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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Tuesday 10th February

Wednesday 25th March 

Wednesday  22nd April 

Saturday 23rd May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 22nd July

Wednesday 26th August

Wednesday 23rd September

Wednesday 28th October

Wednesday 25th November

Wednesday 16th December 

Council meetings 
commence at 8:30am in the 
Shire Council Chambers 
located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents 
are welcome to attend the 
council meetings and 
participate in the Public 
Question Time session 
which is held at the 
beginning of each Council 
Meeting.

CEO Repor t

This month has largely been all about Cyclone Narelle. The cyclone brought 
significant winds and rain to Gascoyne Junction and surrounds. The town 
sustained moderate damage to our infrastructure, mainly fences and trees. The 
road network also sustained damage with an estimated cost of repairs between 
$5 to 7 million.

From a recovery perspective we have broken the event down into two separate 
areas; Insurance Works and DRFWA Works. LGIS have appointed a claims 
adjuster, we are working with him to expedite the authorisation of claims. Lance 
from ABBL Contracting has already quoted on the works and many of these 
have been approved, allowing Lance to purchase materials. It is critical to get 
materials ordered as there will be a huge drain on materials once Exmouth 
have completed their assessments. We have made an initial claim with DFES, 
they have already provided an AGRN (1280), Greenfields have completed the 
damage assessment pick-ups. 

Emergency works have commenced with Ullawarra Road appearing the most 
impacted Road. Although half of the Shire received good rain, we must 
remember that the other half did not so they are effectively still in a drought 
situation. We had further rain fall on the 11th of April necessitating further road 
closures, but it appears that not all pastoralists received game changing rain. 

The week commencing on the 13th of April saw Jarrod effectively leave and 
Andrea commence her Long Service Leave. As such, we are short staffed in 
these crucial areas. Sean Walker has stepped up into Jarrod?s role and Mark 
Willis has returned to Gascoyne Junction to temporarily fill Andrea's role.  Both 
Mark and Sean will need a bit of time to get their head's around things but have 
the full support of the team as they adjust. 

I have been in contact with Travis from RSM and between Mark, Travis, Sean and 
myself we will set a timeline for creating a budget accounting for Councillor 
Workshops. At this stage I am thinking May and June for Councillors / Staff and 
adopt the budget in August.

Execut ive Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t  

As you all are aware, I am currently the Acting Works Manager while Jarrod is 
on a well earned long service leave. Jarrod will be finishing at the end of May, 
and I will be taking the role full t ime. 

Jarrod has had a significant impact on the community, local sporting groups, 
and the Shire as a whole, and he should be congratulated for all he has 
achieved. It has been a pleasure working under him, and I wish him the best in 
his future endeavours. 

I won?t dwell too much on the details of cyclone Narelle and its associated 
damage, as John has already covered this. The Works crew has completed the 
Cobra ? Dairy Creek Rd C3398 (RRG) project, as always Dameon and the team 
have done a fantastic job. They are in the process of commencing the Landor ? 
Meekatharra Rd C3400 (R2R) project, we are aiming to have this finished by the 
end of financial year. 
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THEM earthmoving are still in the process of completing the Landor Bypass project, they are 
doing a great job considering they had a small river come down. They have managed to roll 
with the punches as they always do, and we look forward to its completion.

The town crew have continued to chip away at the work in the heat over the past few months 
and have welcomed the cooler change. For such a small crew they punch above their weight. 
They did a great job cleaning up after the cyclone, with the assistance of a few tourists.

We would like to thank Tony, Tommy, and Bree for assisting the Shire to clean up.

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services

I started on the 24th of March in a temporary role filling in for Andrea while she is on long 
service leave. The interruption of Cyclone Narelle prevented the in-depth handover we had 
planned however it should be enough. 

Extra administrative work will be required as a result of damage caused by the cyclone.  Work 
continued on preparation of the 26/27 budget numbers.

The FBT year ended on March 31, and work has started on putting the detail for submitting 
the return in May. The server upgrade slated for the end of March was deferred until April 
14th due to the cyclone.

Harpreet Singh, a temporary finance officer will start on April 8th and will be a timely addition 
to the team.

TOURISM & COMMUNITY REPORT

Tour ism

From March 19-22 the Shire of Upper Gascoyne in collaboration with the Shire of Carnarvon 
attended the Perth Caravan and Camping Show to promote the region to visitors at all stages of 
the tourism buying cycle.  Given the timing of the event 3 weeks post the start of the Iran 
conflict, there were lower than expected numbers in attendance.

Those who did attend, were genuine with solid conversations about planning visits.  The 
conversations around fuel were not overly concerned about the price but the security of access 
to fuel.  Work has been undertaken within AGO and the Outback Pathways program about 
communicating fuel availability so that visitors can plan trips with confidence. 

The impact of fuel is having an adverse impact on our local operators with cancellations 
happening with lack of certainty around fuel availability.  The impacts of closures not only to the 
road network but also Kennedy Range National Park due to Cyclone Narelle especially over 
school holidays has seen a negative start to the tourism season.  A media family trip to the Shire 
was planned for the week after the Cyclone which is currently being rescheduled to focus on 
our Shire being open and ready for visitors. 

Gascoyne Junction has again been recognised as Tiny Tourism Award Finalist in the upcoming 
7News Top Tourism Town Awards.  Voting is open until May 1 with the winners being announced 
at the Tourism WA Conference being held in Carnarvon next month. 

Work has recommenced with two Station Stays that had been involved in the Upper Gascoyne 
Accommodation Building Capacity program ready to recommence their journey into offering 
vistiors to our region accommodation and experiences who due to circumstances needed to 
pause their project in 2025. 
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Town Walking Signage is about to commence production ready for installation.  Signage has also 
been ordered for the petrol awning at the Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist Park adding some 
colour and identification to the building.  

Our 2026 Digital Marketing Campaign is set to commence with a new digital marketing partner.  
Work will be undertaken an update to the tourism pages,and continuing to establish our brand 
identity and destination awareness to our target markets both intrastate and interstate.

An information hub offering visitors 24/7 tourism information including live road report data is 
also being developed ensuring that visitors are well informed both before travelling to our 
region and during their visit. 
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Planning is well underway for our Under Gascoyne Skies Festival to be held from May 22 to 
23. Moving the festival to May, will entice visitors to start their journeys earlier in the tourism 
season and provide events throughout the tourism season.  Stargazing and Line Dancing will 
kick things off on Friday night followed by a music festival with Proud Mary, the Murphy 
Brothers and Andrew Winton on Saturday as our first Music in the Park for 2026. 

Com m unit y

After a successful community meeting on reinvigorating the Gascoyne Junction community 
garden, we are working through some final access and insurance questions before holding 
our first busy bee at the garden. 

A draft copy of the Local Government Health Policy will be shared with this April meeting with 
feedback taken by May 7 before presenting a final copy to Council for endorsement at the 
May meeting.  

Nursing Clinics have had some interruptions over the past few months due to a change in 
staffing for the remote practice?s services. A flu vaccine clinic will be held at the May clinic 
subject to vaccine availability. A meeting is being arranged to discuss additional allied health 
services for the Gascoyne Junction clinic. 
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CRC

At the start of the 27/28 financial year the way that funding and reporting for CRCs will be 
changing and over the past two months we have been invited to participate in a co-design 
process to determine what this will look like.  The current amount of funding will not be 
impacted, and CPI indexing will be added. 

The core roles and responsibilit ies of the CRC will change slightly however our current model is 
well equipped for these changes.  More details will be shared as we get closer to new contract 
negotiations.The Gascoyne Junction CRC has been selected of one of eight CRCs across the state 
to be involved in the 2026 CRC Champions program.  With support from the Western Australian 
Council of Social Services (WACOSS) the CRC will deliver targeted, face to face digital inclusion 
training for CRCs in remote and isolated locations, alongside a suite of online learning resources 
for all CRC staff and volunteers. 

 The program will strengthen digital inclusion capability across the network, complemented by 
additional initiatives that connect service providers and practical tools to further build the skills 
of CRC teams and the communities they support. Funding will also be available to deliver this 
face-to-face training across the Shire.  The opportunity to participate in this program will keep 
our CRC in the forefront of delivering on the new outcomes when the new funding agreements 
come into effect. 
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Our work pods have cleared customs and 
are awaiting collection in Perth for delivery 
and installation. The two pods will provide 
an additional level of privacy for residents 
when conducting online calls with Services 
Australia and RFDS and during in person 
meetings with CRC staff and visiting service 
providers. 

Once installation has been completed the 
final stage of the CRC fitout will commence 
with new library shelving, tables and chairs 
to create a welcoming community space to 
share that will be adaptive and fit for 
purpose as the CRC continues to transition 
to meet the ongoing needs of our 
community. 
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A message for residents of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne from Services Australia containing information 
and resources about Services Australia payment and support for those affected by Tropical Cyclone 
Narelle in March 2026.

Please read below:

Please accept my condolences for the damage and loss your community has faced because of Western 
Australia Tropical Cyclone Narelle, March 2026. I?m reaching out from Services Australia to share some 
information and resources about our payments and support which you can use to help affected people.

Aust ralian Governm ent  Disast er  Recovery Paym ent : Australian Government Disaster Recovery 
Payment (AGDRP) is a lump sum payment to help people affected by Western Australia Tropical Cyclone 
Narelle, March 2026.

People may be eligible if they experienced any of the following:

- major damage to their principal place of residence
- major damage to a major asset or assets that they own at their principal place of residence
- serious injury
- an immediate family member who is an Australian citizen or resident has died or is missing.

Equivalent financial assistance is also available to eligible New Zealand citizens. People can find 
information about eligibility including declared areas and how to claim on the Services Australia website. 
They can type ?QC 60504? into the search bar. Please check back regularly as other areas may become 
eligible.

Disast er  Recovery Allowance: Disaster Recovery Allowance is a short-term allowance to help people 
directly affected by this disaster.  People can be eligible for DRA for up to 13 weeks if they have lost 
income as a direct result of the Western Australia Tropical Cyclone Narelle, March 2026. Equivalent 
financial assistance is also available to eligible New Zealand citizens. You can find information about the 
areas declared for payments and eligibility information on our website. Please go to the Services Australia 
website and type ?QC 60504? in to the search bar.

St ay up-t o-dat e w it h us on social m edia: Our social media pages are also a great way to find 
information about where our staff are, and other important updates for people who are getting 
Australian Government payments and services.  I invite you to follow our page and share any updates 
that are relevant to your community from your channels. Please go to our website and type ?QC 33601? 
into the search bar to find all our social media accounts.

Get  in t ouch w it h us: I hope these resources are helpful to you during this difficult time. If you have any 
feedback on these materials or are looking for additional content about our payments or services, please 
let us know.  If you have any questions or would like us to forward this to a different contact within your 
organisation, please reply to us atcomms.emergencies@servicesaustralia.gov.au

Services Aust ralia 
Inform at ion & 
Resources - 
Cyclone Narelle



12

bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and  event s in 

t he upper  gascoyne. 

Check out  t h is snippet  of  t he 
1996 Nor t hern Guardian 

Newspaper ! 
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Aut hor : Nicholas Spark

When New York architect Tate Donovan arrives in Cape Cod to design his 
best friend?s summer home, he is hoping to make a fresh start following the 
loss of his beloved sister. Sylvia?s deathbed revelation? that she can see 
spirits who are still tethered to the living world, a gift that runs in their 
family? sits uneasily with Tate, who struggles to believe in more than what 
reason can explain. But when he takes up residence at a historic 
bed-and-breakfast on the Cape, he encounters a beautiful young woman 
named Wren who will challenge every assumption he has about his logical 
and controlled world.

Tate and Wren find themselves forging an immediate connection, one that 
neither has ever experienced before. But Tate gradually discovers that 
below the surface of Wren?s idyllic small-town life, hatred, jealousy, and 
greed are festering. Tate realizes that in order to free Wren from an 
increasingly desperate fate, he will need to unearth the truth about her 
past before time runs out. Love? while transformative? can sometimes be 
frightening.

A story about the power of transcendent emotion, Remain asks us all: Can 
love set us free not only from our greatest sorrows, but even from the 
boundaries of life and death?

REMAIN - Adult Fiction

Aut hor : Rachael Johns

After a bestselling fantasy author disappears, only his biggest fan believes 
he?s in danger and has the courage to uncover the truth in this fast-paced 
mystery with a chilling psychological twist.

Bridget is RM Haldon's biggest fan. His epic fantasy series, Swords and 
Shadows, created a lifeline between Bridget and her mom as she lost her 
battle with cancer. When Bridget met Haldon at his only book signing, she 
impressed the author with her encyclopedic knowledge of the fantasy world 
he'd created. Bridget has been working for him ever since as he attempts to 
write his final book. 

Now, Haldon is missing, and Bridget is the only person who seems concerned. 
Can Bridget piece together Haldon?s clues and save him before it?s too late?

 EYES OF THE FOREST - Young Adult 
Fiction

BOOKS OF THE MONTH
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The Gascoyne Junct ion Rem ot e 
Com m unit y School Invit es t he 
Upper  Gascoyne Com m unit y t o...
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INGREDIENTS

- 150ml sunflower oil (with a litt le 
extra to grease the pan)

- 1 large egg
- 284ml carton buttermilk
- made up to 350ml with milk
- 500g self-raising flour
- 1 tsp English mustard
- powder
- 140g mature cheddar
- grated
- 1 bunch spring onions - sliced
- small bunch chives - snipped
- 25g parmesan
- (or vegetarian alternative), grated
- 200g  fu ll-fat  soft  cheese gent ly 

d iced  in to 2cm  cubes

METHOD

St ep 1 

Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6 and oil a 
12-hole muffin tin. Whisk the oil, egg and 
buttermilk. In a mixing bowl, mix the flour, 1 
tsp salt and mustard powder, then stir in the 
cheddar, spring onions, chives and half the 
Parmesan.

St ep 2
Use a large spoon to gently fold the wet 
ingredients into the dry ? don?t overmix, just 
lightly combine. With the final few folds, mix in 
the soft cheese cubes. Spoon the mixture 
between the holes in the tin (they will be quite 
full), scatter with the remaining Parmesan and 
bake for 25 mins.

  

Tr ip le Cheese & 
On ion  Mu f f ins
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Do you l ive in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Is your  
bir t hday m issing f rom  t he m ont hly Gassy Gossip?

Em ail us at  crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 

   

                    JUNE

19 Heejong Hwang

19 Cherie Walker

20 Sean Walker

 
 AUGUST

1 Alys McKeough

18 Spags Burnett

18 Harry McKeough

 MAY

9 Kevan "Pronto" Brand

27 Barney McTaggart

24 Anna Collins

                    JULY

4 Blanche Walker

7 Hamish McTaggart

13 Darcy McKeough

17 Dameon Whitby

24 Jarrod Walker

27 Jamie Podmore
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What 's 
Happening?

Scan t he QR Code 
for  your  FREE t icket

Join us in Gascoyne Junction for a weekend of 
FREE activities to celebrate what we love about 
living under Gascoyne Skies. 

Fr iday May 22

The Under Gascoyne Skies Festival kicks off on 
Friday May  22 at the Gascoyne Junction Pub & 
Tourist Park.  

From 7pm  it 's time to admire the night sky, with 
our telescope pointed to the stars and planets  
above, our incredible dark skies provide the 
perfect backdrop for premium night sky viewing.  

At 7.30pm it 's time to grab your boots, or put on 
those dancing shoes as line dancing takes over 
the outdoor garden at the pub.  From 7.30pm a 
line dancing class for all will get the night start 
before a regular hoe down starts from 8.30 to 
practice those new skills.

Sat urday May 23

The Shire of Upper Gascoyne will hold their May council meeting this  morning before an official 
opening of the RO plant being held at 2pm. 

Then it is time for the first Music in the Park for 2026 and what a line up we have.

Starting at 4pm we have Andrew Winton to kick off our festivities at the Town Amphitheatre at the 
Two Rivers Memorial Park.  The music wll then continue with the Murphy Brothers and in a much 
requested encore performance Proud Mary will hit the stage with their Creedence Clearwater 
repertoire. 
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At the CRC, our focus  for April was on reinforcing the 
importance of checking road conditions and planning 
ahead, especially during holiday periods or in 
unpredictable weather. For those stopping by, we 
have a display up that highlights these tips.

The table display will continue for May, showcasing 
the the joy of reading and creative storytelling. This 
month?s theme invites everyone to take part in a fun 
reading challenge, explore new books, and even 
create their own imaginative stories. 

Visitors can enjoy interactive elements, share their 
favourite reads, and get inspired to make reading a 
regular and enjoyable part of their routine.

Over 50 community members, visitors, 
members of the Carnarvon Horsemans 
Club & the Australian Defence Force 
were in attendance at the Gascoyne 
Junction ANZAC Day commemorative  
service at the Gascoyne Junction War 
Memorial on April 25. 

 The Carnarvon Horseman's Club led a 
march down Gregory Street from the 
Gascoyne Junction Community Resource 
& Visitor Information Centre to the War 
Memorial.  CPL Jack Lawton from the 2nd 
Pilbara Regiment, Shire President Jim 
Caunt and Gascoyne Junction Remote 
Community School student Harley 
Munns all spoke during the service.

 
Wreaths were laid and a moment of silence was held to remembers those who have 
served. The community gathered afterwards at the Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist 
Park to enjoy delicious light refreshments prepared by the team.  Thank you to all who 
attended. 

ANZAC DayANZAC Day

Check ing Road Condit ions
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Skin Check  Screenings in 
Gascoyne Junct ion a Success
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FREE Flu Vaccine Clin ic

Wednesday May 20

As part of our monthly Nursing Clinic this 
month, WACHS will be providing a FREE 
Flu Vaccine Clinic for Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne residents between 10am and 
1pm on Wednesday May 20.  To make an 
appointment please make a booking 
online on the Shire Website. Go to the 
Community page and select Medical 
Clinics or contact the Gascoyne Junction 
Community Resource & Visitor 
Information Centre. 

Farewell Ta-Leah

A morning tea was held to farewell Ta-Leah as she 
leaves us to move south for the next exciting 
chapter.  Ta-Leah has been a loved team member at 
the Community Resource & Visitor Information 
Centre, showing innovation and creativity in every 
task she has undertaken. Good Luck Ta-Leah

New Faces Morning Tea - May 20
Starting on May 11, two new staff members will be 
joining the team at the Gascoyne Junction Community 
Resource & Visitor Information Centre. Paul will be 
taking on a full t ime role supported by Amelia in a 
part time role. In conjunction with the Flu Vaccine 
Clinic on Wednesday May 20 we will be serving 
morning tea as a chance for the community to call in 
and meet Paul & Amelia over a cuppa and nibbles. 
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LET'S 

EXERCISE!
I know the last couple months have either been too 
hot, too windy or too wet to go outside and we are 

now heading into the months of too cold! 

Here is a workout idea for when you're stuck inside.

JOIN THE GASCOYNE 
JUNCTION SPORTS 
CLUB GYM
Did you know that there is a gym in 
Gascoyne Junction located in the 
Pavilion Precinct.

Membership is available for all 
Shire residents. 

3 months: 

6 months: $51.35

12 months: $102.70

To join or find out more please 
contact the Gascoyne Junction 
Community Resource & Visitor 
Information Centre

E: crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

T: 08 9943 0988



29

gASSiFIEDS
Are you looking for a place 
to get your business, your 

event, or your items for 
sale in front of the 

residents of the Shire of 
Upper Gascoyne?

It 's time to book an 
advertising space in the 

Gassy Gossip. Whether its 
for one month or year 

round this is the place to 

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $45.80

A5 - $28.35

A6 - $22.90

Business Card Size - $9.25

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

ANSWER: It's name is What!

  

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

 Jenny has 5 children. The 1st is named May. The 
2nd is June. The 3rd is July. The 4th is April. What is 

the name of the 5th child?
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KIDS JOKES OF THE MONTH

 I com e in showers, I help f lowers grow , 
and I m ake rainbows show. What  am  I?

ANSWER: The rain!
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