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Ordinary Council
Meeting Dates

Tuesday 10th February
Wednesday 25th March
Wednesday 22nd April
Saturday 23rd May

Monday 29th June
Wednesday 29th July
Wednesday 26th August
Wednesday 23rd September
Wednesday 28th October
Wednesday 25th November
Wednesday 16th December

Council meetings
commence at 8:30am in the
Shire Council Chambers
located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents
are welcome to attend the
council meetings and
participate in the Public
Question Time session
which is held at the
beginning of each Council
Meeting.

COUNCILNEWS

Chief Executive Officer

Firstly, | would like to congratulate Lance Root on being elected to the position
of Councillor for the Shire of Upper Gascoyne. We now have a full contingent
of Councillors which is great. | am very confident that Lance has a skill set that
will add great value to Council and assist us in our decision making.

| have attended the following meetings:
Roadwise

Wyloo

Benz

Regional Road Group
WALGA Zone Meeting
WALGA On-site meeting
Lotteries west

Mala - Hot Springs

GDC

Procurement Plus

The compliance audit has been completed in draft form; Cherie and | are
working through it to make sure we are doing what we claim to be doing. This
will be brought to Council via the next Audit Committee / OMC in September.

There has been a bit of disruption in the office as the front of house is being
renovated. It has smartened up the area with a fresh coat of paint, repaired
cracked gyprock walls and will provide security for all staff once the new
counter gets installed. This has necessitated staff relocating to various offices
scattered from the CRC and throughout the Admin Building. This is going to
help ensure the admin has the capacity to provide a full service to the
community, and future proof it for much needed missing roles.

Our very own, Sean Walker, is a recipient of a WALGA's “Future Leadership
Scholarship”. Sean will be undertaking a Diploma of Local Government. The
LGA50120 Diploma of Local Government is a nationally recognised qualification
designed to support Local Government Officers to develop a strong, practical
understanding of how Local Government operates within a legislative and
governance framework. The qualification is suited to Officers who have
developed capability through workplace experience or prior study and are
seeking to strengthen their understanding of Local Government systems,
responsibilities and decision-making in practice. It supports applied learning for
professionals who are ready to formalise their experience and build confidence
working across Local Government functions.



COUNCILNEWS

Work continued with the 2026/27 Budget. My thanks go out to all staff and in particular
Andrea’s Team and RSM for pulling this together. It is a monumental task given that the end of

year accounts also need to happen at the same time as well as preparing for an up-coming
Audit.

Cr Caunt and | are busy trying to arrange meetings with the Minister for Transport and the CEO
of Benz for when we are down in Perth at the conference. We are trying to get additional
support for the maintenance and up-grade of our road network.

Work has commenced in setting up a local procurement panel, much the same as the WALGA
Panel, where local suppliers can register with all their details for inclusion on the different
categories, we will set-up. These could be Civil Contractors, Labour Hire, Project Management,
Financial Services and the like. This will make it a lot easier for staff to choose a contractor and
will eliminate the cumulative effect of engaging the same contractor

Executive Manager of Finance and Administration

Firstly, | would like to thank the team for all their efforts in keeping the Finance and Corporate
Services operating during my leave. It was very much appreciated! Having been back for three
weeks my priority has been finalising the budget in readiness for adoption at the August OCM.

Once this is complete our next objective is to finalise the 2025/26 Financial Statements so that the
first draft can be forwarded to the Office of the Auditor General by the 30thof September 2026,
prior to our onsite audit scheduled to commence Monday 5thOctober 2026.

CRC & Community

July was a busy month at CRC where we hosted both a GP and Nursing Clinic which were
both well attended.The nursing clinic visits will continue in August with a Maternal Health
Clinic to be held. Staff has also been assisting with minor first aid and RFDS call outs.

On Friday August 14, the CRC hosted staff, the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School
and community members for a morning tea for Flanno for a Farmer Day raising $253.10. The
CRC staff are well into plans for the Upper Gascoyne community weekend. The weekend will
commence with a Digital Business Workshop - free for all residents of the Upper Gascoyne as
part of the CRC's involvement in the CRC Digital Champions Program. Bogan Bingo will be
returning to hold an Aussie Icon Quiz Night as we host the Western Long Drive for Farm
Angels on Friday October 9. On Saturday Live Music, a Community Lunch, Social Tennis
Tournament and art activities will be held at the Pavilion. Music in the Park in July was held
with a mix of visitors and locals in attendance.The August event will be held on Saturday 22
August.

Work is progressing on the Digital War Memorial with work on track for installation in
October. The team of volunteers at the Community Garden have planted the first trial of
seedlings. Thanks to all have been involved so far.

Tourism

On August 5 and 6, consultants from Mala who have been engaged for the Hot Springs project
travelled to Gascoyne Junction for a preliminary onsite visit. A first stage presentation will be
given on Friday August 21. An onsite visit with Fremantle Biennale has been confirmed for
September 15 with the team visiting Mount Augustus, Kennedy Range and Gascoyne Junction
to gather ideas for a night sky show for our local government area.



COUNCILNEWS

It has been wonderful to see several motorcycle tour groups pass through the region over the
past few weeks, increasing occupancy and visitor spend in the region. Overall, there has been
an increase in visitation numbers over the past two months which has been pleasing to see.
The old problem of not having enough accommodation to accommodate groups has risen
again over the past few weeks. GDC and Horizon Power have both travelled to Gascoyne
Junction to hold meetings and staff training in the past week alone.

Work is underway on creating marketing material for 2027 promotional material.

Executive Manager of Works and Services

The month of August has come and gone so quick, it will be the Junction Races in no time. As
such, the Shire will be prepping the track for the 2026 Junction Races at the end of this swing to
ensure the community has a fantastic Junction Races weekend. Outside of that, the works crew
have been busy as always. Jeff has been conducting maintenance grading along the top end
from Cobra-Gifford Creek Road, all the way around the top and back down Ullawarra Road. This
area required some much-needed attention after Cyclone Narelle. Jeff is still flying solo as the
Shire still searches for a quality maintenance grader operator to join the team. The road
construction team have been slipping into Cobra-Gifford Creek Road, it is full steam ahead. We
are currently 3km into resheeting 13km of road, as always Dameon and the team are kicking
goals.

The town crew have been flat out keeping up with the weeds with the on/off again rain we have
been having, the addition of Trish to the team has certainly been welcomed. Unfortunately, Ali
has decided to move on to bigger and better things, as such she will be leaving us in October.
The Shire would like to thank Ali for all that she has done, she has been a big part of the town
team and will be sorely missed. Tourists and visitors regularly mention how nice the town looks,
Ali has always gone above and beyond to keep this place looking top notch. They will be big
shoes to fill when she’s gone.

As for projects around town, the chemical laydown is all but complete, once the area is filled in
with gravel and tidied up, it will be ready for the storage of chemicals and associated equipment.
Lot 48 and 49 carports are complete, fantastic news for the team storing their vehicles there
during their swing.
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

Olivia- Grace And Gratitude- Biography

Author: Miranda Young

From the UK to Melbourne and all around the world, Grease superstar

Olivia Newton-John is one of the most beloved musical and acting icons
in the world. Grace and Gratitude covers Olivia's journey as a dedicated
woman in music who conquered the international entertainment world
as well as being a mother, a wife and a relentless charity advocate who
fought against the cancer that sadly took her from the world in August

of 2022.

With over twenty years of music and film research under her belt,
author Miranda Young celebrates Olivia's achievements while also
paying tribute to the incredible woman she has become beyond her
fame. With tributes from famous celebrities and public figures and
exclusive insights from some of Australia’s biggest names in music,
Grace and Gratitude is the perfect tribute to a world-beloved icon.

Are Ya Right, Mate? - Non Fiction

Author: Terra Roam

“Go for a walk,” suggested the psychologist. Four and half years later,
Terra became the first female to walk solo and unsupported around
Australia, all in aid of suicide prevention. Not only did the
17,200-kilometre walk set a distance record, but Terra became a
roadside counsellor, helping thousands of people on their own paths
to mental health recovery. As Terra faces down wild dogs, staggers
through dust storms, and battles exhaustion, the story also delves
into lifelong experiences of depression, PTSD, anxiety, autism and
identity. This is a real-life recounting of surviving and thriving, no
matter the odds. The book can be used as a guide for healing, hiking
and connecting with Australia’s wild, wonderful, majestic natural
places, but above all to living life to the full.
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Two Rivers Memorial Park

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

At the July Council Meeting, a policy was
endorsed to introduce Memorial Plaques
within the Two Rivers Memorial Park. With
no cemetery in Gascoyne Junction, finding
a suitable place for residents and those
with close ties to the Upper Gascoyne
community can be remembered, has been
on council's agenda for sometime.

From August 27 applications for a
memorial plaque can be submitted for
approval. Once an application has been
approved the applicant will then make
payment of the Memorial Plaque Fee. This
fee covers the cost of a concrete plinth,
plagque with engraving and installation
under a tree in the Memorial Park.

GDC VISIT

On August 12 & 13 the Gascoyne
Development Commission's Board and
Staff visited Gascoyne Junction to both
hold a Board Meeting and a Sundowner
Event to meet with locals and talk about
the Upper Gascoyne economy. A great
crowd turned out and it was great to see
lot's of conversation between our
residents and the GDC staff and board.

FLANNO FOR A FARMER

On Friday August 14, the Community
Resource Centre hosted Flanno for a Farmer
as a fundraising event for Farm Angels.
Farm Angels are an Australian charity
started in rural Australia for farmers,
primary producers and pastoralists to
provide support during times of natural
disaster. $253.10 was raised during the
morning. Thanks to the Shire staff,
Gascoyne Junction Remote Community
School and our visiting contractoirs who
attended and supported this great cause.
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Gascoyne Junction Community Garden

The restoration of the garden and bringing it back to its former glory is going to plan. The
seedlings that were intially planted last month are looking great! Carrots, Tomatoes,
Zuchinni, Cabbage and Lettuces to name a few will be ready to harvest soon and it will be a
celebtration of the projects intention of providing the community with fresh produce to
share. Jeffery Pyman has donated Asparagus to be added and the recticulation is now
fixed providing the plants with much needed water as the months will becoming
increasingly wamer and dryer.
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BLASTFROMTHE PAST

THISSEGMENTOF THEGOSSIP EXPLORES PAST ARTICLESON NEWS AND EVENTSIN
THEUPPERGASCOYNE.
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JOIN THE
GASCOYNE
JUNCTION

SPORTS CLUB
GYM

Did you know that there is a
gym in Gascoyne Junction
located in the Pavilion
Precinct.

Membership is available for
all Shire residents.

3 months: $33.00
6 months: $60.00
12 months: $110.00

To join or find out more
please contact the Gascoyne

Junction Community
Resource & Visitor
Information Centre

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

T: 08 9943 0988

49



GASSIFIEDS

Are you looking for a place
to get your business, your
event, or your items for
sale in front of the
residents of the Shire of
Upper Gascoyne?

It's time to book an
advertising space in the
Gassy Gossip. Whether its
for one month or year
round this is the place to

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $48.00
A5 - $30.00
A6 - $24.00
Business Card Size - $10.00
Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME

Grab a cuppa and solve a puzzle....

Did you know?
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