
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Are you looking for a place to get
your business, your event, or your
items for sale in front of the
residents of the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space
in the Gassy Gossip. Whether its for
one month or year round this is the

place to be seen.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH
A4 - $44.60
AS - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or
crc@Quppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

GASSIFIEDS
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SMOKO TIME

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

A man who was outside in the rain without an
umbrella or hat didn't get a single hair on his
head wet. Why?

iPleq sem 9H “HIMSNV







KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

| have a tail and a head, what am I?

iulo) V -dIMSNY
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HELP THE PUPPY FIND HIS BONE
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