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CEO Updat e

This month has been busy, as always, with a number of 
projects receiving grant funding. We were successful through 
the Building Better Regions Fund where we were granted 
$2,398,500 to construct the Gascoyne Visitors Stop. We have 
been advised that the Shire will receive $25.64M through the 
Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements Western Australia 
(DRFAWA previously WANDRRA). I have applied to DEFES to 
get a 20% upfront payment totalling $4,927,053 to assist the 
Shire with our cash flow. As per Council resolution 16032020 I 
have appointed Greenfield Technical Services, who are 
preferred suppliers under the WALGA Preferred Suppliers 
List, as the Superintendent and Supervisors of AGRN 908 for 
an estimated cost of $2,154,100.

On Thursday the 18th of June I had a meeting with Tamara 
Sweeney from the WACHS in the attempt to get the Doctors 
to recommence their regular appointments in Gascoyne 
Junction. We had five representatives in attendance in 
addition to myself and Peter Windie. I am quite optimistic 
that a Doctors service will be reinstated as they collectively 
recognise that as a community we have been largely 
disregarded. 

 I have been busy working on the 2020/21 Budget, we will 
have an extremely busy year in front of us with a multitude of 
projects that will need to be delivered, in addition to our 
normal workload. I am attempting to find the best methods 
of delivery in order to not place our staff under stress but at 
the same time gets the projects delivered on the ground.

I have made the decision to appoint Mr Sean Walker to the 
position as the Town Maintenance Officer. Sean is a qualified 
electrician and has worked for us as a casual. We are very 
confident that Sean will be a great asset to the Shire and to 
our community. In addition Sean is very comfortable in our 
community and will seamlessly fit in. 

COUNCIL 
NEWS

Ordinary Council 
Meet ing Dat es

Wednesday 12th February

Wednesday 25th March 

Wednesday  29th April 

Wednesday 27th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 29th July

Wednesday 26th August

Wednesday 30th September

Wednesday 28th October

Wednesday 25th November

Thursday 17th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.
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May has been a busy period for the Corporate Services team with staff adding the final touches to the Shire?s 
care packages and getting them ready to be delivered to all that live within our immediate and extended 
community.

We have been receiving great feedback from those who have already received their care packages, including 
expressions of gratitude and excitement. People have been pleasantly surprised with the mix of goodies 
contained in their care packages from the fruit and veg produce, to the cook books, craft kits for kids and games 
for the family to enjoy.

The packs were also a way for the shire to highlight some very important information around the many services 
and resources available to families and individuals, who may be struggling during these challenging times of 
COVID-19. As the hub of our community, the Shire plays a critical role in ensuring that everyone in our region 
feels safe and supported ? we recognise the importance of letting our community know that they are not alone 
and we are here to help.

 We hope that by providing this information in our care packages, it will help to inform residents based locally 
and remotely that services such as assistance from Helping Minds, financial counselling from Family Support 
Services, welfare support and job seeking advice from Human Services (Centrelink) is available to everyone if 
you need it.

COVID Care Packages (Photos  L-R  Bidgemia receiving their pack, close-up of pack and Omo

It is with regret that I can inform that 
Robyn Perry has submitted her notice, 
which I have accepted, Robyn will officially 
finish on the 24th of June 2020. Robyn has 
been with the Shire for the past eight 
years, we wish her well in her retirement 
and hope she gets to spend her time 
doing the things she is most passionate 
about.

 I have advertised locally for a Customer 
Service Officer to replace Robyn, this 
position will not be easy to fill given we 
will not be offering a house as part of the 
package
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Maint enance Graders:

Thomas is working his way between Landor and the Meekatharra boundary before he heads south to 
Glenburgh.He has repaired the 12km damaged section south of the Landor Meekatharra turnoff.

Ian is working on the C?von Mullewa road between town and the Diary Creek turnoff.We have put a watercart 
and roller with him to repair blowouts between the Pells range and Daurie Creek area.Ian will then work 
towards the Murchison Boundary. Greg Watters has completed the Landor to Meekatharra boundary section.

Roger Davies was engaged to assist in maintenance grading after rain and remove two grids and reconstruct 
four grid approaches on the C?von Mullewa road.

Const ruct ion Crew :

Our 19/20 capital works program has been completed.The crew have demobilised equipment to Mount 
Augustus.We intend to start the 20/21 works program blasting the Cobra Hill and then onto the Burringurrah 
Hill project.I have sent out RFQ?s for the drilling and blasting and hope to engage a contractor by the end of 
July.We are still working on the works program for the remainder of that financial year.

In the meantime Dameon will maintenance grade the Woodlands road while Leeson and Frank will work in the 
depot on utilising the new racking and storage.

Equipm ent :

I have sent out RFQ?s to replace some of our light vehicles in preparation for the new financial year.After 
talking to vehicle suppliers there appears to be a shortage in supply of vehicles and new model releases have 
been pushed back to later in the year.

We have taken the downtime in construction works for Max to carry out repairs and maintenance on plant 
that is not in use.This includes replacing suspension components in side tippers, hoses and blocks on our pad 
foot roller and new storage boxes and bolting down of equipment on the service.

General:

The colder weather has slowed down the weeds and garden duties and has given the town crew a chance to 
concentrate on relocating the gardening and town maintenance equipment and materials into their new shed.

We have been busy replacing the water storage tanks for the tourist park due to both tanks splitting due to 
tree roots.While the tanks were being replaced it was discovered there were numerous leaks within the tourist 
precinct that required a plumber to rectify.

Bush Fire Br igade Training for  t he 
Works Crew

The works crew participated in some 
training on the use of the fire truck. 
Warren Hatt delivered the training and 
briefed the crew on the proper the fire- 
fighting equipment including filling from a 
hydrant or water body. Invites were sent 
out to members of the community to join 
the Gascoyne Junction Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade, unfortunately there was very 
litt le feedback.Training for this has been 
pushed back until mid-July so we can find 
more volunteers and await DFES to 
update their training packages.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT   CONTINUED...
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        say g'day t o...
Full nam e:  Tina Ann Matthews

Nicknam e: Tine

Place of  bir t h:  Watford. England

Favour it e food?  Mmmmm!!! Food? ..

Favour it e anim al? So hard to pick one ? . 
Cats, Dogs, Cows, chookies

Foot y t eam : Nope? .

Where did you grow  up?

Eastern Suburbs Melbourne

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne? 
Escape the rat race

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  
Gascoyne? 

5 years.. Nearly..

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  
Gascoyne? 

Close knit small community even though we 
lives hundreds of kilometres from each 
other?

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o 
see in t he Upper  Gascoyne? 

More social events at the Junction.
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t his segment  of  t he gossip 
expl or es  past   ar t icl es on news 

and event s . This ar t icl e was 
or ignal ly publ ished  in t he  

NORTHERN GUARDIAN  IN  June 23 
1999

bl ast  f r om 
t he past
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what  is happening in your   cr c l ibr ar y
Need something to read but can't access 
our Library - we've got just the thing for 
you! Access all the library content you 
need with a click of your finger! Jump 
online and get access to eResources at 
home including eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
eMagazines, stream videos and online 
learning resources. 

ONLINE VIDEO TUTORIALS FOR ELIBRARY RESOURCES

Here is a list of step-by-step online video tutorials (eBooks and eAudiobooks, eMagazines and eFilms).  As you click on 
each link, you will notice down the right hand side of the screen you can select on the instructions for your specific 
device.

BORROWBOX- is an eBook and eAudiobook service that makes it easy to browse, preview, reserve, and download 
bestselling tit les on your electronic devices. The service is free to all library users, so all you need is a library card 
number - contact our friendly CRC and Shire staff for more information on how to access this great service!

https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/2077

OVERDRIVE/LIBBY/OVERDRIVE FOR KIDS- Borrow and download thousands of eBooks and eAudiobooks, 
includingfiction and nonfiction specifically aimed at 
children.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/1451

RBDIGITAL- There are now more than 3,500 magazines to choose from, many of them in languages other than English.  
Enjoy a huge range of full colour, interactive eMagazines to download and keep, from a wide range of genres including 
automotive, health & fitness, food & cooking, hobbies and even celebrity & gossip.  No holds, no checkout periods, and 
no limit to the number of magazines you can 
download.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/177

KANOPY -Gives you free access to over 30,000 movies and documentaries, including selections from Criterion 
Collection, the Great Courses, film festival winners, independent directors and much more.   Streaming requires an 
internet connection. https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/3129

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F2077&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624490667&sdata=yIQZE98tFVKH9b8jJ%2F6Ronh%2FxRs3AzYVad5QH37HFR4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F1451&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624500665&sdata=d58r0Aqm7OkP9mczmd5bKXWSBCw510%2FnMpHJ4kK4eww%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F177&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624500665&sdata=y2v3xi5KBmTY9NMeT3REiItmuAkkpL29hGiZKB%2B28f0%3D&reserved=0
https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/3129
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GUS THE 
GARDEN GURU
Deser t  rose(Adenium obesum)

 How to grow desert roses

Desert rose (Adenium obesum)growsup to 2m in the 
ground, but more often pot-grown; ideal for 
bonsai.Leaves areelongated, mid green, tough; 
deciduous.Climate:sub-tropical to tropical, arid; tolerates 
cold nights.

Prefers well-drained, gritty soil,Position inasunnyopen 
spot; light shade from hot midday/afternoon sun will 
reduce leaf scorch. Single rose-like flowers in variety of 
colours and combinations, predominantly pink, white 
and red. Now you are also able to get double and triple 
flowering desert roses after they have grafted.

Use a long-term controlled-release fertiliser sparingly.

Water when conditions are hot and dry; good drainage is 
essential. Don?t water over dormant period.

Desert rose is a succulent, but unlike most succulents, it 
doesn?t have swollen leaves. Instead, it has a swollen, 
belly-like trunk known as a caudex, which acts as a 
moisture store. It more closely resembles a bottle tree or 
baobab than a typical succulent. As the plant ages, the 
caudex expands and may divide to form a buttress.

Grow ing deser t  rose f rom  seeds
Growing desert rose from seeds can be tricky. The plant 
does set seed after flowering, but the resultant seedlings 
are variable. For a true-to-type plant, take stem cuttings 
when dormant, or buy a named variety.

How t o plant  a deser t  rose

Desert rose can be planted outside in the garden in 
warm climate like ours.  But it is most commonly grown 
as a potted plant or bonsai. It is not an ?indoor? plant? it 
can be taken inside for short periods while in flower, but 
prefers being outside in a warm, sunny spot, out of chilly 
winds

If  plant ing deser t  rose in t he garden, fol low  t hese 
st eps:

·Choose a sunny position; in tropical and arid areas some 
light shade from midday will protect it from scorching.

·Plant so the base of caudex (trunk) is at or just above 
soil level? never ?bury? a desert rose.

·Soil should be free-draining and gravelly, but a richer 
loam will be tolerated.

·Add a long-term controlled-release fertiliser during soil 
preparation.

If  plant ing deser t  rose in a pot , fol low  t hese st eps:

·A porous terracotta or clay pot is preferred, as it drains 
well and dries out more quickly than plastics, ceramics or 
fibreglass.

·Add a shallow layer of pebbles or ?crocks? in the base of 
the pot to further improve drainage.

·Use a premium-quality cactus and succulent potting 
mix.

·Set your desert rose in the pot so the base of its caudex 
is at or just slightly above the top of the potting mix.

·Position the pot in a sheltered spot for a week or so to 
overcome transplant shock, then move into the light.

·Light shade from midday will minimise leaf scorch..

https://www.bunnings.com.au/our-range/garden/gardening/fertilisers/control-release
https://www.bunnings.com.au/our-range/garden/gardening/fertilisers/control-release
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If  plant ing deser t  rose as a bonsai, fol low  t hese st eps:

·Choose a shallow bonsai pot or bowl that is in proportion to 
the size of the plant. Ensure the pot has plenty of drainage 
holes.

·Remove the plant from its pot.

 Trim the roots so the base of the caudex will be above the rim 

of the pot or bowl and the roots will fit neatly inside the pot.

·Trim a piece of fly wire mesh to neatly fit inside the base.

·Holding the plant in position, fill in and around its roots with a 
premium-quality bonsai potting mix.

·Water well to settle the mix.

·Trim the top growth to start the training and shaping process.

·Place the pot in a sheltered spot for a few weeks before 
gradually introducing it to an open position.Provide light shade 
from midday onwards if possible.

Diseases and pests

·Desert rose is reasonably free of diseases, and rarely 
troubled by pests. If aphids or mealy bugs are 
present, a light spray with white oil or insecticidal 
soap may be applied

 These are a few  colours f rom  m y garden.

https://www.bunnings.com.au/our-range/building-hardware/door-window-gate-hardware/fly-screens
https://www.bunnings.com.au/our-range/building-hardware/door-window-gate-hardware/fly-screens
https://www.bunnings.com.au/our-range/building-hardware/door-window-gate-hardware/fly-screens
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Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Lam b Shank and Veget able Soup

Ingredient s

- 1 lam b shank
- 2 car rot s
- 1 celery st ick
- 1 pot at o
- 1 t urnip
- 1 parsnip
- 1 onion
- 90 g      French onion soup m ix
- 9 cups wat er

Met hod

1.Place t he lam b shank in a large pot  and add 
approxim at ely 8-9 cups of  wat er .

2.Add t he French onion soup m ix.

3.Grat e t he veget ables and add t hem  t o t he pot .

4.Br ing t o t he boil and t hen sim m er  for  an hour  and a half .

5.Rem ove shank , shred m eat , and add back  t o t he pot .

6.Season t o t ast e.

Slow  Cooker  Chinese Beef

Ingredient s

- 1 1/4 kg chuck  beef  st eak ,      fat  t r im m ed
- 3 t bs oil
- 2 onions
- 1 t sp ginger  m inced
- 3 t sp gar l ic m inced
- 1 t sp ground cor iander  dr ied
- 2 t sp Chinese f ive-spice powder
- 2 st ar  anises
- 1 t sp peppercorns
- 100g brown sugar
- 100m l soy sauce
- 2 t bs t om at o past e
- 250m lMassel* Beef  St yle Liquid St ock

Met hod

1.Heat  2 t ablespoons of  oi l in a large saucepan and brown 
t he beef . Rem ove f rom  heat  and t ransfer  t o a plat e.

2.Com bine onions, ginger , gar l ic and cor iander  in a sm all 
bow l.

3.Heat  t he rem aining oil in t he sam e saucepan and f ry 
onion m ix unt i l  sof t ened, adding a splash of  wat er  t o 
scrape up any beef  bit s f rom  pan.

4.St ir  in t he f ive spice, st ar  anise and peppercorns, cook  for  
1 m inut e. Add t he sugar , soy sauce and t om at o past e.

5.Ret urn t he beef  and any ju ices back  t o t he pan and pour  
in t he beef  st ock . Br ing t o t he boil t hen add t o t he slow  
cooker .

6.Cook for  4 hours on high or  8 hours on low.
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 Jelly Slice

Ingredient s

- 250g Arnot t 's Mar ie biscuit s crushed
- 170g but t er  m elt ed
- 3 t sp gelat ine powder
- 1/4 cup wat er
- 250g cream  cheese
- 395g sweet ened condensed m ilk
- 1/3 cup lem on ju ice
- 1/2 cup cream
- 85g jel ly cryst als

Met hod

1.Blend or  process biscuit s unt i l  t hey resem ble 
breadcrum bs. Pour  in m elt ed but t er  unt i l  
com bined and st ick ing t oget her .

2.Press biscuit  m ixt ure evenly over  t he base of  a 
20cm  x 30cm  lam ingt on pan. Refr igerat e unt i l  
required.

3.Spr ink le gelat ine over  t he wat er , al low  t o st and 
for  a few  m inut es t hen m icrowave for  30 seconds 
or  unt i l  dissolved.

4.Beat  cream  cheese unt i l  sm oot h. Add 
condensed m ilk , lem on ju ice and cream . 
Cont inue t o beat  unt i l  sm oot h.

5.St ir  in gelat ine m ixt ure. Pour  over  t he t op of  
biscuit  base. Refr igerat e unt i l  set  for  at  least  2-3 
hours.

6.Make jel ly according t o packet  direct ions. Cool 
t o room  t em perat ure before pour ing over  cream  
cheese layer .

7.Refr igerat e unt i l  sl ice is set  com plet ely.

8.Cut  int o squares t o serve

 Passionf ruit  Delicious 
Pudding

Ingredient s

- 2 t bsp.      but t er
- 3/4 cup sugar
- 2 t bsp. self -raising f lour  sif t ed
- 1 pinch salt  sif t ed
- 2 eggs separat ed
- 4 passionf ruit
- 1 cup m ilk

Met hod

1.Cream  but t er  and sugar .

2.Add sif t ed f lour  and salt .

3.Add passionf ruit , egg yolks and m ilk .

4.Beat  egg whit es unt i l  st if f  and fold int o 
m ixt ure.

5.Pour  int o a greased ovenproof  dish and st and in 
a dish of  cold wat er .

6.Bake at  180-200C for  40 
m inut es.
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gASSiFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community 
groups and not for profit 
organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES

A4 - $41.20

A5 - $25.75

A6 - $20.60

Business Card Size - $8.24

Locally owned and operated

15 years mustering experience in the 
Pilbara and Gascoyne.

Competitive rates

Phone: 08 99430832 or 0439920612

email: outbacktrax@hotmail.com

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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bir t hday announcement s

JUNE
13 Sa Toomalatai
19 Cherie Walker

JULY
4 Blanche Walker
7 Hamish McTaggart
13 Darcy McKeough
15 Danny Smith
24 Jarrod Walker
30 Beth Burnett

August
1 Alys McKeough
18 Spags Burnett
18 Harry McKeough
20 Jodie McTaggart
25 Theona Mitchell Smith
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$7 MILLION BOOST FOR DURACK FROM BUILDING BETTER REGIONS FUND

5 JUNE 2020

Drought-affected regionalcommunities in Durack are set to receive a boost of more than $7 
million ofnew local roads, restoration and buildingprojects,as part of Round 4 of the Morrison 
Government?s highly successful Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF).

Federal Member for Durack, the Honourable Melissa Price congratulated the 4 successful 
Durack Shires with projects that were a positive investment in the region?s future.

?These include more than$4 millionforthe construction of theLandor Road Strategic Regional 
Connector at Peak Hill in the Shire of Meekatharra, and more than $2 million for a new Visitors 
Stop at Gascoyne Junction?, Melissa Price said.

?These projects will drive Durack regional economic growth and support local tourism. As will 
more than $400 000 forCarnarvon?s recycled water pipeline upgrade and more than $100 000 
for restoration of Mingenew?s historic railway station.? Ms Price said.

Communities inDurackcontinue to show amazing spirit and strength as they support each 
other through drought in some areas and I am glad to see this latest round of BBRF willprovide 
much-needed support.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development 
Michael McCormack saidthis funding of$207 million investment under Round 4willsupport 163 
new infrastructure and community projectsacross drought-affected regional Australia .

For a full list of successful projects, please visitwww.business.gov.au/bbrf

Ends;

Media Cont act :

Rose Crane 0427 587 395.Rosemea.Crane@aph.gov.auaccusam 

http://www.business.gov.au/bbrf
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SM OK O TIM E
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Q: How do you make an artichoke?

A: You strangle it.

Q: What did the lettuce say to the celery?

A: Quit stalking me!

Q: What school subject is the fruitiest?

A: History because it is full of dates!

Q: Why did the tomato blush?
A: Because it saw the salad dressing.

Q: What vegetables are sailor?s enemies?

A: Leeks

Knock knock! Who?s there?

Lettuce! Lettuce who?

Lettuce in and you?ll find out!

Q: What?s small and red and has a rough voice?

A: A hoarse raddish!

Q: What?s a vampires favourite fruit?

A: A neck-tarine!

Q: What?s brown, hairy and wears sunglasses?

A: A coconut on vacation!

Q: Why did the banana go to the doctor?

A: Because it wasn?t peeling well.

Q: What key do you use to open a banana?

A: A monkey.

Q: When is an apple a grouch?

A: When it is a crab apple.

Knock, knock

Who?s there?

Bean

Bean who?

Bean a while since I saw you!

 Fruit  & Veget able Jokes for  k ids!
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Colouring Page
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WE WISH TO ADVISE OUR 
CUSTOMERS THAT OUR OFFICE 

HOURS HAVE CHANGED  

THE CRC AND SHIRE OFFICE 
WILL BE CLOSED TO THE 

PUBLIC FROM 

3 PM EACH FRIDAY
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