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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 12th February
Wednesday 26th March
Wednesday 30th April
Wednesday 28th May
Wednesday 25th June
Wednesday 23rd July
Wednesday 27th August
Wednesday 24th September
Wednesday 22nd October
Wednesday 26th November
Wednesday 17th December

Council meetings
commence at 8:30am in the
Shire Council Chambers
located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents
are welcome to attend the
council meetings and
participate in the Public
Question Time session
which is held at the
beginning of each Council
Meeting.

FOUNCILNEWS

CEO Report

| have been mainly doing general administration work. The supreme court
ruling on being able to rate Miscellaneous Licenses fell in favour of Local
Government thanks to the great work by the Shire of Mount Magnet and
particularly their CEO. We are now getting valuations of the Miscellaneous
Licenses and will be able to rate in this financial year. It is anticipated that
we could raise an addition $200k in addition to the Hastings GRV rates.

Manager of Works and Services Report

We successfully completed all our road projects on time and within
budget once again. MTF Contracting came home strong and completed
the Carnarvon Mullewa bitumen seal along with the resheeting of 10km
on Landor Meekatharra Road. Our crew upgraded 17km of the Carnarvon
Mullewa Rd South of Glenburgh and have mobilised the plant and
equipment in rediness for the next project also on Carnarvon Mullewa
Road at the Dairy Creek intersection.

As you are aware, we were successful in securing funding to construct the
realignment of the Landor Mt Augustus Rd which will bypass the Landor
homestead. Funding will also include construction of two new concrete
crossings over the Gascoyne River and Aurilla Creek and three concrete
culverts north of the Burringurrah Community. Procurement has been
initiated to engage contractors to complete the works. Greenfields will
manage the project.

Josh Kirk and | conducted an onsite visit to inspect gravel pits, water
points and work site locations. While there we dropped in and discussed
the project with the good folk at Landor Station to ensure they were
involved in the process. We also did an onsite inspection of the proposed
culvert installation sites with Raymond Lockyer from the Burringurrah
Community to ensure we were not impacting and heritage. Both Raymond
and the Landor Station expressed their gratitude to the shire and are
excited about the works.

Once again, we are extremely fortunate to receive further funding to
continue sealing the Carnarvon Mullewa Rd. Dean Contracting have been
awarded the contract and will begin in August.
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The installation of the reverse osmosis plant and associated infrastructure is complete
however we have had some issues when commissioning. The bore flow rates are less
than the original testing rates causing the bore to draw down and fork. We are working
with the pump supplier and hydrologist to find a solution. We are confident we can
rectify the issue within the next few weeks and have the plant fully operational however
it may produce slightly less than originally anticipated.

The office extensions are well under way and going well and are expected to be finished
in September.

Manager of Finance and Corporate Services

Happy New Financial Year. Yes, it is that time of year again and the team are working on
finalising outstanding invoices to assist in closing off the June year.

All Departmental budget submissions have now been received, and we have been
working on entering this information into our Budget program. We have scheduled a
Workshop to present the Budget to Council on Wednesday 6th August with the
intention of adopting the Budget at the 27th August OCM.

We have finalised all follow up queries in relation to our Interim audit and provided all
information to William Buck and the Office of the Auditor General (OAG). To date it has
passed muster with William Buck but are just awaiting finalisation from the OAG. Our
final Audit is scheduled to commence Monday 6th October.

The team attended a Remote First Aid training course along with DBCA staff. As well as
being informative Jodie our instructor had us work through various accident scenarios
and even provided props such as special effects makeup and severed limbs!
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Gascoyne Junction
Community Resource Centre
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Community Resource Centre Update

Exciting changes are coming to the CRC over the next few months as we prepare for a
new fit-out and updated signage. These much-needed improvements will create a more
functional and welcoming space for both locals and visitors to enjoy.

After listening to feedback from last tourist season, we've identified a demand for
Kennedy Loop merchandise. We're excited to announce that our new range has arrived!
Items include stickers, stubby holders, t-shirts, and hoodies—perfect for souvenirs or
gifts.

Our June Kids Club was a hit, featuring an afternoon of slime making and LEGO building.
The kids had a blast experimenting with different slime recipes and perfecting their
creations. A big thank you to Ta-Leah for leading the session, sharing her LEGO building
expertise, and helping keep the slime mess under control!

Shire staff, along with DBCA team members, recently participated in a Remote First Aid
Course held over a week. The course was incredibly valuable, offering hands-on training
with scenarios tailored to remote living. Everyone who attended found the experience
highly beneficial. A big thank you to DBCA for providing morning tea and lunch
throughout the week, and for hosting a dinner and quiz night—bringing out some fun,
friendly competition and plenty of laughs.

As we move into our busy season, the CRC will now send out a monthly email at the
beginning of each month to local Stations and residents. This email will include
important updates and a calendar of upcoming events happening throughout the Upper
Gascoyne.

Tourism & Community Report

The June Music in the Park had over 30 in attendance and met all of the objectives for
the event. The Amphitheatre was utilised, provided a social event for residents,
attracted overnight visitors to town and had an economic impact to local business with
an increased trading weekend at the Pub. Our next Music in the Park on July 26, will
have country music being performed.

Over 500 visitors converged on Mt Augustus as part of the Shitbox Rally. This event was
a charity car rally injecting tourism dollars into the region through accommodation,
meals, fuel, sightseeing and souvenirs. The event had national media coverage, and
many participants are planning return visits.

Meetings continue with DBCA towards the $10 million from the State Government for
upgrades to Mount Augustus. This is a slow-moving project. So far, DBCA have
completed an onsite workshop at Mount Augustus Tourist Park, funds have been
allocated to an upgrade to the airstrip at Burringurrah, road improvements and
upgrades to car parks and hike trail heads is also well into the design phase. A scope of
work for tourism development has also been put out to market.
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A final report on the Accommodation Capability Project is being prepared, with DTM
meeting again with participants during an onsite visit in late June. The three website
projects are almost complete. Proofs for new content for accommodation providers and
the Shire promotion have been received with a mix of still and video content. They are
incredible and am excited to utilise these in our next round of campaigns.

Signage for the stargazing platform and internally for the CRC are waiting to be installed
by contractors. Our Under Gascoyne Skies events for August are also set with live music,
stargazing and astrophotography workshops over the weekend of August 22-24
culminating with Music in the Park.

The start of the season has been slow but we have seen a real increase in visitor
numbers over the school holidays, averaging 40 visitors through the Information Centre
daily.

Work is underway on an event focusing on Mental Health in October. We have received
funding from GDC for the event and are working with other organisations to provide a
family focused weekend event for all residents of the Upper Gascoyne.

Attention Residents of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne:
BLOWHOLES MEMBERSHIP EXTENSION TO UPPER GASCOYNE RESIDENTS:

The Shire of Carnarvon has extended the $100 annual local membership pass for the
Blowholes to include residents of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne.

To apply:
. Complete the attached application form
. Provide proof of residence within our Shire

For enquiries & membership application forms, please contact:

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au or call the CRC on 08 9943 0988















BLASTFROMTHE PAST

THISSEGMENTOF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS AND EVENTSIN
THEUPPERGASCOYNE.

Northern Guardian - 15th July 1998
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The CRC is on the look out for our next
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to get to
know youl!

Full name:

Nickname:

Place of birth:

Favourite food?

Favourite animal?

Footy team:

Where did you grow up?

What is on your Bucket List?

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne?

How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne?
What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne?

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which
footy team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now
with your answers to the questions above!
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

I'll Leave You With This

Author: Kylie Ladd

I'll Leave You With This is a heartbreaking, funny, thought-provoking and
honest novel about a brother’s legacy and the tangled bonds of
sisterhood.

The O'Shea sisters couldn't be more different.
Allison, an obstetrician, has always put others before herself and is torn
between her job and young family.

Prizewinning film director Bridie hasn't had work in over a decade, though

her actor husband is on the brink of stardom.

Clare, desperate for a baby, is bereft when her wife leaves her after their
latest IVF failure.

And Emma, the youngest, has turned to God to fill the aching loneliness
in her life.

When their only brother Daniel is killed the four women drift even further

apart...

Then, on the third anniversary of Daniel's death, Clare proposes an idea:
they should trace the many recipients saved by his donated organs.
Perhaps their brother's gift of life can bring them back together again?

The Whisperwicks: The Impossible
Trials

AULIIVUI. jJUurTudlIl LEE

When Benjamiah Creek discovers a strange fragment of witchstone, he
finds himself transported to the labyrinthine streets of Wreathenwold -
a world of spectacular adventure and impossible magic.

Along with his friends, Elizabella Cotton, Mea and Silas the Mapmaker,
Benjamiah embarks on a dangerous quest involving a strange colection
of fairy tales - The Book of Barely Believable Stories. The gang must
undertake a series of magical trials to save the missing children of
Wreathenwold, before Midsommer ends and they are lost forever....
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Students returned to school full of energy and enthusiasm,
ready to dive into learning!

In our early childhood space, imaginations have been
running wild with role play, thanks to some fabulously funky
costumes. We've had dinosaurs roaming the classroom,
disco divas dancing through the day, and even some punk
rocker robbers causing harmless mischief, all in the name of
creativity and play-based learning!

A sweet surprise was discovered in our greenhouse, a
perfectly ripe watermelon! It was a delicious treat and a
wonderful reward for all our gardening efforts.

We were thrilled to welcome Harley back to school. It's so
lovely to see his smiling face around the classroom again!

In the kitchen, Bridie has been cooking up a storm as part of
her food studies, preparing some mouth-watering ramen
that had everyone’s stomachs rumbling.

To top off a fantastic week, final-year optometry students
from UWA visited to conduct vision checks. Thanks to their
visit, some of our students will be receiving brand-new specs
and they're looking pretty cool too!

v
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Spicy Honey Garlic
Chicken

METHOD

Step 1 - Marinate chicken with salt and pepper, garlic
powder, corn starch, rice flour, egg, soda water. Set
aside for 10 minutes.

Step 2 - Fry in medium-high heat oil for 4-5 minutes
or until golden brown. Optional but highly
recommended, double fry for another 1-2 minutes
after removing from the heat for extra crispiness.

Step 3 - In a pan, add in Korean Chilli Paste, Honey, 1
tbsp of soy sauce, and minced garlic.

Step 4 - Turn the heat up to medium-low and mix till
everything is thoroughly mixed well.

Step 5 - Add in the chicken and make sure every
piece of chicken is covered in the sauce.

Step 6 - Finish off with sesame seeds. Saute on high
heat for 1 minute.

INGREDIENTS

Chicken & Batter:

6 pieces of boneless chicken
thigh (cut into bite-size
pieces)

Y5 cup of Rice Flour

Y cup of Corn Starch

1 tbsp of Garlic Powder

Salt and Pepper to season
% cup of Soda Water

1 Egg

Marinade:

8 cloves of Garlic Chopped
2 tbsp of Korean Chilli Paste
3 tbsp of Honey

1 tbsp of Soy Sauce

1 tbsp of Sesame Seeds
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AUGUST
1 Alys McKeough
6 Harper Podmore
18 Spags Burnett
18 Harry McKeough

SEPTEMBER
9  Stanley Hammarquist
20 Jason Windie

28 Mathew Hammarquist

13
15
15
17
17
22

OCTOBER
Andrea Pears
Jodie McTaggart
Colin Sibson
Wendy Hoseason-Smith
Raymond Hoseason-Smith
Oscar Hammarquist
Richard Dowker
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KIDS CLUB: SLIME & LEGO

Our latest Kids Club was a fun fun filled afternoon of slime making and LEGO
building. The kids enjoyed experimenting with different slime recipes and making
crazy Lego creations. A big thank you to Ta-Leah for leading the session, sharing her
Lego building skills and helping keep the slime mess under control!

MUSIC IN THE PARK:

Geoff Udy performed at our July Music in the Park series, bringing a fantastic
afternoon of live entertainment to Two Rivers Memorial Park. With an extensive list
and music for all tastes, Geoff had something for everyone.

The warm sun shone down as families and friends relaxed with their picnics, with
the amphitheatre providing a lovely backdrop for the event. Thank you to everyone
who came along and made it such an enjoyable afternoon!
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SAVE THE DATE!

The Shire of Upper Gascoyne has a variety of exciting events coming up in the next
few months. Check out the dates below and refer to the flyers for more detailed
information. For any inquiries, feel free to call the CRC at 9943 0988.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Pedal the Path & Flanno for a Farmer Day
15th August, 9am

A great way to celebrate the footpath extension and support local farmers!

Kids Club:
19th August, 4pm

Children of the Upper Gascoyne aged between 5-16, join us for an afternoon of Bingo
Battle & Water Bead Creation.

Gascoyne Food Festival / Under Gascoyne Skies Festival
21st - 30th August

Celebrate the unique flavours, landscapes, and culture of our region. Highlights
include:

. Kennedy Range Campdraft

21st-23rd August - Junction Race Club, Gascoyne Junction

. Stargazing, Sounds & Supper

Friday 22nd August - Mount Augustus Tourist Park
*Astrophotography workshop (spaces limited)- bookings essential
. Gascoyne Junction Stars & Savour

Saturday 23rd August - Gascoyne Junction Pavilion
*Astrophotography workshop (spaces limited)- bookings essential
. Music in the Park

Sunday 24th August - Two Rivers Memorial Park

. Outback Station Tour & Tea

Tuesday 26th August - Doorawarrah Station

. Big Rock Feast (formerly Biggest BBQ)

Saturday 30th August - Mount Augustus Tourist Park
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SAVE THE DATE:

Million Moves

1st-21st September

Join the Million Moves Challenge

TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE UPPER GASCOYNE

We are proud to be taking part in Million Moves, a statewide health initiative
designed to get more Australians moving and feeling great. As a Shire initiative, we
are encouraging every community member to complete 75 moves a day for 21 days.

Bush Ball Fundraiser - Supporting the Cancer Council
Saturday 18th October- Gascoyne Junction Pavilion

In memory of the late Don Hammarquist the Shire of Upper Gascoyne will be
hosting a Bush Ball Fundraiser supporting the Cancer Council of WA

In 2023, after a long battle with cancer, Shire President Don Hammarquist passed
away. He has left a huge hole in our community, and sadly he is not the only Upper
Gascoyne resident who we have lost to cancer, or has had fought the battle and
won. For such a small community we really have been hit hard by the C Word.

A frequent conversation with Upper Gascoyne residents when receiving treatment, is
the struggle to afford the cost of travelling to Perth and the cost of accommodation
for regional patients. The goal of this event is Adopt a Room through the Cancer
Council at Crawford & Milroy Lodge - a place that took incredible care of Don and his
family, and also other residents of the Upper Gascoyne. Our fundraising target is
$10,000 which will enable the Upper Gascoyne Community to adopt a twin or double
room at the Lodge through the Cancer Council WA, to assist with reducing
accommodation costs for those in need.

A good reason, to dress up, pull on your boots and have a great night out.
Tickets are now available via Eventbrite - check out our social media page for the link
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Yoga Classes:

Last week saw the launch of our very first community yoga class! Heejeong put
us through our paces with a fun and energising session that had everyone
smiling (and stretching!).

Classes will be held every Tuesday at 5:15pm at Two Rivers Memorial Park.
Costis just $10 per class - all levels welcome!
Bring a mat, some water, and come unwind with us.

Please call the CRC on 9943 0988 for more information.
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Gascoyne Junctiol

ey I Community
hire of S e m— Resource
~RGASCOYNE —2, Centre

PEDAL THE PATH & FLANNO FOR
v A FARMER DAY

COMMUNITY EVENT

GASCOYNE JUNCTION

JOIN US FOR A FUN-FILLED COMMUNITY BIKE, SCOOTER,
OR WALKING EVENT AS WE CELEBRATE THE NEW
FOOTPATH EXTENSION — AND SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR
OUR HARD-WORKING AUSSIE FARMERS!

FRIDAY 15™ AUGUST 2025

9 AM
COME DRESSED IN —
YOUR BEST FLANNO
S _,9
START FINISH ‘
WOODGAMIA TWO RIVERS
TURNOFF MEMORIAL PARK

MORNING TEA PROVIDED

PLEASE RSVP TO CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU ”
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GASSIFIEDS

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US AT
CRC@QUPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne?

It's time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be
seen.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH
A4 - $44.60
A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

30



JOIN OUR TEAM

31



32



33



SMOKO TIME

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

What five-letter word typed in all capital letters
can be read the same upside down?

SWIMS “HIMSNY







KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

The more you take, the more you leave

behind... What am I?

sda3s 1004 :MIMSNY
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