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Here you will find news
about the Shire straight
from your CEO along with
Council meeting dates.
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GJCr af t gr oup
SAYG'DAYTO..

bl ast f r omt hepast

Carmen Wilson from
Gascoyne Junction

Explores the archives on
past news and events.
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Interested in joing the
Gascoyne Junction Craft
Group?Check out the
details here.
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COOKSCORNER
l OVEYOURLIBr ar y

gj school newsl et t er

Library Lowdown

Learn what the local school
children have been up to.

Recipes chosen just for you
at home
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BIRTHDAYS

Advertisements, new
arrivals, birthdays and more.

Happy birthday to you all.
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Camp on green shady sites
or camp in our comfortable
accommodation.

Gl enbur gh St at ioNSt ay
.Natural Bushland Camping
sites on the banks of the
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smoko t ime
Take a break and enjoy the
puzzles and word games.
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kids Cor ner
Puzzles and Games to keep
the kids entertained.
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upcoming ev ent s
Here you will find all the
important dates to jot down
in your diary.
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Or din ar y Cou n cil
M eet in g Dat es
Friday 5th February
Wednesday 24th March

COUNCIL
NEWS
CEO Updat e

Wednesday 21st April
Wednesday 19th May
Wednesday 24th June
Wednesday 21st July
Wednesday 18th August
Wednesday 22nd September
Wednesday 20th October
Wednesday 17th November
Thursday 16th December

Council meetings commence at
8:30am in the Shire Council
Chambers located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.
All ratepayers and residents are
welcome to attend the council
meetings and participate in the
Public Question Time session which
is held at the beginning of each
Council Meeting.

Firstly, I would like to welcome everybody back for a new
year which promises to be even busier than 2020 with a
huge number of projects commencing. These projects will
all bring their own individual challenges for all concerned
but we must keep our eye on the end result. I will be taking
a conservative approach with staff ensuring that they do
not suffer burn out and will manage this closely and will
not hesitate to get extra assistance if we find ourselves
struggling. I would like to express my gratitude to both
Cherie and Sean for keeping things ticking during the
Christmas Holiday break with Cherie keeping the CRC open
for mail and Sean doing the rubbish run.

STAFFING
We have had to farewell Amanda Leighton from our Admin
Office who has left our Shire and relocated to the Shire of
Carnarvon. We thank Amanda for her service and wish her
all the best in her future endeavors. This recent departure
has created an exciting opportunity for a new member to
join our organisation, and we look forward to completing
the recruitment process so we can welcome new staff to
the team.
Our Tourism & Community Development Officer, Ainsley
Hardie, has commenced her duties and has made good use
of her time during her first week in the office by
familiarising herself with the Shire?s adopted integrated
plans, reading up on policies and procedures, and
reviewing the Shire?s previously developed tourism plans
and marketing strategies. Ainsley is excited about
reconnecting with our neighbouring Shire?s and advocating
for more of a collaborative partnership in the hopes that
we can develop a greater support network with shared
resources to promote tourism in the Gascoyne region.
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BUDGET
Sa, Jarrod and myself have undertaken the Budget Review, unfortunately due
to the early February Meeting date we cannot present this to the February
Meeting as RSM will not have time to carry out the necessary work. We will be
able to present this to the March meeting for Council?s consideration. One of
the challenges was that our initial estimate of the opening balance was
$68,000 out, in negative, at this stage we have accounted for this and after
adjustments we are still approximately $200,000 to the good.

PROJECTS
On or about the 23rd of December 2020 the Federal Government released a
$50M National Flood Mitigation Infrastructure Program which closed on the
15th of January 2021. The Shire has submitted two projects; namely the
Dalgety Brood Floodway and the Landor (Gascoyne River) Floodway both
valued at around $1.5M each. Both of these projects are shovel ready and
have been accepted by the State to go to the next stage of the application
process. I was advised that there were 23 enquiries with the majority of the
projects not being shovel ready. I am quietly confident we will get at least one
of the projects up and a very real possibility of both getting approved.We are
also still pushing through the Building Better Regions Fund to seal our way to
Meekatharra.

WORKS
The Solar Power project at the Junction Pub and Tourist Park is now complete
with final commissioning being undertaken on the 20th of January 2021.
Horizon Power are still doing some work on the system remotely. What
should have been a relatively straight forward installation has been an
elongated process due to Horizon Power changing the rules half way through
the project, let?s hope that we can now run the system at full capacity and
reduce our carbon footprint as well as deliver some financial savings.The
pavilion floor will be painted once materials arrive in Carnarvon. The
reconstruction of the pub and caravan parks roads has begun. Dean
contracting were awarded the contract and to date have proven to be
extremely good to deal with and provide first class service. The new tourist
stop project is set to begin on February the 8th which see a hive of activity in
our little town.
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The town crew have managed to get back on top of the gardening and town
maintenance after the break. The typical summer temperatures have taken their toll
on the parks and gardens however the latest river flows have boosted our water
reserves and are bringing the lawns and plants back to life.
The relocation of the town retic bore is still awaiting native title approval, if received
then we will conduct a RFQ to carry out works. The town alternative water supply
design and scope has been put on hold until a fully costed proposal is presented to
us from Global Ground Water.
Sean is working with Phil Swain on the RFT for the construction of the new 4x2 staff
house which expects to go to the market in the next month or so. We are also
scoping costs to rejuvenate the town oval fencing and bringing the main street
appearance into the 21st century.
The crew returned to work on the 27th January and will begin prepping and
mobilising equipment 25km east to start the Carnarvon Mullewa road bitumen
works funded by RRG, HSVPP and DFES. Dean Contracting will commence the
bitumen construction on the Dalgety Downs Landor road once the pub seal is
completed in mid-February.

Our end/side tipper truck arrived in the safe hands of Councillor Caunt. The truck
has been commissioned by Max and hooked up to the two side tippers. The team at
Ausquip have done a great job upgrading it and fabricating the tipper body. Over the
Christmas shutdown Max and Jox from Diesel and Dust along with Lance from
Westrac carried out a heap of maintenance and repairs to our entire fleet. Other
than a few minor defects to be completed over the next month the lads did a
tremendous job in the heat. Thanks fellas.
CORPORATE SERVICES & CRC
In 2021 the Corporate Services team are looking forward to a year of consolidation
in a variety of minor projects. A formal team meeting was held on the first week back
in the office to establish our priorities for the year ahead and identified
commitments that are planned to ensure we can deliver on objectives and achieve
goals. These include developing a library of internal processes and procedures,
building on our human resources services to create a training matrix for staff to
encourage professional growth, and expanding our knowledge and skills in the areas
of records management and OSH. In addition we are eager to embrace new ventures
centred around opportunities on the continued development of our community and
lifting our profile in the tourism space.
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Au ct ion It em 1
Secon d Han d
Gr ader Cam p
Accom m odat ion
Un it
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Au ct ion It em 1
Secon d Han d
Gr ader Cam p
Accom m odat ion
Un it

This auction is for the accommodation unit and contents only. It
does not include the trailer it is mounted on, bulk fuel or water
tanks and associated pumps and hardware. The successful
tenderer must have the capacity to remove the unit from the trailer
and take it away before 27th March 2021. The shire will not supply
any labour or plant.
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Au ct ion It em 2
2008 Toyot a Hilu x
4x4 Sin gle Cab
Con dit ion is Fair
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Au ct ion It em 2
2008 Toyot a Hilu x 4x4 Sin gle Cab
Con dit ion is Fair
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Au ct ion It em 3
M aspor t Roller M ow er
Ru n n in g, Good Con dit ion
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SAY G'DAY TO

...

Fu ll n am e:
Carmen Wilson
Nick n am e:
CJ
Place of bir t h :
Bunbury, WA
Favou r it e f ood?
Anything made from potatoes
Favou r it e an im al?
Sloth
Foot y t eam :
West Coast Eagles
Wh er e did you gr ow u p?
Southern Cross, Exmouth, Karratha and Bunbury (my father was a police officer so we
moved around)
Wh y did you m ove t o t h e Upper Gascoyn e?
To teach! I?ve always wanted to teach in a remote school so this is an awesome opportunity
to fulfil that dream.
How lon g h ave you lived in t h e Upper Gascoyn e?
Four, very interesting, weeks.
Wh at do I love m ost abou t t h e Upper Gascoyn e?
The peacefulness and the red earth.
Wh at ser vices or even t s w ou ld you lik e t o see in t h e Upper Gascoyn e?
A monthly market offering fresh produce, local art, multicultural events/foods and activities
for kids would be great to have in town.
Wou ld you lik e t o st ar in t h e n ext edit ion of Say G'Day To....
Em ail cr c@u pper gascoyn e.w a.gov.au w it h t h e an sw er s t o t h e qu est ion s an d don t
f or get t o in clu de a sn apsh ot or dr op in an d ch at w it h Billie at t h e CRC an d sh e can
in t er view you in per son .
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bl ast f r om
t hepast

t his segment of t hegossip ex pl or es past ar t icl es
on news and ev ent s. This ar t icl e was or iginal ly
publ ished in t he West Aust r al ian NEWS ON
Febr uar y 15 2005
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Kids Af t er n oon Act ivit ies
HARM ONY WEEK TUE 16 M AR & THU 18 M AR
Join Billie and Ainsley at the CRC from 3 to 4pm on March 16 and
March 18 for a fun hour of stories, activities and food to celebrate
Harmony Week. Harmony Week is a celebration of the diverse
backgrounds of Australians.
To register phone the CRC on 9943 0988 or email
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au. Please let us know of any dietary
requirements.

EASTER FUN M ON M AR 29 & WED M AR 31
Hop on down to the CRC on Monday and Wednesday afternoon
from 3pm to 4pm.
On Monday Billie will have you participating in a fun range of craft
activities, so that on Wednesday you can enjoy an early Easter Egg
Hunt.
To register phone the CRC on 9943 0988 or email
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au.
Again please let us know of any dietary requirements.
HAPPY EASTER
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Spr eadin g t h e Wor d
Sh ar in g ou r Back yar d
II am having so much fun discovering my new backyard. To see
the river flowing, and the change in the landscape so soon after
arriving in Gascoyne Junction is amazing. I had the chance to fly
out to the Kennedy Ranges in the past week and it has just made
me want to get out on the road to discover more of my new
backyard. One of the things that I am working on in my new role
is building the Instagram page of the Shire using it as a way to
communicate with potential visitors to the region. For this I
would love your help. Its easy. I am creating a collection of my
own photos of our backyard but I would love for you to share
with me images of your backyard. The photos that make you
glad to call Upper Gascoyne your home. I will then share them
on Instagram. This can be anonymous or I can tag you in the
photo if you would like. As the roads reopen I am looking
forward to getting out to all corners of the Shire to meet as many
of you as possible. Email y our photos to
tcdo@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au. Each month I will announce a
winner and your image will be on the front of the Gassy Gossip.

Keepin g Up To Dat e
Over the past few weeks there has been a lot happening in the Shire with road closures , water
restrictions and communication outages. At the Shire we recommend that your first port of call for
information should be the Shire website. As soon as the Works team has road updates these re
immediately updated on the road conditions page. It is possible to subscribe to this report, and you
will get an email as soon as a change is made. Please make sure you take note of any additional
remarks that are made. The latest news is also posted here, with editions of the Gassy Gossip, and
information on council meetings.
If the webpage is not available, then make sure you are following our Facebook page: Shire of Upper
Gascoyne New and Events. Both the Shire and CRC will post updates here of the latest happenings.
If you cannot find the information that you need there then call the administration team at the Shire
Office on 08 9943 0988.
Finally we have our Shire of Upper Gasocyne Instragram page where we will be promoting our region
as a destination highlighting our beautiful natureal surroundings and our lifestyle.

uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

SUG6705

shire of uppergascoyne
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UPPER
GASCOYNE
FOOTY TIPPING
Join in g Fee:$25.00 per person annual fee
Week ly Pr ize:To be Announced March 19

En d of Year Pr ize Pool:To be Announced March 19

Ru les:
1. A correct tip is 1 point. An incorrect tip is 0 points. A draw will be awarded 0.5 points.
2. The cut off time for each round is the Thursday prior to the round commencing at 12 Noon.
Entries forms can be completed at the CRC, sent by email to crc@uppergascoyne.gov.au or texted
to 0455 773 318. If tips are not received by this time, you will have the away team entered as your
tip by default.
3. On the first game of each round a winning margin must also be selected. If there is a tie for the
weekly winner the tipper closest to the winning margin on this first game will be awarded the
weekly prize. The same premise will be used to determine the overall winner. In the case of a tie
for first place, tallying up winning margin differences will be used to declare a winner. Winner
takes all.
4. If you join after the competition commences you will receive all away teams up until the time of
joining.
5. Weekly Winners will be announced at 12 Noon the day following the last match in the current
round.
6. Entry forms will be emailed out each Thursday afternoon.Hard copies will also be available from
the CRC.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

UPPER GASCOYNE FOOTY TIPPING REGISTRATION FORM
Return to the CRC by email crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au or in person.
Name: _____________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________

Entry Fee Paid: Yes/No
I agree to play by the rules. I acknowledge the judges decision is final.

Signed: _________________________________________________________ Date:_______________________________
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During the month of March we celebrate Peanut Butter Lovers Day on March 1, Popcorn Lovers Day on
March 11, National Spinach Day on March 25 so what better way to help you celebrate than to share
recipes with you to mark the occasion.

EASY CARAM EL POPCORN
Serves 20
Ingredients:
250g Butter

450g Dark Brown Sugar

8tb golden syrup

1 tsp salt

1/2 tsp bicarb soda

1 tsp vanilla popcorn

250g popped popcorn

1. Preheat oven to 120 degrees celsius and place popcorn in a very large bowl.
2. In a medium saucepan over medium heat, melt butter.
3. Stir in brown, sugar, golden syrup an salt.
4. Bring to boil, stirring constantly.
5. Boil without stirring 4 minutes.
6. Remove from heat and stir in bicarb and vanilla.
7. Pour in a thin stream over popcorn, stirring to coat.
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SPINACH, PUM PKIN AND FETTA ROLLS
Servings 6
INGREDIENTS
500g pumpkin desseded peeled cut into cubes

40ml olive oil

1 brown onion finely diced

1 garlic clove finely diced

250g frozen spinach

200g Greek Fetta Crumbled

3 sheets puff pastry thawed

1 egg beaten

1tbs sesame seeds
1. Preheat oven to 200C (180C fan forced). Peel pumpkin and remove seeds, then cut into 1.5cm cubes.
Toss in 20ml olive oil. Spread in a single layer in a baking dish and bake for 20 minutes.
2. Heat remaining oil in a fry pan. Saute onion and garlic over low heat for five minutes. Add frozen
spinach and cook for 10 minutes, stirring often, until completely thawed and well combined. Stir
through the baked pumpkin and crumbled fetta. Season well with salt and pepper.
3. Increase oven to 220C (200C fan forced)
4. Cut each pastry sheet in half to create six strips. Place 1/6 of the pumpkin mixture along the length
of each strip. Brush one long edge with beaten egg. Starting with the unbrushed side, roll and seal.
Repeat with all the pastry. Transfer the rolls, seam side down to a tray lined with baking paper. Slash
each into quarters. Brush with egg and sprinkle with sesame seeds.
5. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes until puffed and golden.
CRISPY SATAY CHICKEN Serves 4
6 Chicken Thigh Fillets (Skin On)
2tbs sunflower oil
2tsp mild curry powder
2tbs yellow or red Thai Curry Paste
270ml can of coconut milk
1/2 cup Massel chicken style liquid stock
Preheat oven to 190C. Heat a large frypan over
medium to high heat. Drizzle chicken with oil &

2tbs peanut butter
2tbs brown sugar

sprinkle with curry powder, then cook, skin side down 125g vermicelli rice noodles
for 2 mins or until skin is crisp. Transfer chicken, skin

1 Lebanese cucumber, thinly sliced into ribbons

side up to baking tray, then bake for 12 mins or until

2tbs fish sauce

cooked through. Meanwhile return the frypan to heat. 1tbs lime juice
Add curry paste and cook stirringfor 30 secs until

Basil & 1tbs toasted sesame seeds to serve

fragrant. Add coconut milk, stock, peanut butter & sugar. Stir to combine, then simmer for 5 mins or
until slightly thickened. Soak noodles, in a bowl of boiling water, drain and refresh in cold water. Put
into 4 serving bowls. Thickly slice chicken and divide among bowls with cucumber. Stir fish sauce & lime
juice into satay sauce, then drizzle over chicken. Serve scattered with basil leaves & sesame seeds.
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bir t hday announcement s
2
6
9
16
20
23

3
8
11
15

MARCH
Karen Coffin
Genevieve Robinson
Thomas Fletcher
Ainsley Hardie
Georgie Hammarquist
David Hammarquist
APRIL
Mitchell Hoseason-Smith
Bridie Walker
Riley McKeough
Katelyn Wright
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ADVERTISING RATES
A4 - $41.20

TOADVERTISEPLEASECONTACTUS
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

A5 - $25.75

Free advertising for community
groups and not for profit
organisations.

A6 - $20.60
Business Card Size - $8.24

Locally owned and operated
15 years mustering experience in
the Pilbara and Gascoyne.
Competitive rates
Phone: 08 99430832 or 0439920612
email: outbacktrax@hotmail.com

WESTERLY CONTRACTORS
TREE LOPPING & PRUNING
On the 12th of April, Westerly Contactors will be
visiting town to complete Tree Lopping and
Pruning around town for the Shire. If you
require their services, feel free to contact
Declan on 0438 414 010. Please liaise with
Declan to organise a date/time or if you have
any queries.
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We would like to give a shout out to all of our
sponsors who helped to support our annual
community Christmas party held on the 17th of
December 2020. We received many kind
donations in the form of cash and gift
contributions used for our raffle prizes. The
Shire received $10, 468 in cash donations which
is almost $1,500 more than the year before.
Without the generosity of our sponsors,
community events like this one would not be
possible.
In addition, I would also like to thank all of our
wonderful staff who helped to organise the
event and ensure it ran smoothly on the night,
and then came back early the next morning to
clean it all up! Thank you team for your amazing
efforts, you did a great job.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2021 COM M UNITY CHRISTM AS PARTY
16 Decem ber
We are already starting to plan this year 's event. It doesn't happen overnight after all. We would
love to get your feedback on the event to make sure that it continues to be a highlight of year in
the Upper Gascoyne. If you could take a moment to jot down your responses below and send
back to the CRC by mail, email or in person it would be appreciated greatly. There will be a box on
the desk..
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
COM M UNITY FEEDBACK ON THE 2020 COM M UNITY CHRISTM AS PARTY

Overall, how would your rate the event on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 Low - 5 High) 1 2

3 4 5

Using the same scale how would you rate:
The Venue

1

2

3

4

5

The Jukebox

1

2

3

4

5

Santa & His Gifts

1

2

3

4

5

The Bucking Bull

1

2

3

4

5

The Food

1

2

3

4

5

How did you hear about the event?: __________________________________________

Was there anything missing from the 2020 event that you would like to see in 2021? _____________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SMOKO TIME
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TRIVIA
1) What is Charlie's nephew's first
name on the TV show "Two and a
Half Men"?
2) What is the three-letter IATA code
for London Heathrow airport?
3) What layer of the Earth's
atmosphere sits between the
troposphere and mesosphere?
4) Muammar Gaddafi is the former
disgraced Prime Minister of which
country?
5) What is the capital of New
Zealand?
6) Who assassinated John Lennon?
7) The martini is a cocktail made with
gin and what other main ingredient.
8) The biblical figures Melchior,
Caspar and Balthasar are more often
referred to as what?
9) What is an uncastrated, adult
male horse called?
10) "The Drama in Bahama" on Dec.
11, 1981, proved to be the final
match for what famous boxer?
11) Which kind of bulbs were once
exchanged as a form of currency in
the Dutch republic around the
17thC?
12) Which two US states begin with
the letter "V"?
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ANSWERS NEXT MONTH....
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UPCOM ING EVENTS
If you h ave an u pcom in g even t an d w an t it f eat u r ed
in t h e Gassy Gossip please em ail
cr c@u pper gascoyn e.w a.gov.au
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