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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Tuesday 10th February
Wednesday 25th March
Wednesday 22nd April
Saturday 23rd May
Wednesday 24th June
Wednesday 22nd July
Wednesday 26th August
Wednesday 23rd September
Wednesday 28th October
Wednesday 25th November
Wednesday 16th December

Council meetings
commence at 8:30am in the
Shire Council Chambers
located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents
are welcome to attend the
council meetings and
participate in the Public
Question Time session
which is held at the
beginning of each Council
Meeting.

FOUNCILNEWS

This month’s work has had some challenges. It is with regret that we have had
the passing of Nat Rogers at Gascoyne Junction. My appreciation goes out to
Sean and Cherie as they tried valiantly to resuscitate him. Nat's funeral will be
held in Northampton on the 22nd of May. On a similar note, | can advise that
some staff, Cr Jim Caunt and | attended the funeral of Vaughn Whitby who is
the brother of Damien.

Work is progressing with formulating the Budget with Councillor workshops
scheduled for June and July.

As part of my enquiry into the “Hardship Policy” | have had the opportunity to
phone all the pastoral property owners in our Shire. In general, the feedback

received was very positive with little to no complaints, just encouragement to
keep things moving along.

| would like to welcome Paul and Amelia to the Shire. Paul will be doing the
CRC full time with Amelia doing the CRC part time. Make sure you introduce
yourselves next time you are in.

Finance and Corporate Services

Work continues on the 26/27 budget and preparing for year end which will be
here before we know it. After Harpreet spent the ANZAC long weekend with
his girlfriend who was visiting from Perth, he decided Gascoyne Junction was
too quiet and solitary for him and he has returned to Perth. We thank him for
his efforts and wish him well. This leaves us short a pair of hands be we
believe with a concerted effort we should be able to achieve our goals.

Gascoyne Junction

Community
Resource
—2, Centre

Community Resource Centre

This month, we farewelled Ta-Leah, who finished up with us on May 6th.
Ta-Leah has been a valued part of the CRC and community, and she will be
greatly missed by all.

Our flu vaccine clinic scheduled to coincide with the May nursing clinic has
been cancelled and rescheduled to the GP Clinic in June. Thank you to
everyone who had booked and we apologise for the delay.

At the CRC, our current table focus is encouraging everyone to take partin a
reading challenge and “soak up a good book” using the Junction Library. The
library isn't being used as much as it once was, so we encourage community
members to come in, have a look, and make the most of this great resource.



COUNCILNEWS

Through the library it is also possible to access e-books through Borrow Box. Further to our
selection as one of eight CRCs across the state to be involved in the 2026 CRC Champions
program, we had an onsite visit with Naomi from WACQOSS to explain the program in more
depth and discuss potential initiatives to benefit our community. CRC Staff will be reaching out
to the community in the coming weeks for input before putting the final programming
together. This program comes with a grant for $5000 to help deliver outcomes. Our work
pods have been delivered and are now installed and operational. After a week in service they
have had a few visits with lots of positive feedback from community members. With stage 2 of
the CRC fitout complete the CRC staff are now looking to find furniture and equipment to
ensure we have a community space that is adaptable and reflective of current needs with
charging stations, seating and new library shelving.

Horizon Power visited us on site on Friday May 15th to install a new payment terminal. We will
now be able to assist residents with up-to-date account balances and an estimate of how many
days of power they have left according to their credit balance.

Tourism

A travel journalist who was due to visit in the week post Cyclone Narelle has rescheduled their
travel to the first week of June. Julia will be writing a series of articles on the Upper Gascoyne
encouraging visitors to our region post the cyclone. This has been co-funded by AGO.

The impact of fuel and the aftermath of Cyclone Narelle is still having an impact on visitor
numbers not only in the Upper Gascoyne but across the region. In the past week we are slowly
seeing a build in numbers. The Under Gascoyne Skies Festival has interest from visitors at a
regional and state level.

Community

ABC Pilbara will be conducting their morning breakfast show from the Gascoyne Junction CRC
on Friday May 22. Kelly will be interviewing community members on the Under Gascoyne Skies
Festival, the Digital Literacy Program at the CRC, an update on the drought and cyclone
recovery, our retiring councillors and the upcoming election, the Gascoyne CWA and the Landor
and Junction Races. There is a lot happening in our community.



COUNCILNEWS

We have been successful in gaining a $10000 grant through the Community Gardens Grant
Program. A meeting will be held in the next week to establish our next steps in getting this
project underway to provide community members with access to fresh produce.

GDC visited on April 20 to discuss the Gascoyne Drought Resilience Plan to see the Upper
Gascoyne first hand and discuss projects that would support our community in this space. In
my role, | have been asked to be a part of the Gascoyne RDRP Advisory Group to provide input
from our community into the implementation of the Gascoyne Drought Resilience Plan.

Our ANZAC Day Service was well attended with 53 visitors, residents, Carnarvon Horseman Club
Members and Defence Force Members in attendance. Positive feedback on the quality and
content of our service was shared. Thank you to all who attended.

A draft copy of the Local Government Health Policy will be shared before presenting a final copy
to Council for endorsement at the June meeting. The community feedback into what is
important to us for our health and wellbeing.

After attending the District Health Advisory Meeting in April raising concerns about the
inconsistency of our nursing clinics, a meeting with the new Gascoyne Operations Manager has
been scheduled for the third week in May. The importance of regular clinics, ancillary services
and support for our residents to get to appointments will be raised.

Executive Manager of Works and Services

As we move closer toward the end of the financial year, the Works Construction crew have
finalised the Cobra - Dairy Creek Rd C3398 (RRG) re-sheeting project, they did a fantastic job on
this section as always, Dameon and the team should be proud. They have since shifted their
attention to the re-sheeting works on the Landor - Meekatharra Road C3400 (R2R) project. We
managed to install a new bore for the project, which has been producing a high quality and
quantity of water. This will future proof all maintenance in that area for years to come, as you
are all aware infrastructure like this is vital to ensuring roads are kept to a high standard. | have
no doubt they will continue to deliver a quality finish; this project will see the construction crew
out to the end of year.

The Works Maintenance Grading crew has been limited in the past few months due to a
shortage of staff, however we have a new Grader operator starting on the 25th of May, as such
we would like to welcome Peter Ryan to the crew. If you see Peter out and about, be sure to
introduce yourself. He will be joining Jeff around the Landor - Mt Augustus Road area to be put
through his paces and learn the ropes. Once we have finished that area, they will move off
separately and continue maintenance grading in other areas.

The existing road projects continue to carry on, sealing has commenced at the Landor
Realignment project, and the culvert installs along Landor - Mt Augustus Road are well and truly
progressing. Whilst new projects such as the Pells’s (Carnarvon - Mullewa) widening and sealing
project has just started, and the resealing on the Landor - Mt Augustus Road is also being
conducted. Amongst all of this, emergency works and immediate works associated with
AGRN1280 Cyclone Narelle continue to occur in the background. All in all, a very busy few
months on the roads as far as construction and repairs go.

The Town Maintenance and Garden crew have also been limited somewhat, with Ali being on
well-earned leave. Brendan has done a fantastic job carrying the flag on his own, it has been an
uphill battle with weeds since the rain associated with Cyclone Narelle. They will be doing the
final touches to the parks and gardens for the upcoming Music in the Park event; we are looking
forward to it.
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Services Australia
Information &
Resources -
Cyclone Narelle

A message for residents of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne from Services Australia containing information
and resources about Services Australia payment and support for those affected by Tropical Cyclone
Narelle in March 2026.

Please read below:

Please accept my condolences for the damage and loss your community has faced because of Western
Australia Tropical Cyclone Narelle, March 2026. I'm reaching out from Services Australia to share some
information and resources about our payments and support which you can use to help affected people.

Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment: Australian Government Disaster Recovery
Payment (AGDRP) is a lump sum payment to help people affected by Western Australia Tropical Cyclone
Narelle, March 2026.

People may be eligible if they experienced any of the following:

* major damage to their principal place of 1 _..._...

* major damage to a major asset or assets that they own at their principal place of residence
* serious injury

+ animmediate family member who is an Australian citizen or resident has died or is missing.

Equivalent financial assistance is also available to eligible New Zealand citizens. People can find
information about eligibility including declared areas and how to claim on the Services Australia website.
They can type ‘QC 60504’ into the search bar. Please check back regularly as other areas may become
eligible.

Disaster Recovery Allowance: Disaster Recovery Allowance is a short-term allowance to help people
directly affected by this disaster. People can be eligible for DRA for up to 13 weeks if they have lost
income as a direct result of the Western Australia Tropical Cyclone Narelle, March 2026. Equivalent
financial assistance is also available to eligible New Zealand citizens. You can find information about the

areas declared for payments and eligibility information on our website. Please go to the Services Australia

website and type ‘QC 60504’ in to the search bar.

Stay up-to-date with us on social media: Our social media pages are also a great way to find
information about where our staff are, and other important updates for people who are getting
Australian Government payments and services. | invite you to follow our page and share any updates
that are relevant to your community from your channels. Please go to our website and type ‘QC 33601’
into the search bar to find all our social media accounts.

Get in touch with us: | hope these resources are helpful to you during this difficult time. If you have any
feedback on these materials or are looking for additional content about our payments or services, please
let us know. If you have any questions or would like us to forward this to a different contact within your
organisation, please reply to us atcomms.emergencies@servicesaustralia.gov.au
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BLASTFROMTHEPAST

THISSEGMENTOF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS AND EVENTSIN
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SAYG DAY TO....
Paul

4 )

Full Name: Paul Robertson

Nickname: Big Robbo
Place of Birth: Bunbury WA

\ /

Favourite Food: Red Thai Chicken Curry

Banana Bread with Vanilla Ice cream
Favourite Animal: Red Wattlebird
Favourite Movie: DJango Unchained,

Footy Team: Harvey Brunswick Leschenault,

Liverpool FC, Western Bulldogs

Favourite Band: The Beatles

Where did you grow up? Australind

What is on you Bucket List? Visit China, Go skydiving and visit East Coast of Australia
Hobbies: Swimming, writing songs, reading and cooking.

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne? Further my professional development
How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne? Four weeks

What do | love most about the Upper Gascoyne? Sense of community, star gazing,
and the beautiful Scenery.

What services or events would you like to see in the Upper Gascoyne?

Open mic/karaoke
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SAYG DAYTO....
Avweln

——

Full Name: Amelia Wells

Nickname: Mills

Place of Birth: Malaysia

\

Favourite Food: Burger & chi
Favourite Animal: Bottle no
Favourite Movie: Truman
Footy Team: West Coast E;
Where did you grow up: Mostly around Perth

What is on your Bucket List?
Travel around Australia, see the Northern Lights, visit the Pyramids in Egypt.

Hobbies: Arts & Craft - sewing, swimming at the beach, reading

Favourite Band: Powderfinger

Why did you move to the Upper Gascoyne? For a lifestyle change, new
experiences, and the chance to slow down and enjoy a stronger sense of community.

How long have you lived in the Upper Gascoyne? Just few weeks now.

What do you love most about the Upper Gascoyne? The peaceful lifestyle, the
landscapes, and how welcoming the community is.

What services or events would you like to see in the Upper Gascoyne? Wellness
activities, markets, and workshops for locals.

27



BOOKS OF THE MONTH

Three Reasons For Revenge - Adult
Fiction

FAMACIIWI ¢ Bl VIS IVIW § BNl BRGAR R

Three gifts. Three victims. One deadly game.

Alexis Turner walks into the police station to report an assault. By the end of
the day, she is nowhere to be found.

Soon after she disappears, three identical packages arrive at three very
different doors: a respected psychologist's home, a socialite's mansion, and a
struggling single father's run-down apartment. Inside, each gift is perfectly

tailored to its recipient - and each will tear apart the life of its intended victim.

Detective Sergeant Judith Lee is smart and experienced, but this is no
ordinary case. Someone with intimate knowledge of their targets is
orchestrating these attacks. Someone who knows exactly how to hurt each
victim where they're most vulnerable. And she's convinced that somehow, it
connects back to Alexis Turner.

A Rising of the Lights - Adult Fiction

In a reeling world of fraudsters and hypnotists, sieep talkers and estranged
twins, false alibis and second chances, Rusty Wilson is beset on all sides by
mysteries. Why was his childhood decided by a throw of dice, why has his
wife confessed to a lover, and why do his parents no longer wish to see
him?

When Rusty loses his job to an Al system, Edwina, the mercurial friend of
his youth, finds him a new role as an oracle to the young. But how can he
advise anyone on what it means to be human when artificial consciousness
appears within reach? If it's all just one more con, it's not clear who's
scamming who. Besides, should any of it matter to Rusty, when all he wants
is for those he loves to love him back?

What holds a life together when everything is coming apart?

An audacious comic lament for a world that no longer knows itself, A Rising
of the Lights traces Rusty’s descent - or perhaps his ascent - to the wonder
of his true self.
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The Gascoyne
Junction Remote
Community
School Invites the
Upper Gascoyne
Community to...
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Classic
Chicken
Casserole

INGREDIENTS

* 12 tbs extra virgin olive oil

* 6 chicken thigh fillets

+ 1 leek, trimmed, chopped

+ 2 celery stalks, sliced

« 2 large carrots, thickly sliced

« 2 garlic cloves, sliced

« 35g (1/4 cup) plain flour

+ 2 tsp Dijon mustard

* 125ml (1/2 cup) dry white wine

« 375ml (1 1/2 cups) Chicken Stock

« 2 large potatoes, peeled, roughly
chopped

« 3 fresh thyme sprigs

+ 200g button mushrooms

« 185ml (3/4 cup) thickened cream

+ Parsley to serve

« Crusty bread to serve

METHOD
Step 1
Preheat oven to 160C/140C fan-forced.

Step 2

Heat half the oil in a large, heavy-based casserole
dish over medium-high heat. Cook chicken for 5
minutes, turning, or until browned. Transfer to a
Howl

Step 3

deat remaining oil in same dish over medium-high
1eat. Cook leek, celery and carrot, stirring, for 4-5
minutes or until leek starts to soften. Add garlic
and cook for 30 seconds or until fragrant. Add
lour and mustard, stirring to coat vegetables. Stir
n wine and simmer until reduced by half.
aradually stir in stock until combined.

step 4

Return chicken and resting juices to dish and add
yotato. Season. Cover. Bake for 30 minutes. Add
nushrooms and bake for a further 1 hour or until
‘hicken and vegetables are tender.

Step 5

Jsing 2 forks, roughly shred chicken. Stir in
-ream. Sprinkle casserole with parsley and drizzle
nith extra cream, if using. Serve with crusty
dread.
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JUNE

Amelia Wells
Heejong Hwang
Cherie Walker
Sean Walker

JULY

Paul Robertson
Hamish McTaggart
Darcy McKeough

Dameon Whitby

Jamie Podmore

AUGUST

Alys McKeough
Spags Burnett
Harry McKeough
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GASSY GOSSIP

Community Garden Reinvigoration Program

This month we received great news that the funding application for the Gascoyne Junction
Community Garden Reinvigoration Program was successful. This project is a joint initiative
between the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School, the Gascoyne Junction
Community Resource Centre and the Shire of Upper Gascoyne. The aim is to have the
garden functioning that it can provide local residents with fresh produce throughout the

year. We already have a small team of volunteers waiting to get the project off the ground.

Our next gathering will be held at the Junction Pub & Tourist Park at 5pm on Friday June 5.
We would love to see new faces.
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GASSY GOSSIP

Digital Literacy

Naomi Campbell-Smith from the Digital Inclusion Project recently visited the CRC and gave
the Customer Service team a helpful rundown of the program. The program is designed to
make technology feel more approachable and accessible, help community members build
confidence using technology, online services, computers, and digital communication tools in
everyday life. The session provided staff with a better understanding of the resources,
training opportunities, and support available through the project.

Stargazing & Line Dancing

A fun-filled community night combining country music, line dancing, and stargazing under
the clear Upper Gascoyne skies was enjoyed by locals and visitors on Friday 22nd May. The
evening began with a stargazing demonstration organised by the Community Resource
Centre, giving attendees the chance to experience the beauty of the region’s incredible dark
skies. Over 30 community members and visitors took turns using the Shire's telescope, with
some of us getting a close-up look at the surface of the moon, Jupiter and surrounding
stars. The Friday Night Starlights events will continue throughout the year, with the next
session scheduled for 19th June 2026.

Afterwards, the night shifted from stargazing to dancing as the line dancing class kicked off
in the outdoor garden area. Everyone was encouraged to join in, regardless of experience,
with plenty of laughs as people learned the steps together. Thanks to Ainslee at EES Line
Dancing in Carnarvon for coming out to share her skills with the crowd. There were plenty
of boots on the dance floor.

A special thanks to the Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist Park Team for hosting this events.
Great food and inviting warm outdoor fire made for an enjoyable evening for all.
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GASSY GOSSIP

When the ABC Comes to Breakfast

On Friday May 22, we welcomed Kelly Gudgeon
from ABC Pilbara Breakfast back to Gascoyne
Junction to catch up on what has been
happening. Throughout the morning show from
the Gascoyne Junction CRC, Kelly spoke with
residents across the Shire starting with Shire
President Jim Caunt who spoke with Kelly about
Cyclone Narelle recovery, the ongoing impact of
drought across the Shire, the service of our
retiring Councillors and the upcoming council
election. Next in the hot seat was Tourism &
Community Development Officer Ainsley Hardie,
who shared with listeners the events and
activities planned for the Under Gascoyne Skies
Festival being held. The new CRC Champion
Digital Literacy Program was also discussed.
Hamish McTaggart donned the headphones to
chat about his time as a Councillor and the
upcoming Junction Races. Sandy from Landor
Races also chatted with Kelly about their event in
late September. Paula from Burringurrah
Rremote Community School chatted about the
upcoming Run for Blue event at the community
and how the students are preparting for this
much loved community event. Cherie Walker
shared the news of the re-establishment of the
Gascoyne CWA highlighting that the group has
the second highest membership numbers. The
group are fundraising to renovate the Carnarvon
CWA building. The regional focus of this group
with members from across Carnarvon and the
Upper Gascoyne is something to be celebrated.
Thanks for dropping by Kelly.
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GASSY GOSSIP

RO Plant Opening

The official opening of the new RO Plant was held following the Shire of Upper Gascoyne’s
May Council Meeting on Saturday 23rd May 2026. It was great to see community members
come together to celebrate such an important project for the Shire, securing a long term
water supply to maintain gardens and parks without impacted the potable water supply for
town..

During the opening, Gary gave everyone a really informative and easy-to-understand
rundown on how the Reverse Osmosis pumping station works, explaining the process
behind the system as the water leaves the bore and to make it usable for town needs.

The afternoon gave locals the chance to learn more about the project, ask questions, and get
a better understanding of the benefits the new plant will bring to the community for years to
come. Overall, it was a fantastic event and an important milestone for the Upper Gascoyne.
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GASSY GOSSIP

Under Gascoyne Skies Festival

Music in the Park delivered a fantastic afternoon and
evening of live entertainment at the Town Amphitheatre in
Two Rivers Memorial Park, with locals and visitors coming
together to enjoy great music, good company, and a
relaxed community atmosphere.

Andrew Winton kicked off the festivities and set the tone
for the evening with an enjoyable performance that had
the crowd settled in and ready for a great night ahead.

The much-anticipated return performance from Proud
Mary was a definite highlight of the night, bringing plenty
of energy, crowd favourites, and classic hits to the stage.
The crowd was up singing along, dancing, and enjoying the
atmosphere as the night rolled on.

With live music, plenty of community connection, and a
great turnout, Music in the Park was another successful
event that brought people together and created a fantastic
atmosphere for everyone involved.

Farewell & Thank You

We said goodbye to our dear locals Jarrod, Blanche, Dustin
and Bridie as they head off on their next adventure. They
will certainly be missed by many. We wish Jarrod and
Blanche all the very best for what's to come and hope this
next adventure brings them plenty of happiness, success,
and exciting opportunities. Blanche gave a heartfelt
speech on behalf of the family leaving not many dry eyes.
The night was also an opportunity to say thank you for
their contribution to Gascoyne Junction over the past 11
years..

The contribution of retiring councillors Hamish McTaggart
and Will Baston were also acknowledged on the evening.
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JOIN THE GASCOYNE
JUNCTION SPORTS
CLUB GYM

Did you know that there is a gym in
Gascoyne Junction located in the
Pavilion Precinct.

Membership is available for all
Shire residents.

3 months:
6 months: $51.35
12 months: $102.70

To join or find out more please
contact the Gascoyne Junction
Community Resource & Visitor
Information Centre

E: crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
T. 08 9943 0988

Honeywade. Granola Bars

HEALTHY TREAT!

B e e i T R A AR e

make. They're highly customisable with your favourite
nuts, dried fruit, and chocolate.

Main Ingredients

Rolled oats Makes about 12 bars

Almonds (or any nuts) Prep & Cook Time
Honey Prep: 20 mins
Cook: 10 mins

Chill: 2 hours

Butter

Brown sugar

Vanilla & Pinch of salt

Dried cranberries (or other dried f

Mini chocolate chips

How They're Made

Toast the oats and nuts in the oven for extra flavour.

Melt butter, honey, and brown sugar together to create
the sticky mixture that holds everything together.

Mix the wet ingredients with the oats and nuts.

Let cool slightly, then stir through dried fruit and
chocolate chips.

Firmly press the mixture into a lined baking pan.
Refrigerate for at least 2 hours before cutting into bars.
Store in the fridge for the best texture.

Can be frozen for longer storage.

Easily adaptable with different nuts, seeds, fruits, or
chocolate.
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. GASSIFIEDS

Are you looking for a place
to get your business, your
event, or your items for
sale in front of the
residents of the Shire of
Upper Gascoyne?

It's time to book an
advertising space in the
Gassy Gossip. Whether its
for one month or year
round this is the place to

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH
A4 - $45.80
AS - $28.35
A6 - $22.90
Business Card Size - $9.25

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH

You're standing in front of two doors, one leading to hell
and the other to heaven. There are two guards: one
always lies, and the other always tells the truth (but you
don't know which is which). What single question can
you ask to determine which door leads to heaven?
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Fireplace Umbrella June

Hot Chocolate
Kangaroo
Blanket

Rain

Weekend
Clouds
Soccer

Campfire
Winter

Cold

Cozy

Indoor
Jacket

Snuggle

Koala

Stars

Footy

Wind

Soup

Moon
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KIDS JOKES OF THE MONTH

How do cats keep their breath fresh?

ysem asnouwl asn /(BLU_ HIAMSNY
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