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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Tuesday 10th February
Wednesday 25th March
Wednesday 22nd April
Saturday 23rd May

Monday 29th June
Wednesday 29th July
Wednesday 26th August
Wednesday 23rd September
Wednesday 28th October
Wednesday 25th November
Wednesday 16th December

Council meetings
commence at 8:30am in the
Shire Council Chambers
located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents
are welcome to attend the
council meetings and
participate in the Public
Question Time session
which is held at the
beginning of each Council
Meeting.

FOUNCILNEWS

Chief Executive Officer

This month seems to have come and gone in a blink of an eye. The organisation
still continues to be under some stress due to staff resourcing issues. We are still
attempting to fill the Maintenance Grader and Serviceperson/General Operator
Positions. Two rounds of advertising have yet to land on the right people for the
positions. We will go again and see what this brings forward. On a brighter note,
Sean’s replacement, Adam Watkins has commenced duties. Adam comes from
the Shire of Shark Bay, and | am confident that he will fit in nicely and become a
valued member of the team.

I had a very enjoyable road trip with our Shire President and former Councillor
Mr David Robinson (Waddy). We inspected the new works on Carnarvon/Mullewa
Road and the Landor Realignment Project and also went up to Mount Clere
Station and caught up with Councillor Watters. Whilst on the Glenburgh/Dalgety
Road we called into Benz Mining Camp and caught up with them. Benz have a
camp of around 100 people and are flat out drilling with seven rigs onsite. We
spent the night at Mount Augustus and were treated to a very hearty meal. The
following day we travelled back to Gascoyne Junction via Cobra/Gifford,
Gifford/Edmund and Ullawarra Roads. We called into Yangibana Rare Earths
Mining Camp, not much action is happening in this space at the moment. Overall
the roads were in fair/good condition with the worst being at the top end of
Ullawarra going into Edmund/Gifford Creek.

| have started the process of transitioning into retirement. With the advent of new
legislation there is now a distinct legislated process for hiring a new CEO. This
entails forming a committee, doing a Terms of reference, seeking an independent
person and securing the services of an appropriate HR Company. Kim and | have
purchased a new property in Victoria and we have put the Collie house on the
market. Once the purchase/sale has been completed | will be in better position to
determine my last day of service. At this point | am thinking February/March
2027.

The Hot Springs Project is moving ahead. In partnership with the Gascoyne
Development Commission a contractor for the Concept Design and Visualisation
of the project has been selected and we look forward to the next steps in this
very exciting project.

We have continued with the development of the 26/27 Budget. Now that the
books for the 25/26 financial year have been closed off we will be in a better
position to predict the open/closing surplus.

On the 20th of July the President of WALGA - Mark Irwin AM and the CEO of
WALGA - Mr Nick Sloan visited Gascoyne Junction for a brief tour of our Local
Government. Jim and | had dinner with them and the following morning took
them for quick tour of our road network. Both Mark and Nick are members of the
State Road Advisory Committee.



COUNCILNEWS

The financial statements for June are still subject to yearend and audit adjustments so the final
figures for 2026 will differ to this report.

Preparation of the draft budget is progressing but slightly behind where | wish it to be. The
objective remains to present a substantially complete set of figures to the Council at this meeting.
Following this presentation, management will conduct a final review and make necessary
adjustments during August to ensure the budget is ready for formal adoption at the August
meeting. The return of Andrea Pears will bring a fresh set of eyes and significant experience
having previously prepared budgets for the Shire.

Tourism & Community Report
CRC

Our operational plan submitted to DPIRD has been approved so we look forward to delivering a
wide range of events and services for our community in the 26/27 year. CRC Stakeholder
organisations have been sending through their annual agreements and have worked with us to
conduct audits on how we deliver our services which have all been successful.

After road closures at the beginning of June, visitor numbers have finally seen an uptick with a
steady stream of visitors coming through daily. This is a promising sign after the slow start to the
year across the state due to the fuel scarcity crisis and Cyclone Narelle.

Poor weather saw the June Music in the Park move to the Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist Park
but an audience of locals and visitors enjoyed live music from Mick Mills. Geoff Udy will be
performing at the July Music in the Park.

Community

A dedicated team of volunteers has been busy getting the garden beds at the Community Garden
ready for planting. Our busy bees on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons have been well
attended with some additional work outside of these times. It is wonderful to see the space
coming back to life.

A GP Clinic and Nursing Clinic have been held in June. They were both well attended. The RFDS
calls were also steady through June with five calls assisted with at the CRC by staff.

Work is underway on our Community Weekend to be held on Friday October 9 and Saturday
October 10. On the night of October 9, Gascoyne Junction will host the West Coast Long Drive Car
Rally raising awareness and funds for Farm Angels. On this night we will also welcome back the
Bogan Bingo team to conduct an Aussie Icons Quiz Night.The Saturday will see live music, family
movies, a community BBQ and the return of the Gascoyne Junction Tennis Championships. The
weekend will coordinate activities for Mental Health and Children’s Week.



COUNCILNEWS

Tourism

The petrol awning signage was installed at the Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist Park providing a
lift to the fagade of the building and making it easier for visitors to identify the facility in town.
Thanks to Paul Kearney and his team for getting this job finalised.

Three submissions were made for the RFQ put out by the Gascoyne Development Commission
on our behalf to deliver a Concept Design & Visualisation package for the Gascoyne Junction Hot
Spring Project.Mala Landscape and Design have been appointed for this project which will be
delivered in three stages over 10 weeks commencing in August.The first stage will involve an
onsite visit from August 5 to 7 in Gascoyne Junction.

Meetings have been held with Fremantle Bienale - a company who creates drone shows to
share stories in the Night Sky specifically built to our regions.Discussions are underway for a
show specific to the Upper Gascoyne as part of a wider Gascoyne collaboration.An onsite visit
across the Shire is planned for mid-September visiting Gascoyne Junction, Kennedy Range and
Mt Augustus.

It is the time of the year where we continue our marketing for this season but also begin to plan
ahead for 2027 working with our digital and print marketing partners to share our messages
through a mix of distribution channels to communicate with our target audiences.

Executive Manager of Works and Services

As we kick start the new financial year, the past month has been about consolidating and tidying
up a few projects. Dameon and the Road Construction Team have finished up the
Landor-Meekatharra Road works and have started mobilising to the next job. The team did a
fantastic job. Next, they will be resheeting 13km of road along the Cobra-Gifford Road. Whilst this
section appears to be in good shape, there is no longer any material left to conduct maintenance
grading on and holds no form for shedding water. The team will be concentrating on building this
section back up, to allow for many years of maintenance grading.

The maintenance grader has been around the Mount Augustus area, he will be shifting his focus
toward the top end of Cobra-Dairy Creek Road, then shifting onto Ullawarra Road. There are some
minor washouts from previous rain events in these areas that need some much-needed attention,
along with general maintenance grading. Jeff has been doing a fantastic job, as he has been
conducting a one man show while we continue to look for another grader operator to fill the
vacant grader maintenance role.

The Town Crew has some great news, as their new Town Maintenance Supervisor has started this
week. We would like to welcome Adam Watkins to the team. Adam has previous experience in his
current role, having performed a similar role for the Shire of Shark Bay. He has performed what
can only be described as a reverse sea change with moving to the Upper Gascoyne. Please be sure
to introduce yourself to Adam should you get the opportunity, he's very approachable, very
knowledgeable, and will be a big addition to the team. We look forward to the new financial year
and sinking our teeth into what is ahead.



LOCAL GOVERNMENT EXTRAORDINARY ELECTION
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

An Extraordinary Postal Election will be held on Thursday, 24 September 2026 in the Shire of Upper Gascoyne to
fill the following vacancy:

District 1 Councillor Expiry of term: 16 October 2027

Nominations Open on Tuesday, 4 August 2026

Nominations Close at 4.00pm Tuesday, 11 August 2026

Nominations must be lodged with the Returning Officer:

¢ at any time during the above period by arrangement; or

e between 2.00pm and 4.00pm Tuesday, 11 August 2026 (close of nominations) at the Shire of Upper
Gascoyne, 4 Scott Street, GASCOYNE JUNCTION.

Nominations Requirements

Candidates are required to lodge with the Returning Officer:

e The Commission's preferred method for candidates to nominate is through the Commissions Nomination
Builder. This tool assists candidates in completing their nomination form, including their profile and additional
information. The Nomination Builder can be accessed via www.Igportal.waec.wa.gov.au/noms. Candidates
can complete their nomination details and profile, print the completed form with the allocated nomination ID,
and lodge it with the Returning Officer. Alternatively, a copy of the prescribed nomination form is available from
the Returning Officer or via www.elections.wa.qgov.au/Candidate-Information

e asingle A4 page profile of not more than 1,000 characters (including spaces) containing information about the
candidate;

e anomination deposit of $100 (cash, EFT, bank cheque or postal order);

¢ arecent passport-sized photograph (optional);

e every candidate must complete the online course titled Local Government Candidate Induction, available at
Induction for Prospective candidates | LGIRS candidates, prior to nominating and provide the course
code on the nomination form; and

+ in addition to the candidates A4 profile, Candidate can provide additional information that they consider to be
relevant to their candidature. This written statement cannot be more than 2,000 characters (including spaces),
must be in the English language and is for publication on the local government'’s official website only.
(optional)

Please Note:

Where an agent lodges a nomination on a candidate’s behalf, it must be in the prescribed form with a written
authorisation signed by the candidate. The documents may be hand delivered or posted to the Returning Officer
and must be received by the close of nominations.

Information

Full details about eligibility and nomination procedures for prospective candidates can be obtained by contacting
the Returning Officer, James WILLIAMS on 0417 576 132 or the Western Australian Electoral Commission on
13 63 06.

DENNIS O’REILLY gh o ;
ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER E‘ Electoral Commission
1363 06
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GASSY GOSSIP

Two Rivers Memorial Park

Memorial Plaques

At the July Council Meeting, a policy was endorsed to introduce Memorial Plaques within the
Two Rivers Memorial Park. With no cemetery in Gascoyne Junction, finding a suitable place
for residents and those with close ties to the Upper Gascoyne community can be
remembered, has been on council's agenda for sometime.

From August 27 applications for a memorial plaque can be submitted for approval. Once an
application has been approved the applicant will then make payment of the Memorial
Plaque Fee. This fee covers the cost of a concrete plinth, plagque with engraving and
installation under a tree in the Memorial Park.

Music in the Park

Upper Gascoyne loves when Geoff Udy
comes to town and he did not disappoint
putting on a incredible performance for the
July Music in the Park on Saturday July 25.
The weather was kind with clear blue skies
and no wind making for a lovely afternoon
on the grass. It was great to see a mix of
locals and visitors in the crowd. Thanks to
Geoff for making the trek to Gascoyne
Junction again. Our next Music in the Park
is August 22.
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Gascoyne Junction Community Garden

The first plants are in. Our team of volunteers have planted a test crop to see what works
and what doesn't. With seedlings hard to source, a seed germination project will also get
underway Stay tuned to find out more about how you can access the garden. The
Community Garden will have different levels of membership in 2028 for using the produce
from the garden.

Over the coming weeks we shall be starting our composting program. We will gladly accept
your scraps as a donation towards keeping our soils fertile.
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¥ Green Light Recipe of the Month

Rainbow Veggie Wraps

Ingredients

4 wholemeal wraps

200 g cooked chicken (or a can of tuna or chickpeas for a vegetarian option)
1 cup baby spinach

1 grated carrot

12 cucumber, sliced into thin strips

1% capsicum, thinly sliced

Y4 avocado, mashed

2 tablespoons hummus or reduced-fat cream cheese

Method

e ) e

Spread the hummus (or cream cheese) over each wrap.
Add the spinach, carrot, cucumber, capsicum and avocado.
Top with the chicken, tuna or chickpeas.

Roll the wrap tightly and slice in half.

Enjoy as a healthy lunch, picnic or after-school snack!

@ Why it's a Green Light recipe:

Packed with colourful vegetables, lean protein and wholegrains, these wraps are full of fibre,
vitamins and energy to help children stay focused and active throughout the day. They align well
with healthy eating recommendations for school lunches.

Healthy Tip: Encourage children to "eat the rainbow" by including different coloured fruits and
vegetables each day.
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From 1 July 2026, the Fuel Support Payment will be available via the ServiceWA app.

The Fuel Support Payment is a cost-of-living measure to help Western Australians with fuel
costs.

The one-off $100 payment will help with fuel costs and can be used however you choose,
including donating it to a charity directly through the ServiceWA app.

Eligibility and who can claim the Fuel Support Payment?

The payment is available to motorists with a valid Western Australian driver’s licence,
including learner’s permits, provisional and extraordinary driver’s licences.

How to claim

+ The fastest and most convenient way to claim the Fuel Support Payment is through
the ServiceWA app.

* Log in with your Digital ID and fill in the form with your licence details.
+ Alternativly you can fill out a hardcopy claim form which you can obtain from the
Community Resource Centre.

Individual appointments are available through the Gascoyne
Junction CRC to assist with setting up your ServiceWA App.

Call 08 9943 0988 or
email crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

to arrange a time.
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BLASTFROMTHEPAST

THISSEGMENTOF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS AND EVENTSIN
THEUPPERGASCOYNE.

THE JIMBA JIMBA GHOST

The events took place over several months starting in February 1934 around Gascoyne Junction,
specifically targeting the Jimba Jimba station homestead. Initially treated as a joke, the situation grew
serious as an elusive figure repeatedly raided eatables from a veranda safe and terrorized the
women and children living at the isolated outpost. The figure was stealthy enough to slip past a
cordon of watchers undetected and was reported to have assaulted station natives who got too
close. The Junction police and trackers spent days pursuing his tracks across paddocks—a tactic the
newspaper criticized as useless, since the "ghost" seemed to lay tracks intentionally to keep pursuers
busy. Tracks were even found directly in front of the local post office before disappearing through a

police paddock. At the time of the report, Constable Summers of Carnarvon had been brought in to
assist, but the figure remained at large.
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BLASTFROMTHEPAST

THISSEGMENT OF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLES ON NEWS AND EVENTSIN
THEUPPERGASCOYNE.

Jimba Jimba Station is a vast pastoral lease in the Gascoyne region of Western Australia,
operating as a cattle station at the junction of the Gascoyne and Lyons Rivers, approximately
30 km west of Gascoyne Junction along the Carnarvon-Mullewa Road. Established in 1878 on
an initial 100,000 acres and later expanded to around 400,000 acres through adjoining
leases, the property derives its name from an Aboriginal term meaning "very small,"
reflecting a historical irony given its scale. Today, it is owned and managed by Martin and
Virginia Baston, who continue pastoral operations focused on cattle production amid the

arid rangelands.,

The station's history traces back to its initial leaseholders, G. Hamersley and S. Simms,
before it passed to the Phillips brothers in 1885, who developed it into a key sheep station
carrying up to 20,000 head by the 1930s._Subsequent managers, including Phil Ryan,
Douglas Hugh Phillips, and later the Viveash and Bostock families, oversaw expansions such
as upgrading the original mud cottage homestead into a stone-built residence with features
like pressed metal ceilings and oregon verandah rafters.i11The property endured severe
challenges, including the devastating 1935-1942 drought that decimated livestock, but was

revitalized post-World War Il before its sale to the Bastons in 1977..

Recognized for its exceptional cultural heritage significance, Jimba Jimba Station was
classified as Category 1 in the Shire of Upper Gascoyne's Municipal Inventory in 1999 and
remains under assessment by the Heritage Council of Western Australia.iiiThe site features
well-preserved structures, including a stone homestead, kitchen-dining building, stone store
(believed to be the oldest surviving building), office, meathouse, cottage, and men's quarters,

alongside gravesites that underscore its long human occupancy.riiln contemporary times,

the station participates in rangelands revitalization efforts, employing rotational grazing to

manage cattle and regenerate soils in the face of extreme weather, such as record

heatwaves exceeding 49°C.
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

Why Do Birds Sing? - Non - Fiction

ITITOUZIIVUL VUT TIISLUTY DITUSUIIE T1ds THnuericeu drt, poetry and
music. It can elevate our mood and bring our backyards to life. We
often hear birds singing as we go about our lives, but have you ever
wondered who they are singing to and what they are singing about?

The term 'bird brain' has led us to underestimate the brainpower it
takes to hear a song, remember it and practise until it is reproduced
correctly. In the same way human infants learn to talk, young birds
learn their song by listening and remembering the sounds produced
by their parents. Not only that, birds use different songs and calls, and
different pitch, tone and volume, depending on who they're
communicating with and what they want to say-much like the way we
vary our speech.

Australia's Aviation Heroes - Non Fiction

Author: Colin Burgess

Based on personal interviews conducted by the author over many
years,Australia’s Aviation Heroescelebrates the achievements of
extraordinary men in extraordinary times.

Meet Jack Treacy, the WWI fighter pilot who came perilously close to
joining the Red Baron in his grave. Relive the story of Ernie Guest, a
man determined to fly against all odds after storming into battle on
the bloody shores of Anzac Cove, Gallipoli, on 25 April 1915. George
Allan, the Scottish-born pilot who survived that same war, went on to
become one of the great pioneers in Australian aviation history.

These are the captivating stories of men who answered the call
during desperate times, willingly taking to the dangerous skies.



Apricot Chicken

Start by finding a large baking dish and
pre-heating your oven to 200 degrees
celsius / 390 degrees fahrenheit
(fan-forced).

Next, coat the tenderloins in flour (with a
little salt and pepper added)

Add the vegetable oil to a frypan and heat
over high heat. Cook the chicken on both
sides for about 1-2 minutes (or until
browned a little) before adding to the
baking dish.

TIP: You can skip this step, but it is a whole
lot better when you take the little extra time
required to brown the chicken a little before
cooking in the oven. It adds apowerful
flavour boostandreduces the oven cooking
time.

Next, drain the apricot halves and place
them in the baking dish.

Combine the apricot nectar, soy sauce,
cornflour and soup mix and whisk to
eliminate any lumps. Pour over the chicken
and apricot halves.

Bake in the oven, uncovered, for 35
minutes.
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Spags Burnett

Harry McKeough

CcrEFRNTEAAPDEDND

Jason Windie

6 Andrea Pears
13 Jodie McTaggart
22 Richard Dowker
24  Ken Kempton

4
21

Laney McKeough

Dot Hammerquist
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. GASSIFIEDS

Are you looking for a place
to get your business, your
event, or your items for
sale in front of the
residents of the Shire of
Upper Gascoyne?

It's time to book an
advertising space in the
Gassy Gossip. Whether its
for one month or year
round this is the place to

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH
A4 - $45.80
AS - $28.35
A6 - $22.90
Business Card Size - $9.25

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

Grab a cuppa and
solve a puzzle....

Did you know?

1. A hippopotamus can run faster than a man.

2. A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out.

3. Most insects hatch from eggs.

4. Pigs can't look up into the sky - it's physically impossible.

5. The shark is the only fish that can blink with both eyes.

6. An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its whole brain.

7. Kangaroos can't walk backward.

8. Avocados are a fruit, not a vegetable. ...

9. The Eiffel Tower can be 15 cm taller during the summer, due to
thermal expansion meaning the iron heats up, the particles gain
kinetic energy and take up more space.

10. Trypophobia is the fear of closely-packed holes. ...

11 Ainictraliaic widar than tha mmnanAn

toughest tongue twister In the English language.
16. If you sneeze too hard, you could fracture a rib.
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KIDS JOKES OF THE MONTH

What kind of tree fits in your hand?

994] Wjed V Jamsuy
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