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-First river flow for January 2018 - Killili Bridge,                                           

Gascoyne Junction.  

 Photos By: Amanda Leighton. 
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 Council News  

Jan/Feb 2018 

Dear Readers 

Welcome to the first edition of the óGassy Gossip for 2018, I trust everyone had a very enjoyable festive 

season. Personally I must say that my break was busy getting the Brunswick House ready for sale, so 

painting, cleaning and gardening for me.  

Staff  

It is with regret that we have received a resignation from Lance Root. Lance has indicated that due to the 

travel and the fact he has a young family that it was becoming too difficult. I fully appreciate Lanceôs   

predicament and support his decision as family has to be the number one consideration. I am convinced 

that this position is adding value to the Shire and will look to reappoint as soon as we can find the right 

person.  

Status of Grants  

I am pleased to be able to advise that the Shire has received a grant from the Lotteries Commission to 

erect a shade sail for the Community Court Yard for the Arts & Craft / Gymnasium / Accommodation 

structures located in the Pavilion Precinct.  

Christmas Party 2017  

 

Our Shire Community Christmas Party was held on the 15 December 2017, which drew a large crowd, 

from locals to visitors from surrounding areas.  Lots of beautiful festive food was prepared for the        

occasion and Santa Claus with his big sack of presents for the children. A big thanks go to our local     

businesses and contractors who supported this event. I would also like to thank Shane Alymore for       

volunteering to be óFather Christmasô, he performed the task with admirable aplomb.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australia Day  

 

On Friday 26 January an Australia Day event was held at the Junction Pub & Tourist Park, the event was 

well attended with lots of food and drinks being served, also a few of the locals enjoyed a few friendly 

games of darts. 

 

Thank you to everyone who came along from the local community and surrounding areas and supported 

us at this great event.  
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A big thank you to Mitch, John, Marcia and Omo for their kind donation of meat raffles and catering with 

wonderful food and music, to keep the crowd rocking on into the evening. A great enjoyable day had by 

all. Omo is proving to be Chef with flair and is producing amazing meals at a very reasonable price, I 

would encourage those who have not tasted his culinary masterpieces to come out and give it a go.   

 

Gascoyne in May  

 

Gascoyne River Country Music Festival, is being held on 11,12 & 13 May this year, we have some great    

artists in the Line Up for this year with country rock musician ï Ray Ryder, The Pigram Brothers Duo just 

to name a couple, Food vendors and caterers, also Kader Boot company has expressed an interest in 

coming to the Junction to set up a stall to sell their wares.  

 

Gassy Dash  

2018 Kickstarters Gascoyne Dash 30th March - 1st April Easter Weekend, the Dash will run from         

Carnarvon to Gascoyne Junction and return. The campsite is at Junction Race track which has all the   

facilities for this event.  

Transport  

The start to the New Year has been an extremely busy one for all of us.  Lance and Nat have been     

carrying on with completing paving on the new house in Hatch Street and getting on top of reticulation 

issues in staff housing and buildings.  The lads have conducted a full retic inspection on all buildings 

since and repairs are ongoing. We have been pumping directly out of the river since the recent flow and 

will continue to do so until the river levels drop again.   

Dianne Kempton is still assisting with mowing lawns and gardening during this busy time. To add to the 

workload, we experienced a mini cyclone that took out the pub playground shelter, water tanks, staff 

housing fences and some roof sheets. Luckily insurance will cover these costs. 

Materials for the Woodgamia fencing project have arrived, the Max Employment team will be erecting the 

fence themselves.  The materials for the north river fence are here and Bobby Pepper will erect the fence 

this month while Junction Contracting will install the grid on Killili Road.  

Maintenance Graders  

We welcome back Thomas Fletcher onto the maintenance grader, Thomas is swapping out with Dameon 

Whitby just to change things up and give Dameon the opportunity to lead the construction crew.      

Thomasô efforts on the construction are greatly appreciated and I am certain Dameon will do a great job. 

Eventually we hope to have Warren Kempton doing the same in order to give us greater flexibility with 

our grader operators. 

January saw significant rain throughout the shire which has caused damage in some areas.  We deployed 

all three of our graders to deal with opening up works over nearly all of our northern and eastern road 

network.  Once this is complete they will resume normal maintenance operations starting on the Landor 

Meekatharra road and then up to Mount Augustus including Woodlands, Mt Clere and Walburg roads.  

They will then split and Warren will work from Landor towards Glenburgh, Thomas will continue to 

Ullawarra road.  
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Construction Crew  

Cobra Dairy Creek Rd -  Again the rain event associated with ex tropical cyclone Joyce has altered our 

construction programme.  Michael Emin returned a couple of weeks earlier to begin carting gravel on the 

Cobra Dairy Creek job so the team could begin re sheeting when returning from leave.  Instead Michael 

assisted in the opening up of roads following cyclone Joyce.  We engaged a contractorôs road train side 

tipper to assist Michael in carting of material and the team will fire up on Cobra dairy Creek road on the 

12th February.  We anticipate that we will complete works there by the 21 st February.  Once the sheeting 

is completed we will concentrate on signage on the first 60km of the Cobra dairy Creek road.  

Beedary Floodway C3330 -  Jarrod Walker is  working to finalise costing and a timetable to begin the 

Beedary floodway project on the 12 th March. Together we have a total budget of $519,000 between our 

funding and Quadrioôs flood damage money.  We plan to raise and cement stabilise the existing 700m of 

road back up to natural height and install edge walls and rock protection on the downstream of all three 

crossing points.  At this stage we will utilise our grader, side tipper and rollers and Quadrio will supply 

the dozer, loader, gravel and water carts. Jarrod will get quotes for the installation of edge walls and 

rock protection.  

Once completed our next and final construction work is on the Landor Mount Augustus road re sheeting 

approximately two-three kilometres near Rutters Creek to expend an additional amount of funding we 

were successful in obtaining late last year. 

Rutters Creek C3326 -  We have received three quotes for the installation of a concrete crossing at 

Rutters Creek.  A decision will be made this week as to who and when we will carry out works  

Indigenous Access -  we have received an additional $157,500 as result of applying for a Special      

Project Roads Grant.  This will be spent re sheeting approximately 3-4km of the Landor Mount Augustus 

road north Rutters Creek.  At this stage we will begin this project after we complete the Beedary     

Floodway. 

Cobra Dairy Creek hill realignment C3325 -  We have finally been granted a clearing permit and   

permission from the mining lease holder to realign and clear for gravel extraction.  This project funding 

was reallocated to re sheeting other sections of the same road this year.  However now we can plan this 

project in for the future.  

WANDRAA  

Quadrio and Lacy earthmoving were postponed from returning to work due to the road damage from 

Cyclone Joyce.  They have since returned to work on the 7th of February. At the time of writing          

discussions were being held as to possibly altering the work programme for each contractor to accom-

modate the new damage and additional WANDRAA claim being initiated.   

New Claim -  We have initiated the process for a new flood damage claim to WANDRAA for the recent 

damage sustained as a direct result of rainfall form ex tropical cyclone Joyce.   

Council News  
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The event has been declared a Natural Disaster.  We obtained quotes for the original damage             

assessment and Greenfields were engaged to conduct a full pickup within a week of the event.  All roads 

have been assessed and a submission is being put together by Greenfields as we speak.  Nearly all roads 

have been opened up and MRWA have inspected some of the damage.  

Figure 1; Côvon Mullewa Road 

Figure 2; Landor Mount Augustus Rd  
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Equipment. 

Pronto has done a great job working his way through the defect list on our machines over the Christmas shutdown.  

All major work is completed with only some minor tasks to attend to.  Full credit to Pronto for bashing his way 

through such a big list this year. 

Lance Hatch has also completed all planned works on the Westrac equipment. 

In the wash up we have decided to stand down the Steiger tractor as we have deemed it too unsafe to operate and 

not viable to repair to a standard fit for operation.    As such we will have to finish the financial year without the use 

of a grid roller where possible or factor in the hire of a tractor where required.  A replacement tractor will be 

sourced in the new financial year.   

The new Grader has landed in Australia and Westrac Geraldton have begun commissioning it and are on track to 

deliver at the beginning of March.  Smith and Broughton will conduct an inspection and take receivership of our 

existing grader once the new on has arrived.                                             

Road Inspections 

On the 19
th
 and 20

th
 of February the full council and staff undertook a detailed road inspection of the roads in the 

Southern sector of the Shire. These inspections are vital in the overall scheme of assessing our roads and prioritis-

ing future works and methodologies.  

Council News  

Figure 3; Coordewandy Crossing on the C'von Mullewa Road  
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Pingandy ï Mount Augustus to Paraburdoo Road Re -alignment  

On the 12th of February 2018 I accompanied Councillor Caunt and John King (Talis) to attend a     

meeting with the Ashburton Shire in Paraburdoo. The meeting was to inform the Shire of Ashburton 

about the current status of the Mount Augustus to Paraburdoo realignment project and seek their   

formal support. Anecdotally, I got the impression that the presentation was very well received by all 

those in attendance.   

 

As always, I hope that you have a great month ahead and look forward to keeping you further      

informed in our next edition. I am available at any time, so call in or give me a call.  

 

John McCleary, JP 
Chief Executive Officer  



 8 

 

 

COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2018 
 

Wednesday  21st February 2018 

 

Wednesday  28th March 2018 

 

Thursday   26th April 2018 

 

Wednesday  30th May 2018 

 

Wednesday  27th June 2018 

 

Wednesday  25th July 2018 

 

Wednesday  29th August 2018 

 

Wednesday  19th September 2018 

 

Wednesday  31st October 2018 

 

Wednesday  28th November 2018 

 

Friday   14th December 2018 

 

All Audit Committee meetings commence at 8.00am. Council meetings commence at 

8.30am.  All meeting will be held at the Shire Council Chamber, 4 Scott Street,      

Gascoyne Junction. 
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Date: 

Time: 

Doctors Visit  

Gascoyne Junction Community Resource Centre  
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Damage around town. 
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Junction Pub & Tourist Park Childrenôs Playground. 
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Yarning Spot - North side of the River 
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