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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 12th February
Wednesday 26th March
Wednesday 30th April
Wednesday 28th May
Wednesday 25th June
Wednesday 23rd July
Wednesday 27th August
Wednesday 24th September
Wednesday 22nd October
Wednesday 26th November
Wednesday 17th December

Council meetings
commence at 8:30am in the
Shire Council Chambers
located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents
are welcome to attend the
council meetings and
participate in the Public
Question Time session
which is held at the
beginning of each Council
Meeting.

FOUNCILNEWS

CEO Report

This month | have nearly spent more time out of the office than in it.
| spent a week in Perth attending to both personal and Council
business. From a personal viewpoint | had my last PET Scan and then
visited the Oncologist who has now officially discharged me. This
means that | am Cancer Free! My most sincere and heartfelt
appreciation goes to both Council and my staff for the absolute
unconditional support provided. Whilst in Perth | also had my new
teeth implants checked over and once again all good to go and | can
now wrap my fangs around a nice juicy steak.

Josh Kirk and | attended a meeting with Main Roads to discuss road
maintenance issues in the short and long term. | can’t report that we
secured any additional funding at this time, but we are now better
informed as to how we may be able to address this issue.

Councillor Caunt and | attended a Yinggarda Board Meeting and the
Yinggarda Annual General Meeting to discuss the ILUA for the
residential land and proposed new waste site. THE GDC represented
by their CEO Tim Bray and Burke Maslen also attended in support of
the SUG. Although we did not get a definitive yes or no as the final
decision must be made at a Common Law Holders Meeting
scheduled for December. At face value, | got a very positive feeling
with support in general from those Yinggarda members in
attendance.

| will attend the RRG Meeting and WALGA Zone meeting in
Carnarvon on the 21st of November. At the time of writing this |
cannot provide any further details.

Manager of Works and Services Report (CEO)

As the weather gradually heats up, our town maintenance crew are
busy ensuring that the parks and gardens are ready for another
summer. The river bore supply has all but ceased so Sean and
Brendon have been carrying the final commissioning of the town
bore. This included engaging contractors to re-blast sections of the
concrete casing to increase the flow rate to optimise the efficiency
and output of the revers osmosis plant. Just in the nick of time.



COUNCILNEWS

Our maintenance graders have been working on Cobra dairy Creek, Ullawarra
and Carnarvon Mullewa Roads. We enlisted the services of Brett Kanny to assist
our maintenance graders for a fortnight. Brett was joined by our operator Jeff
Pyman and together they completed sections of Ullawarra road and clearing the
shoulders on our bitumen sections of C'von Mullewa.

Dameon Whitby enjoyed a couple of weeks on leave and Jeff filled in for him on
the construction crew. The crew have all but completed the re-sheeting of
approximately 14kms between dairy Creek and Glenburgh. This is one of our
RRG projects. The crew will mobilise to Cobra Dairy Creek Rd after Christmas.

ABBL Contracting have completed various bitumen patching works throughout
the shire and have also repaired/adjusted several stock grids. They will begin a
focus on signage on various roads up to and after Christmas.

Dean Contracting have almost completed the earthworks on C'von Mullewa Road
in readiness for Colas to seal in late November. Colas will also complete resealing
on various sections of C'von Mullewa Road and the section in font of
Burringurrah on the Landor Mt Augustus road.

Manager of Finance and Corporate Services

Our onsite audit commenced on Monday the 6th October and the week went
smoothly with minimal queries coming through which a testament to the team
and what an excellent job everyone does. We are currently in the process of
finalising the audit and are scheduled to have our exit interview with the Office
of the Auditor to be held later this morning at 10.00am. So far, we have not
been flagged for any management letters and proposed best practice
improvements and fingers crossed this doesn't change in the short term. Itis
rare for a local government to receive a clean audit and if this comes to fruition
will be the second year in a row that our Shire has achieved this result.

The Bush Ball was held on the 18th of October and was an amazing success with
the goal of raising $10,000 towards adopting a room at either Crawford House or
Milroy Lodge, to aide community members with accommodation, should they be
in the unfortunate position of battling cancer, well exceeded. So much so Cherie
is currently discussing options of adopting a room for two years or two rooms for
a year instead of the goal of one! What a fantastic outcome and is a real tribute
to the generosity and support of our local and neighbouring communities in the
fight against Cancer! Much thanks go to Cherie in being the driving force behind
this event and to Billie who, even though she no longer works for the Shire, came
out to help run the event and sell raffle tickets in Carnarvon. Lastly, we can't
forget Brooke, Ta-Leah, Sean, Ali and Brando who helped with setup, and cleanup
after the event and apologies if | have forgotten to mention anyone else who
assisted with the success of this event.



COUNCILNEWS

Community Resource Centre Update

The Bush Ball was a night to remember! A fantastic evening filled with great
music, delicious food, and plenty of community spirit — all in support of a
meaningful cause.

Our goal was to “Adopt a Room” at Crawford & Milroy Lodge to help regional
patients travelling for cancer treatment.

We're thrilled to share that we raised $16,000.00! A big thank you to Cherie and
Billie for all your hard work — the community truly appreciates your efforts.

Our Community Weekend brought everyone together to celebrate Mental Health
Week and Children’s Week.

We started with an art session at GJRCS with Gosia from @G-Stop Art Studio who
guided the kids in painting a rural sunset scene. We also set up a smoothie bar
and served up fried rice and sandwiches — which were a big hit with the kids!

We heard an inspiring talk from Warren Davies - The Unbreakable Farmer who
shared his inspiring story about resilience, mental health, and staying strong
through life's challenges.

The weekend also featured a community BBQ, mosaic workshop, pool and darts
comp, live music from Dylan Hutchins, and a delicious community dinner at the
Junction Pub.

Huge thanks to the Shire of Upper Gascoyne, Gascoyne Junction CRC, GDC, and
Meerilinga for making the weekend possible.

Thank you, Ta-Leah, for taking the lead and organizing this year’s Halloween
event!

The kids had a blast taking on a spooky scavenger hunt around town, following
eight clues to find hidden treats. Everyone went all out with their costumes —
congratulations to Mackenzie from Edaggee Station, winner of Best Dressed!



COUNCILNEWS

Tourism & Community Development Report
Physio & GP Clinics:

In liaising with the funding committee within WACHS, the proposal to extend our
physio program has been denied in its present form due to insufficient funds in
the budget. It is noted that the program is successful and is an important part of
life in the Upper Gascoyne. A short-term extension has been arranged whilst
alternate funding sources for the continuation of the programme are undertaken.
All parties, Carnarvon Physiotherapy and WACHS are keen to offer continued
support and delivery of the project if funding can be found. Work is underway
with a priority in this space.

The GP and Nursing clinics will continue as normal with 2026 almost finalised.

The Community Development Officer Network meeting for the Gascoyne
Murchison will be held in Cue with a focus on opportunities coming from 2026
being the year of the Rangeland Pastoralist, Creative Industries across the
region and a chance to network and discuss programs during the third week in
November.

Talks with GDC re the 2026 Mining Symposium on May 21 have begun with
potential speakers currently being identified.

Tourism

Product & Experience Development: Meeting with consultants working with Jidi
Jidi in the ex Waldburg space have undertaken with a positive first meeting
which also included Tourism WA and GDC. Consultants have been engaged to
help determine tourism experiences that could be developed in two locations of
Jidi Jidi country with one being in the East of our Shire.

Dark Sky: Work continues on the submission to the International Dark Sky
Committee for Gascoyne Junction to become a recognised as an International
Dark Sky Community. After review our current light policy needs a few
amendments which will be tabled at the December Council Meeting. The
journey of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne in both our commitment to minimizing
light pollution, dark sky recognition and our development of Dark Sky Tourism
was presented to the International Dark Sky - Under One Sky 2025 Conference
as part of a focus on SE Asia. Our case study was the only Australian
presentation for the event.

In October, the Australian Regional Tourism Conference was held in Adelaide
and through participating, sharing our success stories in fostering a strong
community and the numerous ways with collaborate with our neighbouring
Shires in tourism to forge successful local and regional outcomes was a
privilege. Networking opportunities, and a strong depth of topical presentations
where inspiring and also reaffirming of the work the Shire is undertaking in the
tourism space.



COUNCILNEWS

One key conversation was with Austrade re regional data collection with
conversations continuing to identify how we can gather better data from
government data collection.

At the recent Perth 4WD show, 800 brochures were shared with our target
market over three days. Once again we partnered with the Shire of Carnarvon
to encourage visitation across the region given that 64% of our visitors spend
the night prior or the night after visiting our region in Carnarvon. It was
rewarding to have people visit the stand to tell us they visited the Upper
Gascoyne after visiting our stand in previous years.

At the AGO Board meeting in November | was elected as the Deputy Chair of
the regional tourism organisation continuing my ongoing liaison and advocacy
with this key tourism partner.

Our 2026 tourism marketing strategy is almost finalised after liaising with
partners and aligning our own goals. Events including the 2026 Under
Gascoyne Skies Festival from May 21 to 24 have planning well underway and
have been promoted at the 4WD show to encourage planning visits. A series of
stargazing evenings and walking tours have also been highlighted and the Music
in the Park series will continue. Signage for our walking tours and the museum
is being finalised ready for installation early in the New Year.



SHIRE OFFICE
AND CRC
CHRISTMAS CLOSURE

DATES FOR 2025/2026

We would like to advise that
the Shire and the CRC will be
closed 'rom 12 noon on the
19th of December 2025 to
the 5th of January 2026.

UPPERGASCOYNE

We will re-open on Monday
the 5th January 2025
as per normal business
hours.

The Shire and CRC Staff
would like to wish you all a
safe and happy Christmas!

Gascoyne Junction
Community Resource Centre

For enquiries, please call the Shire office on (08) 9943 0988






Carnarvon - Mullewa Rd

0116.75

17:0¢ctober. 2025 10118 am

Carnarvon Mullewa Rd Slk 116.75 — Basecourse

Carnarvon - Mullewa Rd

0119.00

27 October 2025 2:50 pm

Carnarvon Mullewa Rd Slk 119.00 — Basecourse
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BLASTFROMTHE PAST

THISSEGMENTOF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS AND EVENTSIN
THEUPPERGASCOYNE.
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The CRC is on the look out for our next
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community and our community is keen to get to
know youl!

Full name:

Nickname:

Place of birth:

Favourite food?

Favourite animal?

Footy team:

Where did you grow up?

What is on your Bucket List?

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne?

How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne?
What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne?

So if you're interested in sharing more about yourself, like your favourite food, which
footy team you support and what you like to do in your spare time, contact the CRC now
with your answers to the questions above!
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

A CURIOUS DAUGHTER

Author: Jules Van Mill

Joy Meredith has the world at her feet.

She has just turned eighteen, is starting a vet science degree and has
defied her mother by moving to her own place in the city. She has a
boyfriend and a job at the local pub. Her future seems set.

Then Joy meets Mick Harris. Charismatic, talented and wild, Mick is the
lead singer in a band that is going places - fast.

He is everything Joy's life is not.

When they head to the dizzying lights in London in the 1980s - and an
intoxicating whirlwind of gigs, stardom and modelling - the past begins
to overwhelm Mick and the cracks in Mick, in their relationship, and in
Joy's own life.

As things fall apart, Joy has to follow her heart around the world to find
her way home.

IS IT REALLY NEARLY CHRISTMAS?

Author: Joyce Dunbar & Victoria Turnbull

Have you ever given any thought to what the perfect jumping
pet would be?

Wombats are cute, and koalas can cling, but what about a
springy kangaroo?

Being an ace on the trampoline is a breeze when you have a
kangaroo for a pet, but hold on to your stomach during the
school run—it's pretty bumpy being bounced around in a
pouch.

In this charming, rhyming bedtime story, a young protagonist
imagines what it would be like to have an outrageously
impractical pet.
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No-Bake Rocky
Road Cheesecake

METHOD

Step 1 - Grease a 22cm round (base) springform pan. Line
base and side with baking paper.

Step 2 -Place 400g chocolate in a microwave-safe bowl.
Microwave on HIGH (100%), stirring every 30 seconds, for 1
minute 30 seconds or until chocolate is melted and smooth.
Cool for 15 minutes. Add biscuits, marshmallows, cherries
and almonds. Press biscuit mixture into base of prepared
pan, pressing firmly to compact.

Step 3 - Place boiling water in a small heatproof jug.
Sprinkle over gelatine. Stir until gelatine dissolves. Cool for 5
minutes.

Step 4 - Using an electric mixer, beat cream cheese, sugar,
coconut and vanilla until light and fluffy. Gradually add
cream, beating until mixture thickens slightly. With motor
operating, add gelatine mixture, beating until just combined.
Fold in raspberries. Pour mixture into pan. Level top.
Refrigerate for 6 hours or until set.

Step 5 -Place remaining chocolate in a microwave-safe
bowl. Microwave on HIGH (100%), stirring every 30 seconds,
for 1 minute or until chocolate is melted and smooth.
Transfer cheesecake to a serving plate. Top with extra
whipped cream, mini marshmallows, extra marshmallows
and raspberries. Drizzle with melted chocolate. Sprinkle with
pistachios. Serve.

INGREDIENTS

3 x 160g blocks dark milk
chocolate, chopped

1/2 x 250g packet
butternut snap biscuits,
roughly chopped

1 1/2 cups raspberry
marshmallows, plus extra
to serve

1/2 cup glace cherries
1/2 cup roasted almond
kernels

1/4 cup boiling water

2 tsp gelatine powder
500g cream cheese,
softened

2/3 cup caster sugar

1/3 cup desiccated
coconut

3 tsp vanilla extract

1/2 cup thickened cream
125g punnet raspberries,
plus extra to serve

Extra 300ml thickened
cream, whipped

Mini pink and white
marshmallows, to serve
2 tbsp Pistachios,
chopped



DECEMBER
16  Scarlet Boddington

JANUARY
3 Ella Hoseason-Smith
3 Hazel McTaggart
3 John McCleary
17  Nat Rogers

17 Gracie Collins

FEBRUARY
Sophie Wright

Geoffrey Jnr
Hannah Ball
Dart

Cynthia Wright
Lachlan Wright
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GASSY GOSSIP

Halloween Scavenger Hunt:

Thirteen kids set off around town on a spooky scavenger hunt, following clues that
led them to tricks or treats at each stop! A big thank you to Ta-Leah for organising
such a fun adventure — the kids had a fantastic time. Congratulations to Mackenzie
from Edaggee Station, winner of Best Dressed!

Kids Club:

Our November Kids Club was a fun-filled afternoon of interactive guessing games
and classic board games. There were plenty of laughs, friendly competition, and lots
of opportunities for the kids to enjoy time together.
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GASSIFIEDS

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US AT
CRC@QUPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne?

It's time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be
seen.
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SMOKO TIME

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

What do you break the moment you name it?

9JUI|IS “HIMSNY







KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH
What did the ocean say to the sand?

paAeM 1 ‘SUIYION HIMSNY
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