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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Tuesday 10th February

Wednesday 25th March 

Wednesday  22nd April 

Saturday 23rd May 

Monday 29th June 

Wednesday 29th July

Wednesday 26th August

Wednesday 23rd September

Wednesday 28th October

Wednesday 25th November

Wednesday 16th December 

Council meetings 
commence at 8:30am in the 
Shire Council Chambers 
located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents 
are welcome to attend the 
council meetings and 
participate in the Public 
Question Time session 
which is held at the 
beginning of each Council 
Meeting.

Council News

September Council Meeting

Both an Ordinary Council Meeting and Audit, Risk and Improvement 
Committee Meeting were held on Wednesday September 23.

Jim Caunt, John McCleary and Sean Walker travelled to Perth this month to 
meet with the Grants Commission, the Minister for Transport, Main Roads and 
to catch up with several of the mining companies currently working in the 
Upper Gascoyne.  Shire President Caunt, Councillor Tubby and Councillor 
McKeough along with CEO John McCleary also attended the Western Australia 
Local Government Association (WALGA) conference. 

St af f  Happenings

On Thursday September 22, we also said farewell to Mark Willis who has been 
in an acting role in the Finance team for the past six months.  His work as 
both the Senior Finance Officer and as Acting Manager of Corporate Services 
and Finance during Andrea's long service leave has been integral to the 
ongoing operations in the department and we thank him for his service.

John will be working throughout October out of the office whilst beginning his 
relocation to Victoria. He will continue to be available by phone and email 
throughout this time. 

Works Team

A new garden tip truck has arrived in Gascoyne Junction to join the team.  The 
contract for the provision of Bulldozer services was awarded. The latest road 
sealing project on Carnarvon Mullewa Road between the Cobra Dairy Creek & 
Glenburgh turnoffs has been completed.  There is now 15km of this 30km 
stretch sealed.  We have 140km of unsealed road left to the Meekatharra 
Shire boundary.  

Finance Team

The 2025 Compliance Return was presented to Council and passed at the Risk 
and Improvement Committee Meeting. The team are now preparing for the 
arrival of the Auditors during the second week of October for their annual 
assessment. 
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Aut hor : Em ily Howes

Mrs Dickens - Fiction

Aut hor :  Richard Of fen 

Perth Then and Nowpairs stunning photographs from the archives 
with specially commissioned contemporary shots, viewpoint for 
viewpoint, so you can see exactly how the city?s most fascinating 
places have changed.

This book tells the fascinating story of Perth as a modern city, 
tracing the formation of the Swan River Colony in 1829, the 
gold?rush booms of the late 19th century, and today?s 
contemporary skyline, shaped by layers of development and rich 
heritage.

This updated edition reflects recent changes in the city, from the 
riverfront around Elizabeth Quay and the Horseshoe Bridge to 
beloved cultural landmarks such as His Majesty?s Theatre and The 
Melbourne Hotel.

Perth-Then and Now - Non Fiction

BOOKS OF THE MONTH

The novel centres on his relationship with his wife Catherine (Kate) and 
her long term servant Anne. Twenty two years of marriage and ten 
surviving children with Charles, a man that Catherine obviously loved 
dearly. However Charles was a volatile man who treated his wife both in 
private and public with abusive and cruel behaviour.

An emotional read that made me angry and sad. I learnt about a side of 
the author Charles Dickens and his behaviour that I did not much like. 
Recommended to those readers that find fact weaved into a fictional story 
a worthwhile read.
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The Shire of Upper Gascoyne Junction Cup was won by Candlelight Sherif, trained by Ricky Evans 
and ridden by Casey Hunter. Ricky and Casey also took out leading trainer and leading jockey 
honors. Many thanks to Blue Lagoon Pearls, Denham, for sponsoring these awards, and to all 
our race sponsors? we couldn?t do it without you.

Thank you to Elders auctioneer Graeme Curry for hosting the Calcutta, a true race-day highlight.

Congratulations to everyone who entered Fashions on the Fields? you all looked fabulous.

Many thanks to all our wonderful sponsors, without them our weekend would not be possible.

It was a wonderful weekend, and we sincerely thank everyone who came along and helped make 
the event such a success.

A special thank you to our hardworking volunteers, who generously gave their time over the 
weekend to support the club. Your dedication and effort are deeply appreciated.

Finally, thank you to our hardworking committee for everything you do in the lead-up to the 
races. This event takes months to organise, and we are proud to bring it together each year. We 
hope everyone enjoyed the weekend, and we look forward to seeing you next year as we 
celebrate our 120th anniversary.

Phil Kearney,

President

Phot o credit : West ern Racepix    Source: Junct ion Races Facebook Page

JUNCTION 
RACES

PRESIDENTS

REPORT

What a fantastic race weekend, with 1,200 
patrons officially through the gate. A big 
shout out to the Lions Club for managing 
the gate across the weekend. We truly 
appreciate your support.
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 KENNEDY RANGE CAMPDRAFT 2026 ?  THANK YOU FROM THE COMMITTEE

 The Kennedy Range Campdraft Committee would like to extend a huge and heartfelt thank 
you to each and every one of our sponsors, supporters, judges, volunteers and competitors 
who helped make our 2026 draft one to remember.

With our highest competitor numbers yet, it was fantastic to see so many familiar faces return, 
while also welcoming plenty of new ones to the Kennedy Range. Thank you to everyone who 
travelled from near and far to come along, compete, catch up with friends and enjoy the 
weekend with us. Our inaugural Challenge on Saturday was a fantastic way to kick off the 
weekend, with a great crowd and plenty of competitive riding. We hope everyone enjoyed being 
part of it as much as we did.

A special thank you to our Challenge judges Dawn Solomon, Chris Towne & Sally Towne, and 
our Campdraft judges Chris Towne, Aaron Land, Alistair Gordon & Scott Keiler. We truly 
appreciate the time, effort and dedication you gave to our event across the weekend.

A huge thank you to Bidgemia Cattle Co, who have donated cattle since our inaugural draft, 
and to Lyndon Station for joining forces with them this year to provide a beautiful line of cattle. 
To the hardworking crew at Redline Contracting, thank you for the huge effort you put in 
behind the scenes ?  you did a terrific job.

To the Junction Race Club, thank you as always for making the weekend that litt le bit easier by 
having your showers and toilets available for everyone to use. Your support is greatly 
appreciated. Mike from Complete Medical Solutions, thank you for once again putting your 
hand up to support our event and for looking after us over the weekend. We appreciate your 
continued support.

To Lance & Brooke Root from ABBL Contracting, thank you for providing the water truck, and to 
Kingsley, who kept the water moving and the wheels turning. We couldn?t have done it without 
you.Thank you to Harvest Road for generously providing the meat for our Sunday night dinner.

To our event photographers, Genevieve Robinson & Heidi Smith, thank you for spending the 
weekend on the rail and capturing so many special moments. And a big welcome to Chute 
Photography for joining us for their first year ?  we hope to see you back at Kennedy Range 
again.

A massive thank you to everyone who supported our first ever Calcutta. What an atmosphere! 
It certainly added another level of excitement to the weekend and was a huge success. Claire 
van Dongen, our honorary ?Event Secretary? ?  where would we be without you? Your help, 
organisation and willingness to jump in wherever needed is simply amazing. Thank you. 

 And finally, to our incredible volunteers ?  there are simply too many jobs to name them all.

From raising fences, hanging and swinging gates, installing hessian, fetching and carrying, 
setting up and packing down, pencilling scores and commentating, filling eskies, carting cattle, 
running the bar, selling merchandise and cooking steaks, to wishing competitors good luck at 
the side gate. To those who emptied bins, kept the amenities clean, kept everyone fed and 
watered, and those who simply chipped in wherever they were needed ?  thank you.

Every job, big or small, played an important part in bringing the 2026 Kennedy Range 
Campdraft together. It is the people behind the scenes who make these events what they are, 
and we are incredibly grateful for every one of you.

The weekend was a huge success, and we hope you all enjoyed being part of it as much as we 
did.Thank you for helping make Kennedy Range 2026 so memorable. We?ll see you all again in 
2027! 
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The final Music in the Park for 2026 was held at the 
Gascoyne Junction Pub & Tourist Park on September 
26, perfectly aligned with Grand Final Day.  A Gascoyne 
Junction favourite Grant Hart played once the final 
siren sounded in the AFL Grand Final for locals and 
visitors. The perfect way to celebrate or commiserate a 
great Grand Final.  Thanks to the team at the Pub for 
hosting this event. 

Music in the Park will be back in 2027. For those who 
missed Grant he is back in town for the Community 
Weekend on Friday October 9 and Saturday October 
10. 

MILLION MOVES

Members of the Shire of Upper Gascoyne community 
participated in a Million Moves walk on Thursday the 
17th of September around the Gascoyne Junction Town 
Oval. Throughout the first three weeks of September 
residents were encouraged to join Team Upper 
Gascoyne to challenge themselves to encourage 
participants to make a few more moves each day to 
promote better physical and mental health. 

MUSIC IN THE PARK & AFL GRAND FINAL DAY

PHYSIO & CIRCUIT CLASSES RETURNING

October will see the return of our monthly 
Physiotherapy Clinic at the Community Resource 
Centre.  Held in conjunction with the nursing 
clinics on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, the 
20 min appointments are FREE for residents of 
the Upper Gascoyne. 

A small group Circuit Class will also be held on the 
3rd Wednesday from 12.15pm to 1pm at the 
Gascoyne Junction Gymnasium. 

Bookings for both sessions can be made online 
on the Shire website under Community and 
Medical Clinics or by calling the CRC.   



25



26

Sept em ber  in t he Com m unit y Garden

Whilst the first few weeks of September have been a litt le quieter than usual in the community garden, 

there is still plenty happening beneath the surface. Nature certainly hasn?t slowed down! Our garden 
continues to grow, with new shoots appearing, plants putting on fresh growth and the promise of 
another season of produce ahead. It?s a lovely reminder that a garden doesn?t always need to be bustling 

with activity to be thriving. September is a time of change and new beginnings. The days are becoming 
brighter, the weather is warming, and the garden is responding with renewed energy. There is 
something special about seeing small seedlings develop and watching established plants flourish, 

knowing that they are growing day by day. Every plant, flower and vegetable represents a litt le bit of care 

and patience, and together they contribute to something we can all enjoy. By month's end Cherie, 
Cynthia, Di and Sophie were able to start the first harvest of our reinvigorated garden space. A 
rewarding activity, with the spoils shared amongst the team of volunteers. Watch this space next month 
for updates of how the produce has been used from straight to plate to preserving. This trial will be 
expanded to the wider community in 2027.  

Gascoyne Junct ion Com m unit y Garden
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The First  Harvest

From  Lit t le Things Big Thing Grow
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bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he  gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es on  news and  event s in  t he 

upper  gascoyne. 
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JOIN THE 
GASCOYNE 
JUNCTION 

SPORTS CLUB 
GYM

Did you know that there is a 
gym in Gascoyne Junction 

located in the Pavilion 
Precinct.

Membership is available for 
all Shire residents. 

3 months: $33.00

6 months: $60.00

12 months: $110.00

To join or find out more 
please contact the Gascoyne

Junction Community 
Resource & Visitor 
Information Centre 

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

T: 08 9943 0988
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gASSiFIEDS
Are you looking for a place 
to get your business, your 

event, or your items for 
sale in front of the 

residents of the Shire of 
Upper Gascoyne?

It 's time to book an 
advertising space in the 

Gassy Gossip. Whether its 
for one month or year 

round this is the place to 

ADVERTISING RATES PER MONTH

A4 - $48.00

A5 - $30.00

A6 - $24.00

Business Card Size - $10.00

Contact the CRC on 9943 0988 or

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
Grab a cuppa and solve a puzzle....

Did you know?
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