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Or din ar y Cou n cil
M eet in g Dat es
Wednesday 12th February
Wednesday 25th March

COUNCIL
NEWS

Wednesday 29th April

CEO Updat e

Wednesday 27th May

This month has been extremely busy with a lot of planning
going into delivering our 2020 / 21 projects on the ground. We
have a fortnightly ?War Room? meeting where we all get to see
the status of each project, this way we will not have any
surprises and if we hit a road block we can work out collectively
how to keep things on track. I have put a new section into the
agenda that will keep Council appraised of the status of our
projects.

Wednesday 24th June
Wednesday 29th July
Wednesday 26th August
Wednesday 30th September
Wednesday 28th October
Wednesday 25th November
Thursday 17th December

Council meetings commence at
8:30am in the Shire Council
Chambers located at 4 Scott Street,
Gascoyne Junction.
All ratepayers and residents are
welcome to attend the council
meetings and participate in the
Public Question Time session which
is held at the beginning of each
Council Meeting.

From a personal perspective I am now not receiving any
treatment for my Cancer. The oncologist is going to get a
further PET scan in early November to see if any disease has
come back, if it is still all clear we will go for a further 3 months
and check again, if it has reappeared I will go back onto
treatment.
The Junction Races have been run and won with the Gymkhana
on the Sunday. Due to COVID 19 restrictions this event was a
ticketed event with approximately 700 people in attendance.
From all accounts the event was a resounding success with little
to no trouble. All the JRC volunteers and my staff are to be
congratulated on the outcome. The Shire assisted with ticket
sales and track preparation. Unfortunately due to wind erosion
the track had to be re-sheeted with sand just prior to the race
meeting.
The Shires Auditors, Moore Stephens, attended the Shire
offices and carried out the end of year audit. Advice received
indicated that there were no major issues aside from recording
a contingent liability for our waste site. I took exception to this
ruling as we only have a registered site and not a licensed site. I
escalated this issue to the Office of the Auditor General for
their ruling, I am pleased to say that common sense has
prevailed and we do not need to record a contingent liability.
Although this issue did get a bit heated it was not such a bad
thing as it has required that we look at the waste site from a
statutory view and ensure that our operations comply with the
relevant legislation. We are working with John King from Talis to
ensure that we are fully compliant.
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I attended a District Health Advisory Council Meeting in Carnarvon on the 16th of September 2020 where I
raised the issue of the Burringurrah Community Ambulance. As part of this group we prioritised our goals
for the year and the number one project was to get a health service back into Gascoyne Junction.
We have had two Gourmet Events in the Shire with the Mount Augustus Biggest BBQ and a new event ?
Gourmet Gazing. This was somewhat challenging as COVID 19 restrictions are still in place although a lot
more relaxed than earlier in the year. Unfortunately I did not attend the Mount Augustus event due to
treatment, but by all accounts it was another very successful event.
The Shire again entered the annual Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy Towns Sustainable Communites 2020
Awards. This year we entered two categories, the General Appearance Category for our ongoing Town
Beautification Project and the Community Action and Wellbeing Category for our Community Christmas
Party, Community First Aid and our COVID Care Packages. The adjudicators visited our town on Wednesday
16th of September and carried out their inspections and collected further information regarding our
submission. The finalists will be revealed in October 2020 and the Winners will be announced at Optus
Stadium on Friday 27th of November.
I have spent a fair amount of time working with Robert Fenn from Develop WA in an attempt to get things
moving with opening up further industrial and residential land. Unfortunately nothing moves very quickly in
this space but we have made a start.
I have reviewed the proposed changes / additions to the Local Government Act and have submitted these
to WALGA for inclusion in their overall deliberations / response. Overall there were 65 recommendations
some of these were well thought out; however, there were many that were ill conceived and not workable
in a small remote Local Government.
I have been working with four other neighbouring CEO?s to establish a CEO?s forum where we can discuss
sector wide issues that are common across boundaries. We will look at collaboration, sharing of
information, possible resource sharing and regional co-operation. At this stage it appears that all of the
CEO?s are in favour of such a platform, I will now draft a terms of reference document and set some
tentative dates for a meeting, it is proposed that we share the meetings between Local Governments and
the chair will be the hoisting Local Government, the Shire of Ashburton has kindly offered to supply
secretarial services.
This month has seen three tragedies at Mount Augustus National Park. I would like to offer my condolences
to the friends and families of the deceased. As we all know when these types of things happens the ripple
effect is far and wide with many people either directly or indirectly effected. I will be attending a meeting
with the Police and DBCA on Thursday the 24th of September to see if we can come up with some
interventions that may assist with the issues at hand. I am advised that the Mount Augustus Tourist Park is
completely booked out for the October School Holidays at a time of the year when our climate is relatively
hot and getting hotter causing even further issues with climbing the rock.
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August saw the adoption of our 20/21 Budget, which allowed staff to proceed with plans on
delivering various programs and projects flagged for commencement in this financial year. For my
area this meant starting the recruitment process to procure a Tourism and Community
Development Officer.
Advertising for this role kicked off in early September with a closure date of 12thOctober 2020. We
hope the 4 weeks will give ample time for potential candidates to submit an application addressing
our lengthy criteria, and to showcase their experience, knowledge and skills with a heavy focus on
tourism development and sustainability, economic related growth and community engagement and
connection. We are eager to see the results of our recruitment efforts ? watch this space!
The onsite visit for our 19/20 End of Year Audit took place recently when we had two Auditors from
Moore Stephens come onsite and perform the audit over 4 days. An informal exit meeting was held
with the Auditors before they left the office to update the CEO and myself on the progress of the
visit, and we were given a tick of approval for a clean onsite audit. This means that the Auditors
could not find fault with any of the test samples they reviewed during their visit. This is a credit to
staff for their efforts and due diligence - this does not go unnoticed, so in recognition I would like to
extend a huge thank you to all the staff and commend them on a job well done!
M ain t en an ce Gr ader s:
Ian is still pushing north on the Ullawarra road including the Lyons River road into Kennedy Range
campgrounds. Thomas is still of work and Ray Hoseason-Smith filled in for us in the interim. QEM
have an operator on standby if Thomas remains off work. This grader will tidy up between town and
Pells before heading north to patch grade Cobra Dairy Creek south end.
Con st r u ct ion Cr ew :
Both Blackspot projects are now complete.Both projects have greatly improved driver safety on our
roads.Our next project will start in October 3km north of the Landor homestead.We will be sheeting
approximately 9km of road and clearing back slopes and drainage along the entire length of this
section.Work should be complete in early December.
Equ ipm en t :
The new drop deck and space cab ute will arrive on 2ndOctober.The works manager car has been
delivered.I am working on the scope for the replacement grader camp and Ausquip have been given
the go ahead to build the tipper body and GVM upgrades for our Mack truck. The truck is due to be
ready by end of October.
Gen er al:
Once again we have had another big month in planning and moving forward in our capital works,
capital purchases and town maintenance.The pub solar, depot shed lighting and airport resealing are
all completed.The office disabled toilets are underway as well as town works including new shed at
52 Hatch Street, removal of old gardeners shed and new wash pad in depot.Quotes are being sort for
the pavilion upgrades, new house for 50 Hatch Street and various other works on staff housing and
office repairs.
The town crew put a conservative effort into preparing for the WA Tidy Towns visit on the
16thSeptember.While appearance is one aspect of the competition, Amanda also walked the judges
through the community services and additional work the shire does for the district and town. Fingers
crossed we go one better than making the finals last year.
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The Junction Races were a huge success, well done to the committee for holding a great event.The shire was
engaged to assist in re-sheeting the track a few days out from the event, this is in addition to the usual in kind
assistance we give them and will be paid for by the club.Thank you to Junction Contracting, Roger Davies
Contracting and Ian Golding for their volunteered help.
Gourmet Gazing was held at the pub on the 19thSeptember.Plenty of people enjoyed the amazing tucker and
viewing the stars through a high tech telescope. Thank you to Sean and Amanda for setting this up and the
pub for hosting the event.
We have been working in with DBCA and DBNGP to put in a bypass on the northern end of the Kennedy Loop
around the Mt Sandiman homestead.The owners have expressed their concerns regarding traffic passing
through the homestead and station infrastructure.I have organised signage and am seeking quotes for their
installation to redirect traffic to the south west of the homestead along an existing track used by DBNGP.
Sadly Shiney has decided to call it a day and has sold Junction Contracting to Quadrio Earthmoving.Shiney has
been a local legend and while calling Gascoyne Junction home, he ran a successful business and will always be
remembered by some of his work around the shire including helping to build Killili Bridge. Shiney has always
been quick to jump in and help the town and its clubs when needed and had some laughs along the way. I
would like to wish Shiney and Sandra all the best for their retirement in Jurien Bay.

Figure 1 Mt Sandiman bypass

7

COUNCILupdat e....
FLOOD DAMAGE REINSTATEMENT REPORT
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FLOOD DAMAGE REINSTATEMENT REPORT CONTINUED...
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what is happening in your cr c l ibr ar y
Need something to read but can't
access our Library - we've got just the
thing for you! Access all the library
content you need with a click of your
finger! Jump online and get access to
eResources at home including eBooks,
eAudiobooks, eMagazines, stream
videos and online learning resources.

ONLINE VIDEO TUTORIALS FOR ELIBRARY RESOURCES
Here is a list of step-by-step online video tutorials (eBooks and eAudiobooks, eMagazines and eFilms). As
you click on each link, you will notice down the right hand side of the screen you can select on the
instructions for your specific device.
BORROWBOX- is an eBook and eAudiobook service that makes it easy to browse, preview, reserve, and
download bestselling titles on your electronic devices. The service is free to all library users, so all you need is
a library card number - contact our friendly CRC and Shire staff for more information on how to access this
great service!
https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/2077
OVERDRIVE/ LIBBY/ OVERDRIVE FOR KIDS- Borrow and download thousands of eBooks and eAudiobooks,
includingfiction and nonfiction specifically aimed at
children.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/1451
RBDIGITAL- There are now more than 3,500 magazines to choose from, many of them in languages other
than English. Enjoy a huge range of full colour, interactive eMagazines to download and keep, from a wide
range of genres including automotive, health & fitness, food & cooking, hobbies and even celebrity & gossip.
No holds, no checkout periods, and no limit to the number of magazines you can
download.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/177
KANOPY -Gives you free access to over 30,000 movies and documentaries, including selections from
Criterion Collection, the Great Courses, film festival winners, independent directors and much more.
Streaming requires an internet connection.
https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/3129
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Closed for School
Holidays
Hope you all enjoy.
See you back for Term 4!!!
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Do you have family recipe
that you would love to
share with us?Send it
through to us at
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

SESAM E CHICKEN
In gr edien t s
-

1 1/2lbs chicken breast fillets cut into bite size pieces
1/4 cup cornstarch
3?4 tbsp canola or vegetable oil
2 cloves garlic finely minced
1/4 cup soy sauce
1 tsp. rice vinegar
1 tsp. sesame oil
1/4 cup honey
1?1 1/2 tbsp. chili sauce (sambal oelek)
2 tbsp. cornstarch
1/4 cup cold water
2 tbsp. sesame seeds
4 spring oinions sliced 1inch apart

M et h od
1.In large Ziploc bag shake chicken pieces and 1/4 cup cornstarch. In large saucepan over
medium heat add 2 tablespoons canola oil. Fry the chicken in batches; flipping over to brown
both sides. Remove to plate when browned. Fry in batches; adding oil when necessary.
2.In small sauce pan add one tablespoon canola oil. Add garlic and cook until fragrant. Add the
soy sauce, rice vinegar, sesame oil, honey and chili sauce. Add 2 tablespoons cornstarch to water
and whisk into sauce pan. Cook until slightly thickened.
3.Wipe out the pan that you fried the chicken in. Turn the heat to medium high and add the
sesame seeds and toast for 3-5 minutes or until lightly browned; stirring frequently. Remove
toasted sesame seeds to bowl. Return the cooked chicken to skillet. Stir in sauce and sprinkle
with scallions and toasted sesame seeds. Serve over rice or Chinese noodles.
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M ELT IN YOUR M OUTH
PUM PKIN COOKIES
In gr edien t s
1/2 cup butter, softened
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup granulated sugar
1 egg
1/2 cup pumpkin puree
1/4 tsp all spice

FROSTING

1/4 tsp nutmeg

1/2 cup butter (softened)

1/4 tsp cloves

1/4 cup pure maple syrup

1/2 tsp ground cinnamon

1 /2 tsp. vanilla extract

1 tsp vanilla extract

1 1/2 tsp. cups powdered sugar

1/2 tsp baking powder

2-3 tsp milk

1/2 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp salt
1 1/2 cups plain flour

M et h od
1.Preheat oven to 350 degrees and line a baking tray with baking paper.
2.In a bowl, cream butter, brown sugar, and granulated sugar together until well combined.
3.Add in the egg, and pumpkin puree, mix until well combinded.
4.Next, add in allspice, nutmeg, cloves, cinnamon, vanilla extract, baking powder, baking soda, and salt.
mix until everything is combined.
5.Add in flour and mix until flour is well incorporated.
6.With a small-med sized cookie scoop (about 1 1/2 - 2 Tbsp), scoop dough and place evenly on your
prepared cookie sheet.
7.Bake for about 12-13 minutes, or until cookies are set. Allow to cool completely before frosting.
8.With a standing mixer or hand mixer beat butter until light and fluffy, about 1-2 minutes. Add in maple
syrup and vanilla extract. Beat until well combined.
9.Add in powdered sugar, 1/2 cup at a time, mixing until well combined (beginning with 1 1/2 cups).
10.Add in 2 tsp of milk and beat until combined.
11.If frosting feels too runny, add in the remaining 1/2 cup of powdered sugar. If it feels too thick, add in
the remaining tsp of milk.
12.Spread frosting on cookies and enjoy.
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bir t hday announcement s
9
20
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SEPTEMBER
Stanley Hammarquist
Jason Windie
Mathew Hammarquist
Donald Hammarquist

13
15
17
17
22
24
26
30
30

OCTOBER
Jodie McTaggart
Wendy Hoseason-Smith
Raymond Hoseason-Smith
Oscar Hammarquist
Richard Dowker
Kenneth Kempton
Melanie Hammarquist
Shiney
Paula Hammarquist

34

gASSiFIEDS
TOADVERTISEPLEASECONTACTUS
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community
groups and not for profit
organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES
A4 - $41.20
A5 - $25.75
A6 - $20.60
Business Card Size - $8.24

Locally owned and operated
15 years mustering experience in the
Pilbara and Gascoyne.
Competitive rates
Phone: 08 99430832 or 0439920612
email: outbacktrax@hotmail.com
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SM OK O TI M E
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WE WISH TO ADVISE OUR
CUSTOM ERS THAT OUR OFFICE
HOURS HAVE CHANGED
THE CRC AND SHIRE OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED TO THE
PUBLIC FROM
3 PM EACH FRIDAY
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