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Council News
Dear Readers
I have attended my first meeting with the District Health Advisory Council. As I am strongly advocating for the
reinstatement of the Doctors service in Gascoyne Junction. Unfortunately representatives of CMSAC and other
agencies were not in attendance so I couldn’t deliver my message to the on the ground service providers.
I am currently working with DFES (OEM) to establish a model for Local Governments to demonstrate the condition
of their roads prior to a proclaimed event. This is very challenging given that we are dealing with both the Federal
and State Governments and in particular their Audit requirements. This is holding up the processing of our latest
claim as they wanted pictorial evidence of the condition of the roads prior to the proclaimed event, we do have
pictorial evidence on most of our roads but not all and in particular Pimbee Road.
Purely from a personal Health perspective I can report that I have had treatment on Friday the 28 th of June 2019, I
also had the opportunity to catch up with the Oncologist to discuss the results of the CAT scan taken the previous
fortnight. It was somewhat inconclusive my primary organs such as the Brain, Lungs, Kidneys, Neck, Lymph Nodes,
Bladder are all normal, however, there are two small shadows on the Liver, the Doctor is not sure what these are
and has booked me in to get an ultra sound which gives a better picture if these are tumours or some other
anomaly. I had this done on Tuesday the 9th of July and had a follow up with the Doctor on the 12 th of July to
discuss the results and received treatment the same day. If they are suspicious he will arrange for a biopsy to be
undertaken and then we will know what we are dealing with. I am not sure what will happen if they are tumours, it
will either be a further operation, continue as is and monitor or additional treatment. How quick this happens is in
the hands of the Doctor.
Tidy Towns WA visited to judge our little community on 27th July. The judging criteria does not just address the
physical appearance of the towns but also what services and resources Local Governments provide to the
community and how they engage visitors and locals alike. Amanda and Cherie spent considerable time with the
panel answering and demonstrating what we do as a Shire. I am happy to report that the judges were amazed at
the level of service we provide considering our staffing and geographical limitations. Fingers crossed we do well
this year.
Thomas and Dameon have completed grading the Wanna and Cobra Dairy Creek roads. They are working from
Cobra across to the Mount Augustus then down to Landor. Frank and Leeson have repaired damage caused by
traffic driving on closed roads on both Pimbee and Carnarvon Mullewa roads.
Prior to this Ray Hoseason Smith helped us out by jumping in a grader on the Ullawarra road while we had good
moisture in the ground. Ray has also assisted with readjusting the Glenburgh and Dairy creek intersection
directional signs.
Over the next month Dameon will continue grading around the Mount Augustus area while Thomas will return to
begin opening up a detour for the Carnarvon Mullewa new bitumen works. Ian Golding began working for us on
the 15th July and has kicked off on the Carey Downs road and then onto the Gilroyd road before heading up to the
Landor area.
Leeson, Frank and Dave have installed the New Bull Street and information signs as well as event advertising posts
in town, also setting up pumps for bitumen works and then prepping pads for two sheds in the depot.
We have decided to push the new bitumen project on Carnarvon Mullewa road back until I return from leave on the
10th of August. This will give us time to set up the dam liner and fence at Mongers and install a detour for traffic.
Unfortunately soil sample results from the Mongers pit were out of spec in regards to linear shrinkage so more
testing was done with 0.5% cement, 1% cement and Polycom in the samples. All three samples returned
acceptable results however there is a big saving if we use the Polycom. This means we will be able to get more
black stuff on the ground. I am budgeting to get approximately 5.6-6km of new seal completed.
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We have decided to make our plant and equipment purchases early in the new financial year as we are in a good
cash flow position. Quotes were sourced for the supply of a new dual cab for the CEO and a space cab to replace
one of the grader operators ute. Midway Ford in Midland were successful in securing both vehicles and trading the
current CEO vehicle. There was a saving of approximately $18,000 compared to the nearest quotes.
Requests for quotes for a new grader was posted on the eQuotes portal this month. Prior to this two written
quotes were requested from John Deere and Westrac for the supply and delivery of a new grader. Westrac’s quote
was approximately $35,000 cheaper and trade in prices for our machine were on par. We then decided to go
straight to Westrac through WALGA’s Preferred Supplier Portal.
Unfortunately the current mutli tyred roller is having more issues and as such I believe we need to replace it sooner
rather than later. I sought quotes from various suppliers for a second hand roller however the current available
machines varied greatly in price, condition and suitability. We have requested Council consider the purchase of a
new machine rather than second hand as we have capacity within the budget after some small amendments. I have
requested quotes for the new roller from Westrac, Conplant and Bomag. The request for quote ended on Monday
15th July with the hope it will be delivered before we start the bitumen project.
Unfortunately on Tuesday 30th July there was an incident where a vehicle rolled over approximately 3Km east from
town on the Carnarvon Mullewa road just near Woolcadgie.
Ray and Wendy from Dairy Creek where the first people at the accident, they contacted the relevant authorities
being: RFDS and St John, as well as administering required first aid, Series of events from there are as follows;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

St John contacted Dave Higgs as the First respondent
(Shire’s Emergency Service Coordinator) 0409 840 636,
Amanda, Bec and Myself arrived at accident with RFDS Medical Box.
Ian Traveling back to town stopped and stayed to assist.
Leeson and Spags stopped and asked if assistance is required.
Peter and Sean arrived with stretcher.
Between all of us and with the direction by RFDS and St Johns we transported the injured person to the air
strip.
RFDS arrived, shortly after landing the St John ambulance arrived.
The injured man was flown to Carnarvon Hospital.

During this time first aid care and communications with both RFDS and St John where continual.
Special thanks to Ray, Wendy, RFDS, St Johns and all of the other people involved.

We are very fortunate to live in a community where everybody is willing to lend a hand when a
situation arises..
Regards
John McCleary, JP
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2019
Wednesday 13th February 2019
Wednesday 27th March 2019
Wednesday 24th April 2019
Wednesday 29th May 2019 (Mt Augustus)
Wednesday 26th June 2019
Wednesday 17th July 2019
Wednesday 28th August 2019
Friday 20th September 2019
Wednesday 30th October 2019
Wednesday 27th November 2019
Thursday 19th December 2019
All Audit Committee meetings commence at 8.00am. Council meetings
commence at 8.30am. All meetings will be held at the Shire Council
Chamber, 4 Scott Street, Gascoyne Junction.
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THE DAFFODIL

The daffodil is recognised internationally as the symbol of hope for all people affected by
cancer. Cancer Council chose it as our emblem as it heralds the return of spring, pushing its
way through the frozen earth after a long winter, representing new life, vitality and growth.
To Cancer Council, and those affected by cancer, the daffodil represents hope for a cancer
free future.
This year the Daffodil Day Appeal aims to raise more than $4 million for life-saving cancer
research. Raising awareness and money throughout the month of August, the Daffodil Day
Appeal culminates in a public show of solidarity on Friday 23 August 2019, with
volunteers collecting donations at sites across the country.
With one in two Australians diagnosed with cancer by the age of 85, this is a cause that affects us all.
That’s why we’re encouraging everyone to volunteer your time, donate online, or donate in
person to receive a pin or bunch of fresh daffodils at a site near you.
Help fund Australia’s brightest researchers as they work to uncover breakthrough cancer
treatments to protect the ones you love.
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SUNDAY 25 AUGUST 2019
4:30PM - 6:00PM
GASCOYNE JUNCTION - TOWN OVAL
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2019 Landor Races 4th October to 7th October
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Newsletter
26/07/2019

PRINCIPAL’S POST
Welcome back to the school term.
The beautiful Junction weather greeted staff on
the first day of term three, as did a freshly
painted administration block and newly
mounted, colourful pinup boards in each
classroom.
What a difference it has made.

This
term
students
will
learn
about
multi-culturalism in Australia.
We hope the community can participate in some
of the planned events the first being NAIDOC
day down at the River on Monday. The next is
the roadhouse visit on Friday 9th August.
Other opportunities planned for students to learn
and share information with the community
include:

book signing by well-known authors,

science experiments and a

finale feast when we celebrate the cultural
diversity of those living in and loving
Gascoyne Junction.
At the school alone we have Australian,
Swedish, Welsh, Polish, Italian, South African,
Kenyan, Indonesian, Scottish, English, and
Slovakian as just a few of the different
nationalities
represented
through
family
histories.
Students are busy making maps and are
planning to plot the countries represented by
residents at Gascoyne Junction.
We hope you will help! Stay tuned!
‘Til next time,
Chris Polakiewicz
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Students and staff at Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School are organising a community
event, to be held at the beginning of September to celebrate cultures around the world. As part of
the school curriculum, students are learning about how people live in other parts of the world,
where they live, what food they eat, their music, arts etc.
Our community event will be held on Friday, September 6th at the Junction Roadhouse and
Tourist Park, between the times of 10:00a.m. and 2:00p.m. The event will consist of activities,
displays, music, cultural games and more.
A Multicultural Lunch will be provided at 12:30p.m. at a cost of $10.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children. The Multicultural Day is open to everyone.
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22 July 2019

Carnarvon lifts off with a blast at Apollo 11 50th Anniversary celebrations
Putting man on the moon was made possible thanks to the instrumental role Carnarvon played in early space
exploration, when it hosted the world’s largest tracking station outside of the U.S.
The town of Carnarvon was a buzz last weekend with past Trackers and people connected with the NASA
Carnarvon Tracking Station returning to reunite at a cocktail party held at the Carnarvon Space and
Technology Museum to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission, and the achievements of
those that worked at the station.
Former Trackers spent time reminiscing, sharing stories and returning to where they lived and socialised,
while reconnecting with a community they were once very much a part of and helped shape.
Member for North West Central Vince Catania said “for too long the importance of the contribution made by
the NASA Carnarvon Tracking Station has flown under the radar, with many people unaware the historical
landing may not have happened had it not been for the pivotal role the Trackers in Carnarvon played.”
“The Carnarvon Space and Technology Museum, next to the iconic Dish, has been developed and run
entirely by dedicated hard-working volunteers over many years, with great support from the Carnarvon
Community, to ensure the story is understood and etched in history.”
“An important tourism icon for the town, the State and Australia, the Museum tells the space race story and
recognises how vital the site and Trackers were in the success of this mission into space.”
“It’s a credit to everyone involved, including Phil Youd, an instrumental driver of the project, insisting this
important history be preserved and shared for generations to come,” said Vince.
“Congratulations must go to everyone involved in the evolution of the Carnarvon Space and Technology
Museum and the Apollo 11 50th Anniversary celebrations, recognising the extent of what happen both in
Carnarvon and the World fifty years ago – landing on the moon,” said Vince.
For media enquires please contact Vince Catania on 99412 999 or email northwest@mp.wa.gov.au
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OTC Dish 2
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Photo By: Anton Blume
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GASCOYNE JUNCTION
CRAFT GROUP
CALENDAR
2019

9th and 10th Feb

Untutored Workshop /AGM

9th and 10th March

Untutored Workshop

12th – 15th April

Dongara Autumn Craft Round Up Road Trip

13th Apr – 28th Apr

School Holidays and Easter

18h and 19th May

Dressmaking Tutored Workshop

22nd and 23rd June

Sandi – Patchwork and Quilting workshop

6th July – 21st July

School Holidays

27th and 28th July

Janet – Ruler and Template workshop

7th and 8th Sept

Untutored Craft Weekend

28th Sept – 13th Oct

School Holidays

19th and 20th Oct

Mosaic Workshop

30th Nov and 1st Dec

Christmas Craft Workshop

For any queries please contact the Secretary
Tina Matthews
junctioncraft@gmail.com
9943 0531
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August

September

1

Alys McKeough

6

Mick Cragan

7

Jack Funnell

11

Kate Funnell

18

Spags Burnett

18

Harry McKeough

20

Jodie Gibson

25

Theona Mitchell Smith

26

Zander Capewell

4

Heath Funnell

9

Stanley Hammarquist

20

Jason Windie

28

Mathew Hammarquist

29

Donald Hammarquist

Got a Birthday coming up? Contact the
Gassy Gossip by email at
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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Entrée & Main Course
Spicy Thai Red Curry Beef

Fried rice
Ingredients

4 free-range eggs

⅓ cup vegetable oil

1 small red onion, finely diced

1 tsp diced ginger

1 tsp diced garlic

2 tbsp finely sliced coriander roots and
stems

2 rindless bacon rashers, finely diced

2 tbsp shao hsing wine, or dry sherry

4 cups steamed rice

⅔ cup finely sliced spring onions

1-2 tbsp light soy sauce

¼ tsp sesame oil

Method
1. Break eggs into a bowl and beat lightly. Heat
half the oil in a hot wok until surface seems to
shimmer slightly. Pour beaten eggs into the wok
and leave to cook on the base of the wok for 10
seconds before folding egg mixture over onto
itself with a spatula and lightly scrambling for
about one minute or until almost cooked
through. Carefully remove omelette from wok
with a spatula and drain on paper towel. Set
aside.

Ingredients














1 (13.5-ounce) can light coconut milk
4 teaspoons red curry paste
2 teaspoons dark brown sugar
2 teaspoons fish sauce
1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper
1 1/2 cups sliced red bell pepper
1 cup sliced onion
12 ounces beef tenderloin, thinly sliced
1 cup torn fresh basil leaves
2 tablespoons fresh lime juice
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
2 cups hot cooked brown basmati rice
4 lime wedges

Directions

Step 1
Spoon coconut cream (thick layer at top of
can) into a large skillet; stir in curry paste.
Bring to a boil over medium-high heat. Add
remaining coconut milk, sugar, fish sauce,
and red pepper; bring to a boil. Cook 2
minutes, stirring constantly. Add bell pepper
and onion; reduce heat to medium, and simmer 4 minutes. Add beef; cook 3 minutes or
2. Heat remaining oil in the hot wok and stir fry until done, stirring occasionally.
onion, ginger, garlic, coriander roots, stems and Step 2
bacon for one minute. Pour in wine or sherry
Remove pan from heat; stir in basil, lime
and stir fry for one minute.
juice, and salt. Serve beef mixture with rice
and lime wedges.
3. Add rice to the wok with spring onions, soy
sauce, sesame oil and reserved omelette and
stir fry for two minutes or until well combined
and rice is heated through. Use a spatula to
break up the omelette into smaller pieces while
cooking. Transfer rice to a bowl and serve
garnished with coriander.
22

Dessert

Blueberry Cobbler

Ingredients
Serves: 6
 Filling
 360g fresh or frozen blueberries
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
 1/2 lemon, juiced
 200g white sugar, to taste
 1/2 teaspoon plain flour
 1 tablespoon butter, melted
 Topping
 220g plain flour
 4 teaspoons baking powder
 6 tablespoons white sugar
 70g butter
 240ml milk
 2 teaspoons sugar
 ground cinnamon, to taste

Directions
Preparation:15min › Cook:25min › Ready in:40min
1. Filling: Lightly grease a 20cm square baking dish.
Place the blueberries into the baking dish then mix with
vanilla and lemon juice. Sprinkle with the sugar and 1/2
teaspoon of flour, then stir in the tablespoon of melted
butter. Set aside.
2. Topping: In a medium bowl, stir together the flour,
baking powder and sugar. Rub in the butter using your
fingers, or cut in with a pastry blender, until it is in
small pieces. Make a well in the centre then quickly stir
in the milk. Mix just until moistened. You should have a
very thick batter, or very wet dough. You may need to
add a splash more milk. Cover then let batter rest for
10 minutes.
3. To Assemble: Preheat the oven to 190 degrees C.
Spoon the batter over the blueberries, leaving only a
few small holes for the berries to peek through. Mix
together the cinnamon and 2 teaspoons sugar then
sprinkle over the top.
Bake until the top is golden brown, for 20 to 25
minutes. A knife inserted into the topping should
come out clean. Let cool until just warm before
serving. This can store in the refrigerator for 2 days.
Tip For a thicker blueberry filling, add up to
1 tablespoon of flour instead of just 1/2 teaspoon.
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Jokes



A doctor accidentally prescribes his patient a laxative instead of a coughing syrup.
Three days later the patient comes for a check-up and the doctor asks: “Well? Are you still coughing?”
The patient replies: “No. I’m afraid to.”



An old grandma brings a bus driver a bag of peanuts every day.
First the bus driver enjoyed the peanuts but after a week of eating them he asked: "Please granny, don't
bring me peanuts anymore. Have them yourself.".
The granny answers: "You know, I don't have teeth anymore. I just prefer to suck the chocolate around
them."



Two donkeys are standing at a roadside, one asks the other: So, shall we cross?
The other shakes his head: "No way, look at what happened to the zebra."



“My wife suffers from a drinking problem.”
“Oh is she an alcoholic?”
“No, I am, but she’s the one who suffers.”



I managed to lose my rifle when I was in the army. I had to pay $855 to cover the loss.
I’m starting to understand why a Navy captain always goes down with his ship.



Little Red Riding Hood walks all alone through the deep dark wood. Suddenly she hears rustling in a thick
bush. Cautiously she moves the branches aside and finds herself facing the big bad wolf.
"Oh, Big Bad Wolf, why do you have such huge red eyes?"
"Go away! I'm crapping!"



“Daddy, what is an alcoholic?”
“Do you see those 4 trees, son? An alcoholic would see 8 trees.”
“Um, Dad – there are only 2 trees.”



Doctor: Hello, did you come to see me with an eye problem?
Patient: Wow, yes, how can you tell?
Doctor: Because you came in through the window instead of the door.“



Mr. Smith: “Doctor, do you remember this strengthening solution you prescribed me yesterday?”
Doctor: “Yes, what’s the matter?”
Mr. Smith: “I would like to use it but I can’t open the bottle!”



Harry prays to God: Dear Lord, please make me win the lottery.
The next day Harry begs the Lord again: Please make it so I win the lottery, Lord!
The next day, Harry again prays: Please, please, dear Lord, make me win the lottery!
Suddenly he hears a voice from above: Harry, would you kindly go and buy a lottery ticket.
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Cool and Funny Sayings
My neighbours are listening to great music. Whether they like it or not.
Sometimes I drink water - just to surprise my liver.
First rule of Sundays:
If you can’t reach it from your couch, you don’t need it.
If you had to decide between a diet and a piece of chocolate, would you prefer dark, white or milk chocolate?
A jellyfish has existed as a species for 500 million years, surviving just fine without a brain. That gives hope to
quite a few people.
Need something cool to say because you just slipped and fell?
“Yep, gravity still works!”
As long as cocoa beans grow on trees, chocolate is fruit to me.

Quick Crossword
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AUGUST 2019
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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Junction
Races

Junction
Races
&

Variety Bash
Town Oval

26

27

28

Council
Meeting

29

30

September
6th

31

October

Multicultural Day
Junction Pub

7th

Australia's

30th

Council Meeting

Biggest BBQ
Mt Augustus

20th

Council Meeting
&
OAM Presentations
Pavilion
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