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CEO Updat e

February has been an absolute blur as time has flown by and 
staff have been busy chasing their tails! We started the month 
off by being inundated with rain which resulted in quite a 
substantial river and then led to subsequent flooding in our 
area. Whilst the rain was welcomed by all and seeing our dry 
riverbed transform into a constant flow of water that spanned 
from bank to bank, it became clear that the ripple effect of this 
weather event had the potential to be quite significant. This 
was evident when the rain continued to fall and the river levels 
kept rising. Decisions were then made to close roads and flood 
warnings were issued in the neighbouring shire of Carnarvon.

In addition to the bad weather and the rising water levels, we 
lost our communications due to an outage with the Telstra 
network. The town?s water supply was also impacted when 
infrastructure used to deliver water to our local community 
was damaged ? this reduced the supply capacity to our town 
and meant that the Water Corporation had to apply 
restrictions on use until they could assess and repair the 
damage.

Although we were limited in our capacity to deliver ?business 
as usual? during this time, staff were focused on ensuring that 
residents were ok and kept up to date with what was 
happening. I would like to say a huge thank you to the staff 
who continued to work behind the scenes and after hours. In 
particular over the weekend to assist with information, 
checking water levels and road conditions and delivering 
cartons of water to local residents when our town supply was 
restricted.

As much as this rain is needed by our Pastoral sector it does 
cause issues for our road network. The event has been 
declared by the Assistant Commissioner and an AGRN has 
been issued. We have had our pick-up undertaken and most of 
the roads with the exception of Carey Downs Road as it is still 
too wet. Emergency Opening-up Works are currently being 
undertaken and should be completed within the 3 month 
period. Greenfields are also taking photographs of the 
completed Emergency Works so as to meet the expectations 
of DFES. Greenfields will complete a full cost estimation for the 
reinstatement works, a very rough estimate without much 
scientific application is around the $15M.

COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meet ing Dat es

Friday 5th February

Wednesday 24th March 

Wednesday  21st April 

Wednesday 19th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 21st July

Wednesday 18th August

Wednesday 22nd September

Wednesday 20th October

Wednesday 17th November

Thursday 16th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.
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CONSTRUCTION IN GASCOYNE JUNCTION

Work has commenced on the earth works for the Junction Tourist Stop. These 
should be completed at the time of this Council meeting. The architects came up 
on the 3rd of March to inspect the works to ensure they are proceeding according 
to the specifications. Most of the structure have been built off-site and will be 
transported up as soon as the footings / slabs have been constructed.The bitumen 
work at the Junction Tourist Precinct will be complete by the time of this meeting, it 
was held up primarily because of the rain and the material was to wet, so the 
contractors left it to dry out before attempting to do any further work.On the 
morning of the 18th of February I had a meeting with representatives of the DBCA, 
to discuss the recent announcement of $10M being allocated to Mount Augustus 
and what that may look like on the ground. From our perspective the most 
important issue was telecommunications, signage, improvements to the walk trail, 
having a DBCA officer based at Mount Augustus and possibly an all-weather 
landing strip. All of these proposals were taken on board as well as how they could 
also manage the Kennedy Ranges. It has been mooted that they would like to base 
two full-time DBCA Officers in Gascoyne Junction to manage the Kennedy Ranges 
and run Aboriginal Ranger programs. I have indicated that the Shire will fully 
support this and have made available the ?Old Police Station? as an office as well as 
continuing to work with them in relation to housing requirements. Subsequent to 
this meeting I have been advised that it is a definite that at least one full t ime 
senior officer and possibly two will base themselves in Gascoyne Junction with 
DBCA taking over the ?Old Police? Station Building and use ?Mick?s ?house until we 
get the land release sorted and new housing is constructed or they find rental 
accommodation in the private sector.

On the 18th of February I attended the LEMC Meeting held in our Council 
Chambers. It was disappointing that very few of the relevant stakeholders were in 
attendance. The Shire have submitted a grant application for 4 x 4 broad acre 
appliance.On the 19th of February 2021 the Shire President and I attended both the 
Gascoyne WALGA Zone meeting and the Regional Road Group meeting held in 
Carnarvon. WALGA have requested that all the Zones indicate their preferred 
option in reviewing the Asset Preservation Model. Five (5) options were tabled and 
our Zone decided to commence at Option one with an incremental approach to 
option four. The issue of RAV road rating was also discussed as there has not been 
any movement from the sector for over 12 months, it was pointed out that Main 
Roads are looking to have a proposal in the next month so we requested that the 
RAV working group be reconvened as soon as possible to ensure we have a 
position prior to the Main Roads; this being a case of being proactive rather than 
being reactionary as is the current status. The Regional Road Group meeting was 
interesting after reading the State Advisory Committee meeting minutes with 
issues such as Level 1 Bridge Inspections, review of the funding distribution 
between metro / rural, review of the 2030 roads of regional significance and the 
review of the current RAV & CA ? 02 arrangements. As a Shire we have engaged 
Greenfields to do the bridge inspection given we have had a number of flows since 
it was constructed. Jarrod and I are meeting with Ernie Reynolds to go through the 
2030 document to ensure it provides information required to ensure business as 
usual given there are some slight changes to the RRG Guidelines.
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THANK YOU

Unfortunately I have been advised that Max has decided to return to the Mining 
Sector; as such, we do not have a Mechanic. It appears that Jarrod has found a 
Geraldton based Mechanic that is prepared to undertake our work however; this 
will cost more and we will need to make allowance for this in the 21/22 Budget. 
We would like to wish Max all the very best in his future plans.

WATER

Josh Kirk of Greenfields attended a meeting with the Yinggarda Prescribed Body 
Corporate to put our case forward to put a new bore in the river adjacent to Nat 
Duca?s existing bore and associated easement where we can run the poly pipe 
and have access to the bore. The PBC had no issues with the easement but did 
not want a bore adjacent to the Yarning Spot water body and requested we go a 
further three kilometres up the river. As such we need to find an alternative 
answer to our water problem as the cost to run the power would prohibitive.

RESIDENTIAL LAND

I have been spending a lot of time attempting to progress the opening up of new 
residential land. It is quite a complex and time consuming process. It appears 
that we will need to do an ILUA with the Yinggarda people as this land is 
currently unallocated crown land.

CORPORATE SERVICES & CRC

Since the completion of our Financial Management Reviews (including Audit Reg 
17), staff have been working towards developing processes and procedures to 
meet the recommendations put forward by AMD. We hope to complete these 
tasks by the 30thJune, however we are mindful that it is important for staff to roll 
out these internal changes properly so investing the time to capture all detail 
accurately as part of the overall process is critical.

On top of this, staff are also busy working on budget reviews and planning 
ahead for the 21/22 budget. This is part and parcel of our statutory obligations 
and we keen to begin this process and eager to start crossing these compliance 
items of our checklist.

WORKS

It seems like history is repeating itself with the wet start to the year causing 
significant damage to our roads.DRFWA have declared the event with occurred 
at the end of January, preliminary pickups and emergency works are well 
underway. Rather than chew up our own resources we engaged mostly 
contractors to perform the opening up works. This has dramatically reduce the 
reporting requirements from DFES for the purposes of recouping costs, however 
the event has added to our already big schedule.I have managed to inspect most 
of our roads after the event and while there was significant damage to 
floodways and some sections, as a whole I was impressed as to how our roads 
stood up to the huge amount of rain.
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We are close to completing emergency works to our priority roads and hope to 
have the remaining done before the end of April.I have been given permission from 
DFES to carry out Immediate Works on sections of the Carnarvon Mullewa road 
where the bitumen has failed or there is dangerous shoulder drop offs.We are in 
the process of obtaining quotes for this.I would like to thank the entire team for 
finding another gear during these demanding times with the added pressure of yet 
another damaged road network. I would also like to thank the public for their 
patience and understanding.

All of our major capital works projects are well underway, the team have been 
extremely busy coordinating the new tourist stop, HSVPP/DFES road works, pub 
seal reconstruction, new housing projects, shed refurbishment and town fencing 
projects. All projects are running relatively smoothly even with the rain delays and 
setbacks. Unfortunately we have hit a wall with plans to relocate the town bore to 
our proposed location.We are currently reviewing our options to move forward as 
the current bore casing is failing.

The alternate town water supply project has been put on hold until appropriate 
funding can be sourced.We have received a full hydrologists report to secure a 
suitable water source that is outsideof our current budget.

The works crew had a bumpy start to the year with rain delays, breakdowns and low 
crew member numbers.Eventually we got a crack at it and have begun the new 
bitumen construction works on Carnarvon Mullewa road.Due to the unique blend 
of funding it has been a challenge to correctly capture costs and data to ensure we 
are working within the confines of DFES and HSVPP protocol.Greenfields are 
assisting with data entry and reporting to DFES.So far the crew have reconstructed 
the sub grade of the section to be sealed and boxed out the floodways for 
stabilising.More gravel samples were tested to ensure we are working within MRWA 
standards.The crew will begin backfilling the floodways and carting in the 
basecourse in the coming days.

I will be attending training in Carnarvon at Main Roads from 22nd-26thMarch.We will 
be conducting both theory and onsite training in bituminous sealing and 
widening.The training has been offered for all LG?s in our region.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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SAY G'DAY TO...
Full nam e: 

Alys McKeough

Nicknam e: 

Wonderland

Place of  bir t h: 

Kew Victoria

Favour it e food? 

Beef - a good steak and seafood

Favour it e anim al? 

Cows

Foot y t eam : 

Essendon

Where did you grow  up? 

Melbourne (Yes a city girl)

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne? 

When I married Harry he was a farmer in Northam but had a lifelong dream to own a cattle 
station.  So we travelled around Australia for 3 years looking and ended up in the Gascoyne 
and absolutely love it

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne? 

Nearly 11 years

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne? 

The wide open spaces, the red dirt, the opportunities and most of all everyone who lives 
here.

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne?

I would like to see a new Cemetery and a Music Festival.

Would you l ike t o st ar  in t he next  edit ion of  Say G'Day To....

Em ail crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au w it h t he answers t o t he quest ions and dont  
forget  t o include a snapshot  or  drop in and chat  w it h Bil l ie at  t he CRC and she can 
int erview  you in person. 
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bl ast   f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es  on  news and  event s.  
This ar t icl e  was or iginal ly publ ished  in t he  Car nar von communit y News   
ON   Apr il  23  2004
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Closed for School 
Holidays

 

Hope you all enjoy. 

See you back for Term 2!!!
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We have  spent time in February outlining and 
planning the essential services that the Centre is to 
provide in 2021 for our local community and we 
have also identified opportunities to create more 
educational, cultural and social activities as part of 
the Centre's role. 

One of the goals for the Centre is to better 
inform our local community of the access to 
services available through the CRC.  Part of this 
process is by creating a more user friendly layout. 
and the use of social media and the Shire website 
for regular communications.  The Gassy Gossip 
will  be published on the first Wednesday of each 
month.  
Billie headed to Perth in late February to undertake 
her training with the Department of Transport.  
Ainsley has undertaken indcution training for both 
Services Australia and  WALGA.  This training on the 
essential services that are offered at the Gascoyne 
Junction CRC will continue throughout the year. 

What s Happening in Your  CRC?

Over the past few weeks there has been a lot happening in the Shire with road closures , water 
restrictions and communication outages.  At the Shire we recommend that your first port of call for 
information should be the Shire website.  As soon as  the Works team has road updates these re 
immediately updated on the road conditions page.  It is possible to subscribe to this report, and you 
will get an email as soon as a change is made.  Please make sure you take note of any additional 
remarks that are made.  The latest news is also posted here, with editions of the Gassy Gossip, and 
information on council meetings.  

If the webpage is not available, then make sure you are following our Facebook page: Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne New and Events.  Both the Shire and CRC will post updates here of the latest happenings.  
If you cannot find the information that you need there then call the administration team at the Shire 
Office on 08 9943 0988.  

Finally we have our Shire of Upper Gascoyne Instragram page where we will be promoting our region 
as a destination highlighting our beautiful natural surroundings and our lifestyle.  

Keeping Up To Dat e

uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au SUG6705 shireofuppergascoyne
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Spreading t he Word
Shar ing our  Backyard
So on the long weekend, John invited me to undertake a small 
tour of the Shire visiting Mount Augustus via Glenburgh, Landor 
and Burringurrah on the Saturday and stayed overnight and on 
Sunday went to the Kennedy Ranges via Cattle Pool, Cobra and 
Wanna Stations.  It was amazing to finally get out to begin to 
explore.  One of the things that I am working on in my new role 
is building the Instagram page of the Shire using it as a way to 
communicate with potential visitors to the region.  For this I 
would love your help.  Its easy.  I am creating a collection of my 
own photos of our backyard but I would love for you to share 
with me images of your backyard.  The photos that make you 
glad to call Upper Gascoyne your home.  I will then share them 
on Instagram.  This can be anonymous or I can tag you in the 
photo if you would like.  After Easter, I will be heading back out 
to meet more of you and bring Billie along to experience our 
backyard too.  Email your photos to 
tcdo@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au.  Each month I will announce a 
winner and your image will be on the front of the Gassy Gossip.

New Brochure

Hot off the press is our new 
Visit Upper Gascoyne Tourism 
brochure.  The brochure 
debuted at the recent Perth 
Caravan and Camping Show 
and we have received some 
great feedback already.  

In 2020 we are inviting visitors 
to WANDER OUTBACK and 
explore the Ranges, Rock and 
Rivers of the Shire.  
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JRC BUSY BEE DATES 

The Junct ion Race Club is ask ing the Gascoyne publ ic to volunteer  
their  t ime in helping pr epar e the JRC for  our  iconic 2021 r ace meet ing 

on the fol lowing dates;

10-11th Apr i l  - Gener al Meet ing and Busy Bee at  JRC.

15/16 May - Busy Bee

26/27 June - Busy Bee

24/25 July - Busy Bee

14/15 August  - Busy Bee

20-22 August  - JRC meet ing

Any help would be appr eciated, for  mor e info cal l  Hamish on 
0401282562
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Met hod

1. Heat oven to 220C fan forced

2. Tip the potatoes and 1 tbsp. of olive oil into an oven proof dish, then 

roasted for 20 minutes until starting to turn brown.

3. Toss the asparagus in with the potatoes, then return to the oven for 15 

minutes.

4. Add in the cherry tomatoes and vinegar and nestle the salmon amongst 

the vegetables.  

5. Drizzle the remaining oil and return to the oven for a final 10-15 minutes 

until the salmon is cooked.

6. Scatter over the basil leaves and serve everything scooped straight from 

the dish.

Ingredient s

400g Potatoes halved

2 tbsp. olive oil

2 handfuls cherry tomatoes 

1 tbsp. balsamic vinegar

2 salmon fillets ( about 140g each)

handful of basil leaves

One-pan Salm on w it h Roast  Asparagus
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APRIL

3 Mitchell Hoseason-Smith

8 Bridie Walker

11 Riley McKeough

15 Katelyn Wright

MAY

3 Dylan Hoseason-Smith

9 Kevan 'Pronto' Brand

18 Betty Fletcher

27 Barney McTaggart

JUNE

13 Sa Toomalatai

19 Cherie Walker
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community 
groups and not for profit 
organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES

A4 - $41.20

A5 - $25.75

A6 - $20.60

Business Card Size - $8.24

Locally owned and operated

15 years mustering experience in 
the Pilbara and Gascoyne.

Competitive rates

Phone: 08 99430832 or 0439920612

email: outbacktrax@hotmail.com

gASSiFIEDS

WESTERLY CONTRACTORS
TREE LOPPING & PRUNING
On the 12th of April, Westerly Contractors will 
be visiting town to complete Tree Lopping and 
Pruning around town for the Shire.  If you 
require their services, feel free to contact 
Declan on 0438 414 010.  Please liaise with 
Declan to organise a date/time or if you have 
any queries. 

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au


31

31



32

32



33

33



34

34



35

35

SMOKO TIME
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1. LHR is the airport code of which 
busy European Airport?

2. What fictional piece of technology 
allows time travel to be possible in 
the DeLorean during the Back to the 
Future Movies?

3. Into which sea does the  mouth of 
hte river Nile empty into?

4. Common in most homes, what 
name is a modulator/demodulator 
better known my? 

5. Which famous body of islands is a 
province of Ecuador? 

6. Which actor played the starring 
role of Maggie Fitzgerald in Million 
Dollar Baby?

7. What cricket fielding position near 
the wicket ends with the words mid 
off?

8. What describes a sudden change 
of government, forcibly affected by a 
ruler, the army or the general 
population?

9. Which word can be a military 
vehicle or a sleeveless top?

10. What is the first and last name of 
Ray's father int he TV Show 
Everybody Loves Raymond?

11. Under what name did Queen 
Elizabeth II's father rule?

12. Protestors across which nation 
took to the streets to demand the 
release of jailed opposition figure 
Alexei Navalny?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH

 ANSWERS FEB/MAR

1. Jake 2. LHR 3. Stratosphere 4. 
Lybia 5. Wellington 6. Mark David 
Chapman 7. Vermouth 8. The Three 
Wise Men or Three Kings 9. Stallion 
10. Muhammed Ali 11. Tulips 12. 
Vermont and Virginia

TRIVIA
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
If  you have an upcom ing event  and want  it  feat ured 
in t he Gassy Gossip please em ail 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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