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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 11th February

Wednesday 25th March 

Wednesday  22nd April 

Wednesday 27th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 22nd July

Wednesday 26th August

Wednesday 23rd September

Wednesday 28th October

Wednesday 25th November

Wednesday 16th December 

Council meetings 
commence at 8:30am in the 
Shire Council Chambers 
located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents 
are welcome to attend the 
council meetings and 
participate in the Public 
Question Time session 
which is held at the 
beginning of each Council 
Meeting.

CEO Repor t

At the time of writing this report the month is only one third into 
the month given the early date of the OMC. Basically, this part of 
the year is largely ensuring compliance and tidying up things prior 
to the break. 

I have written to Main Roads seeking an additional $2.5 million for 
the Pell?s Crossing and to bring the 26/27 Carnarvon/Mullewa 
Sealing Works forward to this financial year with expenditure likely 
over the 25/26 and 26/27 financial period.  

I have contacted Yinggarda and DPLH in a further attempt to push 
the Pells Heritage Survey forward. 

The Yinggarda Common Law Holders meeting has been postponed 
until late January 2026.

 

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t  (CEO)

Not available at the time of writing. 

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

It is congratulations all round as we have successfully received a 
clean audit for the second year in a row. It is rare for a Local 
Government to receive an unqualified audit result with no 
management letters, through which the auditor puts forward best 
practice suggestions to improve internal controls and mitigate risk, 
and for us to attain this, two years in a row, is testament to the 
quality and care taken by Shire?s employees. We definitely kick butt! 
Well Done everyone, this could not be achieved without you. 

It is with sadness that I advise that Brooke Podmore has resigned 
from her position in the CRC and will be leaving town to move to 
Carnarvon. Her input and efforts, especially in hosting and 
assisting with various events, will be sorely missed. I am sure that 
everyone joins me in wishing you all the very best and hope you 
visit often.   

Finally, from everyone here in the Finance, Administration, Tourism 
and CRC Team, we wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and all 
the very best for 2026. Happy New Year! 
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Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e

As the 2025 season winds down, we are beginning to explore potential new 
merchandise and items to bring into the CRC for next year. We are also in the 
process of ordering two new office pods, which will provide private spaces for 
residents and visitors to hold meetings or work quietly. 

Our library has recently been refreshed and rearranged, creating a brighter and 
more inviting space for everyone to enjoy. 

Our final Kids Club session for the year wrapped up with great energy! Children 
from across the Upper Gascoyne took part in Christmas-themed games and 
craft activities, sharing lots of laughs and enjoying some friendly competition. 

The Shire office and CRC will be closed from 12pm Friday 19th December and 
reopening to normal hours on Monday 5th January 2026. 

Tour ism  & Com m unit y Developm ent  Repor t

CRC Fit out

Workpods for Privacy and Soundproofing.  We have selected the supplier for 
the Workpods for the CRC. We will be purchasing two. A smaller pod with more 
desk space to house the Services Australia computer and equipment, and a 
second larger pod as a hot office space that will be available for bookings for 
those wanting a work or meeting space. An order has been placed with delivery 
in early 2026. This will complete stage 2 of the CRC Fitout. Once the pods are in 
place we will commence stage 3 looking at new seating spaces and library 
storage.   
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Grant s

Community Garden: In conjunction with the GJRCS, an application was made for 
a Community Garden Grant to reactivate the community garden site in 2026. 

Arts Activities in Regional Areas: A grant submission has been made for funding 
of the 2026 Music in the Park Series.  

Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants Program: The background work 
has been undertaken on this grant to submit in February for the installation of a 
digital honour board at the War Memorial displaying our local war history and 
listing servicemen and servicewomen from our region.  

Local Government Heritage Grant: A submission has been lodged to update the 
Shire of Upper Gascoyne Heritage Survey.  

Active Regional Community: work is underway to commence an application 
utilising this grant to partially fund physiotherapy program in 2026. 

Meet ings

Since the November report, meetings have been held with the Department of 
Creative Industries, Tourism & Sport for our regularly quarterly catch up. The 
Gascoyne Games in 2026 are being hosted by Shark Bay. Potential sports have 
been discussed including shooting, golf, lawn bowls, AFL 9s, basketball, tennis, 
netball and cricket.  The Shire of Upper Gascoyne has been asked to host the 
Gascoyne Community Sport & Recreation Forum in May 2026. This brings key 
meetings and events to our region to showcase our town and provide an 
economic boost to the town. It also enables us to advocate for services and 
programs that will benefit our community.   

The ongoing funding for the physiotherapy clinic is not available in 2026, 
however, discussions and investigations have begun into other ways to fund 
this program moving forward given the strong participation across all sections 
of our community. The matter was raised at the DHAC meeting, along with 
challenges residents are facing with medical appointments outside of the Upper 
Gascoyne.  

Ar t s St rat egy:

The Gascoyne Arts Strategy is in its final draft phase a launch date proposed for 
World Arts Day on April 15, 2026. There will be one final opportunity to make 
comment on the document before the adopting the plan.  
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Hot  Spr ings Project : 

 With works completed and the RO operational, the successful outcomes have 
enabled this project to move to the next state. After talks with GDC, a scope of 
work is currently being prepared to appoint an engineering consultant to 
determine the feasibility from an operational standpoint, infrastructure 
requirements, and the potential parameters of a hot spring project in Gascoyne 
Junction. Once this report is prepared, and there are no roadblocks determined 
at this phase, a second scope of work will be prepared for the design of a 
project along with a economic viability study. The first scope of work is aimed to 
go to tender in early 2026.  

Mining Sym posium :

Conversations have begun with the GDC to once again have their support in 
delivering the Gascoyne Resource Connect Mining Symposium again in 2026. The 
date has been set for May 21, with save the dates being sent, and speakers being 
approached to provide another meaningful day for our emerging industry, and 
the community stakeholders.  

Local Public Healt h Plan

A desktop audit, and assessment of current General Health Profile of the Shire of 
UpperGascoyne is being undertaken to produce and adopt a Local Government 
Public Health Plan by June 2026. A series of workshops will be held with 
Councillors, Council Staff  and the wider community in February. Based on the 
State Public Health Plan the local public health plan must ensure the best 
possible health, wellbeing and quality of life for the Upper Gascoyne through 
promotion, prevention, protection and enabling public health with two 
overarching objectives of Aboriginal health and wellbeing and equity and 
inclusion.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBzjEo4Fqys  

Tour ism  

A draft tourism strategy for the Upper Gascoyne Visitor Economy will be 
presented in February 2026, alongside the Marketing Strategy for 2026. Final 
works are being put together on the town walk signage and museum signage for 
production in February and installation by April. Utilising technology to share 
information in real time outside ofoperating hours through an updated website 
and touch screen information services at the Community Resource and Visitor 
Information Centre are being designed to meet our unique needs presently, 
providing communication with travels in the planning stage of travel 24/7 and for 
visitors in region outside of our own operating hours. A full event calendar 
including the Under Gascoyne Skies Festival in late May and the 2026 Music in

the Park series is also well underway.  
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and  event s in 

t he upper  gascoyne. 

This book  is available t o read 
in t he CRC library. It  is 
locat ed in our  Upper  

Gascoyne Hist ory sect ion!

Below is an extract taken from this book:

Kill i l i  Road, Gascoyne Junct ion, Upper  Gascoyne.

"When the town site was gazetted the Surveyor General asked for a 
pleasant sounding aboriginal name for the town in 1913. The local 

policeman suggested 'Killili'. However it did not catch on locally and the 
name was changed to Gascoyne Junction in 1939. This street is all that 

remains of the old name."
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Aut hor : Alison Lest er  & Jane Godw in

A life-affirming collaboration between children of Yalingbu 
Yirramboi - The Royal Children's Hospital School and 
award-winning creators, Alison Lester and Jane Godwin.

If you could travel wherever you choose,

to worlds imagined and new,

where are the places that you'd like to go

and what in the world would you do?

Take a journey through words and drawings in this magical 
adventure as the children of The Royal Children's Hospital 
wonder where everyone at the hospital might go - the doctors, 

WHERE WOULD YOU GO?

Aut hor : Elly Gr if f i t hs

SOME MURDERS CAN'T BE SOLVED IN JUST ONE LIFETIME.

Ali Dawson and her cold case team investigate crimes so old, they're 
frozen - or so their inside joke goes. Most people don't know that they 
travel back in time to complete their research.

The latest assignment sees Ali venture back farther than they have 
dared before: to 1850s London in order to clear the name of Cain 
Templeton, the eccentric great-grandfather of MP Isaac Templeton. 
Rumour has it that Cain was part of a sinister group called The 
Collectors; to become a member, you had to kill a woman...

Fearing for her safety in the middle of a freezing Victorian winter, Ali 
finds herself stuck in time, unable to make her way back to her life, her 
beloved colleagues, and her son, Finn, who suddenly finds himself in 
legal trouble in the present day.

Could the two cases be connected?

THE FROZEN PEOPLE

BOOKS OF THE MONTH
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  INGREDIENTS
Servings: 6 people

-  2 medium chicken 
breasts

- 1/2 tsp garlic salt, or to 
taste

- 1/8 tsp black pepper, or 
to taste

- 2 tsp olive oil
- 6 cups romaine or cos 

lettuce, 1 head, rinsed, 
chopped and spun dry

- 1/2 cup cherry tomatoes, 
halved

- 1/2 cucumber, sliced
- 1 mango, pitted, peeled 

and diced
- 1 avocado, pitted, peeled 

and diced
- 1/2 small purple onion, 

thinly sliced
- 1/4 cup cilantro, chopped
- 1/2 cup sliced almonds, 

toasted, for topping
- Honey Vinaigrette 

METHOD

St ep 1 - Cut chicken breast in half lengthwise then 

season with garlic salt and pepper to taste and saute in 
2 tsp olive oil over medium high heat until browned and 
cooked through (3 min per side). Remove from pan, cool 

for 5 minutes then slice into strips against the grain.

St ep 2 - In a large salad bowl, add chopped romaine. 

Top with halved cherry tomatoes, sliced cucumber, diced 
mango and avocado, thinly sliced purple onion, 1/4 cup 

cilantro 

St ep 3 - Combine the Honey Vinaigrette Dressing 

Ingredients in a mason jar, cover tightly with lid and 

shake together until well combined. You can also mix it 
up in a bowl and whisk thoroughly. If not using dressing 
right away, shake well just before serving. Drizzle the 
salad dressing over the chicken mango avocado salad, 
adding it to taste

  

Ch icken  Mang o 
Avocado Salad

This Chicken Mango Avocado Salad is loaded with juicy 
chicken, creamy avocado and that sweet pop of mango 

flavor take this mango salad over the top.
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Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 

   

 FEBRUARY

6 Sophie Wright

17 Dart

21 Cynthia Wright

24 Lachlan Wright

24 Anna Collins

              MARCH

2 Karen Coffin

4 Ta-Leah Podmore

6 Genevieve Robinson

7 Glenda Sibson

9 Thomas Fletcher

20 Georgie Hammarquist

23 David Hammarquist

30 Di Kempton

 APRIL

8 Bridie Walker

11 Riley McKeough

15 Katelyn Wright
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Kids Chr ist m as Act ivit ies:

Our December Kids Club was filled with festive fun, with a variety of 
Christmas-themed games set up in the pavilion for the kids to enjoy. They 
challenged each other in activities such as Bottle Toss Tic-Tac-Toe, Christmas Bow 
Shovel, and Christmas Ball Roll, just to name a few.

We also set up a cosy craft corner featuring Christmas activity books and a 
?paint-your-own? Christmas bauble station, which was a hit with the kids.

Kids Club has been a great success this year. The children have loved coming 
together each month to enjoy different activities in a fun, safe, and engaging 
environment. Planning for next year is already underway, with plenty of new ideas 
to keep the momentum going.

Thom as Flet cher  Ret irem ent :

The Shire would like to recognise Thomas Fletcher?s 
time at the Shire and honour twenty four years of 
service to Local Government. We wish him all the 
best and a happy semi-retirement.

Thomas started with the Shire of Upper Gascoyne 
on 5th June 2001. Prior to that he worked for the 
Carnarvon Shire. 

In his time with us , Thomas has worn out five 
graders, 650 cutting edges, four utes, two camps, 
four CEO?s and three Works Managers. 

He has always graded our roads to the highest 
standard and made the Shire proud. He has always 
given his all for the Shire and will remain a respected 
and valued member of our community.
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Com m unit y Chr ist m as Par t y:

On Friday 12th December, our annual Community Christmas Party took place. 
The evening began with the children from Gascoyne Junction Remote 
Community School performing a wonderful Grinch play, followed by 
Christmas carols ?  they did an amazing job and were a highlight of the night.

After the performance, everyone enjoyed a delicious dinner with plenty of 
options to choose from. Santa then visited the children of the Upper 
Gascoyne, handing out presents and spreading lots of Christmas cheer. The 
night finished on a high note with DJ Jager getting everyone up and dancing 
with his great DJ skills.

A big thank you to the Junction Craft Group for hosting the event, and to 
everyone who helped make the night such a success.
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Feeling l ike a hero or  a 
vi l l ian?

 This workout  can suit  
anyone!

Try t h is at  hom e now!
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gASSiFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US AT

CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

It 's time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip. 
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $44.60

A5 - $27.60

A6 - $22.30

Business Card Size - $9.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

ANSWER: A rubber band

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

   What kind of band never plays music?
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Sudoku is played on a grid of 9 
x 9 spaces. Within the rows and 
columns are 9 ?squares? (made 
up of 3 x 3 spaces). Each row, 
column and square (9 spaces 

each) needs to be filled out with 
the numbers 1-9, without 

repeating any numbers within 
the row, column or square.

SUDOKU

How to play?
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KIDS RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

What  get s wet  while drying?

ANSWER: A towel
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