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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Tuesday 10th February

Wednesday 25th March 

Wednesday  22nd April 

Wednesday 27th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 22nd July

Wednesday 26th August

Wednesday 23rd September

Wednesday 28th October

Wednesday 25th November

Wednesday 16th December 

Council meetings 
commence at 8:30am in the 
Shire Council Chambers 
located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents 
are welcome to attend the 
council meetings and 
participate in the Public 
Question Time session 
which is held at the 
beginning of each Council 
Meeting.

CEO Repor t

This has been a month of calm before the storm type of a go. 
Obviously, the resignation of Hamish McTaggart as a Councillor is 
very regrettable but understandable given the current situation with 
the draught. Hamish brought his own unique perspective to Council 
framed around a lifetime in the region and we will miss his insight 
and knowledge. This will now trigger an extra ordinary election. I 
have notified the Executive Director of Local Government and the 
WA Electoral Commission. 

In keeping with the above I have also received the resignation of our 
Executive Director of Works and Services, Mr Jarrod Walker. Jarrod 
has been with us for 11 years and has done a fantastic job, way 
above any expectations. I, for one, will miss him greatly as not only 
was he a valued staff member, but my friend and best mate. I wish 
him and his family all the very best for the future. 

Again, in keeping with the above, I have also received the resignation 
of Councillor Blanch Walker. Blanche?s last meeting will be at the 
OMC in May 2026. Blanche has also grown into a very effective and 
valued member of the Council, and we will greatly miss her input. 
Again, I have informed the EX Director of Local Government and the 
WA Electoral Commission and Blanche?s vacancy will be subject to an 
extra ordinary election at the same time as filling the vacancy left by 
Hamish?s resignation. 

Administratively we have been busy working through the budget 
review and setting up process to commence the 2026/27 Budget. On 
the 16th of March we held a budget review workshop which was well 
attended and we had good feedback. 

Execut ive Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t  

General:

February and March didn?t let us down in delivering another hot dry 
summer. Unfortunately, it has taken its toll on some of the parks 
and gardens around town. The town crew have been doing their 
best to keep everything alive but there have been casualties. The 
extended drought period has been tough on the whole district and 
as a community we hope that we get some rain soon to relieve the 
stress on our pastoralists.
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Maint enance graders:

The extended dry weather is also starting take its toll on the roads. We starting to 
see blowouts and severe corrugations appearing quicker and more often than 
usual. This has been compounded by the lack of grader drivers. We were able to 
get a contractor for the; last two months while we search for our new 
maintenance grader operator. We are in discussions with a potential new starter 
who will be here at the end of March to check out the job.

Jeff has completed grading the Ullawarra Rd to the Lyndon Minnie Creek 
intersection including Eudamullah, Minnie Creek, Mangaroon and Lyndon Minnie 
Creek roads. We will shift Jeff across to Glenburgh Dalgety Downs Rd to work 
east towards Landor and then onto Mt Augustus. We have done this as the road 
network in that area has degraded much quicker than the northwest side of the 
shire. I have an enlisted labour hire to join Jeff in mid-April in P106 to speed 
things up.

Works Crew :

The construction crew are still resheeting sections of the Cobra Dairy Creek Road 
between Mooloo and Dairy Creek. We have completed roughly 4km near Mooloo 
and hope to complete the remaining six kilometres towards Dairy Creek in 
Mid-April. The crew will then mobilise to Landor Meekatharra Road to complete 
12km of resheeting between Errabiddy and our Meekatharra boundary. 
Meekatharra have agreed for us to utilise one of their gravel pits to ensure good 
quality material is used. Onward Drilling are constructing a bore near our 
boundary this week. I have arranged for gravel to be carted as of the 13th of 
April. We will flat out for the remainder of the financial year to complete our 
works program in time.

ABBL Contracting have completed installing/replacing signage on Ullawarra and 
Carnarvon Mullewa roads in the last fortnight.  We have focussed on the first 
100km of Ullawarra and will stage the works according to budget. 

Cont ract or  Project s:

The replacement of the northern section Thirty-Three River concrete floodway is 
scheduled for completion in April/May by ABBL Contracting,

Dean Contracting have been delayed in starting the Pells Upgrade and additional 
1.5kms on C?von Mullewa Road due to the fuel shortage. Once fuel has been 
secured, they will make a start.

THEM earthmoving are well advanced in the Landor bypass upgrades and made 
a start on the Burringurrah culverts installations. They are on track to finish in 
time aligning with our expectations.
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Farewell:

Blanche and I have called time on our journey here in Gascoyne Junction. The 
last ten and half years have been some of the best years of my life and taught 
me so much.

I never set out to work in local government or road construction, but when the 
opportunity to serve the area presented itself, I knew I wanted to be here. To say 
it was a baptism of fire is an understatement, but I?d like to think that as a team 
we have managed to create some great memories and improved our district.

While I may not have been everyone?s cup of tea, I always tried to do what I 
thought was right for our community. 

I would like to thank our President Jim Caunt for encouraging me to apply in the 
first instance and all of Council and staff for supporting me throughout my time 
here. Thanks to John McCleary for his guidance, support and understanding, in 
particularly during my battle with Leukemia. You have all been a big influence on 
me and my family. We will be forever grateful.

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

February has been a full-on month and seen some of our staff members 
enjoying a well-deserved break.  During this time, we commenced the Budget 
Review with Management and Key Personnel culminating with a Workshop held 
on the 16th March, for in depth review by Council, prior to adoption.   The 
feedback from Council was positive and complimentary which is a direct 
reflection of the high standard of work maintained by the Shire?s staff.

We will be farewelling Peter Ward on the 20th March.  He has worked with us for 
10 weeks filling the Senior Finance Officer role and we wish him all the best in his 
future endeavours.

Mark Willis will be returning to the Shire and will be filling my position whilst I am 
Long Service Leave, commencing April, and we are looking forward to him being 
here.
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and  event s in 

t he upper  gascoyne. 

Check out  
t h is old 

post er  of  t he 
Oct ober  1996 
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Aut hor : Lis Jardine

Misfits and murder meet in this brilliantly fun new mystery series by debut 
author Lis Jardine. A perfect next read for fans of The High-Rise Mysteries , 
Anisha, Accidental Detective and Murder Most Unladylike . Finding a dead 
body at my new school was a pretty rubbish way to start. 

But actually getting mixed up in the case? I was bound to get into deep, 
deep trouble for that! Murder comes to Hanbridge High, and three Year 
Seven misfits want to solve the New boy Jonno hopes playing detective will 
convince his parents that moving to Hanbridge was a big mistake. 

School reporter Lydia thinks her news story will sweep everything else off 
the front page. And young carer Daniel needs the police to arrest the right 
culprit - for his mum's sake. They may not be friends, but they're about to 
become. . . The Detention Detectives.

THE DETENTION DETECTIVES - Junior 
Fiction

Aut hor : Rachael Johns

When serial dater Winifred Darling ? Fred ? is asked to be the maid of honour 
at her mother?s sixth wedding, she?s determined to do everything in her 
power to stop it. As the author of a forthcoming book called 21 Rules for Not 
Catching Feelings, she knows better than most about the perils of falling in 
love.

On arrival at the island wedding destination, Fred is delighted to discover that 
the groom?s hot muso son Leo is just as set against the wedding as she is. 
Together, they come up with ?Operation Break-Up? to prevent their parents 
from making what they believe will be a catastrophic mistake.

But as Fred and Leo get to know each other better, their unexpected feelings 
for each other create further complications, and Fred is forced to rethink her 
own rigid rules about romance and family. Maybe not every relationship has 
to play by the book, and could Fred become the star in a romcom of her own?

A heart-warming friends-to-lovers romance about the magic and mayhem of 
weddings ? and what happens when everything you thought you knew about 
love is turned upside down.

THE BAD BRIDESMAID - Adult 

BOOKS OF THE MONTH
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  INGREDIENTS

- 1 tbs maple syrup 
or golden syrup

- 1 1/2 cups 
reduced-fat milk

- 1/3 cup chia seeds
- 2 tsp cocoa 

powder
- 2 cups fresh or 

frozen berries

METHOD

St ep 1 

Place maple syrup in a 500mL capacity jar or 
container with a sealed lid, pour in some of the 
milk and shake to dissolve the syrup.

St ep 2

Add remaining milk, chia seeds and cocoa. 
Shake and pour into 4 small serving glasses. 
Cover and refrigerate for at least 2 hours or 

overnight.

St ep 3

Serve chilled, topped with berries.

  

Choc Berry Ch ia 
Pudd ing  
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Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 

   

                    JUNE

19 Heejong Hwang

19 Cherie Walker

20 Sean Walker

 

 APRIL

8 Bridie Walker

11 Riley McKeough

15 Katelyn Wright

 MAY

9 Kevan "Pronto" Brand

27 Barney McTaggart

24 Anna Collins
                    JULY

4 Blanche Walker

7 Hamish McTaggart

13 Darcy McKeough

17 Dameon Whitby

24 Jarrod Walker

27 Jamie Podmore
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Even with all the madness of Cyclone Narelle and the flow of the river, we can?t forget 
about the incredible fundraising efforts this month.!

Thanks to the generosity and support of our amazing community, we raised $1,166 for 
the March Charge! Every step, donation, and show of support has helped make a real 
difference, and we couldn?t be more grateful.

A huge thank you to everyone who got involved? whether you walked, donated, or 
cheered us on. Your support means the world and goes towards an incredibly 
important cause.

As Cyclone Narelle approached Gascoyne Junction, we began feeling its presence 
from Thursday, with rising winds and the first drops of rain setting the scene.

By early Friday morning, a Red Alert was in place and the community braced for 
impact. Strong winds, heavy rainfall, and copious amounts of dust made for a wild 
and testing event, with conditions only easing into Saturday morning. While 
thankfully no one was harmed, it?s fair to say there were quite a few tree casualties 
along the way!

In an unexpected but welcome turn, the Gascoyne River began to flow? reaching just 
below the Killili Bridge. A truly wonderful sight and a reminder of the power and 
beauty of nature.

All in all, it was a very eventful weekend for our community.
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Here are 5 simple tasks to help you stay on track for 
your fitness goals in 2026!

LET'S 

EXERCISE!
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gASSiFIEDS
Are you looking for a place to get your business, your 

event, or your items for sale in front of the residents of 
the Shire of Upper Gascoyne?

It 's time to book an advertising space in the Gassy 
Gossip. Whether its for one month or year round this is 

the place to be seen.

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $45.80

A5 - $28.35

A6 - $22.90

Business Card Size - $9.25

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

ANSWER: His horse's name is Friday!

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

A cowboy rode into town on Friday. He stayed for 
three nights and rode out on Friday. How is this 

possible?
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KIDS JOKES OF THE MONTH

 Where do you t ake a sick  boat ?

ANSWER: To the dock-tor!
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